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INTRODUCTION. 

By tlwi term, " Bean Creek Country ," would orcfinaiily be uudei'stoocl the country 
drained by the ZJeaa and its Mbularles. Bean creek, or TifBn river, as it is called on 
.lie early maps, risealnDeyil'slake, situate on aections two, three, four, nine aud ten. 
in the township of Rollin, and sectiojis thirty-lour and twenty-seven in the townsliip 
of Woodstock, said townships behig the two moat nortlierly townships in (he west 
tier of Lenawee county. The creek flows fi'Om the western estremity of the lake, on 
section four In Eolliu, a little north of west, to the east and west quarter line of sec- 
tion thirty-two in Woodstock, bends soitthwanl, flows throngh the western part of 
Rollin and along the west line oi Hudson, leaves the county on section thirty, makes 
a bend on sections twonty-fl.ve and twenty-six in the townsliip of Pittsford, Hillsdale 
•county, returns to Lenawee county at the norttwest comer of section thirty-six, flows 
sontheasteriy across the sonthwest psrt of Hudson, northeast comer oi Medina, an* 
.aoulhwest comer of Seneca township, crosses into the State of Ohio near the south- 
east center of seCtJon six, township nine south of range one east, and tlien taking a 
.southwesterly course, empties info the Maumee river at Defiance. 

Only that part of the Bean Talley situate norBi of the sonUi line of Michigan is to 
be 1a«ated of in these sketehes. That part of the valley is quite narrow, but embraces 
portions of two counties, Hillsdale Mid Lenawee. Tlie| township of Woodstock 
contributes ilie most of her waters to swell the Ealsln; Somerset, divides hera 
between the Kalaroanoo, the Kaisin and tiie Bean ; the western borders of Wheatlanfi 
ih'ain into the St. Joseph, of Lake Michigan, said the eastern borders of KoUin into 
theBiusin; Pittsford and Wright divide their waters between the Bean and Uie St. 
Joseph of the Maumee; Seneca divides between the Bean and the Eaisin, and even 
Hndson sends her compliments to the Eaisin on the ripples of her Bear creek. Medi- 
na township, only, lies entirely within the valley of the Bean, but for the pnrposes of 
this book we shall consider the valley of tthe Bean as inclnding the townships of 
Woodstock, Eollin, Hndson, Medina and Seneca In Lenawee comity, and Somerset, 
Wheatland, Pittsford and Wright m Hillsdale county. 

On tlie banks of the Bean, within tlie territory mentioned, aie the villages of Addi- 
son, Eollin, Hudson, Tiffin, Medina, Canandalgiia and Morencl. But as a history of 
(the Bean Ci'eek Country would be Incomplete if it did not m^e mention of all the 
territory, the trade of which lias contributed to the prosperity of the Valley, we shall 
include in these brief outlines of history (he territory lying at the headwaters of th» 
Kalamazoo and the two St. Josephs, comprising tlie townsMps of Moscow, Adams, 
Jefferson, Ransom and Ajnboy, in the county of Hillsdale. 

I am aware that in writing the eM'ly history of the country tJie difficulties to he 
overcome are veiy great ; tliat in some of the townships the early records are lostj 
andinall they are very meager; tliat many of the early actors have passed away, and 
ihe memories of all are filing— but I have endeavored to collect my material from 
the most trustworthy sources, have verifled tliem, when possible, by reference to con- 
temporaneous records, and have endeavored to digest, write and airauge with an. 
nnblased nuiid, only solicitous to discover and record the true history of the cormtry 
and the times. How well I have succeeded I submit to tlie candid judgment of tie 
old pioneers, tJian whom more noble and generous men and women never existed in 
any country. 
The question may be itfketl, Why did you not wait luitii more facts and incidents 
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had. been aedunmlated? The answer is, "Propi-astiiiatioii is t\ie liilef of time," and 
whiie we liave Iwen talitii^ aaid waiting many person* wliose supervision would liave 
been desirable have died, aud in the course o( human life nearly all the old pioneers 
will pass away in the course of the next five years. It Is, therefore, every way desir- 
able tliat the material accessible shonld malce its appearance, and be submitted ta 
criticism before all tlte competent critics shall have passed away. 

The facts and Incidents here related were mostly g&fhered by myself, from inter- 
views with old people and a careful compiffison of official records ; bnt I desire to 
acknowledge valuable aid from newspaper articles prepared by several of tlie old set- 
tlers, among which I would specially name tlie Hon. Robert Worden, Hon, Orson 
Green, Hon, GeorgeW. Moore, and BeriahH.Laiie,.eaa., of tie Beau Creek Country j., 
and A. L. Millard and Sajnuel Gr^g, esqs., of Adri»i. 

It was the original des^n of the Pioneer Society of Bean Creek Country that 
sketehes prepared by members should be deposited with the Secretary, and that a 
boot should be published by snbseripHon, bnt no snch material has been contribnted^ 
All the matter prepared by its members has been, given to the pnbllc tiu:oi^{h the 
newspapers, no manuscripts have been deposited, .and the interest appears to be 
dying out. At this junetmre Uie publisher of the Hudson Post proposed to pay for a 
part of the labor of collecting material and writing it np. Believing it to be the only 
waylnwhich such a book could at present be published, I accepted the proposition, 
and commenced tlie work. It has been a hard task, hut if it shall In any way serve- 
to preserve the history of pioneer times. I shall be satisfied. 

Truly yours>. 
Hudson, Mich., Oct, i, is;f!. THE AUTTIOli 
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I, MICHIGAN. 



The word Michigan la probfibly derived t'TOiii two CIiii>pe wn monls— JTitelmw, great, 
ftod Sagiegnn, laki;— Great Lake. 

The tenltoi-y ot Michigan was viaited by tlie French Jesuits, Fathei-s Clias. Eyni- 
' hauSt and Isaac Jogues, at file Sault St. Mary, in July, 1^1. 

FaHier Mesuard spent the winter of 1860-61 on one of the hays of Lsdce Superlor. 

In 1685 Father Claude AJlonen founded a Mission at La Point, Lake Superior. 

In leas rather Mai-quette founded a Mission at Saidt St. Mary, Bud ia 1671 founded 
» mission near Mackinaw. In the latter year an i^ent of the King of France took 
formal possession of all the country between Montreal and tlie South Sea. At that 
time Michigan for the most part was occupied hy Ottawaa and Chippewas. There' 
were some Fottawatomies and Miamies In tlie south part, and some Sacs asid Foxes- 
aloi^ the aouHiem shore of L^e Supedor. 

In 1080 Fort St. Joseph and Fort Detroit were built, tJie former where Fort Gratiot 
nowstanda, at the outlet of Lake Huron; tlicsiteof the latter Is not known. Both 
were soon after abandoned. 

Detroit, now the city of Detroit, was Itounded in ITOl by De La Motto Cadillac. He 
landed on liie 21th day of July, and on the same day commenced the erection of Fori 
Pontdiartraiii. In 1761 the nmnber of inhabitants In the Detroit settlement was es- 
timated nt 3,-500, In 1763 France ceded her dominion over Michigan to England. In 
1774, by act of Pai'llajnent, Michigan became a part of the province of Quebec, and 
Col. Henry Hnnillton was appointed "Lieutenant Governor and Superintendent of 
Deliolt." It waa here that during the Eeyolutimiary war Indian Incursions, 
against tlie infant settlements of Western Pennsylvania, Tlrginia and Kentucky, 



Michigan was surrendered to the United States in 1796, and became a part of ihe 
Northwestern TeiTitory, Gen. St. Clah-, Governor. On the eleventh of August of fiiat 
year Wayne county was organized, and Included all of Miciiigan, flie norfliern part of 
Ohio and Indiana and a part of Illinois and Wisconsin. The county elected delegates 
to the first Territorial legislatiwe, which met at Cincinnati September I8th, 1799. 

The State of Ohio was oi^anized by act of Congress April SOtli, 1803, and by the same 
act Hie Territory of Indiana was formed, and of it Michigan formed a part. Gen- 
Wllliam Henry Harrison was Governor of tlie Territory. The ordinance of 1787, by 
which the Northwest Territory was oi^anized, provided that " Congress shall have 
authority to form one or two States out of Uie territory whioh lies north of an east and 
west line drawn through the southerly bend or extreme of Lake Michigan." The act 
of April 30tli, 1803, organizing the State of Ohio, fixed for its northern boundary " an 
east and west line drawn.thxoi^h tlie soutlierly extreme of Lake Michigan," but tlie 
ConsMttttJon adopted by flie people of Ohio described aa the northern boundary of tiie 
State a line ranniug " from the southern bend of Lalte Michigan to the northerly cape 
of Maumee Bay." Congres,? admitted Olilo without taking any notice of tlie discrep- 
ancy, in mattar of Jiortheni bounUary line, between the State-Constitution and the 
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•anaiiling act imd the ordinance of 1787. By the line desdrlbed iii tlie ordinance aiui 
■enabling act Toledo would be in Micliigan ; by the line described iii t]ie Ohio State 
■Constitution It would be in Ohio. The nnwnrranted depactuie of the Constitn- 
tional ConTCntion of Ohio from the express terms of the ordinance and enabling act 
]aicl the fonndation for that affair known in history as tho " Toledo war." 

On the nth day of January, 1805, Congress passed an act organizing the Territory of 
JHldilganaBdbyitthelegislativepowerwas vested In tiieGoTenior and Judges. On 
the aeth day of Febmary G«u. Wm. Hull was appointed Governor of the Territory, 
and reached Detroit on the first day of July, but between the date of his appointment 
and arrival, that is to say, on the eleventh day of June, Deti'oit was entirely consumed 
by fire ; not a house was left standing ; nothing but ashes marked tlie site of the re- 
cent town. 

On the second day of July, 18(B, the govemnient of the Territory of Mlebigan was 
oj^anized, and the legislature commenced its session. The territory at that timeconi- 
priaed the Lower Peninsula only, and the Indians elimned titie to and were in 
pcBs^sion of nearly all of that. By the treaty concluded by Gen. Clarke at Jort Mc- 
intosh in 1785, the Indian title was extinguished to a belt of tenltoi-y six miles in 
width, extending along the Detroit river from flie river Raisin to Lake St. Clair. 
.Aside from tills strip of country, tiie Indians claimed title to the wliole of Michigan. 
South of the rivei Raisin the Indian counti'y exknded to and bordered the waters of 
Lake Erie, so that the settlementsof the young territory were completely ont off from 
the settied portions of Ohio. 

On the seventeenth day of November, 1S07, the United States government conclud- 
od a treaty with tiie Chlppewas, Ottawas, Wyandottea and Pottawatomies, by which 
tiie Indian title to the following described tract of land was estinguiahed, via : " Be- 
ginnii^ at tiie montii of the river Miami of the Lukes <SIaumee), runnhig thence up 
the middle of said river to the montii of the great Auglaize river ; thence mnnlng due 
aiorth one hundi'ed and thirty-two miles, until It intei-sects a pai'tdlel of latitude to be 
drawn from tiie outlet of Lake Huron, which forms the river St. Clair; then north- 
■nest the course wUl lead in a dh:ect lirw to White Rock, Lake Huron ; thence due east 
until it intei'sects the boundary Ihie between the United States and Upper Canada; 
ttence southerly, following snid boundary line down said lake, through the river St. 
Clair, Lalte St Clair, and the Detroit river, into Lake Erie, to a point due east of the 
iliarai river; thence to the place of beginning." This ti'act included tha,t part 
of the State of Michigan lying east of the principal mei-idian of the Moni-oe survey, 
and south of a line drawn from near the village of Ovid nortiieasterly, diagonally ia- 
tereectlng the counties of Shiawaase, Saginaw, Tuscola, Sanilac and Huron, to White 
Eook, on the eastern shore of Lake Huron. 

The Territory of Mxcbfean was surrendered to the British by General Hull on the 
seventeenth day of August, 1813, and was put under martial law. On the twenty- 
ninth day of September, 1813, Oie Territory was evacuated by the Biitish, and on tiie 
thlrteentt day of October following, Colonel Lewis Cass was appointed Governor, 

By proclamation of the Governor, Wayne county was re-organized November first, 
1815; and on, the foui-teentii day of July, 1817, the comity of Monroe was oigani zed, 
also by Executive procianiation. 

On Uie foui'th day of September, 1817, William Woodbridge, Secretary and acting 
Governor of tiie Territory, issued a proclamation organizing the township of Monroe. 
The preamble recites, "Whei'eaB, It appears by the report of John Anderson and 
"Wolcott Lawrence, Esquires, appointed to esamlne and report In the premises, that a, 
jiart of tiie farm of Joseph Loranger, and some adjacent ground on the borders of 
La Eivleie aiix Balslns, constitnte tiie most eligible portion tiiei-eot » « * * 

"Now, Oter^ore, I, tlie above named Williaui Woodbridge, do by the power and 
authorll^ In me for tiie time being vested, constitute tlio whole of tliat certain tract 
and parts of tracts described in the aforesaid reports, » * « ^ jnto a tomiship 
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■for tlie permanent seat ol jiistiae in and for said county of Jlonroe, to be known and 
called by tlie name of the toivn of Moni'oe. » * «■ * <* " 

In iei9 Governor Cass eonelnded a treaty with ttie Ohijipewas, of Saginaw, by wlildi 
the Indian title to a tract Of country, begUiniiig at a point near the site of the village 
flf Kalaiaazoo, ami extending to tlie head of Thimtler Bay rivei' ; thence by tlie eourse 
of the river t« Its moutJi was extinguished. 

During the vears 1818 and 1819 the Monroe survey was made. It included Hie Stat9 
of Mcliigan, and that portion emhraced in Lenawee county was surveyed by JosejJi 
rieteher during 1819. President Monroe Issued a proclamation, dated March IStli, 
18S0, declaring the pnWlc domain -Qien recently surveyed subject to entry from ami 
after the first Monday iu July of flint year. 

In flie year 1831,' Governor Cass and Judge Sibley, of Deb'oit, negotiated a beaty 
v?itli (he rndiana, by which the Indian title was extinguished to all tiiat portion of flie 
territory Jying west of tiie cession of 1807, and also to that portion lying west of tlie 
cession of 1819, south of Grand river. This cession included the present counties of 
Hillsdale, Branch, St. Joseph, Cass, Berrien and Tan Bnren, the south part of Jack- 
son and Calhoun, tlie south and west portion of Kalamazoo, the south part of Ottawa 
and Kent, and the southwest portion of Ionia. The treaty was held at Chicago. To 
reach that point, tlie commissioners descended the Detroit river, crossed the head of 
Lake Erie to Maumee bay, ascended tlie Mauinee river to its source, crossed the In- 
tervenuig country to the Wabnsli, descended that river to the Ohio, the Ohio t" tiie 
.Mississippi, ascended the Mssissippi to the mouth of flie Illinois, and the Illinois to 
Chicago. 

On flie tenth day of September, 1833, Governor Cass Issued a proclamation altering 
rani defining the boundaries of tiie counties of Wayne, Monroe, Macomb, Oakland (tfui 
St. Clair, and laying out the counties of Lapeer, Sanilac, Saginaw, Sliiawaase, Wash- 
tenaw and Lenawee. The boundaries of Lenawee county are tiierein tbus defined : 
"Beginning on the pilncipal meridian, where the line between the tovenships numbered 
■four and five south of the base line intersects the same; tiience souflitothe boun- 
rdary line betiveen the Territory of Mich^an and the State of Ohio ; thence with the 
sanie, east, to the line between the fifth and sixtii ranges east of the principal meridian ; 
flienoe north to the line between townsliips numbered four and five soutii of tlie base 
line; thence west to flie place of beghining." By flie same proclamation the county 
of Lenawee was attached to the comity of Monroe.' At tiie date of its formation the 
jwunty did not contain a single white hihabitant ; but, although Ihe Indian title Lad 
Iieen extinguished for fifteen yeitts, the coimty oontfdned quite a numerous Indian 
jiopulation. The Indian titie to that portion of Mich^an lying west of flie principal 
meridian had been extinguished by the tieaty of Chicago, concluded on flie twenty- 
ninth <lay of August, 1831, but the Indians remained ti partid possession of the 
southern portion of tiie State luitii about the yeai' 1839. 

Sometimes wonder has been expressed that Michigan should have settied so 
slowly and remained so long under a Territorial government. For some reason the 
climate and soil of the Territory were sirongly misrepresented; and so late as 18SB 
Mchigan was spoken of iu flie East as flie land of savages, venomous snakes and 
beasts, where all manner of fell diaeaaes lay In wait to malte skeletons of foolhardy 
adventurers. 

In 1813 Congress du-ected that 3,000,000 acres of Michigan land slioiUd be surveyed 
and set apart for soldiers in the war witii Great Britain, to tiie end that each soldier 
should have one Imndred and sixty acres o£ laud fit for cultivation. A like amount 
was also set apart in the Territories of Ijouisiana and Illtnois, The lands were sur- 
veyed In the latter Teiritories, but concerning the lands of Michigan, the Surveyor 
General reported; 

The country on the Indian boundary line from flie mouth of the great Aiyjlaize 
Tiver, and runnliM; thence for about fifty miles, is (with some few exceptions) low, wet 
land, witii a very thick inrowth of underbrush, intermixed with very bad marshes, but 
4,'cnerally.very heavily timbered with be'ech, cottonwool, oak, etc.; thence conniiu- 
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iug iiorBi and estending trout tUe Intjian boundary etiatwani, tlie wuniljei' and. extdit 
ut the swamps Increases wltJi the addition of numbers of lakes, fi'oiu twenty chains 
to two and tlireo mitea aorose. Many of the lalces have esttmslye marslies BdjotninE' 
tlieir margms, someflmea thickly covered 'wlUi a species of vine called "tamaniek,"' 
and otbei places covered wltli a, coarse, high gra^s, and imiConnly covered from sbc 
Indies to Ifiree feet (and more at timea) wiBi water. The luaigins of tlieae lates are 
:e found, for they HC Interspersed throughont the- 

, , , ^ Jfotthe 

coiratey, la (wlBi a very few exoeptlona) a poor, baiTen, sandy land, on which scarcely 
any vegetation grows, except small, scnihby oaks. In many places that part which 
may be called dry land is composed of little sliort sand hills, forming a Icmd of deep 
liasins, tiie bottoms of many oi which are composed of a marsh sinmar to that above^ 
described. The streams ai'e generally narrow ftid very deep cmnpared with their 
width, the shores and bottoms of wMcn are (with a very few excepbona) awampy be- 
yond description ; and It Is wiMi lie utmost difflcidty that a place can be found over 
wMch horses can be conveyed In safety. 

A circumstance jwicidlar to that country la exhibited in majiy of tlie marslies, by 
their being thinly covered with, a sword of grass, by walking on whldi evinced the 
existence of water or a very tliip mud immediately nnder their covering, which sinlo^ 
from six to eighteen inches from the pressure of the foot at every step, and at tlie 
same time rising before and behind the person passing over. The margins of many- 
of the lakes and streau^s &ro in a similar condlflon, and In many places are literally 
afloat. On approaching tlie eastern part of the mllltery lands, toward die private- 
claims on Uie gtraiglit^ ami lakes, the conntry does not contain so many swamps and 
lakes, bnt tlie extreme sterility and barrenness of the soil continues the same. TsSIng; 

the country altogetlier, so far as has been explored, and to all a '.— " — 

with the infonnalioii teeeived eonceming *'■-''-■' '- — ^ — 

more than one acre out of a Imiidred, if a 
wonld In any case admit of cultivation. 

The conseqnewce of sucli a report being made was that the act locating the 2,000,0>yii 
acres of military land was repealed, and Michigan escaiied the mlsfm'tnne of having 
her best lands loi^ kept out of the market for the benefit of land speculators. 

Upon the appeiffance of tills report. Governor Caas at once set on foot numerous ex- 
plorations thronghont the interior, and when he had become thorouglily coiiyiueed o£ 
the falsity of the report, and liad collected sufflelent evidence of such falsity, he at 
once used all the means in his power to correct the mischievous impression made by 
the report. It is a trite saying that "a lie will travel faster than the truth," but it wa.s 
verified In this instance, for it was more flian twenty years before Michigan recoverc'S. 
from the effects of tlie false impression caused by that mijust official report. 
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n, LENAV/EE COTINTT, 

IS-Si TO 1S». 

In tlie SHinmev of Ifi'iy Jliisgrove H viui.'i, of BTOwnsviiic, Jefferson county, in the Stato 
of New York, came into UieTenitory of Michigan to find (or Imiiselfandfamilyaliome. 
He formed tbe acquaintiuice of Aiistan E.. Wing, of Monroe, a man of coiisideralilo 
prominence in the -terHfory, who afterwanls repi-eflented. It in Coujfresa. Wins in- 
formed Evans of B, desirable location, on the Raiain, within tlie county of Lenawee, 
and represented tbe fldvantages the county possessed as a fanning country, and the 
wonderful hydraulic advantages offered by the Raisin and a tributary, wliich united 
their waters at this place, in audi glo^ring terms that Evans was indiuMd to visit the 
place, and an agreement was entered into between Wii^ and Evans to orgftnlse a 
conipsny for the improvement of the almost unrivaled water power. EvaiB returned 
to the State of New York to enlist otliera in the euterpriae, aiid during his absence 
■^lug pm'chaaed of the United States tlie west part of section twenty-seven and tlie 
east part of section twenty-eight, in township Ave south of range fom" east, which in- 
cluded the water power, wid that part of Tecumseh. now lumwn as Brownsville, aiid 
t^e tributary stream received the cognomen of Evona' creek. 

Musgrove Evans was a nntive of Pennsylvanifi, but had then recently been an in- 
habitaiit of tiie State of Hew York. He belonged to the Society of Friends, and was. 
educated. He possessed a weil-balanced mind jm.d unUring perseverance, and tbe 
survivors o£ those days agree Hiat he ■H-as a noble mail. Mr. Evans returned to his. 
liomeiuNewTork, to enlist others in the enterprise, and secm-6 a few good colonists 
witli whicli to stittt the settlement of the new country. He succeeded in inducing his 
brother-in-law, Joseph W. Brown, also of Brownsville, Jefierson county, New York, 
to become a partner In tlie enterprise, and several others to accompany them to thelr 
uew home in the then far west 

Evans and Brown secured flie old sdiooner Erie to bring Bieir colony across Lake 
Erie. The company consisted of Muagrove Evans, wife and five children, Joseph 
W. Brown, Ezra P. Blood, Turner Stetson, Natlian Eatlibone, Peter Lowery, and per- 
liapa one or two others. They arrived at Detroit in the month of Ainll, 1834, Here 
Evans left his family, and the men procured a Frencliman, witli pony and cm-t, to eai^ 
ry their packs, until they struck tlie Raisin a little above where tlie village of Clinton 
now stimds, and there shouldering their packs, they traveled to the proposed site of 
the new colony at the mouth of Evans' Creole. Of course the first thing to do was to 
prepare temporary shelter for the men, and then Immediately the work of orgauizar 
tlon commenced. A co-partiierahip was formed between Wu^, Evans and Brown, 
the norfli half of section thirty-four entered, juid « saw mill commenced. They 
brought forty men from the village of Momoe, Ihlrty-three miles distant, to assist hi 
ralsli^ the frame of tlie mill. Havhig pi'ciiared a rude log house, wltli bark roof and 
floors, lEvans brought liis family fi'om Detroit, and took possession of the mansion 
house of the county ou die second day of Jmie, 183i. Peter Beiison and wife. In the 
employ of Wing, Evans & Brown, occupied the house wltli them. The Evans family 
was the first white family In Lenawee county, and Mrs. Evans and Mrs. Benson were 
tbe first white women to- set foot within the boundaries of Lenawee comity. 

Early in the summer of 1824 a village was platted fljid named Tecumseh, in honor of 
file renowned Sliawaneese warrior, who Ijad often, tradition says, visited that locality 
and sat in council around the fires of tlie resident tribes. As soon as Qie settlement 
■was ftdrly commenced,-— a village platted and named,— then a movement was put oti 
foot to establish the seat of justice for the county at tliis, its only settlement, and h\ 
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Its only Tillage ol one log lioiisB. A petition umuiiinoiisly signed, no doubt, was sent 
to Governor Cass, who, in acoordiuiee wltk tiie toiiltorial statute in audi case jiro- 
Titled, appointed commissionei's to examine, select and report & location for the seat of 
justice of Lenawee coTinty. They decided to locate it at Tecmnseh, and It Is related 
that wben the oomnilaslOQera stuck the stake to mai* the site for the court honse, the 
company present, among whom were the propiletors of the Tillage, swung then- liata 
and gave three hearty clieers. Mr. Wing, In the ardor of hia enlinisiflflm, swimg his 
hat witi snch empUaals that at the last whirl it flew away, leaving in hia hand a piece 
■at the brim about as large as a silyer dollar. This, perhaps, was pi'qihetJe of the early 
■flight of the "seatof jnstlee" to a more sonthei-n site. 

Upon receipt of the commissioners' report, the Legislative Coiinell passed " An Act 
to establish the seat of jiiatico in Lena,wee coimty," alilioiigh at that time the county 
was unoi-ganlzed, being attached to tlie coiuity of Monroe. The act was approved 
June Both, 1834, and is as follows : 

Be iteruuited by flie Gouemor and LealalaUve CmiMcil of Sie Ten-Umv of Midhir 
aim. That the seat of justice in the county of Lemiwee be, and the same is hereby 
estflbllfihed on tlie northwest quarter of section number tiiirty-finu-, in. township five 
south, range fmu- east, la Hie said coimty of Lenawee, on lands owned by Messrs. 
Wing, Evans & Brown, agreeable to the plan of a town or villBge, situated on said 
northwest quarter secMon, and recorded in the Keglster's ofBce, in the county of Mon- 
roe, the twenty-sixth day of June, one thouswid e{f^t hundred and twenty-foru-. 

About the latter ptat of June a postofflce also was established, and Musgrove Evans 
appointed postinastei'. About the first day of July, 1834, Mr. Brown i-etunied to Jef- 
fersou «>imtr, N. X., for his family. An extract from a letter, written lilni by Mr, 
Evans, will sliecl some light on the condiUou of thii^ in tills young settlement. The 
letter beM« date "Tecumseh, 8M., ath, 1834" After acknowledging the receipt tliat 
moraijigof BTOvra's letter "of Hie 6t!nilt.,"Hie latter says: 

"The articles Hiee mentions will be good here, particularly the stove, as It takes 
some time always in a new place to get ovens and chimneys oouTenient for cooking. 
We have neither yet, and no otlier way of baldly for twenty people but in a baEe 
kettle and tie fire out at the door." 

The saw mill yyas completed and commenced opei-ations in the fall of 1834, and 
buUdlug tlienoelortli became possible. Li the month of Jmiej 1834, Jesse Osbni-n vis- 
ited the Infant settlement, and selected and piirohased a tract of land near where 
Ju(^e Stacy now resides. In the monthof Ai^ust, fliat year, he removed his family 
to tlie wilds of Michigan. He came by schooner to Detroit ; from tlienco Mr. Osbiuii 
■drove his own team, to Monroe, over the old River road, and his was the first team 
driven over the route subsequent to the war of 1813. They fomid bridge frames and 
jstrlngers, but none were planked. The covering had been removed by the contending 
armies, Mid since tlio return of peace the traffic of Detroit had been canled on by the 
lake craft. There was but little need of a highway between Detroit and Monroe, na 
their intercourse could be carried on by way of the lalM much cheaper and more eas- 
ily, and for years the road was traveled only by the French pony ti'ains, tlie aniraals- 
carryii^ about four hundred pomids eacli. 

Mr. Osbum breught to the territory two plows of diverse pattern, aiid one of them 
fleserTes, pei'haps, a tew words of description. Cast irmi plows had been madein tlie 
the latter part of the 18th century, but were not used by farmers until after Mr. Wood 
patented his improvement in 1818. The plow in general use before that time was a wood- 
en plow, with a wrought Iron share or point, and had received the cognomen of "bull 
plow." The hitroduclioa of oaat iron plows met witli great opposition from the farm- 
ers of the east They argued they would spoil the laud ; liiat lasA plowed with them 
would not produce as good crops as that plowed with the old bull plow, "for," said 
they, " It turns a furrow too flat, and does not leave the gromid as loose and light as 
tiie bull plow does.'' To express their contempt for it, they dubbed the Wood plow 
the pol^metal plow. Wlien Mr. Osbum was preparing to come to the Territory of 
Michigan he purchased a Wood's plow. His neighbors looked at him with astoidsh- 
inenL "What," said thcj', " you going to use a pot-metal plow; why, you can't do 
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anything with it luiioi^ stones." "Tliat's jiwt it," said Mr. Osl)iu-ii, "I am going to 
Mloiiigaii, iriiere tliey don't have aiiy stones." But aithoiigli Ur, Osbuiii tronght aii 
Iran piow to JlicWgau, he never enttrely lost Ms prejndice against tiiepot-mefal affair. 
He broi^ht tlie siiare of his oM bnlJ plow with him, re--wooded it here, and as long as 
lie could find a blacksmith that undeiatood sharpening it, he would plow wiUi n* 
other, and the probabilities are that the iirst crop of wheat r^sed hi Lenawee comity 
was sowed on land plowed with a bull plow. Mr. A. C. Osburn, of Woodstock, pre- 
serves file remains of Ms f aflier's bull plow, and as the younger readers have, probably, 
never seen such a plow, a description will be attempted. 

The eomponeiit parts of tills plow are the" cMp," the share, monldboavd, beam, and 
handle. The "oMp" was made out of a round piece, two sides di-essed at right 
angles, so as to present a smooth side on the bottom and to tlie land ; the forward end 
was formed to fit into the share, and tiie other was moiiised to receive the handle. 
Tlie "share" resembles tlie forward part of an Iron plow, inclndii^ the point, and 
forward porUons of mouldboard and iandside. To tills siiare and chip was fitted a 
woodeli mouidboard, usn^y rived out of a piece of timber having the proper wind. 
The beam was of wood, but little larger than a com cultivator beam, and was ten- 
anted to receive tlie handle. A single bolt, which had its fiatteneii head let into the 
bottom of the cMp, and had a nut at iSs upper end, on top of tlie beam, fastened the 
chip and share to the bean forward, while the handle— only one— fitting on to tiie ten- 
ant of the beam and Into the mortise of tlie chip, fastened Use lieani to the chip behind. 
The rectangular sides of the chip, measuriiy^ not more than two inciies, formed tlie 
bottom and iandside. The siiaro was of wrought iron, and was shai'pened by being 
drawn out at a smith's forge. 

A school house was built by Evans and Brown, of tamarack logs, and was twelve 
feet sqnare. In tliat houpe Mrs. Gleorge Spaflord taught school in the winter of 1834-5. 
The Evans' house tliis whiter sheltered Mr. and Mrs. Evans and five children, Mr. 
and Mrs. Brown and five oMldrea, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Spaffiord, and from ten to twelve 
work hands employed at the mill and about the business of the vnin firm. 

On the tMrd day of May, ISSi, William Kedzie, of DelM, N, Y., pui-ohased of the 
United States government a tract of land m Hie township of Blissfield, but he did 
not settle on. it until October, 1836. In the montli of June, 1834, Mr. Hervey Bliss pur- 
chased a tract of land lu that township, aitd moved on Itin tlie mouth of December 
following. Mr. Bliss came to this county froni Eaisinville, Monroe county. He set- 
tled In tlie village of Monroe in 1818, a year later he moved thirteen miles up Uie 
Kaisln, and settled on government land, but It proved to be on the "Macon reservation." 
He was driven off by the ludlans In 1819, and settled hi tlie townsliip of Ealsiuvllle, 
Monroe county, where he resided until he removed to Lenawee oAuity, as heretofore' 
stated. He built a log house, which he and his family occupied for about twelve 
years, Mr. Gideon West setUed on section twenty-nine in January, 1825.' 

In the spring of isas Mr. Bliss lost one of his oxen, and had no means to buy an- 
other, but hlB new neighbor, a Mr. HmiIsou, bfdng about to return to Massachusetts 
for his wife, loaned Mm a pair of youug steers. Wlfli these he managed to log a*id 
drag a small field for spring crops. He Imd to go to Morale to mill, and had no team 
he could drive on the road. He drove his ox to the township of R^lnviUe, 
yokedlJm with a borrowed ox, liitohed the pair to a borrowed cart, returned to Ms 
residence, took in sixteen bushels of com, and drove to Monroe. The grist ground, 
the whole distance had to he again traveled over in reverse order. To get that grist 
ground It cost hlni eight days' time and one hundred and forty miles travel. He 
foiuid this imilin g so expensive that he htmied a hollow In Hie top of a stump, of 
BUflicieut size to confahi a haif bushel of grfdn, and with a pestle attached to a spi'Ing 
pole, he pounded his com for bread until he was enabled to procure anotlier ieam. 

With tiie opening of tlie spring of 18M bu-sy scenes recurred, and before autumn 
lai^e accessions had been made to the jxipulation of Lenawee county'. In that yeEir 
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the people of the Teemnseh settlement were principally engird lu making sure ilie 
pn^esB of the preceding eventful year, lii preparing dwellings for those on the 
ground and those arrivii^, antt In clearing off ground for culUvation. JUr. Brown 
built a fraine tinlltiiiig and opened it as a pnhlic house, the first aiwl then the only 
pnbUc hoase west of the village of Monroe. Mr. JeBse Oshum, in the fall of tliat 
year, sowed the first wheat In Lenawee countj', on the gronnd a little north of the 
present residence of Judge Stacy, and James Knoggs built and opened a store. ITie 
elder Osbimi spelled Ills name with a u; hta son uses an o instead. 

In the summer of 1835 Mr. Darius Comstock, of Hlagai'acotinty, N. Y,, pnrchased a 
tract of land in tlie present township of Eaisin, in what is known as " The Taliej-," 
»bout midway between Tecumseh and Adrian. His son, Addlaon J. Comstoolt, pur- 
chased of the government, on the sevenUi day of September, 1825, four hundred and 
eighty acres of land, on which he afterwards lidd out tlio village of Adrian. Of the 
elder Comstock we qnote the enlogtstle words of Francis A. Dewey, esq. r " Of the 
flarly pioneers no one is more worthy of special notice than our lute friend, Drfflus 
Comstock, with his ample means and generous ways. He located liis lands in the 
vaUcy fonr miles sonth. of Teonmseh ; there he made himself and family a beautiful 
home, where his declining years were spent with good wiU to all. For many years 
past tliese lands and stately buildings have been in the hands of trustees, and have 
heoonte one of the best litwaiy institutions in the country. It was largely through 
theeffortsofDiui.uBComstooktliatUieflr8tmeetlug house in the county was erected, 
and it now stands a monument to his memory, Tiiousands of the Friends persuasion 
jcorlyasfiemble init to worship Uieirueandonly God." TheyoungerComstflck, after 
entering his lands, returned to the StAte of Hew York, where he remained during the 
winter of 1835-8, 

In the spring of 1830 Wing, Evans & Brown built a giist mill at Tecumseh, the set- 
tlers having agrfied to pay two hundred dollars towards tlie cost of its erection. 
'Iiuaier Stetson was the build*. The dain was ready built, the building and water- 
wheel easily built, but it was extremely dlfBcuit to provide the mill-stones. A pair of 
French hurr stenes would coat a targe sum at the east, iind then it would have been 
difficult, not to say impossible, to transport them over Mi'.'h^an mud, tlmiugh Michi^ 
gan forests, to the metropolis of Lenawee comity. It has been said " neeessity is 
the mother of invention," and these pioneer miU l>uilders were not to be discouraged 
"by difficulties. A granite root was foiuid lying on the ground aboitt. two nules from 
the mill bulldhig. It had been broken intn two pieces by the f allii^ of a tree across 
it. Tlie sei-vices of Sylvestflr Blactmar, a practical miller, were called into requisi- 
tion, and the pieces pr^ared. Hie smaller fo^ the upper and the larger for the nether 
mill-stone, and with them for sevei'al years the grain of Lenawee coiuity was ground. 

The iwople liad determined to celebrate Independence Day this yeM, and great 
preparaiJon was made for tlie first Foiirtli of July ■ celebratioi}. in Lenawee county. 
The mill was ready for bnslness, flie wheat sowed by Jesse Osbiffn the fall before had 
ripened, been harvested and thi'eshed, andon this auspicious Fourth of July momii^ 
Jesse Osbum carried some wheat to the mill, Sylvester Blaekmar ground it into flour, 
and Mi's. Brown made the cake and biscuit for the celebration of that day. The pei'- 
f omianee of this feat is vouched for by llvhig witnesses. 

On fl\e fourteenth day of February, 183a, Addison J. Comstock wm niniTieit to Miss 
Sarah S. Dean, of Phelps, Ontario coimty, N. Y., and in the eai'ly spring retianed, 
with his bride, to Lenawee county, accompanied also by Mr. John Gifford and wife, 
ail-, Gifford had heen employed by Mr. Comstock to assist him in the clearing of his 
land and the erection of suitable hnildinga. The women were left at the Valley imtU 
suitable hoiises could be erected on the Comstock tract. 

While the houses were being bidlt, that Is to say on the twenty-eighth day of June, 
1636, John Giftord purohaaed of the United States eighty acres of hind, now consti- 
tuting a portion of the second ward of flie city of Adrian. Mr. Gifford occupied tiie 
house built foi- him on the tenth day of August, and Mr. Comslock mo\'ed into his a 
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few days later, aiid tliiis Mis. Gifford became tlie first wMte wornau inliaWbiiit of ttie 
intiire Adrian. Mr. Comstocfe's house was situated in an oaJi gi'o^e on tlie baiik of the 
river, soutli side of Mauniee street, nearly ojtposite tie Gibson House. Mr. Corn- 
stock built a saw mill this year, and had it completed in the month of November. 
It was the second saw mill In the county. 

December SWi., 1836, Elias Dennis pureliaseil of the United States eighty acres of 
land, now fenown sis L. G. & A. S. Berry's Southern Addition to Hie city ol Adrian. 

In October of tliis year Mr. TVlliiani Kedzle, who as before staled, purchased land 
ia Blissfleld in May, 18^, settled on liis land. The winter was spent in cntting down, 
■with the help of two brothers, Nathan fuid Benjamin Tlbblts, the timber on abont 
tlilrty acres of land, and in the followlJig sprir^ ten acres were logged and planted to 

November 30Bi of this year (1839) liie L^islative Council passed an act organizing 
the county of Lenawee, to take effect from and after tlie Slst day of December of that 
year. The terms of tlie County Court were fixed on the first Mondays of Jiuie and 
January in each year, andby this act, " All Bie country within this territory to which 
the Indian title was extinguished by tlie treaty of Chicago shall he attached to and 
compose a part oC the county of Lenawee." The territory thus attached to Lenawee 
■county comprised a bolt of eomitry extending tfom the meridian line, the west liue 
of the county, to Lake Michigan, inciuding the present counties of Hillsdale, Branch, ' 
St. Joseph, Cass, and Berrien. 

November 23d the first wedding, or rather ptdr of wefiflings, oeciured in the town- 
ship of Blissfleld— Mr. Samuel Buck and Miss Margaret Frary and Mr. George Stout 
and Misa Delight Bliss. " Loreii Marsh, a Monroe county justice, was Imported to 
perform the ceremony. 

In the fall oi 1826 Musgrove Evans was employed by the United States government 
to superintend the construction of the Chicago Road from Detroit to Clinton. It had 
been surveyed by the United States in 1835, and established ns a military road between 
Detroit and Chicago. It is two hundred and fifty-tour miles long, extends from De- 
troit through Ypsllantl and Saline, ent«rs I*navree county a little to the northeast of 
Clinton village, passes through the village of Clinton and along the northern bounda- 
ry of Lenawee county, through Hillsdale, Branch and St. Joseph coraitiea, and crosses 
the em'ner of Berrien into the State of Indiana. It was tlie thoroughfare to oflier 
Steles along which emigrants flocked in almost countless niunbers. Blois' Gawittoer . 
of the State of Michigan, published in 1838, speakhig of tlie Chicago Boad, said: 
"The travel on thra road, is immense, equal to, if not more, than on any Other In tlie 
United States of the same length." 

By an act of Hie Legislative Council, approved April 13th, 1837, it was provided ttiat 
mX tiiat part of the county Of I^nawee eontalniiy^ the surveyed townships nranbered 
five south of the base line, in ranges one, two, tliree, four and flve east of the princi- 
pal meridian, be a townshlp.hy the name of Teeumseh: all that part of said county 
containing the surveyed township iiumbei'ed six, in ranges one, two, Wiree, four and 
five, ho a townsliip by tlie name of Logan; and that all that part of the country eon- 
f aiuing the surveyed townshlpa seven, eight and nine, in ranges one, two, three, tour 
■and live, be a township by the name of BliasGeld. But by another act of the Legisln- 
tdve Council, approved the saiae day, all tiie toregoing was repealed, and the county 
was divided into townships as follows : Township nnmbei'ed five and the north half 
of township numbered six south, in ranges one, two, tJiree, four and flve east, to be a 
township nmned Teciunseh, first township meeting to be held at the house of Josepli 
■W. Brown; thesouthbalf of townships numbered six and townships numbered seven 
south, In ranges numbered one, two and Hireo east, to be a township by the name of 
L(^an, the first township meetJng to be held at the house of Darius Comstock; and 
townships numbered seven, hi ranges f oiu' and flve, and townships numbered eight 
and nine south, in rar^es numbered one, two, fliWse, four ami five east, to be a townshlji 
.named Blissfieid, the first township meeting to he held at the house of Ilervey Bliss. 
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According to tlie division wliicli l)ecame and remniiied tlie law, Tecimiseli township 
comprised tlie present townships of Macon, Teeiimaet, Clinton, EraaMln, Cam- 
IjiT^e, Woodstocit, and tlie north ha]f of tlie townships of Rollin, Bome, Adrian, 
Raisin and nidgeway. The township of Logan oompriaed tlie soiifli halt oitliepres- 
ept townships of Ridgeway, Kiusiu, Adrian, Rome and Boliin, and all of the Iflwn- 
ships of Hntlson, Dover and Madison— «ji odd sliaped township, truly; tlie township 
of Blissfield comprised tlie pi-esent townships of Pahnyia, Blissfield, Deei-field, Riga, 
Ogden, Fairfield, Seneca and Medina. 

By the same LegislatJve Act, " All that district of country situated west of Hie said . 
county of Lenawee, and wliioh is attached to said eomity, and to wiiloli the Indian. 
tiUe was extinguished liy the treaty of Chicago," was formed into a township named 
St. Joseph, the first township meetii« to be held at tiie house of Timothy S. SmlBi. 

The first township meeting in the township of Logan was held on (he 3Sth day of 
May. Ellas Dennis was Moderator of the meeU:^ ; Daiius Comatoek was elected Su- 
pervisor; Addison J. Comstock, Town Clerk; Koah Norton, Warner Ellsworth mid 
Cornelius A. Stont, Commissioners of Highways; Patrick Hamilton and Abram 
West, Overseers of tJie Poor. 

The first township meeting in the tomiship of Blissfield was held on the 28th day.- 
of itay, WiUium Kedzle was elected Supervisor, and Ezra Goff Town Clerk. Thai 
tlie county had settled rapidly siuee the advent of its first family, inisa*, may be seen 
by the following extract from a letter, written by Mr. Brown, under date of January 
14th, ISar r " The Legislative Council have organized three new coiuilies tills winter,, 
and in none of them ■•xas there a white inliabitaut in the year 1828, and In onra not dU; 
June, 18M. This is the youngest and smallest of the tliree, and we liave more Uian sis. 
hundred inhabitants." 

This year, 1837, Dr. Caleb N. Oi-msby erected the first frame dwelling witliin what, 
is now tlie city of Adrian. The first birth and death in the A. J. Comstock settle- 
ment occurred this year— Leander, Infimt son of A. J. and Sarali L. Comstock. He 
was bom August 9th, and died October 80i, 

October 28d, Mr, James Whitney purchased of the United States four ]imidred acra* 
of land, on the west side of the river, Adrian. 

The original plat of the village of Adrian was laid ont by Addison J. Comstoclt, and 
recorded April 1st, 1838. It consisted of two streets onl^, Wain and Marunee, of equal 
lengtli, crossing each other at r^ht aisles. There were forty-nine lots in oil. 

In June, 1828, James Wliltney returned to Adilaa with his family, and built a log 
house on his farm. He resided here untiJ 1S83. when the place becoming too thiekly- 
settled for him, he sold his land and removed to a newer countr;^. 

July 4ili, 1828, Independence Day was celebrated In the vDli^e of Adrian. The 
stand was erected ulider a white oak tree, near where W. S. Wilcox's store now 
stands. A national salute was fired, a blacksmith's anvil having been prepared for 
tliat purpose. Amidst the booming of tlie extemporized cannon tie people assembled. 
Addison J. Comstock read tlie Declaration of Independence, and Dr. C. H". Ormsby 
delivered the oration, which ended, tbe Marshal of tlie Day, Noah Norton, formed the 
processlffli and marched through streets fringed with hazel brush, to the residence of 
A. J. Comstock, where ilie ladles of the village had prepai-ed dinner. Mr. Norton and 
Eleazer Baker had one pair of shoes between theni, and they belonged to Baiter. A 
bare-footed marshal would never do, so Norton wore the shoes and Baker remahied 
at home. 

Ill the summer of 1833 Isaac Dean commenced building tlie "Exchange," a public 
house which for many years occupied the site of the Lawrence house, and was the 
principal hotel of the village. 

In tlie winter of 1828-9 JDss Dorcas Dean taught tlie first school in Adrian, in tiie 
house of Noah Noi'ton. During tlie year 1829 a frame school house was built on the 
west side of South Main street. 

The subject of religion was not forgotten by tlie bus;' pioneers of Lenawee comity,. 
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Tiie Rev. Noah M. Wells preached at Teciimseh m 1833. In 1S3T llie Rev. Jolm Jaiies 
preached at t!ie house ot Noah Korton, ia Adrian. In Apill, 1828, the Rev. Alanson 
Darwin organized the Presbyterian church in Tecumseh. Daniel SmlHi and Elijah 
Brownell often preached tJie word to file Friends of the Valley. In Anguat, 1838, the 
Re¥. John A. Baoglraian, of Monroe, preached tlie first sermon In Hie township ot 



August 5th, this year, William Ketliie, of Biissfield township, died. Jfr. Kedzie 
pm'ehased the first land sold hy tlie Government la the township of Biissfield, settled 
on it in bctober, 1839, and was elected first Supervisor of the to^nisliip In ISi*?. He 
possessed a rohust constitntion, was seldom sick, and was always a hard-worltiDg 
man. He had sowed a crop of wheat ia tlie fall of 1827, and !a Jidy, 1838, he harvested 
It ; bat while it still stood In shock, he was prostrated on a hed of aickness, and died 
!n a few days. He left a widovf, five boys and two guls, to grapple uaaided witl> 
the hardships of pioneer life. ■ On the maible slab at the head of his gi'ave Is chiseled 
the story of his life ;— "Wilwam Kedzte. A native of Eoxhoroshh'e, Scotland, who 
departed this life Ai^. 5, 1838, aged 47 years, 6 mo. and 5 days. A asefnlcitizea;-a 
true friend; a loving Mid fnitlifid husband; an aflectJonate parent; aad a sincere 
christian." 

In June of this yeai-, the Legislative Goiuieil laid out a Tenltoriid road from 'Tort 
Lawrence," (Toledo) "in tlie comity of Bloaroe," tliroiigli "Biissfield and Logan, and 
also through the village of Adrian, in the coanty of Lenawee, to intersect the Chicago 
road on the most direct and eligible route; and Anthony JU'Kee, of said county of 
Lenawee, and Eli Hubbard and Seneca Allen, of the county of Monroe, are hereby 
Hppointed commissioners to lay oat siJd road." The act wa» approved June 28d, 1838, 
and the reader will perceive that at tlils time the Territory of Michigan was exercisiag 
jm'lsdictioa over the region borderiag on tlie JHaumee, and that the site of the city of 
Toledo was then eonsidered a part of the county of Monroe. 

Inisae Governor Cass oi'gcmized the aillltla of Lenawee comity, and appointed thet 
foUowii^ ofilcers; Col., Jolm W. Brown; Lieut. Col., William McNair; Jlaj., Davis 
Smiiii. 

In December, 183S, or early in Jnauary, 1893, a post-ofiice was eafablished at the 
village, and Addison J. Comstock was commissioned poat-aiaster. Of tills post-office 
Mr. Comstodk, In a document pi'epared by him several years since, says : 

"The oondilionB of establishing the ofBce were that ilie contractor should take the 
net revenue of tlie oHIcb for iawisnorting the mail from Adrian to Monroe. The 
whole receipts of the firat rjuarter, ending March 31, 1829, -was SrS.OOJi- '^^'^ net revenue 
Ifl the conftactor, after pajfii^ expense of office, 9Mi cents.. It sliould be remarked: 
tUat the carrying of the mail was not eiroenslve, as die post-master took advantage of 
the OK teams tliat matle regular trips to Monroe, and so obtained tiie mail aljout every 
week, as a trip to Monroe and back ooald be perfonaed in aboat five days when tliey 
liad good lack." 

It was dming this year Dr. E. Conont Wintei- settled in Adrian. He opened a di-y 
goods store on tlie southwest corner of Maiunee and Winter streets, and Addison J- 
Comstock and Isaac Dean, built the red flouring mill. 

Jime 9d, 183B, Abljab Rasseil pnrcliased of the general government about tliirty-fivft 
acres of land within the present limits of the city of Adiliui. 

Dmlng the year 1839 Coraelias Miilspaw settled In Woodstock, and Silas Benson 
entered land in Ihe township of Moscow. . 

In October, 1839, the Legislative Council laid out Hie townsliip of St, Joseph into 
the counties of Hillsdale, Branch, St. Joseph, Cass, and Berrien; and by act of tlie 
Council, approved November 4Hi, 1839, the counties of St. Joseph and Cass were or- 
gaalzed; Hillsdale was attached to Lenawee; the comities of Branch, Kalamazoo, 
Calhonn, Barry and Eaton were attached to the coaaty of 8t. Joseph ; and the counties 
of Berrien and Van Eurea were attachedto the county of Cass. By aa act approved 
November 5th, the townships of White Pigeon, Sherman and Flowerflehl, In the 
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county oi St. Joseph, and Uie townships of Pokagon, LnGrange and Ontwa, in tlie 
■county of Cass, were organized. These townships, as then organized, comprised sev- 
eral surveyed townships ; ajid fmm tliem, from time to liine, other townsliips liave 
been organized, imfU each only comprised one siirveyefl townsliip. 

In 18S0 the United States census wis taten, and for the purpose of tailing that cen- 
sus within Lenawee county, Musgrove Evans, of Teeumseh, was uiade assistant 
United States mai-slial, Hillsdale eoimty iviis at that thne attachetl to Lenawee 
■county, and Mr, Evans' returns show tlie population to be as follows: Hillsdale, To; 
Teeumseh, 771; Lt^an, BOO; Bllssfleld, lis. Total, 1,491. 

It will he remembered that Logan, as then consUtitted, embraced the south half of 
Kidgeway, Eaisin, Adrian, Home aad HolUn, and the lownshli« of Madison, Dover 
and Hudson. The following is swd to toe a complete list of heads of families in Logan 
township: Darius Comstock, Catharine Pay, Alpheus HiU, Cornelius A. Stout, 
■George Scott, Allen Chaffee, Jonathan Hamai'd, Elijah Brownell, Anson Howell, 
Samuel Todd, Cary Rogers, James Whitney, John Wood, Pliney Field, Addison J . 
'ComBtook, Cluirles Mortis, Hannah Glfford, Robert Smith, Joslah Shumway, Patrick; 
Hwnilton, Jolm Walsworth, Daniel Smitli, Milo Comstock, D. Torrey, Davis D, Ben- 
nett, John Powers, Anaon Jackson, Lyman Pease, Silas Simmons, Lewis Niekerson, 
Nelson Bradlsh, William Edmonds, Cnrren Bradi^, Levi Shumway, Daniel Gleaaon, 
Samuel Davis, Stephen Fitch, Aaron S. Baker, William Foster, Ellas Dennis, Nathan 
Pelton, Turner Stetson, William Jackson, John Arnold, Nathan Comstock, Betsy 
Mipes, Joseph Pi'att, Abrrai West, Thomas Sachrider, Daniel Odell, William H. 
Eowe, Moses Bugby, Sami\el Weldon, Jeremiah Stone, David Wiley, Noah Norton, 
Asher Stevens, Samuel Burton, John Comstock, Joseph Beals, John Murphy, Samuel 
a. L. Maples, David Biiby, Charles Havlland, Benjamin Mather, Jolm Chapman, 
..Jacob Brown, Jacob Jackson, Job S. Comstock, Elijah Johnson, Samuel Carpenter, 
Cassander Peters, William Brooks, Joslah Baker, Seth Laiamon, N. W. Cole, Beuben 
Davis, John Fitch, Daniel Walsworth, Nehemiali Bassett, Ephriam Dunbar, Isaae 
Dean and C. N. Onnsby. 

lu the fall of 1830 Isaac Frendi came to Adrian and built a hotel on tlie comer now 
■occupied by Crane & Mason. In 1836 he sold it to Pomeroy Stone. 

In the year 1831 Turner Stetson built the Hotel now known as the Gibson House, 
M)ut lor mauy years kept by Sampson Sammons as the Mansion House. Hham Kld- 
■der, of Ontario county. New York, settled In what is now kiwwn as the Talley, 
midway between Teeumseh and Adrian, where he entered lajiil for lils brother, Na- 
than E. Kidder. Dr. Bebee settleil in Adiiaji, and the next year died of small-poK. 
Joseph H. Cleveland opened a store on tlie north side of Maumee street, near the 

During 1881 James D. Van Hoevenbm'gh and Charles Blafilnnar entered, and soon 
afterwai'ds Van Hoevenburgh settled on lands within the limits of the township of 
.Somerset as at present oi^anizeil; and Samuel Aiken, Peter Benson and Pontius 
Hooper entei'cd lands wltliin the limits of Moscow. 

Charles Blaeltmar settled in the township of Cambridge in 1839 and died of cholera 
In August, 183i. 

The yeai- 18^ was a stirring year in the annals of our young county. In tlie spring. 
Black Hawk, with a band of warriors, crossed the Mississippi river and advanced 
throi^h tlie settlements. He was attacked by a body of Illinois militia, and then the 
Indians broke uj into small parties and began an indiscriminate massacre of the in- 
habitants, still constantly advancing toward Chicago, which seemed then- common 
objeeUve point. Chicago wfB then an tnsignlficaat tradii^ post, protected by a fort; 
but the probabilities were, If that post should fall, the Indians, encouraged by its fall, 
■would advance tliroi^h Hie Infant settlements of Northern Indiana and Southern 
Michlgiui to tlie Canada line. Word came to the infant settlements of the southern 
tier of counties that the Indians were advancing, and atong with it the call of the In- 
dian Agent at Chicago for niilitary assistaiioe. Thei'e were enoi^h Indiana within 
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"flicse counties to cut the throats of Use white iiUiabitante, if arouaed, and perhaps 
the best way to defend Hielr own homes was to meet the enemy beyond (he borders 
of the Territory. Col, John W. Brown hatl been promoted to the comiaanrt of the 
third brigade of Michigan militia, and without waJtiiig for orders from the Governor, 
he ordered his brigade to rendezvous at the villafie of Nlles. The eighth (Lenawee) 
i-egiment, then conunanded by Col. William McNair, responded nobly to the call, and 
was in the shortest possible time ready for tlie order to march. 

The regiment was composed of two companiea from Tecumseh, one from Adrian, 
and one from Hie village of Clinton, wliioh had sprung Into existence since the com- 
pletioB of the Chic^o road. Qen. Brown's order required Col. MoNwr to take only 
volunteers. Said theorder: "Take no man with yon who is not a volimtoer. Let 
ihe thnid return to tlieir homes." When tlie regiment was drawn np into line, the 
order was lead, and all who desired to return home were ordered to step four paces 
to the front ; but not a man adTanced. The regiment took np its line of maich by the 
way of flie Chicago road for Niies, the place appointed for tlie brigade rendezvous. 

The reader can hardly appreciate the feelings of mothers and children as they saw 
every able bodied man move off to battle with the lodianfoe, hundreds of miles away. 
It is true the danger was then distant, but their minds were keenly alive to the terrors 
<if Indian warfare. It was lien not twenty yiears since the horrible massacre at the 
jlver Kalsin, only a few miles off, tlie detmls of which were all too weU remembered 
±a b^et a feeling of security. The Indians living In their midst were friendly, it Js 
true, but such was tlie known treachery of tlie Indian character that they lived In 
dread lest even these friendly Indians should suddenly go upon the war path, 
and fall upon them In tlieir unprotected condition. But tlie Indians remaned friend- 
ly, and before the brigade left NUes, tlie regular army, under Gen. Atkinson, defeated 
the hostile Indians and captured Black Hawk. The troops were sent home with the 
ihanks of the commanding genei'a! for t)ie spirit displayed in their prompt response 
to the call of their countrj'. 

In the winter of 1831-3 Congress made an appropriation to build a turnpike road 
&om LaPlalsiawe bay to flic Chicago road, through Tecumseh, and in the fall of 1SS3 
Musgrove Evans, of Tecumseh, was employed to survey the route. The jobs were 
let In the spring of 1883, and the road was completed during the sunmier of 18S5. 

Mr. A. C. Osbom says Cornelius Millspaw was the first settler in township five 
south, of range one east, now called Woodstock, and he Uilnks Millspaw settled there 
in 1828 ; but a reference to the tract book shows tiiat Millspaw entered his land Octo- 
ber 37th, 18S9. He may, however, have "squatted" on his land, and been unable to 
enter it sooner tlian 1883; but however that may be, Mr. Jesse Osbum was either the 
first or second settler, and his family award the post of honor to Millspaw. Jesse Os- 
bum sold his laad In Tecumseh, and August SZtli, 1833, entered land in Woodstock, 
and probably moved on it that fall. John Gilbert located land in tiiat township iu 
1826, but tradition says he was only a speculator and held his land for that purpose 

In June, 18S3, the Leglslaave Council oiganlied two townships in Biimch county— 
Coldwater and Prairie Kiver,— and in March, 1833, organized township five south, in 
ranges one, two and thiee east, Lenawee county, into a new township, and nained It 
Franklin. The iirst township meeting was held at the house of Hiram Reynolds. 
By act approved March Ttli, 1834, townships eight and nine and fractional township 
fen south, in ranges one, two and three east, were erected into the township of Fair- 
field. ItwiilbeobservedfhatinthisaotalsotheTerritorial Legislature assertedlts 
.anthority over the strip of territory which afterwards was cosms belli of the Toledo 
war. Townships seven south, In ranges one, two and three east, were erected into a 
new township and named Lenawee. The first township meeting was held at the 
school house one mile east of WQllam Edmonds, In said township. Township six 
soulh, In range four east, was oiganized Into a township and named Raisin. The first 
±OH*iisliip meeting was held at the house of Amos Hoeg. Townships seven, eight, 
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nine, aiwl fractionnl township ten, Iii rimge fom-, east, were organized into a townsltip- 
and named Palmyra, first towiislilp meeting to be lield at the lioiise of Cains G. Bolt- ■ 
inson ; aad townships live and six aoiitii. In i-ange five east, were matle into a township 
named Macon, first township meeUi^ to be held at lie honse of Henry Graves. AlE 
iliat part of Teoiimseh comprised in 13ie north half of township sIk south, in ranges^ 
one, two and tliree east, being the north half of the present townships of Rollui, Romar 
and Adraln, was deteclied from Teemnseli and attached to the township of Logan. 
This statement of the organization of townsldps in 1834 is here made out of its chroao- 
logloid order becanse wiUi this chapter this liistorical aketoh of tte settlement of eastera 
Lenawee will close; Tor the anmo reitaon anotlier enterprise which had its Inceptioit 
In 18SS, but was carried ont later, which exerted a largelnfluence in tlie seUlcmenS; 
of the western part of the county, deserves to be noticed hei*. 

By an act of thellie^IativeCoimeilof theTenitory of Miclilgan,' approved ApriJ 
33ntl, 1833, the Erie and Kalamazoo Kallroad Company was incoi'porated, with a nom- 
inal capital stock of one million dollara,'in shares of 6fty dollars each, and when one 
thousand shares were subscribed for, Ibe corporators thereby and ttieneefortlibeeflmets 
' body corporate and politic." Stephen B. Comatock, Benjamin F, Slickney, David! 
White, Caius C. Koblnson, Darins Comstoct, Asabel Tinch, B. Conant Winter, Setl)- 
Dunham, Silas Holbrook, Stephen Vichery aad Edwin H. LoHirop were flie corpora- 
tors, and were authorized to build a railrcad, with single or double tract, from Pori.'-' 
Lawrence through or as near as practlcabie to the vlllHge of Adrian, and tlienee oi* 
the most eligible rente to such point on the Kalamazoo river as they may deem most 
proper and useful. The corporators were to begin tiie road within three years, Enisle 
it to Adrian in six years, one-half of It In fifteen years, and tlie whole road within 
thirty years. That pari of the road beyond Adrian was afterwards abandoned. Al' 
the time of tlie inceptJon of this project there not only was no railway west of LaJce 
Eile, biit none inTNewpingiand. There was a railroad between Albany and Schenee- 
tady operated with horse power and atittionary engines, and a few iiort routes in' 
Fennsylvaula, but American Kuh-oad building had ]u3t begun. The subscription, 
books for iJie Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad Company were opened Maieb, 1834, ant^ 
the iirst tiSOfiOO of stock was subscribed and the Company fuUy ocgauized before the 
end of May. Tlie work was Immediately commenced. It was designed to use horse' 
power only on the road, and therefore the road was bniitwithwoodenrails. Itwasso 
far finished that cai'S commenced to run in 1836, It was nm by horse power inili? 
June, 1887, when the road was ironed witli strap rail and a locomotive was purchased- 
The successful con^pietion of tliis enterprize sliorteuod routes and cheai«iied fares ' 
and freight so materially as to mark a new epoch in the liistory of the county. 
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m, BEAM OBEEK VALLEY, 

isis TO isas. 

'Tlie Iwginning of tlie year 1833 touatl the Beaii Creek country an iiiibi'okeii wilder- 
saeaa. Nine yeara had. lapsed since tlie flist setflement was made witlilii the comity 
linuts, and ^though consldeTable enci'vachmeuts had been made on the dense forests, 
yet comparatively but little had been done. Ifroni Tecumseh, as a center, settlers had 
anade theii way tiiroi^h the townsliip of Franlillii and some settlemeats had been, 
jaade in Cambridge. The principal part of the settlers were ia Ihe region of country 
SfStween the two principal points, Tecumseh and Adrian, From Adnan settlers bad 
Treatured as tar west in Dover as Roliert and Bart White's, who lived on either side of 
*he road where the Eaisia crosses the line between sections two ajid eleven. ■ Settlers 
Jiad occupied the most eligible lots in Madison, and eonunenced on Bie two northeriy 
itler of sections in Fairfield, but the southern part of Dover, the townships of Seneca, 
Medina, Hudson and Eollin were yet unt«uclied by the pioneer hand, and but one or 
*wo families had settled ia Woodatock, The Government had made a military road, 
~-^the Oiiieago,— leading from Detroit to Cliicago, wiileh passed through the extreme 
aoitii part of the county. It was smTeyed in 1825 and built in tiie saceeeding years, 
probably before 1330, but for years It was but little better tiian a quagmire. The road 
Iniiowed the old Indian trail along Uie highest lands, but a sh^le belt .six rods in 
width,- through hiterminahle forests, afforded the sun but little opportunity to dry the 
-soil, and it required but little travel to make the newly plowed road almost impassible. 
But there are some men possessed of such adventurous spirits that tlieir com'age seems 
■ia rise with increased and increasing difBcullies. A few such men as these had scat- 
tered tiiemselves along Hie Clilcage road, built tbemselves log cabins, and conuneaced 
Iceeping hotel, ministering to the wants of adventurous emigrants and thirsty savages. 
There were perhaps two such within, the limits of Woodstock, one such in Somerset, 
land one in Moscow; but none of these were properly within the valley of Bean Creek_ 
In 18^ the General Government surveyed anoHier military road, from La Fleasanee 
Say tothe Chloago road In the township of Cambridge. This road waa not finished 
imtil 1835, but its completion afforded a valna.ble route to the westward bound emi- 
grant!. In 183S the Legislative Council appointed commissioners to lay out a territorial 
road " from Port Lawrence (Toledo) in the county of Moni-oe, miming hi the most 
direct and eligible route Hirougli Bllssfield and Logan, and also tiiroi^fh the village of 
Adrian, to intersect tlie Chicago road on the most direct and eligible route," This 
ieoadwas surveyed soon after to pass tliroi^h the townships of Eome and Woodstock, 
just toucblng the comer of EoUin, but Hie westerly portion of it was not completed 
until 18B6. This road passed to the north-eastward of Devil's Lake, and tlms it will 
^e seen all the northerly lines of travel led the emigrant by and around the Bean 
Creek country. 

In the yeai' 1883 IJie Legislative Coiuioll of the territory established a ivaH com- 
mencing at Vistula, (Toledo,) in the town of Port Lawrence, nmning on tlie most 
eligible route to the forks of tlieOttawarlver, thence westerly In towns nme, soutli 
■on the most eligible routeto tlie eastern boundftryline of the Sbite of Indiana. There 
was but lltUe done on this road until 1834 and 1835, and tliere was not then enough 
■done on it to make it in aiiy sense a thoroughfare. 

Thus matters stood in 1838. The valley of tlie Raisin had been sparsely settled, 
while beyond to the westward, half of Lenawee and all of Hillsdale counties was an 
interminable forest. On the iOx of June, 1831, Ira Alma, of Seneca county, New York, 
iiad entered the west half of the northwest guarter of section twenty in the township 
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of Eollin, and on tlie tentli day of May, 1833, Addison J. Comstock entered Hie east 
half of file noi'tlieast quarter of section thirty-two, in the saiae townaliip, but nothing 
was done towards effecting a settlement in ettlier ot tliose years. Hiram Kidder set- 
tled In "the valley" in 1831, and early in tiie year 1833 visited the Beaa creek country, 
and on the sixth day of February entered the southwest quarter and west half of the 
southeast quarter of section six ajid the northwest fractional quart«r of section sev^Ur 
town seven south, rai^e one east, now the township of Hudson. Tills land he en- 
tered in the names of Daniel Hudson, Nathau B.Kidder and William Young, ali of 
Ontario count)'. New York. 

About the first day of Api-il, 188S, Joseph Bcal and Ms son William, equipped for r 
land hunt, departed from the village of Adrian, and taking a southwesterly course, 
reached Bean creek ia the vicinity of where Morenci now stands. Tiiey Hiea pro- 
ceeded up the ereelt until they reached the bend in Hie southerly part of town seven, 
south (Hudson), and Uien taking tlieir bearii^ by the ^d of a pocket compass, tiier 
proceeded through the wlldemcss on a sti'aiglit line as near as possible for Devil's 
Lake, the headwaters of Hie Bean. TlieycameoutontliebanksofKoundLake. After- 
considerable explorations Uiereabouts they returaed to Adrian through town six: 
south, rai^ two west (Rome). At that thne, April, 1333, the north half ot towns 
seven south in raises one and two east (Eollin and Eome) formed a part of the town- 
ship of Tecuniseh, and tiie south half of those towns formed a part of tiie town- 
ship of Logan. Several other exploring parties visited Uie region of tlie lakes during 
that month, ajid the result of such explorations was, Hiat May 1st David Steer en- 
tered seven or eight lots, and on May 8d William Beal and Erastus Aldiich entered 
their land, all in the township of Eollin, as now constituted. During the eariy part of 
May, say about the sixth, seventii or eightSi days, tiio Hon. Orson Green visited Dev- 
il's Lake, and slept under Uie bine vatdt of heaven on the land he afterwards entered 
and now owns. At that time, says Mr. Ureen, there were no inhabitants save Indians 
hi all 13ils country, from Hie Chicago road to ami Into the States of Oliio and Indiana. 

At this time Charles Ames and his broUiera and bi-othcrs-in>law were contempla- 
ting emigrating to Micliigan, They had aiTanged to come to tlie house of a ftlend 
living in liie vicinity of Detroit, and to explore the countiy from there. Nathan B- 
Kidder, Esq., learoing of Hieir intentions, described to them in glowing terms the 
advantages of the Bean creek countiT, as he liad learned them from his brother- 
Hiram, Hieii already an inliabitant of Lenawee county, and advised Mr. Charles 
Ames and Thomas Pennock, whom It had been arrai^ed should look land for the 
party, to proceed at once to the house of his brother Hh:am who would, he said, sliow 
them tlie loveliest county under Hie sun, Tliey acted on his advice, and In the 
month of May, 1833, visited Lenawee county and under the lead of Mr. Htram Kid- 
der explored the Bean creek country. Mr. Kidder was a practical sm'veyor, and wast 
well acquainted with tlie country. He had delibei-ately selected land in what he- 
deemed the most eligible part of tiie comitry. He intended to locate there and deslrecf 
neighbors, and it is not strange, tlierefore, that he should convince the land lookers 
sent by his brother that their bast interests would be subserved by locating in liis! 
neighborhood. 

CharlesAmes,onUie20thdayot May, 1883, entered Hie east half of Uie south-ivest 
quarter of section seven. His broUier-in-Iaw, Thomas Pennock, entered tiie wwit 
half of the southwest quarter of section seven. On tiie 7th day of June Chai-les Ames 
entered the souHieast quai-ter of section one and the northeast quarter of section 
twelve, in town seven south of range one west, now the township of Bttsford, and 
Thomas Pennock tlie southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of the same sectico*. 
and township. Having made these pm-chases, Ames and Pennock returned to the 
East to prepare theiv families for removal. 

On the 16th day ot Jrnie, Hiram Kidder entered Hie east half of the souHieast quar- 
ter, and the west half of tiie north part of the northwest fractional quarter of sectioif 
eight, town seven south, range one east (Hudson), in the name of liis brotiicr,.Nathai'. 
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B. Ktddei', and on tlie STtli day of July entered tlie west lialf of tlic uoi-theast quarter 
of section seveu, same town, In the names ol Hudson, Kidder and Toimg. 

In Uie mouth of May, 1833, Ebenezet Gay, of tlie State of New Hampahire, an old 
man and a widower, came to Michigan and stopped at the house of Cornelius MIUs- 
paw, on the Chic^o toad near the northwest comer of town five south, of range one 
east (now Woodstflck). According to Fatlier Gay there was only one otlier liouse 
near, and tliat was the liouae of James D. Van Hoiivenburgh, al30 on the Chicago 
road, and within the limits of the present township of Somerset. He busied himself 
hi the montli of May looldng land. While tliua engaged, a man named Etchai'd L. 
Lewis came there and joined him in his journeying tftrongfi the wilderness. They 
passed quite through town five south, one west, into town six south now called 
WIteatland. They came to a piece of land having a large spring on it. G*y said 
"I will enter that," and took its description. TSiey both reached the land office in 
Monroe the same day, but Lewis Just enoiigh in aHvance to enter Gay's spring lot. 
That day was the seventh day of June, raid it is quite remarkable that the first land 
purcliased in Wheatland and tlie first in Pittsford were entered at the Jand oflice 
the same day. Gay entered land In both towns five and six sonth (Somerset and 
Wheatland), but Lewis in only the latter. Mr. Gay having secured his land, Imme- 
mediately wrote his son Timothy, who was then living in Albany, to come on and 
make'' himself a home In the wlldemsss. 

On the first day of June, 1833, Stephen Lapham bought land on section four, in. 
town six south, one east (Rollhi), and immediately built a shanty and moved a man 
into it. The man's name was Levi Thompson, and to him must be accorded the 
tame of being the first settler in the Valley of the Bean. Erastus Aldilch settled, in 
Angnst, on section nine, and in flie montli of October Joseph Beal and his son Porter 
settled on section ten. 

Samuel Gregg, then of Adrian, piloted a patty of mill men Into the Bean creek 
country in searcli of water power. Tl)py left Adrian July 4th, 18S3, going by the way 
of JIudge's Comets and Saniuel Jordan's, this last near lie south bend of the Raisin, 
which was, Grej^says, the "very verge of civilization in that direction." They fol- 
lowed an old Indian trail, until they reached tlie creek on what Is now the site of the 
village of Canandalgua. It was dark when they anived. They passed die night In 
an old Indian wigwam. In tbe morning tliey took tlieir bearings and found they 
were at the souHieast comer of section one, town eight south, range one east. Tliey 
resumed their journey. Mid followed Bean creek to a Utile stream just below where 
the village of Morenci now stands, since called Silver creek. They did not find water 
power to suit, and returned to Adrian. Gregg was so pleased with tlie country he 
wrote his brother-in-law, William Cavender a glowing description. Cavender vlslteit 
Michigan in August of tliat year, and selected lands on section six in town eight 
south, range two east, and on seoUon one town eight soutlx, range one east, eompris- 
lug Bie site of the vDlage of Canandalgua and lands adjoinhig. The land was entered 
at the land ofBce tlie second day of September, the Seneca lands in his own name, 
the Medina laud In tlie name of Saniuel Jordan. But this latter was aiterwai'ds 
deeded to Cavender, according, no doubt, to an agreement entered into at the time the 
land was taken up. 

On the 14tli day of August, 18SS, Mr. Hiram Eadder.toofc with him fi^om the Valley, 
George Lester and Heiury C. Western, proceeded to his Bean creek purchase, and 
rolledaptliebodyof aloghonseandputaroof onit. Tliis, tlie first log house wilMn. 
the limits of Hudson, was twenty-five feet square, and in the fall was finished ofE In 
the lielghtli of style, with chinked and mudded cracks, stick eliimney, and puncheon 

Tielding to the SQlIcltaUons of his father, on the last day of August, 1833, Timothy 
Gay, wife and three children, left Albany, in the State of New York, and anived at 
the house of James Van Houvenburgh, in Somerset, on tlie night of the IBth day of 
September, 1833. The old gRntleman wrote them to stop at Corneliua Millspaw's, 
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wliere lie boarded, Irnt tlie hovsG was [laased In tlie night witlioiit being observed. 
The same vessel tliat ttimight the family across Lake Erie, brought also several stage 
coaches to be, put on a line in flie Stata of HUnois, At Detroit, the agent pro- 
posed to Timotliy Gay and the other men westward bomid fliat IE they wovild lead a 
hand in putting the coadiM together he ■would give them a free passage to their des- 
ttoation. The proposition was acceded to, and very soon the company were wallow- 
ing in the mud of ttie Chicago road. The journey was a tedious one. Every house 
on the road was a tavern, and it was well it was so, for tlie prepress was so slow that 
many houses o£ entertainment were Becessaty. Mrs, Gay and her cMldron had lived 
in the city, and to tliem flie emigrant's fare seemed poor enough, and on the journey 
out they neaj'ly starved. At Oahorn'a theyiaqiiired howfar it was to JDllspaw's, 
'• Two miles," was the answer. It was aeaily dark, bnt the company pushed on, the 
Gays proposing to end their jonmey that night. Mrs. Gay eaUed out to tiiemaa in 
■cliarge of the extra horses to go ahead and have the chlehena cooted, and away he 
went. At the foot of a steep hill they were told they could save the ascent by taking 
a woods road aronnfi. The horses were reined into the by-road, but when the woods 
were fairly entered, the (Urkness was so great ttiat the men had to lead Ihe horses to 
teep them In the road. When they emerged from tlie woods, night had set in, in eai'- 
nest, and they floundered on in the mnd and darkness, the two miles seeming inter- 
minable. At last they were encouraged by the sight of a light, luid soon were at the 
door ol a log house. A man ran out, looked iD.t« the coach, and aal;ed, "Is this Mr. 
Gay and family?" "Tes." "Come right In," It was the good Mr. Van Houven- 
l)urgh making his future neighbors welcome. In the darkn^s they had passed Mills- 
paw's unwittingly, and traveled three tustead of two miles. But here, too, they fomid 
their messenger. He stopped atMlllspaw's, but finding the house full, without re-, 
sealing who the pasaei^ers were, had pushed on and ordered auppei' at Van Houven- 
J)urg's, And a royal good supper it was, too. In the morning old Mr. G^y cameover 
to see who tlie strangers wei'e, and to his aiirprise and delight found his sou and 
iamtly. "Well, Haney," said the oldman, '^yoa have got along at last. Xdon't 
faiow but we will all st-arve to death." The old man had ^ue-bleached until he 
seemed to have no blood in his veins, and it was no wonder he felt gloomy. The old 
man had procured a little piece chopped, aifd very soon a log house was ready for 
occupancy, although for years It had but one window, with a sli^le six-llghted seven- 
by-nlnesash. Until winter there was no chimney in tlie house. Mrs. Gay did tlie 
cooking for her family of eight to tea persons over aa out-door fire. She had neither 
oven or hake-kettle, but in lieu tliereof baked her bread in a deep spider, that had a 
eau-topped cover fitted to it. Late in the fall, a stone heartli and a slick chimney 
were built. The house was not large, and had two outside doors on opposite sides- 
When bnildlng the stone heaJ^;h they had to use large rooks, aa flat stones could not 
be procured in sufficient quantities. They loaded the st«nes on a stone-boat, drew it 
near the door, and Hiea taking tlie oxen around, passed the chahis fhroi^ the lioi;se 
and drew Uie rocks In. This ocea^nod Mm. Gay to write her Albany friends : 
'■We have our house nearly done. 'They are now drawing the stones into the house 
•with two yoke of oxen." It was twenty years* before her friends solved the mystery. 
The Gays cleared a small piece at land and sowed It to wheat Several families had 
moved into the township between the arrival of Ebenezer Gay and the arrival of 
Timothy and family^ Heman Pratt, Horace Wliite and David Harrington came in 
June 8tli, Ellas Branch, June 1st, and Ellas Alley came in December 8th. 

In October Hiimn Kidder moved his family froSi the VaUey to Bean creek. They 
arrived on the evening of Tuesday, tlio 39tli, The family consisted oE Mr, and Mrs 
Kidder, their children, Harriet, Cnllsta, Addison, Maria and Nathan, and two men 
who .assisted them iu moving. The house was yet unfinished, and Indeed it had no 
floors, doors nor windows. To the eastward It was twelve miles to the nearest abode 
■of civilized man. Hear the shores of Devil's Lake there was a solitary cabin, and 
tliere were a few houses along tlie Chicago road from fifteen to twenty miles distant, 
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ijut all to the westward, and aoiithward was one vast wilderness. At about sunset on 
tlie first day of Hoveniber, 1833, Hie Ames family arrived at tlie Kidder habitation. 
The party consisted oi Charles Ames and wife, Miss Ball, a sister of SIi-s. Ames, 
Elizabeth Amea, aiiice Mi's. James Sprague, Henry, 'Wllllimi, and Ezra Ames, and 
Alpheos Pratt. Mr. Pratt had left his wife and child at tlie liouse of Mr. Lj'man 
Pease, aboat one mile west of Adrian, where they remained about one week, resting 
:froDi the fatigues of 8ie journey. The night before Cie most of the party had lodged 
at the house of Stephen Perkins, abont four miles west of Adi'laii, suidnll that day 
had wended their way tlirciiigh tlie wilderness intervenii^ between tiiere and Bean 
creek. There was abont four inches of snow on the ground. A wagon way had been 
iinderbrushed among the trees, but covered with snow, it conid only be f oEowed by the 
" blazed" trees which marked its course. Mrs. Charles Ames had a sevea-weeks old 
babe and was compelled to ride, but the girls. Miss Ball and Elizabeth Ames, wallied 
mearly all the way, sittiiyic down oeeaaionaily on a log by the roadside, they wrung 
tiie water from theh- Btoctinj^, and then proceeded on their journey uniil it twcame 
necessary to repeat the iqieraf ion. Tliey found Mr. Kidder's house yet ruiflniahed ; it 
Jacked doors, windowsand chimney. The newcomers were welcomed and treated to 
the beet the house afforded, & siipi>er and a bed apon tlie floor. . The nest morning, 
one of the p>u^ relates. It was necessary to unload a barrel of pork before breakfast 
couM be prepared. The barrel slipped from their hands and rolled away, about six 
rods down the hill. Charles, worn out by the journey, and worried because of the 
illness of his wife and babe, sat down on Hie barrel at tlie foot of the hill, and. wished 
Jilmself and family biick to Bnfinlo. Vain wish! Buffalo was more than a thousand 
miles to tiie eastward, over tlie frozen lake. No railways, or even wagon roads, for 
many amile between the actual and longed-for place of location. Sitting on and around 
tliat pork barrel, tlie prospects of tlie now ctiionywere discussed, and an agreement 
reached to remain together five years, and then If the prpspecta were no better, they 
should be at liberie to divide and separately try theh" fortunes elsewhere. Indeed it 
was a time to try men's souls— in awiideniesa, at the beginning of winter, twelve 
miles from the nearest house, dependant on their present store for subsistence 
tlirough a long wlntei', without any means of securir^ help fi-om fiiends -nltSiont. It 
needed stout heaitB and finn resolves to master the situation. After breakfast it was 
determined to first finish tlie house they had. Henry was a carpenter, and he pro- 
ceeded to make tlie windows and doors; the others prepared tie cblnlts and tlie 
sticks for t&e chimney, Hiram Kidder taking the general supervision of the whole 
mattei In a few days Hie house was made quite comfortable, but the party was so 
large a part of tlie cooking had to be done out of doors, which, on aceomit of Hie cold 
■weather, proved disagreeable business for the ladies of the colony. 

While the Ames psirty were at Clinton, on their way in, diey were accosted by a 
trappei and hunter with the query where tiiey wei'e going. They told Mm of the 
Bean Creek Conntry, whither they were traveling, and enl^ed upon the quality of 
land and ciuantity of game. Jesse Smith, for that was tlie hunter's name, said that 
3ie was land-looi:iiig, and if there was any good country out ttiere he would see it. He 
threw his traps into one of the wagons, shouldered his gun, and marched on. He aklr^ 
mished around the party, frequently inaklng tliem calls, until they reached the house 
of Stephen Perkins, on the last day of October. ' From thei-e he went on a hunting ex- 
cnrslon, and a few days after the arrival of the party at the Creek he came In, and 
believii^ he had found the country for which he had been looking, he started for Mon- 
roe. As was usual wit3i Mm, he toolt a free course through the woods and the first 
. n^ht encamped alone hi the woods In the vicinity of Devil's Lake. The next morn- 
ing he visited a temporary Indiim camp near by, and after that visited tlie house of 
. Mr. Thompson, who had settled near tlie lake, where he breakfasted. The next night 
. lie lodged at the bouse of a Mr. Taylor, on the east side of PbOiuid Lake. The morn- 
ing after, Smith, sent his baggage on to Adi'ian by a teamster and proceeded on foot 
ioward the same place. In the vicinity of the Raisin he met a party of land-lookers, 
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who were on tlielt way to the lakea, lie deaoribed to them the iKlvantaBea of the 
Bean Creek Country. Tliey were inclined to turn Oiat way, and asked Mr. Smith to- 
pilot them in. Two of the party were Oliver Purchase (a bachelor brother of Uie late 
■William Purchase) and Stunuel Tangaiider. la two or three days Mr. Purchase had 
made Ma selection, and leaviug Taagauder to faJte aud keep possession, Messrs- 
Smitli and Purchase started for the land offiee at Monroe. There tliey awlved on tlie 
sixth of November. Mr. Purchase entered his land on the, saine day, but for some as yet 
unexplained reason Mr. Smith's was not entered until tlie iSOx of that month— about, 
the lame he thhiks he arrived home at Albion, New York. Mi-. Purchase returned to 
his land and Immediately built a cahln, in whldi he andTangander wintered. 

But to returu. As soon as Mr. Kidder's house had been made comfortable, the 
Ames family looked out a site fof a house of iJielr own. A spot on the banli of Hills- 
dale creek was selected, and tlie dealing of tlie ground and the cutting of Ic^. 
commenced. The work had progressed but little when the provisions gave out, and 
Alpheus Pratt suid Ezra Ames were sent to Adrian for a supply, distance eighteen, 
miles. They accomplished the round trip in five days, having slept one night under- 
their wagon in the ''twelve mile woods." The wolves all night long howled for their 
entertainment a soul-stirring chorus, that, to use the woids of one of the party, made 
their hair stand on end, Tliey reached home in safety, however, brmging "frtUi tliem 
eight hundred pounds of provisions. By the lime the paty returned from Adrian 
the logs were prepared for the house, and the work of drawing them In and laying, 
them up commenced; but it was a new kind of work and moved slowly. In about 
live weeks, however, the house was so far completed fliat the Ames people moved, 
into it. 

As soon as the Ames mansion was completed, AJphciis Pratt iuid Henry Ames 
loolted about for places to build houses for themselves. Pratt selected land on sec- 
lion thirteen, town seven souUi, one west (PIttsford), since known as the Bush farm,, 
and Ames selected the west sub-dtvision of the northwest fractional quarter of sec- 
tion eighteen, town seven south, range one east (Hudson), the farm on which the 
venerable Clark Ames now lives. They entered their land at the Monroe land office 
December 5th, 1833, and before tlie first day of January following, Pratt had a liouse 
far enough advanced to be iuhahited. 

On the ninth day of November', 1833, Francis H. Bagamaii and Ger.^hom Bennett, 
purchased of the United States lands on section 81, in Dover, and section 6, In Seneca, 
and the siune monlh erected a log house near the northwest cdmer of the township of 
Seneca. Samuel Gregg, desirous of opening a road to his brother-In-Iaw's new pur- 
chase, induced the Highway Commissioners of the township of Blissfield to lay out 
the angling road leading uoillieasterly from Canandaigua, The surveying party went 
to Cavender's purchase, in the moiitli of November, to commence ttis sui-vey of the 
road. Mr. Gi'C^ says they found Hagaman and Bennett there, having arrived the 
day previous and commenced building a liouse. The surveying party encamped on 
the ground that night. The next morning there was several inches of snow on the 
gi-ound, and the survey was posf^ned for a while, but was executed and the road es- 
tabllslied during Hie winter of 1833 and 'St. 

Late In the fall or In the eaily part of tlie winter, Silas Moore came to the house of 
Timothy Gay, on the Chicago road, and desii-ed to be piloted to some land of his in 
town seven sontli, range one west (Wheatland). He liad purchased the land of Lewis 
and was moving on it. Timothy Gay uiiderbrushed a road for him to liis land and 
helped liim cut logs and roll up the body of a log house. They succeeded' in getting; 
the upper floor beams In position, but liad not help enough to roll up the logs above 
the beams. They heard, a little way off, the sound of Indians chopping. Mr. Gay 
said he would go and get tlie Indians to help roll the l<«s. The others lawghed at the 
idea of an Indian rollii^ logs ; but away went Gay to flnd;tlie Indians, They were 
chopping a bee tree after flie usual Indian style of hacking. around andl around. Mr. 
Gay made known his wants as well as he could, and tliey showed hlhijthe tree was. 
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about fofan, luidpromised toheipbiinassoonos it sliouW fall. He waited patiently 
until tiie tree fell, and then, after a brief examination to see tliat tlie honey was not 
wasting, Uiey a<!oompanied Mr. Gay and afforded valuable assistance in rolling the 
logs OB to the building. Tliia done, Mr. Moore broaglit out his Jug and treated the-la- 
dians to a drink of whislty. The Indians went away, but soon returned with a large' 
quantity of very nice honey aiid in turn treated the white men. The Jug again went. 
aroTind, and flie white men and Indians parted very good friends. The precise date 
of the earning of Mr. Moore into the Yailey canuot now be ascertained. He entered 
some lai\d in liis own name November 23d, but whether that occurred before, at tSe 
time, or subsequent t« his settlement does not appear. 

Beside those already named, tlie following pei-aoas pui'ehased land in tlie Valley 
during 1833: 

In town five south, one east (Woodstock) — John T. Comstoct, William Western, 
Geoi^ F. Comsfock, George Bainum, PhUlp Kennedy and George W. Claris. 

In town sis south, one eaat (Rollln)— John Skane, George F. Comstock, Elchai'd 
Robinson, Jonathan BIrdsaJI, Sands Brownell, James Hatliaway, Hiram Beal, Ga- 
niaUel Beal, Joseph C. Beal, Patience Comstodc and Isaiah C. Miller. 

In town seven south, oue east (Hndson)— Charles Van Court, Henry liayward, 
Oliver Purchase, Simeon Van Akin, Caleb N. Ormsby and Addison J. Comstock. 

In town five south, one west (Somerset)— Heman Pratt, June 8th; Horace White, 
Jimeath; EliasBrandi, June 1st; Elian Alley, December 8d; and Dartd Herrlngton, 
June Bth. 

In town six south, one west (Wlieatlandj—Ebenezer Gay, June 7th; Mahlon Erown^ 
Jacob Brown and Edmund B. Brown, June 6th. 

In town seven south, one west (Plttsford)— Thomas Hurdsman, Oct. 80th ; Jesse 
SmltJi.Kov. loHi; WilliamandEliKaheth Ames, Dee. Stt; Curren White, Sept 34th ; 
Stephen Wilcox, Nov. 30th; John GustJn, Dee. 5th and 6th; William Flowers, Oct 
30th; Isaac Frendi, Dec. loth. 

In town five south, two west (Moscow), a settlement had already been commenced. 
Peter Benson had settled on tlie Chicago road, witliln the limits oi tiiat townsliip, 
some time during tlie year 1831, but he remained only a short time. Land was also, 
entered that year by, or for, the following named persons ; Samuel Aiken, July S8d ; 
Osmond B. Blackmar, July E3d; and Pontius Hooper, July 2d. 

In 1833 Samuel Aiken setUed on his land, and Lyman Blackmar, fathei- of Osmond 
B. Blackmar, settled on the laud entered in Ills son's name tlie year previous. At first, 
he liad only eighty acres of land, but by frequent pmrchases he became the owner of 
more than one thousand acres of choice land. He had one of the handsomest fai-ms 
in the county. Ju^e Blackmar lived on his farm until his decease, vi-hlch occurred 
in the spring of 1874, forty-two years after his advent to the peninsiila of Michigan. 
Benjamin Fowie entered land in the township July 3d. 

In 1833 Charles FowIe settled on his land, and 13ie following named persons entered 
lands: David Hlller, Jan. 25tli; Thomas Watts, July 15th; John Simmons, June 1st; 
Tompkins C. Delllvan, Charles T. Dollivan, Lucius Lyon, Alonzo Eies and Charles 
Stock, June 1st. 

Winter had now fairly settled down upon the settlements in HieTailey; but the 
settlers were not idle. Aiding land-lookers, hunting Hie deer and wolf, and felling, 
the forests, tliey were a busy set of men. Mrs. C. E. Bench, a daughter of Mr. Hiram 
Kidder, tbns writes of tlie scenes or that winter : 

"The excitement of this first winter was an ever changlug drama; the land-look- 
ers, tlie wolf trappers and deer hunters. I remember a manner of sleeping in those 
days that would hiu^ly do in these modem times. It was a sort of general bed that 
covered ttie entire floor of the house. I have seen Mrs. Kidder picking her way over 
the heads and toes of this pavement of sleeping men, women and children, early in 
the morning, to get things started for hreaitfast that she might be able to supply the 
Is of all for breakfast. And every night brought a new set of lodgers." 
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Anil now, rpatler, let im Imagine ourselves enscoiise<l Tiesiclo one of tJiose old fire- 
places, fflled with biinilug logs, aad listen to some of the tales of tliose cUtya. 

"Aji ailventnrer (one of the kid gloved kind), dresaet! in broadcloth, with beaver 
hat and calf boots, anxious to become a land speculator, started ou foot from Adrian 
to the Bean Creek Country. Iii the evening one of the children reportfld to Mrs. Kid- 
der that something white out in ihe bushes kept flopping its wings. Observing it for 
a moment, the object left the brush and came to the door, ill's. Kidder was much 
surprised to find it a man. Our would-be specidatoi- had been thrown down so 
many times by his iong-toed boots that, fearing his fine clothes would be spoiled, he 
had changed Ms habit by putting his white cotton-flannel imder-clothes on over his 
broadclotli, anil thus became the white fowl tliat flopped its wings to the terror of 
the children." 

"Mr. KIMer was awakened one night by tlie squealing of some hogs In an enclosure 
near by. A bear had entered the enclosure, killed one hog, and, seating himseli on 
the cai-casa, proceeded to hold the other hog in fond embrace unlJl it, too, was dead." 
"One night Mr. Kidder was absent, having gone out that morning with some laad- 
lookers. Mis. Kidder put tlie children in bed, and laid down too, hopli^ at least to 
get a little rest. She (lioiigbt of wolves, bears ajnl Indians mitil she fell asleep. Soon 
alter she was awakened by a noise like the gnawing and crunching of bones. She 
arose In ten'or to see which of her darlings had become a prey to the beasts. She went 
quickly to tiie fire-place, and taking a fire brand, tm-ned toward the door. She fonud 
a horse in the doorway; the blanket wiilch had served as a door now served as a 
liead-dress for the horse. The horse was neither in the house nor out of doors. 
There was no floor on tJiat side of the honse, and as he rested across the log Oiat 
served as a door-slll his feet could not reach tlie ground. He could neither advance 
or retreat. In this dUemma he had seized a tin pan ajid was biting it, which made 
tlie lieonliar noise that had alarmed Mrs. Kidder." 

One morning a strainer appeared at Mr. Kidder's door and inti-oduoed himself as 
Francis H. Eagaaiau, Mr. Kidder's nearest neighbor, llyhig only twelve miles away. 

But few I'cmain of those who called the Kidder settlement liome In 183S-B4. Mrs. 
Kidder, the fli'st white woman settler in the Talley of the Bean soutli of Devil's Lake, 
still lingers among us. Then she was in tha vigor of early womanhood. The follow- 
ing description of tliat young wile and mother as she appeai'ed amidst the scenes of 
file October evening when she flrst gazed on a sunset from hei' pioneer cabin door, is 
quoted from a paper prepared by Mrs C. E. Beach, once before quoted in tliese pages. 
Jt is a daughter's fond recollection of her mother's early loveliness, but it will be none 
the less interesting on Hiat account : "A Jog cabin on the brow of a hill ; at its base a 
little strewn whose ripple could be heard at its smnmit. It was simset. From tlie 
aperture left for a doorway the view is obstructed by dense forests. Before us, on 
the right hand, on the left liand, all around us on every side, were deep, dark forests. 
The departing sun gilded for awhile the beautiful canopy of brown, crimson and 
yellow leaves, and then the sliades of night drew on and all'were wrapped in im- 
penetrable gloom. At this moment another home, with Its vacant places beside the 
cheerful flreside, the school ami college days, with well. remembered cIass-mat«B, all 
«ame back on memory's wings to add intensely to home-sick feelings, which, despite 
atroi^ eudeavor, came over tlie spirit of tliat young wife and mother as, standina 
there with head uncovered but wrsaflied in golden cnrls, she views her future home. 
Those golden locks are silvered now ; tliose stroi^ arms are palsied by tlie lapse of 
years; but her heart seems as young and blithe as ever." Yes, the Icind-hearted 
pioneer woman is in tlie sere and yellow leaf of life, but some of her associates of 
18SS rem^u to call her blessed. Alpheus Pratt, Henry, 'William and Ezra Ames and 
Jesse .Smitii remtJn, all, too, save E7j;a, in the autmnn of life, w^tlng to be sum- 
moned over- the river. Old Uncle Hlmoou Van Akin, himself more feeble than Mrs. 
Kidder, esclaimed, not long since: "Why, there's Mrs. Kidder; she kept us from 
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The following story ia told as iUusfratlveof Mrs. Kidder's kindjiess of heart: "She 
iiad one cblld— a daugJiter— iu delicate healfli. one day a party of tweaty-sls pei-Boiia. 
arrived at her honae. They had been lost in flie woods and were very hungry. The 
last provisions had heen cooked, Mr. Kidder had ffone tor a supply, and it was hoped 
these wonld last the family nutil his return. It toot several days to go to market 
tiien, and the day of return was by no means ceitaln ; but Mrs. Kidder could not re- 
sist flie appeals of hungry lellow-helnsa. Her entire store was placed before the 
hui^-y crowd. Sfill tiiey were not saUafled, and one woman bemoaned her fate in 
bitter terms. Soon one of tlie boys came In aud said: 'Mamiua,Is there not some- 
thing Maria oaii estP' 'No,' said Mrs. Kidder. Soon he came again. 'Ain't there 
some potatatoes that Maria can have? Was not some dropped acomid flie hole whence 
tJieyweretalienf No, my son; there are none.' Soonafter.Mariafalnted, 'Wliy.'liow 
long is it since fliat child has had auythii^ to eat?' asked the lady who was making 
such a fuss. 'Kone since morning,' said Mrs. Kidder. 'Godbless theehildl' wentup 
In ehoms from twentT-slx voices. 'Why !' s^d the lady, I have just had something to 
eat, and I am repining while the child is starving.' Just then the signal gun an- 
nounced the aiTlval of Mr. Kiddei- on the hill, east of Hie creek, and summoning aid to 
descend the dangerous declivity. It was ten o'clock when the wagon reached tlie 
door that night, but supper had to be prepai'ed for the family and fjie guests before 
sleep 'was thought of." 

Besides tlie eKclting scenes incident to land esplorationB, it became necessary for 
our satUers to become acquainted wltli their Indian ne^jhbors. The Indians here 
were the PotawBtomies, who had been crowded by the settlement of tlie eastern por- 
tion of the State into this then unbroken forest. They had a village or camping 
groimd in the southwest part of the township known as Somerset, and anofiier in the 
"southwestern pait of Pittsford. Of these villages Meteau and Bawheese wei'e the- 
chlelB. The principal Indian trail extended from Detroit to Chicago, nearly where 
the Chicago road now is. A. trail left this In the northeastern part of Oie county, and 
lead off, tlirough the townships of Dover and Medina, to Defiance, Another left the 
main trail near Silver Li&e, sldrted Devil's Lake, passed near tlie Kidder settlement, 
to Sqiiawfield, In southwestern PIttaford. Another coimected tlie Indian vlllagos;. 
and still another, leaving the main fa-ail at Jonosville, passed thi-ough Squawfield, 
Medina and Morenci, and terminated at the rapids of tlie Maumee. These were the In- 
dian thoi-oiyjhf M-es, and into them came, and from them went many lesser trails, all as 
well luaown to an Indian as onr roads ai-e to tlie present denizens of the land. It was . 
desirable ihey should be liieada ; it was quite po^blo they might on acquaintance 
develop into enemies. Mrs. Gay relates that at first a single native visited her house. 
He stayed all day, but not a word would he speak, and the family concluded he conltl 
neither speak nor understand English, Mr. Thnothy.Gay was from home. Old Mi'. 
Gay, a hii-ed man mid the cliildren composed flie family that day. Mrs. Gay resolved 
that no hindrance should be placed In the way of amicable relation, so when dinner 
was ready she, by signs, asked the Indian to sit at the table and eat dinner with the 
family. He aceeirted the inVitatton and behaved in a very orderly manner. During 
(he meal conversation, among the circle, Umiedupon the Indians,— their character and 
dohiga,— and the Indians were fully discussed. Mrs. Gay had recently come from flie 
State of New Tork, and had heretofore lived at a great distance from the Indians. 
Her ideas of Indian character had been loiTued by reading the opuiions of philanthrop- 
ic minds, and she was In fuU sjinpatliy with poor "Lo." The other members of the 
family did not agree with her notJona aiKl instanced the many acts of cruelty commit- 
ted by tlian aa ailments against the Indlaucharacter, but Mrs. Gay defended tliem 
on the ground that tliey had first been ill tseated by the whites. Notwithstanding the 
discussion was very free, theiharshest expression against the Indians was made by Mr- 
Gay in summing up Ms case ; "Well, tlioy ai'e oi-uel cusses anyway." The Indian. 
caiTied himself as stoically as if be really did not understand a word of what was said. 
At evening the Indian went away. But Mi-s. Gay was very mneh surprised the next 
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day when another Indian made hia appeamace at lier lioiise nnaimcumced. He T^as iv 
tall man of noble beariug, aud was dressed, as tar » State occasion, in blue froct coat, 
pants and vest, and had tliree gold medals on liia breast. He waa evldenfly a man of 
some distiactlon among his people. He seated himself without 5pea.king a word, aiul 
soon after the Indian visitor of the previous day made his appeai'ance. There the two 
sat, close observers of all that passed, but speechless. Once during flie forenoon 
Mrs. Gay went to the hearth to loofc at her yeast, which was Iwlug prepai'ed for her 
baking. As she uncovered the yeast vessel she was snrprised to Lear the ejnculation, 
"Tumpikel" She looted up and found both the Indiana peering over her head at Hie 
yeast Smiling, to reassure the natives and to draw them out, she asked, "What you 
call him?" but not n word could she get out of eitlier of them. Their presence at tiie 
dinner table i^ain this day brought up the subject of yesterday's conversaiion, and 
ag^n Mrs. Qay assumed tiie task of defending the Indians, and, as some excuse for 
their conduct, instanced the fact that Djchlgan land liad been purchased of them at 
two and achalf cents an acre, "and now," said Mrs. Gay, "the Govermnent is selluiK 
to settlers for one dollai; and a quarter an acre." The Indians ate as though they 
heard not, and resumed their walUryj and watching attitude of the forenoon and day 
previous. Along towards night tlie babe became restless and cried a considerable. 
Mrs. Gay tried In vain to quiet him, and at last she said, "If you don't be still I will 
have Vaia Indian carry you off." The clold contimiing to cry, she said, "Here, Indi- 
an, carry this baby oft," "Where to, mam?" said the Indian, tn pretty good English. 
Mrs. Gay was startled, but she determined not to appear alumed, so she s^d, "O, 
anywhere." "I don't know," said the Indian. At night the two Indians withdrew, 
but on their next visit, and over alter, were talkative enough, and seemed to have no 
difficulty in apealdng or uudersbuiding English ; and Hie tiibe ever after were the fast 
friends of Mr. Gay's family. One of Mrs. Gay's two visitors was named She-gau-keu 
and tiie other Kesus. 

We shall have occasion to refer to two other Indians frequently— Mag-in-a-s wot 
and Me-mag-in-a-swot. Mag-in*a-swot was the brother-in-law of Meteau. He Wfs a 
noble man and so peacefnl in his dispositiDn that he had received the sobrlipiet of the 
Peace Chief. Me-mag-ln-a-swot was a good-for-nothhig, drunken Indian, possess- 
ing a wonderful faculty for getting Info difficulty and making himself disagreeable 
generally. 

The reader has already, perliaps, guessed what the Indians meant by flie ejacula- 
tion, "Turnpike." They had seen the builders of Hie Chicago road heap up tlie dirt 
in oval form, and had been told it was a turnpike, and when they saw the Uglit yeast 
in the same form they named it turnpike. 

She-gau-ken was young, good-looking, and very playful. One day, being at ilie 
house and in one of his playful moods, he fwmed the yeast over, and Mrs. Gay took 
up a stick aJid chased him out of doors. He stuck his head hi at the door and said : 
"Squaw Nancy plenty mad?" He went to the shop and told William (the Indiajis 
always called Timothy, William) "Squaw Nancy plenty mad." Mi'. Gay asked: 
"What did you do?" "Me spill tm-npike." 

Indians lOce f idr dealing, and will not trade witli those wlio prove to be dishonest, 
either wiUi them or with other white people. A story in point Is told by Mrs. Gay. 
One day a ti'ade was pending between one of Hie Indiana and hei-self, but she had not 
the right cliai^. The neighbors were unable to change her money, and she had 
applied to the shopkeeper, but was told he had no change. The Indian visited the 
store and came back in a great rage. He said, "Him plenty cheat; he have heap of 
sMenidh." The shopman had offered to purchase his stufE, and to induce hhn to 
trade had shown him a handful of coin. 

One day She-gau-ken brought a lot of their wares to trade wiUi Mrs, Gay. She told 
him she would give him so much napinah (flour) and so much shuniah (money). 
"Good squaw Nancy, give whisky?" "No; Indian must not drink whisky." "Ah, 
good squaw Nancy, give little whisky," "No, Slie-gau-keu, no whisky." A lyoraan 
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liappenii^tobetlieresaid, "Take tliem to my house; I'll give wliisky." "No,"saicl 
She-gau-ken ; "plenty cheat," Mr. Brawoli, who lived some three miles west on the 
Chicago toad, was In the oHier part or tlie house, iised as a store. He called to ihe In- 
dian, "Take them to my house ; I give whisky." "No; me no take io Branch house; 
plenty water whisky. Good Squaw Nancy, give whisky." After teasing Mrs. Gay 
awhile, She-gsu-ken said, "Good Bquaw Nancy, talte 'em." 

18S4.— The Kiudei; Settlkjie.nt. 

Ciiarlos and William Ames were absent from flie settlement during the winter, 
working at their trade (shoemaldi^) in Detroit. 

On the 23d day of January, Charles, tiie six-year-old sou of AJphens Pratt, was tost 
in Hie woods. Mr. Pratt was cliopping not very fat from liis iionse. The litBc boy 
had Rone to his lather to call him to supper. Mr. Pratt coming in soon after, was 
asked where Charley was. He had not seen Charley, and fears were at once enter- 
tained that he was lost. Mr. Pratt a* once returned to Gie woods and seatched until 
dark, bat could not find the child. He retncned to the house for his lantern, to con- 
tlune the search. Mrs. Pratt went alone, on foot, neatly a mile tlirongh tlie woods, to 
the house of Charles Ames, and informed Henry aM Ezra Ames of the affair, and 
they. Immediately procuring tJie assistance of Bidder and Tabor, joined in the search. 
The father had found the boy's track. This they attempted fo follow, taut as Hiere 
was a crust on the snow, they found it a difficult task. They continued the search for 
a, long time, wntil tliey became tired, cold Mid discouraged, and concluding ttie boy 
could not be found, the assistants gave up the seardi and built a fire to warm them- 
.selves, also to serve as a protection against wild beasie. The fattier, intent on finding 
hla child, paid no attention to their prooeedhigs, but went forward, caUii^, "Charley ! 
Charley I" and soon heard the answering voice of little Charley. Clasped In ihe arms 
of a grateful fatlier, the boy was taken to the fire. He was bennmbed and his feet 
were frozen. The cliild told of having seen dogs In tlie woods, and no doubt was en- 
tertained but that tJie boy had lieen visited In his wilderness wanderings by wolves, 
which, for some unexplained reason, did not harm him. Who will say he was not 
providentially preserved? To reach liome was the object next to be attained, but Hieii' 
whereabouts was oidy a matter of conjecture; They supposed themselves to be west 
and south of tlie settlement, and accoi'dlngly they directed their course towards the 
northeast as well as they coidd, having only flie north star for a guide. After some 
hours' traveling, they struck the weE-kuown Indian, trail about three miles west of 
diaries Ames' house. They arrived home about sunrise, and restored the boy to the 
arms of an almost despiurlng mother. Tlie party were unable to teU where they found 
the boy, but suppose it to have been a lltfle south of the vlUage of Pittsford. 

In the month of Tebruary Tliomos Pennock, being at Jackson, undertook to make 
the Kidder settlement. He reached the settlement on the Clilcago road since cidied 
Gambleville all right, and hired a man to pilot Mm through the woods to the flie Kid- 
der settlement. But shortly after starling it commenced snowing, and the driving 
snow so blinded and confused the guide fliat he became lost, and our travelers, alter 
wanderii^; about all day, were obliged to stay In Hie woods an night, and that, too, 
without any fire, lor Hiey were without the means of kindling one. They were wet 
and Hioroughiy chilled, and soon after night set In, the guide, saying he could stand it 
no longer, laid down in the snow to ilie. Pennock out a switch and by frequently 
switohing him briskly kept him up on his feet and saved his life. During the night 
the storm abated, and tlie next morning was bright. The cheerful rays of the siui 
revived courage in their hearts, and taking Hie (rack, they followed it as best they 
could, and reached Gambleville about tliree o'clock in the afternoon, tired, faint and 
hungry. 
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Pennoek staid there tltat night, and tlie next morning found aii Indisui who sfdd he- 
knew where tlie white Cliettikeman, or white black-lialred man— Kidder— lived on the 
JTeMaTi, where there were two wigwams all alone. Committuis himself to the 
guidaiicfl of the red jjian, they followed an Indian tr^l to Devil's Lake, and tlieuce on 
a trtJl leading fo Sqiiaw-field, In Pltfaford, the camping gi'ound of the tilbe of which 
Heteau was cJiief. They ciDSsed Wie Kidder road a little east of Kidder's house. . 
Here tlie Indian stopped and said to Pennock, " Go on this road and yoa. will find two 
w^voms oo Hie Nebish." This tilbe called water neblsit, but here used the term to 
signify the creek. Pennock gave his guide a silver dollar, and. he turned back 
towards the lake, while Pennock proceeded to ttie settlement, where he an'ived about 
the middle of tlie afternoon, sick and weary from the effects of travel and exposate. 
pennock afterwards became satisfied that tlie night he spent in the woods snow- 
bound, he staid somewhere in the vicinity of tlie present village of KoHiu. 

By an act of the Legislative Council, approved March 7th, 183i, several changes- 
were made in tlie townships of Lenawee county, Towns seven south, in ranges- 
one, two and tliree east QIadisou, Dover and Hudson), were organized Into a sepa-- 
rafe township and named Lenawee; tovraa eight, nine, and fractional ten south,, 
in rai^eti one, two and three east (Fairfield, Seneca and Medina in Hichigan, and 
Koyalton, Chesterfield and -Gorliain, now in Ohio), were oi'ganiiied into a township 
named Fairfield; and "all that part of the township of Tec-umseh comprised in 
townships six south, hi ranges one, two, and three east," (the aortli half of EoUin,. 
Eome and Adrian,) "was attached to Uie township of Logan." 

In the monUi of Blarcli, 1S34, Sylvenus Estes came to the Bean Creek Country, and 
■Hie 15th day of that mouth entered land on section ten, town seven south, one west 
(Pittsford), in the name of his wife, Kuih Estes. During the same monUi his brother,. 
Riiftis Estes, came in and assisted his brotlier In chopping apiece for spring crops. 

In the same month also, ilai"ch, 1834, Reuben Davis located the middle Bub-divisioii 
of the southwest fractional qnsi'ter of section eighteen, town seven south, one east 
(Hudson) and commenced building a log liouse. That lot of land now forms a part of 
the village of Hudson, it being Hwit portion lying north of JIaiu street and between 
Church and TTigli streets. The house ha commenced stood In tlie vicinity of Iilarket 
street, between Miun street and the raJJroad. 

On the 7tli day of April, 18S4, the first township meeting of the township of Lena- 
wee was held. Calvin Bradisli was moderator, and N. D. Skeels was clerk of the 
election. OfttCecs were elected as follows: Supervisor, Gan'etTenbrooke; Town- 
ship Clerk, Isaac .A. Colvin; Assessors, Jolm Hitchins, Pntilok Hamilton wid Levi 
Shumway; Collector, Ezra Washburn; Overseers of the Poor, Hehemiali Bassett and 
Elijah Johnson; Commissioners of Highways, Jacob Jackson, Samuel Bayless and 
Moses C. Baker; Constable, Ezra ■Washburn; Commissioners of Schools, Lyman 
Pease, Isaiah Sabens and John Power; School Inapectoi-s, Cun'aii Bradish, Thomas. 
v. Doiige, William Edmunds and Isaac A. Colvin. 

The township meeting voted to pay three dollars for every wolf slain withhi the 
township, and one dollar and fifty cents for each wolf whelp. During Hie yeai- Bart 
White was paid bounty on sbt wolves, and WUIiam Wuislow a bonnty on one wolf. 

In tlie latter part of April, Jesse Smith, accompanied by his family,— a wife and ' 
five children,- started for their possesMona in the Bean Creek Country. At Buffalo 
they shipped on Hie steamboat William Penn for Momoe. The steamboats of tliat 
period were clumsy affairs. It was early in flie season, and their progress was neces- 
sarily slow. At Monroe he lili-ed two teams to bring his family and goods to Adrian. 
Here it became necessary to dispose of some boots and shoes, and a new wagon, 
which lie was bringing Into the coiintry. From his siJes he realized twenty-seven 
bushels of wheat and ten doHais In money. The wheat, eseept enougli to feed Hie 
teams on the road, was left at the AdriMi mill to be ground. With the money, Mrs. 
Smith liaving sold feathers to pay their tavern bill, Mr. Smith hired two more teams, . 
aud with his wife and three chiltlreu starhid for Kidder's- HL^ tivo older hopi and 
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WUUaii) PuTcliase, who was coming to his biollier Oliver, liad gone on foot in atl- 
■piLHce. The fllst day tliey traveled four miles. The next day one of the teams gave 
'4ut about n<Kin; the goods were unloaded tmd piled tip by the roadside, and Uie team 
sent back. With the Temaiiilng team and load they toiled on through tlie aftemoos, 
aut at dark were compelled tfl camp in the woods, a Uttie aoutli of Posey Lake. Two 
(ft the-chtldrei) were put In bed in the. wagon. Mrs. Smith sat up all nlght-and held 
the babe tn her arms. The next morning they I'csimied their Jonrney, and soon after 
they wei'c met by their sons, Iiorenzo and William, who haA been through to the set^ 
ttement and reported the approach of tlie family. The boys were accompanied bj- 
Mr. Tangander wiHi a yoke of oxen, which enabled them to double learns. Tan- 
Saoder and the boys managed the teams, while Mr. Smith, with the babe in Ms arms, 
toidged along on foot. They waehed Kidder's about noon, where dinner was wail^ 
jng for them. 

Here the Smith fajnily were at las^-lu the Michigan woods, witli but fifty cents In 
jMcket. Messrs. Purchase and Vangauder were bachelors. The house Uiey had 
buiit and wintered In was tendered to Mr. Smitli, and here he sheltered his family 
wntii the 30th day of August, when they moved into a house of their own. Mr. Puiv 
^ase had chopped the timber down on quite a large piece of ground around his 
&<rase; Ibis he ofEered to Smith tor a corn-Geld. Mi. Smith and sons logged and 
liumed it ofi, and planted it to com and po1a.toos. On this ground they raised fifty 
'Smhels of com and forty bushels of potatoes. ' These two ardeies were important 
factors in their nest winter's subsistanee. The lakes and streams were filled with 
fi^es, there was an abui),dance of game In the woods, and stores; ot honey deposited 
in convenient lioUows by tlie ever busy bee ; these Mr. Smith ioiew how to capture 
and bring in, and, ■with bis com and potatoes, sufficed for tiie sustenance of his family 
a^ numerous adventurers, none ol whom were ever turned from his door hungry. 
Mr. Smitli was accounted— and no doubt Jnstly— a great hunter, as it is said he spent 
the greater part of his time at tliat business ; but there are boys of that period who 
will not admit tiiat he was a better shot than Rnfus Estes ; Indeed, tliey called Mr. Estes 
the crack shot of the Bean Creek Valley. Both these worthy men are sUU living. 
For some years Mr. Smitli has been blind, but Mr. Estes yet does six days' work in a 
fsreek. 

Early in the sprmg Henry Ames retrained to the Eastern States for his wife, who 
had been left behind on account of feeble health. He returned to Michigan with his 
wife in September, reaching the Creelt on tlie SOtli, 

On the first day of May Hiram Kidder commenced vrork on mill-race, and preparing 
toiber for a saw mill. On tiie first day of June SamueJ O. Coddingtou, mill-wright, 
«t Geneva, New York, commenced work on the mill. 

In the month of May Beriah II. Lane and his brother Erastos came to the Bean 
Creek Country. Berlab selected the iirst sub-division of tlie iiortliwest fractional 
qiarter of section nineteen. Upon going to the land office he found it had ali'eady 
lieen entered by Harvey Cobb. He retunied to the Bean Creek and selected the west 
a.ad middle snh-divisions of Hie southwest fractional quarter of section nhieteen, 
which be afterwards entered. Almost immediately after, he traded the south part of 
tiie tract to Reuben Davis for bis laud, and sold Hie north half to Sylvester IKeuyon. 
Tlie land he bought of Davis had a log house partly finished and about one and a ball! 
aares chopped. Mr. Lane also purchased of Jesse Kimball tlie sontJi half of the west 
sub-divisiou of the south-west fraction^ quarter of section eighteen, or that part of 
(be village of Hudson north of Main street and west of Churcli street. 

The Messrs. Lane determined to build up a village, and Immediately set about build 
ioK a, saw-miU hi order that fliey might be able to compete with the Kidder settlement. 
■which was already putting on village airs. They hired a mill-wi'^ht and heli>ers and. 
set them at work. BeubenDavis remained in their house and l>oarded the men. Mr. 
Uavis also drew the timber on to the ground and did such other work as the Lanes 
reqwjred. 
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During tlie latter part of May, 1834, Rpbei-t Woi-den, Dudley Woi'den aiid Samuel 
Day arrived at the Creek. The two Woctlena started Ivoia Fnirport, Mouroe county,. 
New York, In a covered wagon, about tlie lii'at of April, I83L The paity consisted ot 
Dudley Woiilesi, wife and one chiM, and Robert Worfen, wife and one diild. On. 
Hie way they fell in company with Hie fainiiy of Mr. Samuel Day, traveling in tlie 
same way and intending to settle in Ohio. The two parties ttraveled along together, 
and after a while Mr. Day concluded to come to Micliigan with the Wordeas, They 
arrived at flie Creek, as before stated, in tlie latter part of May. Their lauds were 
entered at the land office on fte 39tli day of tiie monfti. Their last day's journey was 
from Adrian to tlie Creek, eighteen miles, twelve of wliicli— from Bart White's, west 
—were in ft dense wilderness. Wlien night set in the party were about five miles 
from Kidder's, In the thick woods. To proceed fai'tJier with the wagons that night, 
was impossible, and they could not eucauip as tliey were improvlded. with the means 
to start a fire. The horses were unhitched from the wagons and flie party attempted 
to make their way on foot, hut the iiorses were in constant trouble, running against 
trees and into tLe brush. Bo the party formed tiiemselves in pingle file. Mrs. Woi- 
denworeawhtteskirt and was placed in tlie rear to pilflt the driver of the horses. In 
tills manner tliey marched nntil they reached Kidder's hon3e,.lato in the evening.. 
The next day tliey found their laud and commenced building a honse. Mr. Robert . 
Worden tJius describes the house lie built: "I built me a house without a single 
board, ejtcept wliat was made with an ax. I split logs fmr a floor. The chamber 
floor was hark peeled from elm logs. Our roof was haik, as was also the gables or. 
ends. Oui' door was planlt made witli an ax, two Indiee thick, pinned to wooden 
hinges and fastened to the logs so it would swing inside. "With an auger a liole was- 
raMe in the logs so it could be pinned on the inside to protect us from the bears and 
wolves, of whidi tliere were a plenty. We had a window hole out out for a six-lighted, 
window, but had no window to put in it. The principal light came down flie chim- 
ney hole. Oue night the wolves commenced to howl. There were so many of them 
and so near I became frightened. We were sleeping on the floor, not having even a 
Micliigan bedstead. We got up, went up the ladder with om' bed, pulled the ladder 
after us, made our bed on the bark, and sUonld have considered ourselves secure from 
the wolves only that we were fearful that flie baric would give way and let us fall." 
And all Qiis fear of the wolves withui two miles of two villages. One village had 
double the number of houses Hie oHier had, and tliat had two." 
Of Mr. and, Mrs Day, awilter in the Hudson Post, of March HCth, 18T4, wrote: 
"Mr. Samuel Day died In 18S6. He was a man who made his mark in this new 
country, will be remembered as a stock man, and who could show the fluest stock in 
the Valley of Hie Bean. Coming here when Hudson was a vMt f oi-eat, \rith five boys 
at his command, much of the improvement in Hiis vicinity was made through his in- 
fluence. But he has laid by his annor and passed over tlie River with others who 
were ]il6 associates here, to. be employed m higher aud nobler spheres than earth can 
offer. 

"Mrs. Day Is one of Hiose noble women wlio first settled Uils Bean Creek Valley, 
when ia its native state. May, 1884, found her coming down Bean Creek hiU at tea 
o'clock at night, she having walked fi-om Adilm flie same day. Slie ei'ossed the 
Bean upon a log, and came up to Mr. Kidder's log house, where the family stopped 
tor the n^ht, and until they could find some honse to stop at or unlil tliey could build 
tliemselves. This they did in the mouth of May, liavuig to cut a wagon road from. 
Bush's Comers np to. where their house now stands. The house was built without a 
single board ; the roof was covered with bark, aud the floor made of split logs. There 
was not a tree cut west of Bush's Comers ; the wolf aud deer were all that inhabited 
that region. Mrs, Day was a woman of strong oonslatutlon, always working ■ttdth a 
will, having a 1m^ family of lier own to provide for. In a new country, with all tlie 
settlers in like circumstances. But she worked on with her neighbors, eveiyone 
feeling d<?petident upon each olher for things to kepp sniil and Iwly togetlip.r. ">tr. 
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and Mrs. Day havinf! Ihed In a dairy country East, and been lirought np in that 
brand), of fanning, as soon as the country Would ■warrant, commenced making btitter 
mid cheese in the Valley ot the Bean, which, in addition to iier other work, em- 
ployed all the powers of body slie possessed. She is now quite feeble, not able to go 
ont, but witlii her cane can walk about the houae. Her sight Is good; she can sew 
wlliiout spectacles. She. is very glad to have old friends come in and talk over 
the hardships gone through by the early aettlera in opening up this tier of countjeo, 
whlcli has far esceeded what she expected to see. She brought apple seeds llroih. 
the East, and when they planted them she said, 'I shall never live to eat fruit of this' 
orchid.' " 

In the early part of June Hii-am Kidder platted tlie village of Leuawee, and June 
13th the piat was acknowledged bv the proprietors, Daniel Hudson and Nathan B. 
Kidder, and recorded in the. Register's office of Lenawee county. On the next day 
four vliiage lots were sold. 

Sometime during ttie summer Dudley Worden, having bnilt a house In tiie village 
of Lonswee, opened a little store, and, as was the custom of those days, a part of his. 
stock cousLsted. oi whisky,— an article as necessair for Indian bultic as for home con- 
sumpiion. 

On tlie first day ot July, 1631, the mill irons for tlie KicMer mill i^'ere brought from 
Adrian hy ox teams, and oil the Utii day of tlio same montJi tlie frame was raise<l... 
Tlie uilll cumiuenced sawing October 1st, and was completed the same month. Tha 
cost of tiie mill to its stuting was $983.17; its total cost was 1:1,441.31. One of 
the boys of that period tells that the lirst board made at Hie mill was taken upon the 
sliouMcra of the men, carried to the grocery and Hie whisky "set up" on that notable 



About the first of July Mi". Berlah II. Lane retui'ued to jJIassadiusetta for hla f amily- 
On the 18th day ot August he left Enfield to return to Bean Creek. He brought with 
him his wife and two cliildreu, his father and mother, and his widowed sister (Mis.. 
M. K. Doiiglass) and hei' two chUdi-en, They traveled by team to Troy, by canal 
"line boat" to ISulfalo, steamboat to Cleveland, and te^n to Beau Creek: They ■were 
yet live miies out when darknesii settled down, wid would have had to camp in the 
woods, hut his brotlier Erastns, liavlng heard of iheh appi'oach, met tiiem with a. 
lantern. He found tlie mill frame up and the work was prc^esslng finely. Ttiey 
immediately commenced work on the dam, and completed the mill In December fol- 
lowing; but a freshet caiTied the dimi away, and it ■\va8 not repab«d until the 
follo'wlng spring. 

In the fall of this year Mr. Simeon Van Akin and family came to tlie settlement., 
lie had visited the country iu the month of November, 1 883, and located his land. He 
says that when coming in, No^vember 9tl\, 1833, he met ITr. Pratt, with his os teani,, 
going after anotiiei load of goods. Accordir^ to Mr. Pifdt's recollection, he was go- 
ii^ lor Mrs. Pratt and tlieii hoy, whom he had left at the house of L^TUan Pease, one- 
mile west of Adrian. Besides his own family 3ttr. Van Aldn ■was accompanied by 
William H. IL Tan Akin, tlien quite a young man. They at once commenced bniid- 
ing ilifeniselves a house. Alpheus Pratt drew the logs hither with his ox team, aud 
Mr. Lane and his mill hands helped roll the logs up. That house was built on the 
east side of the creek, near the soutliwest comer' of Mmu and High streets, about 
where the new engine house now stands. While exeavailng for the foundation ■walls 
of that building one of the lc«s of the old house i,vfts exhumed. 

In December of that year John Davenpwt and family settled iu Lanes villc. The 
house he built and occupied was built pn or near tlie east 'beak ot the Besui, and just 
north of Main street, '<m a half acre of land reserved by Reuben Davis when he sold, 
to die Lanes. In escavatii^ tor the railroad, the north part of the house was imder-- 
mlned, and soon afterwards was removed. 

Mrsi Davenport, in a letter written Fehniai'y i.ith, 1875, descrlht-s tin* iii-st '.n-idge 
across Bean Creek at Lanesviile. She sajTs: 
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"Forty 3'eM.'s and two months have passed since I came with my Imsbaiid and fivft 
little ones to the wUderaess, now tlie thriving vUli^e of Hudson, On our arrival 
there we lound the following named settlers: Mr. Simeon Yan At in (a widower) 
and his mother {Grandma Van Akin, as she was called by all nnlil hei- death), two 
children (Margaret and Lydia Ann), and a yonnger brolhei {Harrison Tan Akin). 
Also, Berlali H. Lane, his wife and his fatlier (Nathmilel), two children (Ajma lani 
HftfliKulel, Jr.), also a widowed sister (Jlre. Doi^lass) and her two children. These, 
with my own family, composed the popnlation of Hudson proper. Mr. Davenport 
had the little lc« honae built upon tlie east bank of Bean Creek, hnt on the anival 
of the family we were met by Mr. Van Akin and taken tfl his mansion, which was of 
tlie same stj'le and finish as our own. We received such a welcome as pioneers know 
how to give. The fotlowi:^ morning the wagons wcje unloaded and we commenced 
in earuest a pioneer life. The few that may be present well know what it means,— 
tiie tot!, the privations aitd Uie hardships. 

"The first bridge bnilt was by Grandma Van Akin and myself. The society of 
the tliree families was much sought after by eaeh other, and flndinR that Beaii 
Creek was a banler to full social raijoyment,— Mrs. Lane, living on the west side, 
was unable to cross on the sapling that had fallen across the creek some distance 
away,— we determined l« have a better way of crossing; so, finding two benches 
that had been used to chink and danb tlie walls of Mr. Van Akln's house. Grandma 
and I carried them down and waded 1nt« the stream and placed them in position, 
(hen went to Mr. Davis'' saw mill, carried planks and laid tliem from the bank to tlie 
f>endi, and so over fo the opposite bank. Tliis was in the spring of 1835, and it 
remained until tJie freshet of the following spring, when no tiace of it longer re- 
mained." 

During tlio year 1834, besides tJiose already named, John Rice, John Davenport. 
Sylvester Eenyon and Silas Eahtn settled in town seven south, one east ; and William 
Champlin, Lewis Gillett, Ozen Keith ajid Jesse Maxson, R. H. Whitehom, Ruth 
3Sstea, Urias Treadwell and Lawrence Khoubottoni settled in twwn seven south, range 
one west. 

TliefoUowingnMnedpersons, not elsewhere mentioned, purchased land this year, 
in this to^vnahip (Hudson): Moses Bennett, Joseph Hagaman, William Chapman, 
Frederick Corey, Dexter Smltli, Kutli Haines, John C. Emery, Peries Lincoln, Mari" 
P. Todd, Gabriel H. Todd, Robert Huston, James Maloney, Michael Dillon, B. 
Ifewton, Erastus W. Starkweather, A. Sagar, Harman Whitbeck, Samuel F. Davis, 
Buckley Newton, Erastus Lane, Ira Jewett, Chauncey Whilney, Seba Murphy, Laban 
King, David E. Wisoott, Isaac Freeman, Daniel Fealherly, John Rice, Harvey Cobb, 
Hiram Tan Akin, M. Sherman, J. Kimball, Pliiio Tracey, Seth Fletcher, Robert 
ISnney, Randall Mills, Samuel Bayless, Eliza Baylesa, Polly Potter, Abel Glbbs, 
John Beard, Samuel Skinner, William K. Stookweil, Tmmaii Bown. 

In Plttsford, Lewis GilhM^t, Curran White, James DeGraph, Hannah DeGrapli, 
'Lorenzo Cbinrch, David Fish, Peter Potter, William Purchase, Benjamin Basaett, 
iDolly Bassett, William Cnlar, Lewis Dillon, Walter Culver, Guiles Sage, Matthew 
Dillon, Aaron Aldrich, Ajsahel Dolbear, Marcus Hawley, Jesse Treadwell, Ira L. 
Mills, Joseph Bamliart, John Davenport, Dudley Worden, Merrit Sherman, James 
McLaln, Levi Thompson, Buckley Newton, Natlian Bli'dsall, Nathaniel J. Eedfield, 
Israel Lwmis, Daniel Loomis, Richard Britton, Eldad B. Trumbull, Jesse Kimball, 
William Buruham, Eicliard Butler, Nicholas Fratts, Samuel Cole, Horace P. Hitch- 
cock, Waii'en Burnham, Jesse Maxson, Ezra A. Washburn, Jamea B. MaiTy, Cjtus 
Eoblnson, H. Wood, John Munger, Truman Bishop. 

Some of these parties settled on their land that season and others In subsequent 
seasons, hut some of thorn entered their land for speculative purposes only and never 
.settled on It. 

Christmas day, 1834, ocemred the first wedding in this part of the Valley. Mr. 
Jamea Spi'ague and Miss Elizabeth Ames were milled in marriage at tlie house of 
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5tr. Alplious Pratt, by the Rev. Mr. Willey, a Methodist clergyman ot- Adrian. The 
following named persons composed the wedduig party: Alphens Pratt, wife ancl 
.son, Charles Ames, wife and two sona, Henry Ames, wife and son, Jesso Kinibali, 
wife and datigliter, and Miss Martha Redlield. 
Mr. Robert Worden, writing of tliis year's experience in a new country, said : 
"We were it community of many wants from the oiitalde world. The article of 
currant-roots, or sprouts, were in great demand. Tlie undersigned went ont to the 
settlement to obt^n some sprouts, and all I could get were ten pleees of sprouts- 
about eight Inches long each, and felt myself fortunal* and tlianbf h1. I got them of 
Richard Kent, a little north of the city of Adrian, and from IJie spivnts I obtained at 
that time 1 have bushes on my farm now, and have supplied very many new beginners 
from them with roots. 

"The first settlers had an enemy in what is called the deor-niouse. They wei'e 
nnmetous, would crawl through an incredible small hole, and were very destructive. 
Before we were aware of it they had got into our trimlts and seiiousiy injured our 
cloHiing. We had no place of security for anything they wanted. My wife had 
brought with her some starch done up in a paper. One day, wauling to use some, 
she fomid the paper that conMned tlte starch, but no starch. It had been caiTled oil 
hy the mice, and It could not be replenished short of a trip of twenty miles ; hut some 
Ume after we had occasion to use an empty bottle stowed away, and in the bottle ITS' 
found onr starch, put tliere by tJie mice ; it was not possible for tliem to get Into ths 
bottle. We were In great want of a house-cat to destroy the mice, and they were 
very scarce in this section of the Territory. I took a bag and started for Adrian oit 
foot to procure a cat, if possible. I could find none in Adrian, bnt heard of some kit- 
tens Oiree miles south of Adrian, at Col. Bradish's. I went to Col. Bradish's, but' 
was a little t«o late— they had' let the last one go the day before. 1 then started for 
home, Qwae about two miles this side of Adrian and shipped over night with a famUy- 
of English people. I told tlie lady of the house of my nnauccessful efforts to find a, 
cat She sympathized wltJj me, and said tliey had been simiiai'ly situated. When 
morning came and I was about to start for home the lady said : 'I have been think- 
ing Of youv troubles through flie night ; I have but one cat, a great nice one, and I have 
concluded to lend it to you nnlil I shall want it.' 1 took the cat in the bag and started 
for home— on foot, of course— and before I got home with It I thought it a very heavy 
cat. We kept tlie cat but a few weeks ; It was killed by the wild-cats, which wer* 
quite plenty at (he Ume." 

But, hark ! Wliile the last paragraph was being wi'itten (Augustaist, 1876), a church 
beU has begun to toll thedepartureofapioneer of 18S4. Silas Eaton has passed away; 
life's tolls and pains, Its joys and blessings ai'e over. Jlr. Eaton was bom at Dnanea-- 
burg, Montgomery county. New York, on the 33d day of February, 1798. When he 
was twelve years old his father removed to the Genesee country and settled at Per- 
rington, Monroe county. On the 18th day of November, 1819, he inter-married wiMi 
Miss Eliza Simmons, of Tlotor, Ontario county. Mr. and Mrs. Eaton lived In various; 
localities in the State of New York, until the year 1884. While residing In that State 
Ihe happy eouplo had five children bom unto them, one of whom had died. Those 
remaining were Harriet Newell (since flie wife of Joseph M. Johnson), Stephen A., 
Constantino S. and Hervey U. In 1834 Mr. Eaton began seriously to think of making 
his l\ome in tlie West. He eaine to Michigan In the month of Jiuie, that year, anil 
entered the west half of the nortliwest quarter of section eight, town seven south, one* 
west— the farm now occupied by Silas L. Allen, Esq. He returned home, end in 
October of that year removed his family to Mch^an and settled on his faim, where 
he remained newly three years. In the year 1837 he removed to tlie village of Keene, 
where he had built himself a frame house ; there he i-emalned unHl the spring of lS4lt„ 
laboring at his trade—that of a carpenter and joiner. While there he was appointed 
postmaster under Tan Biureu's adrahiistratlon. He held the office uutilhis removal,, 
when he was succeeded hy Henry Ames. In the spring of 1841), the Southern- 
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Railroad havinjj been locnted tbrongh Lanesviile, Mr. Eaton reraoveil to tlie latter 
place, inovii^ not only his family aiid personal effects, but his lionse as well. In this 
Tillage he resided all tiie rest of his lite. He was Supervisor of Hie townahip in iSiS 
;and 1849, and was postmaster eight years— -dnrii^ tlie adminlstratloa of Pierce and 
Euchanaii. PoUtieally, Mr. Eatrai was a Democrat of the sfraigitest sect, and dnring 
ills actjye life was held in ]iigh esteem in the councils of tliat party. In all his acts, 
.social, business, political, and religions, Mr. Eaton was ever governed by strong 
wnscienMoua conTictdons, and ;lf lie erred it was an error of Judgment rather thnn 
affections. In early life. Hie wmterof 1891-3, Mr. Eaton was made a Eree and Accepted 
Mason in a lodge at Httsford, Ontario county, H. T. He was a charter member of 
Konilig Sliir lodge, Hudson, Mich., at its organization on Monday, the Ifltt day oi 
June, 1848'; was the first senior warden, and for several years held, official positions. 
Xte was also a charter memberof Wairen Lodge, oisanized September ^th, 1863, and 
was made an honorary member in 1871. He was made a Koyal Ai'ch Mason in Hud- 
-■soii chapter No. 28. His funeral on. the Sad was laj^ely attended by members of the 
craft, aiid his i-emains were consigned to the tomb with mystic rites. As a mai't of 
respect and honor to the worthy dead— for one ao early and so long identified with the 
jooral end material progiess of this eommnnity— places of business were generally 
■uSosed durii^ the moving of the procession and the funeral exercises, wbioli were 
held in the M. B. churcli. The services consisted of the reading of portlona of scilp- 
ture by Bev. Mr, Roberts, of the Wesleyan Methodist church! prayer by tlie Rev. Mi'. 
Fr8zer,of the Meliiodist Episcopal church, sermon byHie Rev.Mr, Gibbs,of Hie 
Onlversalist church of Manchester, and appropriate silking by tlie Congregational 
■and MeHiodbit choirs— tiie Iwge anditorinm behig filled with sori'owing relatives and 
HendB, brothers, ne^hbors and citizens, "who a last tribute would pay to a good man 
passed away." The Hudson JPost. a Kepnblican newspaper, closed an appreoiaftve 
■Obituarj' with these words : "Mr. Eaton leaves a vrido w (the companion of his youtli), 
J;wo sons and one daughter, many graadchildren, and a Jiost of friends to moinn hta 
departure : 

" 'But why weep ye for him, who liaving won 
The bound of man's appointed years, at last, 

Life's blessings all enjoyed, Life's labors done, 
8erenely to his final rest has passed; 

While the soft memory of his virtues j^t 



WHEmisAS, Our esteemed brother, Silas Eaton, has, at IJie ilpe age of seventj--eiglit 
years, been called in exchange ail eamly for a spiritual state of existence; 

Beaoloed, That while we are thankful to our Supreme Grand Master for tlie many 
j-ears ot soci^ intercourse we have been permitted to enjoy witli our brother Eaton, 
we mourn his departure as a loss to om'selves and our noble craft, no less tlian to hia 
tamdy and relatfvea 

Besolmed, That we recognize in our departed brother a ime type of tlie noble pio- 
1 flprf who converted the iSllds of Mlehigan Into fertile fields, andlhat we recognize it 
■vumi dull ti c hLiibli the memory of laose departed, and by kindly ofllces light the 

I lumnend our sister, tlie widow of our departed broHier, to the 

1 1 11 raft, and that we ejctend to our brofliers (the sons of the de- 

I I iiL^hter, tlie hand of condqlence in their sad bereavement; but as 

1 II III II 11 Mich trying scenes, remind them that his work was fully done, 

■srd th it lif rti pnited tiUl of davSi with — "~'" ' ' — ''■''■-^ 

BeAulioixi, Hint tnese resoinilons be i 
ii>e f nniiilied the widow aud cliildren oi 

Tiie Bakbr SEiTtuMEXT. 

TnesettJementot Francis H.Hagaman and Gei-shomBennett in tiie nortli west comer 
<oi town eight south, two east (Seneca), In November, 1833. has alreadj^been noticed ; 
also t!ie puichase by Caveiider of sei'eral parcels of land in the Is!! of the same year. 
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Be'.uLea tlieae, Ebeiiezer S. Caipeiiter, John JT. Packai-d, Archibald Brown and Levi 
fcheiinaii entered laud in 1883; bat aside Irorn these purcliases, the township was 
Government property In the beginning of 1834. On the first day of. Febniar y, 18^, 
Eosweli J. HejTPHitl pui-chaaed of the United States, land on section tliiirteen, and 
settled on it Immetlisvtely after. Jacob Baiter entered land on section thirty, on tlie 
tenth day ot March, and soon after cnme with his family and commenced a settlement. 
Horftce Garllck and Arnold H. Coomer accompanied Mr. Baiter to ■Hie wilderness. 
Girlid WHS martied, bat Coomer was a BJngle man. They proceeded at once to build 
vi loR lioiise. Coomer hadUiehnrlc to peel for tlie i-oof,^id he pressed the Indians 
into tiie lervico to assist him. The house was the usual log cabin of the early settlei' 
— punclieoii floor, hM.'!fc roof and gables, small window holes, and i)aiiellesa doOrs. 
The doors were of the kind called batten doors, but the batten was a piece of timber 
a little longer fhtvn the width of tUa door and larger at one end than at thf oUier ; 13ie 
large end projected beyond tbe door, and was bored to serve as a part of the hinge. 
The boards were fiistmed to tlie battens by wooden pins or by nails, as tlio necessity 
or convenienc* of the builder reqniied. 

In the early part of May, 1834, Simon D. Wilson, James Wilson, Eiihraim Whitman, 
Ephralm Baldwin and Samuel D, Baldwin came to tlie township, looting land. They 
were all yoimg men, and, with Hie exception of Simon D. Wilson, nnmarried.' Tlie 
first two were brothers, and tlie Baldwins were brothers-ln-hiw of Simon D. Wilson. 
Cliarles Baldwin, anoflier brother-in-law, was living in township eight south, three 
east,— or as then orgamaed, the east end of the township of B'airSeld,— tmd thiHier 
Ibis party gathered, pi-eparatory to their contemplated Invasion of the wlldMness. 
When the party were ready, Cluirles Baldwin piloted them to the creek. Simon D. 
Wilson selected land on section thirty, in town eight soutli, and on sections six, seven 
and eight, town nine sonli. Ephraim Baldwin selected land on section eight, town 
nine sonlii. The land ofBce at Monroe was their nest objective point, which they 
made, and entered their land on the fifteenth and slKteenlJi days of May, 1834. Arnold 
IL Coomer had entered his Zand on section thirty-one, town eiglit sonth, on tJie eighth 
■day of tliat month. Simon D.Wilson immediately commenced operations on his 
land by building the Inevitable log ca&in, bat had not yet got settied when Dennis 
Wakefield came into the township, prospecHi^ for land ; lie imide his selection— a tract 
o£ fonr hundred and twenty acres— on Bean Creek, which he entered Jraie 14th, and 
returned ia Counecti.eut. Mr. Wakefield returned to the TaJley witli his family in 
the montii of August. During his absence several families had purchased homes 
in the township. On the twenty-ninth day of September Alvah Holt entered his land 
and commenced to bnlld ou it immediately. 

During the year 1684, besides those ah'eady named, the following persons purchased 
land in towns eight and nine south, two east; Section 1— G, W. Allen; Jan. Bitli; 
Joseph Giiffln, June 2d; David Pyce, Sept. aith. Section 4^Eansom J. Crawfoi'd, 
Oct 6. Section 7— Abner GrifBHi, Aug. 18tli. Sections 8 and 9— WiBI^n Yerks, June 
.3d. SectJonlO— Henry Hayward, Aug. etii; Ephratm Holllster, Aug. E6th; Isaac !N. 
Powell, Oct. 7th. Section 11— Zeiiel Waterman, April 19th; Cornelius S. Eandolph, 
MaySTth; Ira HoUoway, Sept. SOth; Hemy Hayward, Octeth. Section 13— Jolin 
■Canibum, Feb. 1st; William D.Page, March IBHi; John Starkweather. Section 13— 
William Baker, April 413i. Section 14^David Meoch, June 3d; John Adams, Jmie 
10th; George Packard, June 31st; Manly Smitii, Jnly 8th. Section 15— Cornelius 
WUlett, JiUy ISfli ; James W. Cambniii, July 15th; Abel Eandolph, Aug. 8Sd. Sec- 
tion 17— Amos A. Kinney, Sept. 34th. Section 18— TTiomas Hawley, Oct. 38lii. 
Section 19— T. Carter, Jime 10th; Alvah Holt, Sept. 39th; Lucas Atwnod, Sept asth ; 
Qeorge Lee, 3d, Oct. 4tli; Samuel Lammon, Oct 31st. Section 28— Paul Raymond, 

Branklln W, Walker, Nov. ilth. Section 39— Amos I'rankUn, Jnly 4Ui ; — 

Bams, Oct 1st, Section 30— Lydia Noyes, Moses Cole, July 10th. Section 31— 
.Jonathan Saulsbury, Jmie 2d; William Weslfield, June 14th; Caleb C. Cooley. 
■Oct .Sih; James H. Sweeney, Kov. Sill. Section 3D— Satiian Snnlsbury, June !>tli ; A. 
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Bromi, June 14tli; John Prankliu, July 4th; Heman HeniGgtoii, Oct. liStli.; Daniel; 
Sanborn, Nov. 30th. Section 33— Daniel Eeed, June 97th. Town iiinc south: Sefe- 
tion 5— Shnon WestfieW, June Wth. Section 6— Benjainiu Hornbeelt, June 14tli., 
Section 7— Ephndm Baldwin, Jr., Joseph L. Eoyce, J. Calvin. Sections 9 and 10— 
Thomas Hawly, Oct. 38th. 

Theoldlndian trail from Jonesville to Manmee lay through tliisfoiviiship, and just 
below where Morenci now is there was an old Indian bnryiiiK groum!.. 

The Upton Settuimest. 

On the Slat day of May, 1834, Dexter Smith, George W. Moore, NatliBdilel Uptoiu 

and Pierce started from Dean's taveni, Adrian, lo locate land in the Be»is 

Creek Country. Their outfit consisted of an ax, a rifte, ten pounds of crackers awl 
an Ohio hum. Of tills latter article Mr. Moore remarked; "It was as salt as Lot's- 
wife and as hard as a regulation ball." They traveled on foot, and tliat day reached 
the house of Gershom Bennett, in the northwest comer of town eight south, two east, > 
now known as Seneca, Tlie next day they viewed land on secUona tlitee and four in 
twwn eight south, and on aecHons thirty-four and ttilrty-five in town seven south, »ne- 
easL The land suited them, and the following d(^ ttiey started on ilieir return to. 
Adrian by (he Indian trail running from Defiance to Detroit. The trail crossed flic^-. 
Kidder road about three miles west of Adrian. Here they fell In wiHi a man named 
Corey, who was also travelhig Adrlanivards, They learned from his talk Hiat he- 
intended to locate one hundred and sixty acres of Hie laud their party had selected. 
A consultation was held in Dean's barn that night, and Woore and Smith were ite- 
tailed to go on to Monroe in haste and locate the land before Corey could reach there.. 
It was raining, but they at once set out and reached Blissfield, 11 miles distant, at onsn 
o'clock A. M. Here they laid themselves down on the bar-room floor and reate<l imUl 
daylight, Hien pursued their journey, reached Monroe that afternoon, aivi entereiS ■ 
their laud. Corey arrived Hie next morning. Smitii and Upton returned at once t(v 
commence the new settlement. They arrived at the Creek- May iiSth. They bnilt a 
log cabi!i,~or Uiree sides of it were logs, the otlier was open,— and before It they b«Ht 
tJieirflxe. The roof was of elm baric The bedstead was a fixture of file hoiwe. Whem 
thehouse was laid np, notches were cut in the logs at flie proper height and poles lirid-. 
in; the outer corners were supBorted by stakes or posts made of a aecllon of you»g. 
trees. Beecli withes were woven across in place of cords, and on tliese elm bark was 
laid. It was called a Michigan bedstead, and was probably the first spring bed oa 
record. In this cabin. Smith and Upton lived during the simmiei', but in the fall they 
built themselves a comfortable Ic^ house, in which they feept bachelors' hall until the- 
winter of 1836. The cabin and house occnpied by these men was in the townshiiv 
now called Medina, but as Smith's land was situated in the township now called 
Hudson, Mr. Natlianiel W. Upton has been considered tlie first settler in Medina. 

On the 8th day of April, 1834, Coofe Hotchkiss and John Knapp purcliased the norfli - 
east quarter and the east half of the soutJieast quarter of section two. They brought" 
ttieir families to Adrian on the second day of June. On the third day of June, William. 
WalworfSi purchased the northeast quarter of the souUiwest quarter of section oce,, 
and on the sixth day of June, John E. Poster purchased Hie northeast quarter of sec- 
tion sis. Knapp, Walworth and Foster each built. houses and settled their famll5eft 
durii^ ttie month of June, but Poster's family preceded the others a few days, and, 
Mrs. Poster was therefore tlie flrgt white woman resident of that r township. Mrj 
Poster's house was built near tlie norflieast comer of his farm, and was biiUt after flie- 
model of the early log houses, only fills had uo chamber. The floor was oS split an* 
hewed basswood, the wof of bark, two small whidows, and a stiek and mud ehimney..- 
John Knapp built a somewhat better house— In fact. It smacked a little of aristoeracy. 
Itwas twenty by twenty-six feet, one and a half stories high;. the floors were of spiii. 
11.11(1 hewn basswood, and the roof wa^ coveved witli shakes. Shakes were rivi'd o«t 
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.rf oak Umber ; they were about thirty inches long, al! tlie way o£ (v tlikkaess, aiid as ■ 
wide as could be madeoutof the qnarter at an oak Jog. The sliakes, therefore, varied, 
in wLdth according as they were split out of a large or small tree, ot was tlie first or 
last liven out of Mie bolt. The shakes were laid on poles flattened to tlie rafters and 
held In place by other poles, Hie poles, midemeatti and top, being (astened t(«ether 
with hickory ot blue beech wltiies. But, notwithstanding theise aristocratic notions, 
Mr. Knapp was compelled to have a stick and luud chimney, because tbere were 
neither brick or stone to be had. The liouse stood neai- where Allen's tavern, in Me- 
dina vUlage, now si»uids. Tlie land bonght by Wllllftm W. Walworth was that on 
which tlie Canandaigiia mills now are. He built a house a Utile northwest of where, 
tbe old saw mill was afterwards built. 

Charles A. Prisbey, October 4th, purchased the northeast fractional anarter d the 
nortliwest quarter of section two. Saniuel Fincher bougiit Uie northwest qnarter ot 
tlie northwest quarter of section two, October 5Ui. Both these men buUt houses on 
their lands in the summer and fall of 1834. During that summer the following named 
persons purcliased lauds in the towiisliip: SecKon 1— William St. Wads worHi, June 
3di8amuelSweeuey,Jr.,Nov.5th. Section 2— Amos S. Knapp, Nov. 4tli. Sections— 
Nathaniel Moore, Aug. 35tli. Section 5— Andrew McFarland, Miffch 10th. Section 
B-James Barns, Nov. 10th. Section 11— William P. Hobbs, Section IS— IDram Lucas, 
Oct Bd. Section 33-Benjamin Eodgers, Sept 34th. Section 34-Chester Savage, 
Aug. 4th; Thomas Hawley, Oct 38th. Section 35— Horace Garliok, Marcli 10th; 
George Benuett, June 91h; Dennis Wakefield, Avyf. 39th; Charles M: Hewitt, Sept. 
aih; James WUson, Nov. 14tii, Sectton 2(V-Joseph Hagaman, May BTth; Junes 
Jackson Hamirii, Nov. Sfh ; William Terks, Nov. 17th. Section ar— SMnuet Chambers,. 
Deo. 80th. Section S4^-Justus Coy, Oct nth. SecUon 85— Dennis Wakelield, Oct 
6th; Ira Clark, Oct 0th; Ai-chibald Purdy, Oct 9th; Thomas Tadiuan, Nov. 17th. 
SecOou 38— Charles 1£. Henry, July 6th; DennLs Wakefield. Aug. 34th; Samuel, 
Sweeney, Nov. 5tli. 

In town nine Boutli, on section 1— Calvin Khig, June ITth ; Dennis Wakefield, Aug.. 
39th ; Albert Davis, Aug. 23d ; Horatio Wilson, Aug, mu ; Amos Fi'anklln. Sept 161h ; 
Jieetion 3— Dennis Wakefield, Aug. 39th ; Levi Gobs, Sept 4ti) ; Amos Franklin, Sept. 
letli, Dennis Wakefield, Dec. IStii. Section 3— Orville Woodworth, Sept. 3d; Levi; 
(jOss, Sept 3d. Seet!on4— Orville Woodworth, Sept8d;JaraesFarley,Dec.8th. Sec- 
tions 6 and 7— William Ciai-k, Nov. 14th. Section 8— David Meech, Dec. a4tii. Sec- 
tion 9— Miles Baker, Nov. 1st ; Justus Cooley, Nov. 1st ; Jolm Farley, Dec. 8th ; David 
Meech, Dec. 341h. Sections 10 and 11— Hiram Patwell, Oct 35. Section I3-Uriah E. 
Wiight, Oct. 39ai. By consulting the map, the reader will see tiiat sections 8, B, 10, 
n and 13 are now in the State of Ohio, but at tiiat tim.e Ohio had not attempted to 
exercise Jurisdiction over the disputed territory. 

Land looking and laud locating was the principal business of tiiat year, and guides 
through the forests and to the most desirable imlocated lands were in great demand. 
There were also land centers from which land explorations usually started. E^m 
Canandmgna the northern part of Medina, soutJiem part of Hudson, and the township- 
of Wright were reached, while Jacob Baker's house in Seneca was the point fron* 
which southwestern Seneca, southern Medina, Boyalton, Cliesterfield and Gorham,. 
now in Ohio, were explored. 

A good story is told of Levi Goas and Orville Woodwortii. They were strainers to 
each other, but came to Baker's lahd-lookiug at the same time. Arnold H. Coomer 
was detailed to guide Goss, aucl Garlick pertormed that servicB for Woodwortii . 
They caiTied on thetr espiorations separately, and pretty tJiorouglily scoured the 
country. Coomet and Goss, having finished, came !n late one afternoon, and foiuuf. 
that Woodworth had preceded than. Mi. Goss was already somewhat advanced in age, 
and was considerably fatigued. He had written tlie description of land selected on a 
fliip of paper thus : S. E. half sec. 3, T. 9 S., 1 E., Ac., and placed the slip in his hat, 
which on coming in he sat on the floor. Woodworth aat where he could see into tiie hat. 
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,aM waa observed to l)e eamestly lookii^ in that directtoji. All at oaee Wood worth 
started lip luid intiuired, "How far is It to Hagainaii's ? " "Five miles," wastliere- 
jilj-. "Then," s^d Woodworth, addreaaliig two fellow tiavelors, "welrnvo time to 
xeach there before dart; let's go." Ajid immediately they started. Tlielr antWeii de- 
parture was a cause of wonderment to Baker, his Jionsehold and gueais. Gosa sat 
demmBly contemplating the movement, when his eyes resting on the slip ot paper 
Irt his hat, lie exclaimed: "Hehasgone toentermJrlBnd," After » moment's further 
tliought, lie asked: " Is thore no way of reaching Adrian to-nJBht ? He will go no 
further than Hagaman'a to-night, and if I can reach Adrian I may save my land 
yet," Baiter told him there was no way,' unless he could make some arrangement 
wIHi Coomea:. Said he, " I have two horses in the barn ; may-he yon can make some 
arrangement with Coomer to bring them back." The bint was acted on, and witii.- 
out waiting lor snpper,'the horses were momited, and away went the adventurei's 
towards Hagaman's, through thlelc woods, with nothing but a bridle path to follow. 
It was dark early in the forest, but Coomer had provided himself with & tin lantern 
and candle, which, lighted, enabled them to pursue their jonmey with tolerable 
speed. When tliey reached Hagaman's it WM dark in the oleAcing, bnt beyond 
the honsB were some log heaps burning. To prevent discovery the candle In Hie im- 
tem was put out and the house passed as noiselessly as poaalble^ At ttie moat remote 
log heap the caiidle ivas reilghted and the Journey pursued. They now had a wagon 
track to follow and they traveled more expedilioualy, and reached Jordan's some- 
what past midnight. Mr. Jordan was aroosed to get the travelers something to eat. 
It was here arranged that Coomer should go no farther, but that Jordou should take 
Goss on as soon as light appeared. Jordanwastoremalnup to Insure an early start, 
but so great was Gioss' amjdety he could not sleep, so the two were np the entire 
night. WItli tlia appearauee of l^ht they were off for Adrian, and from Hiere to 
Blissfleld. It will no doubt ooonr to the i-esder that via Adrian was Hot the shoi-test 
route from Jordan's to Blissfleld, but on tlie more direct route there was no roa<l 
throi^li the wilderness. At Bliasfield, Gosa hired a man to take him to Mom'oe In a 
wagon (tl\e joivmey had so far been made on horseback), but it was slipuJated that 
tlie driver was to let no man pass lilm, and away they went towards Monroe. 
Coomer, sharing none of Qoss' anxiety, slept soundly at Hie house of Jordan until 
long after the departure of the othei'a, but at Inst awa&ened, and hreaifast procured, 
he set out on his retmn to Baker's. A little way out he met Woodworth on, foot, 
who recognized him, and at once asked "Where's the old man? " Boy like, Coomer 
desiring to worry blm, sang out, " He's in Monroe by this time." Wootlworth pi-oba- 
bly suspected that liiat could not be tine, but Gosa was ahead, and sometliing muat 
be done. He traveled on at as quick a pace as possible luiMl, somewliere eastward of 
Jordan's, ho foimd a mm plowing in his field. Woodworth walked np to tlie team 
and commenced unharnessing one of tiie horses. While unfaateninK tlie harness he 
told Ills story, and aa he sprang upon the horse's back, he said, " I have no tntenttoii 
ot stealing thia horse. If you want him, follow me." The otlier horse was stripped 
and mounted, and away the pidr went over tlie road traveled by the other party in 
flie gray of the momii^. At Blissfield the horses were changed, and Woodwortli 
and his new companion proceeded towarda Monroe. Expecting to pass Goss on the 
road, Woodworth attempted a sort of disgulae by changing hats and coatfi with his 
companion. Towaivits evening, as G<»s and his driver were jogging along near tlio 
end of tiieir jomiiey, two men appeared riding along In tbe dlatanoe. One of flie 
men appeared to be better mounted than tlie otlier, as he neared the wagon much 
more rapidly. "Are yon afraid of fliat maii?"aaidthe driver. " No," said Goss, 
"lie lives bereaboutg I think," and the man rode by, Woodwortli, for it was he, rode 
rapidly forward, while his companion jogged leisurely along, some way beliind the 
wagon, seemingly in no hurry. Elding np to the door of the land office, andHirusllnis 
his hand info hla pocket, he called out, "I want to enter—" but alaslhisui 
diim was In the pocket of his o^^^l cont, on the other mau'd back. ( 
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wliip to his liorae he (lasJied away, met Biul passed Hie wagon, lusbed xrp to his uoui- 
pauioii, secured his paper, and tiimetl again towards the land offlee. The diiVer irf 
the team seeing the same man comiag again, apparently very anxio-ns te pass,said, 
•"There is some devUtry there," and put whip to his lioraes. Woodworth passed, 
however, and as he passed, Goss lecc^piaed hJni. Away they went towards tlie land 
office, where they anived aJmoat at the simie Instant "I want to entei— " said 
Woodwoi-th. " I want to enter—" cried Goss, at the same time jumping, but bia foot 
cangh't on the wheel and he feC heavily to Hie groiuad, knocking the breath from his 
:t)ody. When Goss recOTered conscionsness, Woodworth had entered his land and 
was qnletlj eliewing his quid, chuckling over the success ol liis scheme. Goas cared 
little lor his bodily inj urles, but moui'ned pitifully over the loss of Iris land, The re- 
ceiver tried to comfort him by su^esting that perhaps some other land, in the imme^ 
■diate neighborhood vioald answer as well. "Let me see your description," sidtl 
SOUer. The paper w«3 pi'oduced, when lo! it appeared that Goss' Jand was not the 
Woodwoi'th laud at all. Woodworth had selected and entered the southwest quartei' 
■of seeMon thi-ee, and Goss had selected and now was Imt too glad to enter the soiiai- 
east (luarter of the same section. And thus it came about that after an esciUng race, 
■each man had Meonred his own land, and neitliei' maji had any intention of getting tlio 
other's land. Looking wifli suspleloiis eye at tie slip in Gobs' hat, Woodworth had 
confused the southeast with the southwest, and hence the race, Thetwo meu setHed 
«n their land, wheiB they lived and died, respecting each other, and each enjoying the 
respect and esteem of their neighbors. 

Early in Januiiiy, 18Si, She little settlement near llie soutli shoie ui Devil's Lalco 
was reinforced by its fourth family, that of Mr. WiUiam Beal. These foui- families 
and Ephraim Sloan are beHeved to have constituted the entire population of the tenl- 
tory now embraced la the tawnship of Koffin in the winter of 1833^i. The spring of 
18S4 broi^ht many settlei-a to the Bean Oi'eek Valley, and a iatse pioportion of them 
concluded to make iitieh: home in this township, David Steer settlod on land he loca- 
ted in 1833, on section 5. John T. Comstock and James Sloan located land and settled 
on section t, Orson Green on section 10, Levi Jennings and Stdem Vosburg on section 
aa, John E. Hawkins on section 30, Matthew Bennett on section 34, James Macon and 
Joseph Allen on section S7, Jonathan Ball, Warner Ayelaworth and- John Upton on 
section 98, and Koswell Lamb on section 39. Besides those above named, the f ollow- 
iug,persons pnrchased land in the tovrnshipdorIngI834: Cynthia C. Aldrich, Elmer 
Cole, Elvira Cole, Darius Cole, JobnTlugley, William Hathaway, Elijah Bennett, 
Elkenali Bates, Silas Orcutt, llayhew Steward, Cyrus B. Padiard, Joshua Packard, 
William Godfrey, David Crout, John Crout, Jacob Foster, Asa K. Bacon, James 
Bacon, Phmbe Foster, John Belcher, Dairiel Eusa, Sylvester Boody, Justus G. New- 
comb, Ira Sly, John Hunt, Jolin Hasklns, Barnabas Bonney, Alden Gregory, Lu- 
j-ther Evans, Jonathan C. Ereeland and Jam^ Wescott. 

The first marriage in town sis soutli, one east, occurred this year (1834), and it may 
be that it was the first In t*e VaQey. There was a marriage on the Chicago road tliis 
year at the house of Cornelius MUlspaw, witliin tJie ten-itorial Ihnits of the tewnship 
now called Woodstock, and another at or near what is now called GamhleviUe, in the 
township of Somerset, but the time of year is at present unknown. The only other 
marriage in the Talley, tills year, was Uiat of Mr. and Mrs. Sprogue, of Pittsford, on 
Chiistmas day. This Eollin marriage took place at the house ofilr. WilliamBeal. 
Hiram Aldrich and Eliia Titus were Ihe parUM, and Joim Comstock, a Jnstice o£ the 
peace of the township of Logan, tied the knot. 

The wife oC John Upton died in June. 1SB4, and ^vas buried on the faiiu of iier hus- 
band. Mary Vosburg, daughtei' of Salem and Lj-dla Vosburg, was bom on the STtli 
day of August,. 18-^4. She wastlieflvst white child bom in tliiit toivnshiii, and still 
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lives on the old homestead. Thus there was a btrth, marrii^B and death, within 
the limits ol the township dariag the first year iift«r the settlement of Its first family. 

Mn-LSPAW's.— In tlie year 183S, Uiere were two families residents ol town five south, 
one easl^-Comelius MHlspaw and Jesse Osboni. Quite a nnmber of persons liousht 
land during that year, but the larger part were persons who lived or afterwards 
lived in the neighboring townships, and it was held for speculative purposes oiriy. In 
183i a large number of other persons purcliased lands, and some of them settled 
on their lands. Among the lattflr was Ifahum Lamb, who arrived in tlie township 
on the first day of September, 1S34. Mr. Lamb remiuned an hihahitant of the town- 
ship until his death. When Woodstock was oiganized as a separate township in 1836, 
Mr. Lamb was elected Its first Supervisor. During this year, 188i, Mr. Jacob Lair 
settled in tJie township. Besides those already mentioned, the followii^ named per- 
sons ihireliased lands in the township: Section 4, Moses N. Davenport, June S3d. 
Section 8, Barttioiomew Johnston, June l»; Matthew Bushberry, Dec. aitJi. Section 
9, E3ng D. Betts, July 31st. Section 10, Willard Josiin, July 3d. Section II, Abner 
Graves, Jr., Ellslia Benedict ajid Charles Benedict, May 37th. Section 13, Theodore 
J. Van DenBrook, May aad ; Thomas McCourtie and William Powers, June lath. Sec- 
tion 18, EdwHd 8. Bascom, Oct. STth ; Chmles S. Cleveland, Nov. Bth. Section 33, 
Martin Case, May aoth ; Stephen Perkins and Jedediah Raymond, July 14th. Section 
a5, Charles White, June Tth; Nelson Crittenden, Feb.lfli. Section 83, Isaac Titus, 
and David Blnns, March 3d. Section 34, David Steer, Aug, 27 ; Alexander Eilswortli. 
July Uth; Samuel Skinner, July 10th. SectionS6, Nehemlah Hands, June Mt^. 

The first wedding oeeurred this year at tlie house of Cornelius Mlilspaw, and the 
bride was Mary Ann, the daughter of that worthy pioneer. The brid^froom was 
Thomas Jolls, and the ofBciatiug elei'gyman was the Rev. Mi-. George, a Unlversalist 
minister of Philadelphia. 

Gamble's.— Oil the ninUi clay of March, isai, Thomas Gamble, the senior, bought 
oat James Viui Houvenburg and settled, ill townfivesouth, one west, where he con- 
timied to live until his death. Jonathan Ilaynes setUed in the township. He was 
afterwards for many years a preaoiier of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and he was 
a good neighbor and a zealous ChrlstJan until his death. The other settlers of ISSl, 
were ; Auios Hixson, Lewis Carrier, Samuel Mills, Ellas H. Kelley, Hezekiah Giis- 
wold, Jeremiah Loucks, Daniel Strong, Samuel O. Clark, Eli Bngbee, Geoi^e Oncans,. 
Arza Finney, David Binns, William Welch, Rufus GOford, David Catelle, Benjamin 
D, Bond, Stephen Darlington, Gideon Harkneas, David Harkness, Zachariah Tan 
Duzer, Jabez H. Jackson, WUllam Gallop, Stephen Vail, Welcome Graliam and Wil- 
liam T. Webster. It Is probable that some of these did not become actual settlers of 
the township. 

During the winter of 1833-4, David Herrlngfon died, the first death In the toivnship.. 
On the 8th day of April, 1834, Mrs. GriswoJd depai'tod this life, a few days after giving 
hirtii to a daughter. The child died about two weeks later. 

Sf^hia Pratt wtB tlie first school teacher of the township. She was married the 
following winter to Samuel Clark. It la related, concerning this marriage, that tan 
itinerant Baptist Elder, nuned Bodley, was expected around about that time, but d» 
account of the lack of roads, the'coniiug of itinerant ministers was so uncertain, they 
could not be depended on in an important matter like this, so a justice of tiie peace 
was bTOi^ht fiTjui JonesvIUe to perform the ceremony. The Elder was on hand,, 
however, hut the mi^esty of the law triumphed and the 'Squire married tiie couple... 
The first church in the township was organized in the spring of ISSi. It was a 
Baptist ohuroh at or near Gamhleville. Mrs. Gay tells an amosii^ story con- 
cerning hei', first attendance at religious meeting in the territory. She had latterly 
lived in Albany, where i)eople dressed up to go to church, and to her it seemed a 
iiecessoiT concomitant to ehui-ch going. She had brought her apparel wiHi her, o£ 
■:onvse, ri»' iiotlii'iig wsls more natural thaiifnr ]ierto\Tear it to cliuroli. Arrayed ii'-i 
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lier sillt flress, leghorn bonnet and lace shawl, silk stockings and morocco slippers, 
slie entered the extemporized sanctuary. Tile contrast was so great as to at once carry 
-a pang to her heart Her sisters of the setHement were tliere In calico dresses and 
siinrbonnets, coarse shoes and woolen stoclctngs, and at least two bad no stockings at 
■all. The services were not interesting to Mrs. Gay. How earnestly she wished for 
her calico dress and sun-bonnet, that she might l>e at ease and unobserved. So true 
it is that propriety is essential to happiness, that good and harmless, and even the 
useful and valuable tilings of earth in uDBeemly surroundings will give pain to a 
eensltive and cultivated mind. SiBw and furbelows, leghorn and morocco, were oat 
of place among the homelier but more appropriate attire of backwoods life. Mrs. 
<}ay realized all this In an instant, henp£ tlie acute misery she endured durit^ tiie 
sen'icM of that day. 

Mookb's Skttlemkst. 

When the winter of 1883 closed in, there was but one family within the terrltoiial 
limits of township six south, one west, and that was Silas Moore's. Three other men 
had purchased land, viz; Mahlon, Jacob and Edmund B.Brown. The next informa- 
tion of the town we have iieen ftWeto obtidn Is of the date of June, 1834., In tliat 
month Mr. Stephen Knapp, of Clarkston, Monroe county, N. T., visited the townsliip 
;and lodged at tlie house of Edmund B., commonly called Burrows Browii. Brown told 
Enapp he had some excellent land, which he would show him. The next morning be 
took Knapp out and showed hint two lots on section fotu^sen. One was what is 
known as wind-fall, the other was handsome timber. Knapp had intended to pur- 
■nhase two Iota, and had bronght three hundred dollars with him for tiiat pijrpoBe, but 
Brown asked four hundred dollars for these two lots. It was finally agreed that 
Knapp should buy the land, pay three hundred dollars down, and the other one 
Trundred when he retiuiied to settle on the land. The wntract was put in writing by 
"Timotiiy Gay, of the next township nortJi, now called Somerset. Mr! Knapp after- 
wards learned that, at the time he made the contract. Brown liad no title to one of tlie 
lota, but purchased it of the ^ovei-iunent afterwards. This Brown was a land-shark, 
and perpetrated his little joke on quite a number of settlers. One of his Intended 
victims was warned by Brown's wife, and escaped his clutches. Some thne in tiie 
month of September folhiwlng, Steplien Knapp and family left Clarkston, Monroe 
county, N.Y., for their new home in Mleliigan. Their departure had been delayed 
more than a montJi by an expected domestic event. Their goods were shipped bj 
canal to Buffalo, from there by steam to Detroit. James Knapp, the eldest son, ao- 
eompanied the goods ; with his wife and three other childi'en, one of tiiem a month old 
Infant, Stephen Knapp came by wngoa through Canada. The trip through Canada 
•consumed eleven days' time, and on tiieir arriving at Detroit they found James there 
with the goods. The family came on by the Chicago road, which they found very 
soft, aiid the traveliiig was very slow. From Clinton they turned southward, 
through Tecumseh and Adrian, to the house of Zebulon Williams, tlien residing in 
the township of Madison, thi-ee miles, or thereabouts, south of Adrian. Here Ihe 
wifeand smaller children wereleftforatlme,imtil a house could be built, and the 
household goods could be brought from Detroit. Thedrawingof the goods, owing to 
the almost Impassable condition of the roads, was a tedious operation ; ten miles a day 
with a load was all the distance tiie team could make. Perry Knapp says he remem- 
bers to have heard this j-arn spun iu a Chicago road hotel while hauling those goods : 
"A traveler saw a hat lying on the surfaceof the thin mud; he attempted to pick it up, 
when he heard in sepulchral tones, 'Letgomyhat.' The finder Inquired, 'Whatare 
you doing there ?■ ' Tjaveiing on the Chicago pike.' 'Do you want any helps' 'Wo, 
I have a good horse under me.' " 

Atlength.however.despite Hie bad roads, the last load of goods was in, and onths 
SOth day of Notember, 1834, the family of Stephen Knapp took possession of thr 
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house, whicli liail jiieaiiwhUe been liuUt, This family made tlie {oiirt]i In that 
townsUp. The oUiers were Silaa Moore, Anson Jackaon, and Biurrows Brown. Dm— 
lug the winter Mr. Knapp fenced twenty acres o£ his ■wind-fail land. 

Bli Eastman entered his laud June 16th, 183*, hut did not move onto itnntil the next 
year. Other persons entered lands during tJie year, viz ; Hirtun Hatfield, May 18th ; 
John n. ConTerse, April iBd; Beaton Hoxle, May ath; Manly Holmes, May 20th v 
William Holmes, Dea IStti; Thoa. Fanner, May 5th; Stephen Tall, June 19th; Joh 
A. Moore, Aug, ^ ; Hiram Graham, Oct. 8t!i ; Stflphen K- Geddhigs, Oct. SCth ; Jolui 
Jackson, March 3Ttli; Jabez H. Jaclcson, April 10th; Bni-ton Lamphere, Nov. SOth;, 
Myimi McGee, Dec. Btli ; Jesse Hill, June ad ; Aclisah Eastman, Jnue 16th ; Frances. 
Hill; George W.Breaily,M«.y30th; Israel Pennington, June 7th; Qrai^e LatonrettCr 
Jnne9tli; John Bryant, June 11th; Clariuda Cook, June 18th; John Howell, AprU. 
iHth ; Jacob Bi'owii, June 13th ; Closlnda Cook, Nov, I5th ; Jesse Hill, Jan. 3d ; Mar- 
shal Alvord and Joseph Alvord, JunelOth; John O'Brien, June lath ; Eoljert August^ 
Nov. Mat; Zebnlon Williams, Dee..l7Hi; Amos Hai-e, May 30th; Robert Cox, June 
BtUandlSth; John Pennington, June 7th; Lorenzo Cliitfoh, July l*th; Joseph W. 
Ashley, Oct. ath ; h. Chui'oh, July 14th ; Walter CiUver and William Culver, Nov. 
aeth ; Burr S. Northup, June SI. None of those except Farmer settled oii their land 
that year. 

Silas Fanner must have settled on his land in the month of December, 183i. Perry 
Knapp says he was not there when their family canie, November 30tli, and Ell Eastman 
Bays lie was tliere when he came in January, 1835. 

In townfive south, two west(Moseow),tliere was qnitealai^e increase of popnla- 
tlond\urlngl83i. Among those who settled tiiat year were Aaron Spencer, Peter 
Atwell, and William Bensoii. Mrs. Brown, mother of Mrs. Daniel Aiken, died this, 
year. 

In the summer ot 1834 Delilah Bla«kmar taught a school in a private house. In the 
whiter of isa4r35 Seth Kempton tauglit tlie seliool, the first part of the term in the 
same private house, and tlie remainder of the tei'm in tlie first school house, ivhich 
was tinishpd diu-ing that winter. 

In tlie winter of 1834r5 the LegislaUve Council broke up the Yalley into smaller 
organizations. Town six soutli, one east, waa organlMd and named KoHin. Towns- 
five, six, seven, eight, nine and fraetlonal ten south, range one west, were organised 
into a single township and named Wheatland ; tuid towns Ave, six, seven, eight, nine 
and traclJonal ten sontli, range two west, were organized into a sii^?le township and 
named Moscow, At tlie close of tlie session of 18!Mr35, Iflwn seven south, one east 
(Hudson), remainetl a part of the township of Lenawee; towns eight, nine andfrac- 
Uonal ten south, ranges one and two east (Medina and Seneca in Michigan, aiid Gorham 
and Chesterfield in Ohio), remaned a part of liie township of Fairfield, To-mishipa 
now named Somerset, Wheatland, Pltlsford and Wright constituted the township of 
Wlieatlmid, and townships now called Moscow, Adams, Jefferson, Ransom and liie 
tast part of Amboy constituted the township of Moscow, 

li.O:jJN. 

The first townaliip ineetins was held on the sixtli day of April, 1835, at the house of 
Joseph Eeal, so says the statute; but foe Eeal we should evidently read Beal, for 
there the meeting was in fact held. Matthew Bennett was elected moderator, and 
William Beal, cleik. Matthew Bennettwaseleeted supervisor; William Beal, town- 
ship clerk; David Steer, James Bacon and Joseph Beal, assessors; Elijah C. 
Bennett, colleotoj'; Bavid Steer iind. Mm T.Comstock, directors of the poor; War- 
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ner Aylesworth, Asa R. Bacon and Joseph C. Bcal, commissioners of liigiiways; 
Elijali A. Bennett, constable; Joseph Gibbon, Orson Green and Joseph Ste«r, 
uommlasioners of coumiou schools; Josepli Gibbons, Orson Green, Joseph Steer, 
Elijah C. Bennett and James Boodery, " school Inspectors of common scliools." 

It was voted that "oor cattle, hogs and sheep, nm at large the ensuing year;" and 
'■ OUT pathmasteis l)e fence-viewers." The record does not state tlie number of votes 
polled at the township meetiiig, but at the general election, held on tiie fifth and sixth 
days of October, 1835, tliere vrere fifteen votes polled for Governor, tUree votes for 
Lieutenant Governor, nine votes for Senator, fifteen votes for Eepi-esentative in Con- 
.^ress; three votes were given for "EepresentativeofMidiigan." Of (he votes given 
for Governor, Stevens T. Mason received three, and John Biddle received twelve;. 
Edward Mundy received the fliree votes for Lientenaat Governor ; Ohnsled Hougii, 
EdwardD.Ellifl, aMd Lambent Dm'ocher,ea(di received thi'ee votes toi' Senator; Wil- 
liam Woodbrit^e received thirteenvotesfor Repi'esentalave in Congress, and Isaac 
E. Crary received lliree votes ; Allen Hutchlns, Hiram Dodge, James Wheeler, and 
Darins Meed, each received tiiree voles for "Bepresentative of Michigan," There 
were also twelve votes east against the ratification of the Constitution of Miclugan,. 
and one for its ratification. The reader will notice, perhaps, a discrepaJicy between, 
the statement of the whole number of votes given for the ofBce of Kepresentative in 
Congress and Hie aggr^jate of votes stated to be givenfothe two candidates, rifteen 
is said to be tbe whole nnmher given for the ofiice, while Woodbrldge Is said to have 
received tJiirteen, and Orary three. Jrom a careful review of the vote it seems plain, 
that Woodbridge only received twelve votes. 

The leader will also have noticed, perhaps, that at tlie towjislilp moeUug no Justices 
of Oie pence were elected. That meeting was held under tiie teiTitorial Jaws, and 
by these laws justices were appointed by the Ijegislative Comioil. Thitt position 
was held, no doubt, by Joseph Beal, whose name appears as one of tiie insjMictors of 
the election. 

InMay, this year, Dr. LeonardG. Hali settled in tills townsiiip, and bas ever since 
iHjen a resident of the Bean Creek Valley. For several years his ride extended over- 
a vast extent of territory. He was kmd, skUlful and attentive, and nearly all the 
earliest settlers have had occasion to call down blessings on his head. In ^e sajne 
monthDanielEhodesandlussonWillianicanieinto the township, and in June John 
Foster located land on section twenty-seven, and Immediately coinmeuced operations 
there. Barnabas Bonney setBed on section thirteen, and Saumel Coinstock, having 
purchased an interest In the lands of the Rollbi 3I11I Company, built a house and 
moved into It in tlie month of July. 

In April of this year, work was commenced on the saw mill in Eollin. Mr. William 
Beal was made superintendent of the work, and for that purpose left his farm and 
dwelt on tlie mill property. The mill frnme wa.^ raised in the fall of that year, and in. 
Xovember of tbat year Ihe sawing of lumber commenced and enabled flie settlers to- 
laafee tlieir cabins. more comfortable for the approaching whiter. The saw mill 
flnislied, preparations were at once commenced for tiie building of a grist mill. 

In tlie fall Bisboit Van Wei't, .Jacob Foster and the three Haskins settled in tlie 



Sometime during tlie summer of Oiis year a posfoffiee was establlsiied at or near 
the mill property, and William Beal was made postniasler and Poiter Beal mail car- 
riei\ Before that, the sefflers of all the noiUiem pai-t of the Valley had to go to 
Adrian for their mail matter, wlilch was no small task, Brom the western part of 
the Valley a day and a half was reqidred to go to the postofflee, and each letter cost 
Ike recipient twenty-five cents,— compulsory prepayment was not then In vogue. 

Thompson, who had opened a small trading estafolislmient south of the lake, at- 
tempted to sell whisky to setBers and Indians. Hew^ cited to appear nt Adrian,, 
iv'hieli i-ffectuali y squelched the bufiiues.s in that toiTOsbiji for some lime. 
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Among the purchasers of real estate in 1835 were these : Eraatua Farnham, July 
3iJ; EHjah Browiiell, July lltli; John TiUbot, May 11th; Amoa Steer, June SSUi; 
Oliver Griswold, Nov. eth ; Dadus Cole, Eeb. 20th ; Leonawt G. Halt, June 33 ; Stephen 
Tail, Barnabas Bonney, June 1st; Williiun Godfrey, June 8d; Jmnes Kenly, June 
ISBi; Harvey Hoiighton, May STUi; Joseph Webster, Nov. aiat; Ahraliam P. Vos- 
iurgh, William Campbell, Nov. Slst; J. "Wiffner Aylesworth, Ezra Lord, July lOth; 
John HdSklus, Matthew Bennett, Abijfth 8. Clark, Phebe H. Clark, May Uth ; Luther 
Evans, July 8d ; Lydia Howland, June 4tli ; Calvin Jenks, June ISth ; Samuel Com- 
fitock, July I'Hi ; Hiram Hitchcock, Jared Comstock, June 19th ; Eachael S. Beat, July 
aSHi; Sylvester White, Oct. 30th; John Foslei', June 1st; Lorenzo Sheldon, Thomas 
Kealey, June 9th; Edward Knapp, May aeth; Daniel Peek, May atitli ; RufuaPeek, 
Ira Jones, June 36; Moses T. Beimett, July 16th. 

LENAWEE TOWNSHIP. 

At the township meeling, held on Monday, the sixtli day ot April, 1835, William K. 
Porter was elected Supervisor, Jeremlaii D, Thompson, Township Clerk, and Calvin 
Eradtsh, Lyman Pease and Stephen Perkins, Assessors. The wolf bounty— three 
dollars per head— was continued. During the year William Mills rec«lved bounties 
■for eleven wolves slain, Bart White tor sis, Edward Bassett for fonr, Jacob Jackson 
for tliree, David Bixby for fonr, Joseph Cerow for one, and Eobeit Johnston for foar, 
— makhij^ a total of thirty-three wolves killed. 

We are more esiieelally interested In that part of tiie township of Lenawee lying 
within (he valley of the Bean, and we therefore will turn our attention to town seven 
south, of range one west. 

During the winter, axes had been wielded by busy hands in and around the Lanes- 
>rfile settlement, and In the early spilng time preparations lor clearing began. The 
mill dam was repaired and the mill started; the maple was tapped and tiie year's 
supply of si^ar and vinegar provided. But before sugar could he made kettles suita- 
ble for boiling must be provided, and Simeon Van Akin relates that he took Mr, 
Lane'soxenanddroveto Adrian in search of kettles. He found none there, and went 
thence to Tecumseh and Monroe. In tiic latter place he procured two— one for him- 
self and one for Mr. Lane. 

In the spring ot 18SS Michael Dillon came in and commenced clioppuig on his land 
entered ilie year previous. He was accompanied by his brother Dennis. Sometime 
In the summer Michael returned East for Ms family. 

In tlie month of AprO, 183S, Mr. Johij. Rice and Mrs, M. K. Douglass weie united in 
the bands of wedlock by Oliver Pmchase, a jnstJco of the peace. Mrs. Douglass 
was a widow, a sister of Mr. Lane. This was the first manlage In tlie territory 
which now constitutes the townsliip of Hudson. 

In the monBi of May, probably the third day, Mi'. Lane organized a Sunday school 
at his house. In a published statement, Mr. Lane siild it occurred May seventh ; but 
as Hie almanac for tliat year makes the seventli fall on Thursday, there Is a strong 
probability that Mi'. Lane is mistaken. 

On Hie lOtli day ot June, 1835, Noah Cressey and ivite settled on section lliirty-two, 
adjoining land of Michael Dillon. Mr. Cressey, as well as the Dillons, came to the 
Talley by the soutliem or Canandaigna route, and because tiie lands of northern 
Medina were well ciUled, drifted over Into Hndson and commenced a settlement. 
B.etween them and the LanesvlUe settlement there was an unbroken belt ot timber, 
which effectually cut off iutereoui'se, while the Medina settlements were eompai'a- 
tively eiey ot access. Therefore tor many years that neighborhood traded and visited 
with the Medina people, and were, for all business'and social pm-poses, identifleil 
with them. 
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July 37tli, Mrs. Davis, the mother of Keubeii nnd Samuel Davis, died. It was the 
jfirst (leaOi in the t«wuship. 

On (lie 28Ui, same montli, George Salisbury opened the first Lnnesvillu store. The 
Mock comprised groceries and notions. 

During the spring and summer Hie Kidder mill was kept in constant motion, sawinjj 
out lumber, with which to finish tlie log houses of settlera in the township and also In 
the townships of Rollin and Wheatland. Tliese two saw mills possesseil great powers 
■ot olvilizatlon, and throi^li theij agency puncheon floors and bark roofs and gables 
began to disappear, and new houses were now finished with siiake roofs and sided 
j^ables. It marked a new era in the settlement of the Valley. 

On Satmrday, tlie 8th day ot August, tlie citizens of town seven south, one east, met 
to consider the propriety of petitioning tlie new State Legislature, which, it the new 
constitntion was adopted at the October election, would convene for its first session on 
tlie ninth day of November, to organize town seven south, one east, into a separate 
township. The question was decided In the affirmative, and on the sug^stlon of 
Hiram Kidder it was named Hudson, after Dr. Daniel Hudson, of Geneva, N. Y ., who 
was tJie senior partner of Hie company Uiat purchased tiie first land in tlie township. 
The Legislature only continued in session six days, and took no actJon in reference to 
Organizing townships. The State was not yet admitted into tlie Union, and the 
Legislature only fook aeUon in reference to a transfer of jurisdiction when tlie State 
should be admitted. 

Among the items of exiwudlture menttoned in the appropriation bill of that Session 
were the following: To Mrs. Warren and daughter, for making carpet, the sum of 
■eight dollars ; to Levi SMimer, tbree dolliu« for polishing stoves for Senate chamber, 
Eepresenlatives' hall and Govemra's room ; to Wright * Solomon, for two mahogany 
tables and desks f umislied Senate cliamber, tlie sum of eighty dollars ; to BIcArthnr 
& Hurlbnit, for candles, two dollars and nineteen cents. No petroleum ! No gas ! 
The primitive Capitol of onr State was lighted wttli tallow eandles. 

On Sunday, the ninth day oi August, the first religious meetiiig wa.s held In the 
^wnship, at t^e house of Mr. Lane. 

Aljout this time William Srazee came and bought out Reuben Davis. The premises 
-now occupied by William Ocobock, on the southwest comer of section nineteen, was 
a part of his farm. Salmon Trask, wife and daughter, and also a Miss Abigail Dick- 
inson came from Massachusetts and settled on section eighteen. 

In November Mr. Lane built a frame bouse whei^e the Comstodt House now stands. 
It was the first frame house built In the township, and was occupied by Fatlier 
Nathaniel Lane and wife and their son Erastus. 

The same month Mr. Alexander Findley came and cleared a part of tlio Cobb land, 
and bnllt a Ic^ house in anticipation of tiie arrival of Harvey Cobb and family. 

During Oils month (November) tlie settlement In the soutli part of the township 
received some recruits. On Monday tlie second day of November, Father EUsha 
Brown and family jurived at Hie house of his son-in-law, Noah Cressey, The Brown 
partyconsistedof Patlier Brown and wife, his smi Lorenzo L. and wife, and his other 
aons, Clement, David, Lewis, George, William and Noali, and Dolly Elweli, a niece 
of Mr. Noah Cressej'. Miss Elweli afterwaids mairied Dr. Stephen Caner, and is now 
the wife of Mr. Oliver Kelly, of Plttsford, Father Brown had purchased his lands 
of Robert Huston, and there was tlie body of a small house, roofed, but otherwise 
•unfinished, on Oie land. 

About two days after, Michael Dillon arrived with his family, and on Sunday 
pyening Novemiier eighth, the Eev. William E. Warner and family arrived at the 
vabin of Father Brown. He had bought Lis land of secoiul bands without having 
seen it, and he was now in search of It. His land proved to be on the noilli side of 
section four, in town eight south, about two miles from Hie Brown domicil. Mr, 
Warner w.is invited to make his home among the Browns until he could build a. 
Hiu'je ind he accepted tlie invitation. During liis stay there were no less thaii 
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twenty persons fed and lodged at the Cresaey and Brown small, one-rooiiied eabiiiH,. 
It viae ratlier crowded, but tlien, they were not lonesome. 

The Rev. William E. Warner liad, in the SUte of New York, been a local preaclier 
ot Hie MeUiodist Episcopal chinch lor many years, at times taking temporary work 
tinder Presiding Elders. Here he foirnd himself providenUally thrown in the midst 
of a large family of Methodists, and lie improved the occasion by preachuig at tlie. 
house of Noah Creasey ttie next Sunday, November tlie IStli, and oii^anlziiig a clasa, 
of which he appointed Lorenzo L. Brown leader. The congregation that day was 
made np from the members of tJiree families, viz.. Brown, Ciessey and Dillon. 
As Mr, Lane remembers the incident, on teh Htlt day of December, 1835, Eiiday, 
the Kev. William Wolcott preached the first sennon in Hie LanesviUe settlement- He 
also organized a temperance society. BoHi tlie religious and temperance meetings- 
were held at Mi'. Lane's house. In fJie fall of 18S5, Miss Abigail Dickinson taught n 
sciiool in the village of LaneavilSe. July 8tii, Beiiah H. Lane sold a one-foiirth mter- 
est in the saw-mill to William IL H. Van Akin, aiVd December 1st sold a one-fourti* 
interest to Simeon and William H. H. Vaii Akin. 

During the year tiie following persons purchased land in tlie west third of Lenawee 
township, viz. : Edward Knapp, John Johnson, Lester C. Bennett, Enekiel Yerring- 
ton, Ezra Lord, Reuben HneU, Calvin Jcnks, Jesse R. Treadwell, Samuel Sager, 
Dudley Worden, Thomas Eeeley, Edwai'd Keeley, J ames Green, Ajni Crosby, Grls- 
wold Latham, Edward Edmunds, Silas Palmer, Beniamin Palmer, Jolin Hutehins, 
Keuben Hutchins, John W. Stoclcwell, Uriah Daniels, Jeremiah D. Tliompsou, L. 
Hotchkiss, John K. Willis, Eiias Gage, Jolui Hooper, Prodenoe Page, Constans 
Kowley, John Townsettd, William Clarfe, Porter L. Howlaad, Noah Palmer, Mosea 
jSIoore, Pardon Davenport, James Van Akin, ad, Elizabetli Van Akin, Thoma& 
Will, Benjamin Mills, Joseph, Mills, Eeed Sutton, Joseph K. Reynolds, John Rice,, 
Solomon Seyinom-, Caleb D. Feixls, John Colwell, Daniel C. Cooper, Augustus W. 
Childs, Oren C. Nfcliols, Gideon L, Bebee, James Graiiniii, Jason Qratton, Peter- . 
Bovee, Abram Bovee, Thomas FaiToU, Joseph Rickey, Richard Hawkhis, William. 
Haley, Mattliias H. Bovee, John H. Bovee, Oliver W. Alverson, John Drew, Dennis. 
Dwyer, William Carson, Koali Cressey, Hiram Van AMn, Alexander D. Anderson, 
John B«al, Henry Barton, Thomas J. HimUngton, Arfemas Alien, Edward H. 
Jfiller, Gordon H. Leeds, Jacob LeRoy, Timothy Sabin and Natlian Elliott. 

On ijie twenty-fourtli day of February, 1838, several persons assembled at the hoiwe 
of Alpheus Pratt in Wheatland (now Pittstm-d), to consider tlie propriety of organi?.- 
Ing a cliurch. The Eev. William Wolcott presided as moderator. Twenty-four per- 
sons pi'eseuted letters of church membership, viz. : Sidmon Trask, John L. Taylor, 
Elijah B. Seeley, Nelson R. Rowley, Daniel Loomis, Ozen Keitli, , John Perrin, 
Simeon Van Akin, Jesse Sniitli, Steplieu W. Perrin, Derlali H, Lane, Cecil Keith, 
Orinda Seeley, Phtebe Lane, Sarah Nye, Emily Pen'in, Betliesda Perrin, Huldali 
Ciddwell, Sai-ah Fcazee, Clarluda Taylor, Muierva Eloe, Maigaret Van Akin, Z«a-- 
nlali Trask and Maitlia Keitli. These persons adopted a resolution agreeing to unite, 
themselves tbgeUier in a chnrch of Christ, to be called tlie "First Presbyterian. 
Chnrcli of Bean Creek," and on their rocpiest tliua expressed, Hie Eev. Mr. Wolcott 
constituted tliem a church by suoli designation. Williiun Fraiee and Caroline Loo- 
mis, npou profession of their faith, wei-e baptized and received iato the new chnreli. 
Salmon Trask, Elijali B. Seeley, Nelson R. Rowley, and John L. Taylor were electei 
Elders, Mid tiis liiree first were immediately ordiUnod, Berlah H. Lane was elected 
church clerk. The reader will have noticed that the meeting for organization con- 
vened in tiie township of Wheatiand, now Plttsford, and It Is ennally true that sev«n- 
teeeu out of the twenty-four persons participating in its organization, lived in the 
township of VTlieaUand as then organized ; but as the church afterwards became the 
Congregational church of Hudson, it Is grouped with the historical incidents oE 
western Len.awee. 
The same day there was & wedding at the house of Beviah H. La:ie, in Lauesvtile. 
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WESTERN FAIRFIELD. 



William Caveiider settled ou hts laiui in flie moufli of Marcli, 133-'i, ami ida brother- 
in-law, Samuel Grejig, bwilt a house on the land Cavender purchaaetl in town eight 
soutli, one east, and eommeueed keeping tavern. Tfiat original tavern stood on the 
site of tlie present hotel In Caaiantlalgua. Of tliia enteipiise Mr. Gregg says : Mr. 
Cftvewler moved ou his proiiiises, and in Marcli, 1B35, I went there and bnilt me 
a log houise twenty by tiilrty feet, took my lumber tvom. Adrian, and moved my 
family April 16th. Soon after I made an addition of twelve feet to one side, for a. 
coot-room and dining-room, and came to Adrian to pnrchaae some groceries— whisky 
and bi'fuidy— and told them I waa going to Iteep tavern. They thought fliat was a. 
novel idea, and laughed at me, and had their own fun about it. I told them sdl I 
wanted of them was to aend on tlie land-lookers; and in Jime and July I had more 
euHtomers than I could attend to, f reiiuently &oiu twelve to twenty at a time, and one 
night thJity-flve iand-lookers. 

Francis H. Hi^ainan, Burns Cavender and Orrln Pixley stood ready at at! tlmeSr 
with compass and chart, to pilot the land-lookers to where they could find govern- 
ment land, at a charge of two doliara per daj'. In less than six montlis most of the 
land In the township was pm'chased, and a large portion by acturf settlers. 

Among the persons who piu'ohased land in town eight soutli, range one east, in ilie 
year 1SS6, were these, viz: William M.Woodworth, Feb. Bd; Joseph Pixley, March 
lath; Henry Barton, Jan. aBfli ; Thomas Williams, Blay 11th; W. T. J. Mercer and H. 
Handy, j'luie 16th; Dan B. Miller, JidyaothjMosesS. Beach, June 3d; William T. 
Pralt, June IStli; William H. Manning, Jmie S)th; Joseph Fellows, June Iflth; Car- 
listaBudtong and Alfred W. Budlong, Jan, 18th; ThomasDewey, Aug. 14th; Benja^ 
mln C. Durfey, May SStli; Lorenzo G. Budlong, Jan. 18th; Salem T. Kii^, Jan. ^di 
Alexander Duncan, JulyCth and 83d; Paul llaymond, July 10th; Luther Bradish, 
JimeaSd; BartlettE. Bradish, SethW. Bradish and Charles W. Bradish, Jnne S8di 
Jacob Le Hoy, DecBHi; Samnel Warren, July SOth; John D. Sutton and Levi Salis- 
bnry. May 38th; n. Edmunds, June 10th; S.Johnson, Jimelth; Joseph B.Miirry, 
June 18th; John Martin, Dec. ISfli; JohnL. Bean, May39tti; Samuel Ranger, Jan. 
aeth ; Joseph Hi^aman, Teb. 10th ; Morris Boughtou, AprU 18th ; Henry McCmnisky, 
AprilSSd; Jonathan N. Pickard, May 7th; Peter Comitvyman, May 7th; John L,. 
Hall, May SOtli; Eobei-t Craven, June Sth; Kiissell Forsyth, June 39th; Suifi'enas 
Dewey, Jan. Slst; Alexander D. Anderson, Aug. 17th; John Starkweather, March 
161h; Simon D. Wilson, June 9d; lUchard P. Hunt, July STfli; Alanson Munger,. 
Sept. 18th; John Powers, MaySlst, Cornelius DeMott, Oct ISfli; Mary P. Todd, 
May arth; Gabriel H. Todd, June 13th; OrpheUa B. Hopfchis, Jan. 13th; Ruel. 
Thayer, July 11th; John O'Brien, Sept 8th; GeorgeBennett, July Slst; Joseph B^- 
ley, Oct 30th ; Willimi B. Waldron, June 8d ; William Walworth, May 83d ; James A 
R^ers, June ist; John B. SMnner, July S3d;Willai'd Stevens, Sept. 18th; SebaMui^ 
phy, Oct. 3d ; John Countryman, May Tth ; Amasa P. Converse, May 16tii ; Cliristo- 
pherH.Stillwell, June 1st; Russell Forsyth, Jan. S9th; James S.Dawes, Sept. S6th; 
James Murray, Jan. 13th; Martin Millett, Jan. 18th; Chester Savage, Feb. 35th;, 
KollinR.Hill,May7th; George Lee, May33d; Theodore Cobmn,JimeS9th; Lewis 
Shepardson, May 15th ; Noah K. Green, June lat ; Thomas Demiy, Aug. 14th ; Calvin 
L, Rogers, June flth;Ephraim Baldwin, June Sth; Cornelius Bayleas, Oct. 5th; Han- 
nah Camhum, April 18th; Paul Raymond, Jmielst; JohnMeTicar, June 1st; Al- 
exander Seeley, Oct. fith; James W. Morris, Dec, 32d; Almon Palmer, Sept Sth; 
Geoi^e W. Brower, Dec. 3d; David Countryman, Dec. Slh; James Hombeck, July 
80ai; Elkanah Parker, May 19tli; Cornelius G. Palmer, May ®d; Lorenzo D. Per- 
kins, June 10th; Justus Cooley, Oct. 20th; E.J. Baldwin, June 3d, 
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In town nlue Boutb, one cast, Calvin King, March SOtli; Jiiba S. Palmec, Mardi 
3l3t; Titbals Baldwin, Juno 3d; Dennis Wakefield, Aug. a9tli; Levi B. Wilder, 
March IBtli ; Cornelius G. Palniei', May aad ; Levi Goes, July lltli ; K. Banies, July 
7U1; Lewis MGnles, July I4tli; Isaiali Townaend aud Jabin Towusend, Juno Sflth; 
AYllliam Jones and Jolui Jones, July lltli; David Cross, Jan. SOHi; Cornelius G. 
JPalmer, May 3Sd ; Azaph E. Porter, May ^d ; Marquis Baldwin, June M ; Chrisitophei- 
Busli, Jan. lath ; John Gould, Feb. 19tli ; Jacob TenEyek and Moses C. Bakei', Jan, 
18th ; Uriab E. Wright, May 8th ; Peter Burns and Patrick Burns, May IPtli ; W. Lee, 
May aSd; Joseph W. Turner, Jnne 8th; Adaiu 8. Sebring, Jan. WIi. 

In the montt of September, 1835, the first sermon.was preached by tlie Rev, Will- 
lam Wolcott, then of Adriaji, now a resident of the village of Hudson, TJio seriuon 
was preached in Greg's bai-room, on the Invitation of Mr. Grotfl?- 

In October, 1335, Dr. Increase S. Hamilton settled in Caiiandaigua, Tlie same fall 
*he first school house was built, on the Iniin of WlUlaia Cavender. Dr. IlajBllton 
tai^lit the first school In tlie winter of 18364. 

In the fall of 1835, William Oavender bought the laud owned by William Walworth 
— the site of the Caiiandalgua mtlis— and commenced building a saw-in!il. It sawed 
Its first lumber April 13th, ISBC 

In the month ot November, 1835, tlie Rev. William E. Warner settled on section 
four in town e^ht south, one east. He liad formerly resided in the State of New 
York ; was tliere a member of tlie Methodist Episcopal Chm'ch and a local preacher. 
His large and still increasing family rendeifld It Impossible for lilia to enter the itl«- 
•erancy permanently, but for several years he had traveled circuits under the direc- 
tion of the Presiding Eldei-s thereof. In 1335, feeling the importaiice of finiling a 
jiowe for liis lai^ family, he traded what property he had for Michigan land, never 
iiavlng seen the land or even been in the territory. He came by wagon to Adrian, 
auid there inquiring for the Bean Creek country, was directed to go out on the Terri- 
torial road. After several days' travel, he found himself on tlie Chicago road, north 
lof Devil's Lake. He then tmned soutliward tbroii^h the forests, and made his way 
:as well as he conld towards where he supposed his land to be. Aft«r a tedious jour- 
ney he arrived at flie alKide of Noah Cressy, on section i3ilrty-two. In town seven 
isouili, two miles from his land, on the evening of Sunday, the eighth day of Novem- 
ber, 1836. There he found brethren of his own church, for the Brown familes had 
arrived only the Monday previous. A few weeks later he moved into a cabin on hia 
<iwn land. Mr. Warner was one of the most eloquent men this country was ever 
*lessed with. Always ready, he obeyed every call for ministerial services, whether 
to break the bread ot life on a Sunday, or to speak words of consolation to mourning 
friends on a week day. He had no regular work ; he went everywhere, among all 
■classes of people— fearless always, reposing with confidence on the promise, " Lo, I 
^am with, you always." His name was a household word amoi^ tlie settlers, from the 
■Chicago road to the Maiunae river, from the Raisin eastward to the utmost bomids of 
ihe west, as applied to the Beau Creek Valley. As wttliout regular work, so he was 
■without salary. However hard the labor endured in answering the demands for min- 
Ssterial labor, he always accepted 13ie proffered remuneration, whether it was a silver 
■dollar or a peck of potatoes, with a pleasant smile and a hearty '|God bleas you," He 
lived in Medina township for several years, and then removed, about 1859, to Hie 
township of Ransom, Hillsdale county, where he lived until his death, which occurred 
about the year ISTl. 

After his removal to Hillsdale county, Mr. Warner united witli the Wesleyan Method- 
ist Church. He was a strong Abolitionist, and believed the Methodist Episcopal 
Churdi would go to pieces on tliat question, and tliat he only preceded by a few years 
the transfer of the entire body of anti-slavery Methodists to the Wesleyan fold. Bnt, 
■(riiether Episcopal or Wesleyan Metliodist, he always had a word for tJie Master's 
■cause, which he never failed to deliver with impassioned eloquence. And yet Mr. 
Warner w.is not a backwoods preai'her; he was voasessed of considerable culture, 
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and woiild have inade Ills mark in polished society. The old man alvjays wrestle* 
with poverty. HI;! reapoiisibllities Increased year by year, and with so mucb. tlme^ 
given to others, it was impossible (or him to meet Hiem and accumulate property- 
Some years after he had tcntoved to Banwrn, and whilelhia fame as an orator still' 
liimered in the memories of his brother pioneers, he wa» invited to Hudson to deliver 
a Fourth of July oration. The messenger found him boiling potash, but he promised 
to eome. He never could My no, when the interests of others required sacrifices on. 
his part When lie appeared on the streets on the morning of the Fourth, Ids ward- 
robe was iu a sad plight. The Hon. WillUm Baker, a man of large heart and gener- 
ous Impulses, took the mattei' in hand, and when ihe order to march w«3 given, the 
Elder iqipeared in procession dressed from top to toe In a new suit of clothes. Welt 
were the donors repaid by Hie fervent eloquence that fell from the old man's lips that 
day. He always spoke extemporaneously, and as he warmed wiBi his subject, his 
spirit was lifted to the regions of prophecy, and he portrayed the eei-tain retribution 
awaiUi^ tlie nation's sins in words enchanting, yet appalling. The old man lived to 
see the.beginnii^ of the end. 

After the Rev. Kr. Wolcott's sermon in Gregg's bar-room in September, 1835, Mr. 
Wobiott continued to preach there once in four weeks dnrlng the fall, and a Congre- 
gational society was organized, but it soon became extinct The religions element oJ 
the Upton and Gref^ settiements was lai^ely of the Baptist order, and on tlie 39t}i> 
day of January, 1836, a church was onpuiined under the name and style of "Th« 
Baptist Church of Canandalgua." Mr, Cook Hochkiss was Deacon, and Superintend- 
ent of tiie Sunday School. Itellglous sei-vlces were held In the stiiool house at Canan- 
daipiia. 

SOUTHERN FAIKFIELU. 

Comparatively but little land was sold in towns eight and nine south, two east 
(Seneca), in 18Si, but in 18BB many pnrchHHes were made, among which were the 
following : Joseph Griffeth, July asd ; Jacob LeRoy, Sept. 28th aiid Dec. 611i ; Wash- 
ington Perry, JulySath; Jonatliaii Marsh, jr., Sapt. 13th; Leeds & iflller, Dec. .^th; 
Almon Palmer, June 0th; LucyR. Haywood, Aug. 10th; Edgar Webb, Dec, ISfli; 
Samuel Bean, May S9tli; Alexander Duncan, July flth; Oraln Flxley, Jan. 19th; Ira. 
White, July 8th; James D . Manchester, May SOth; Joseph Hi^punan, Edgar Webb 
aiidSamuel Skinner, JnlylOHi; Theron Wliite, Sept. 35th; James S. KInney.May 
36th; David Dunlap, June 13th; Ellas Kinney, July 3d; John B. Allen, July 8th; 
Hiraiti B. Eeed, July SSd; Philemon Newman, JunelTlh; Confellus 8, Kandolpb, 
Nov. ISth; Horatio L. Forbes, June (IHi; Thomas Gerrish, Nov. 8d; Robert P. 
Thompson, Sept 33d; Joseph Ferguson, May aSd; Thomas C.Aldrieh, May 35th; 
James Rogers, June 1st; Hiram Flager, Oct 15th; Asa Farley, Peter Plughler and 
Zachailah Flager, Feb. 26th; Benjamin F. Arclier, June 39th, Alexander B. Cal- 
Uson, July IBth; WUmarth Graham, Jidy 18tli; Samuel Lammon, Oct. 31st; John 
Coddlngton, Nov. 11th; Joel Shapley, Jan. liith; Oliver Welch, June3itii; James R. 
Westcott June 34Hi ; Lucius Atwood, Aug. 14th ; Lyman Wilcox, Kov, SStii ; Ren- 
ben G, Field and Jesse W. Thayer, Sept. 28d; John W. Eaton, Oct. 20th; Richard 
H. Whitney, Oct Sitii; Cynis Whiting, Oct. 24th; Erastus C, Wooflworth, James 
Dalton and John Osbom, May Ifltii; George W. Sparks and George Brown, Sept. 
33d ; John Halstead, Sept 30fh ; Norman H. Thiu-ber, Nov, Sd ; Oliver Phelps, Nov- 
.■id; David Pi-ice, Eussel Forsyth and Mary Lammon, July 3d; PatU Rav-mond, 
Nov, ad; Jeptha Whitman, Oct Sth; Benjamin Hombeek, May 37lli; David Bnr- 
gess, Dec. 1th; Ezra Cole, Dec. 8th. Town nine south, two east, Joseph E.Williams, 
Nov. 10th; Howland Haganian, Nov. 14th; Nehemtah Crane aiid T. Cobiffu. 

Mis. Brower is said to have been the first white woman setfler wltliin the present 
limits of Seneca towi;ship. The first child bom, wbldi must have been early In 
18S5, was named Alma Brower. In January, 1835, Judltli P. Hayward died. In 
May, the socond da3', the first school house in town eight south, two cast, was 
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Snished. Miss Parson, now Wra. Miller, still residing in tlie township of Medina, 
-tought the school tliat summer, and Simon D. WUson tanght it tlie next winter. 
The school house was a log simetuie, and was situated in tlie grove just north of 
■Cliarlea B. Wilson's residence. The first saw-mill was built in 1835. 

WHEATLAND. 

In the montli of January, 1835, Eli Eastman moved into tflwn six south, oue wci^t, 
smd built a log house on the land he had entered the yeai' previous. He left the State 
of New York iii 18S3, eomtiig to Fairfield, Lenawee county, in No¥eml>er, 1833. Here 
he spent the winter of 1833-4, and in January, 1835, moved to Wheatland. Before he 
had the body of his house up, Harvey MoGee came in and comraeuced a settlement 
*n his land. Mr. Eastman names, as Ivnog in tliat townsliip, the following families : 
Moore, Brown, Knapp, Jackson and Parmer. 

On the nth day of March, 1835, the LegislaUve Council organized t«wua Hve, six, 
seven, eight, nine and fracUonal ten south, one west, into a township and named it 
Wheatlaiul. The first township meeting was held at the house of Thomas Gamble, 
<m the Chicago road. The records of that township meeting are lost, and it is 
imcerttun who were elected to office, but it is believed that Hemon Pratt was the 
supervisor. 

A large number of persons settled witliin the territorial limits of the township 
dittlDg the year 18S5. In town Ave south, one west (Somerset), the following were 
lamong tlie settlers : Bobert T. Brown, C. M. McLouth, Kobert Bilby, Abraham West, 
Alonzo Olds, Elijah Slayton, Albert Woods, Leonai'd Bailey, Ellsha Smith, Aai-on 
Van Vleet, Simon H. Baiter, Isaac Derby, Alphens Hill. Albert Parmelee, Wilham 
Weaver, S. Mei'cer. Mr. Mercer came in the month of October. He bought a yoke of 
osen near Detroit, and his two sons— William, a young man, and Andrew, a lad— 
idrove them in. Mr. William Mercer says there were plenty of taverns on the road 
-then; there were fourteen or fifteen between Clinton and Gambleville. 

All the old settlers agree that during this year t3iere was aii immense ti'avel on the 
Ohicago road. There was no time during daylight tliat there were not some teams in 
is^lit, and usually there was a continual and close procession throughout tlie whole 
^ay. The Chici^ road iiad become pretty well settled, the LaPlaisance Bay i-oad 
had been completed, and the Adrian Territorial road had been so fai- completed as to 
be used to some extent. Mr. Geddes, speaking of the scenes on tl\e LaPlaisance Bay 
tmiipike in 18S5, says ; "One living on tlie turnpike to-day can scarcely realize the 
-wonderful chaises that have talten place upon tiiat thorenghfare since its oonstmc- 
tton. From 1S35 to 1840 there was one conljnnous procession of movers' wagons. 
Six four-horse coaches each day ran over Hie ixrnd, loaded viith passengers, and all 
was life and activity." This inunense tiavelof tlie LaPlaisance Bay road uniteii 
with tlie travel from Detroit at Walkei-'a Junction, in tlie tovmahlp of Cambridge, and 
itheuee westward it was a mighty procession. 

Among tliose who pui'cbased lands in town six south, one west (Wheatland), were 
-the following: John L. Johnson, Amos White, Sylvester White, Bartiett Bnnip, 
Benjamin Johnson, Stephen L. Gage, Henry S. McQu^, Elijah Gilletl, Jr., Albert 
Vreedenburg, John L. Edmonds, Jonatlian Kobbins, Lyniaii Crothers, Samuel 
Clement, Edwin L. Way, Calvm Can', Tan Rensalaer Conover, Stephen Hoeg, John 
Eradish, Edson Wittoerell, Is^ah Straw, Gamaliel Bm-bank, Darius Douglas, Almon 
GofE, Zacliailah Paddlefoid, Samuel B. Douglas, Joseph W. Ashley, George Miller, 
■George Whitney, Abel S. Bailey, Nathan P. Cblwell, Nathan Wliituey, Adam Lull, 
John MoKnlglit, Joseph Paddleford, Chailes Caimichael, Bradfoi-d Carmlchael, Silas 
Cfflmldiael, Zebulen Williams, John Bailey, Isaac Lamb, A. N. MartJn, James McGee, 
Simeon P. Gillett, David Currier, Charles H. Tucker, Gieorge Nokes, John Penoyer, 
Lyman P. Gillett, Edward Lumley, James A. Bissell, Samuel Brown, Hiram Ferguson, 
William Bigclow, Charles Mitchell, Ebenezer Trumbull, Jeremiah Fergusoi;, Lymau 
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Pease, Aiubtoso Allen, Levi W. Harringtou, Griffin Sweet, Joaepli R. Briscoe, Simon 
-lacobiis, Henry Walker, AntJiony Ten Eycke, Abram Tiel, Fred Van Patten. Cliarles 
Osgood, George^D. Bradlord, Isaiali TiJmadge, James Wescott, Fifleld H. Richai-dson, 
Barnard Gregory, Willis Kelley, David Stroi^, Seymour Tail AlsUne, AliraniVaii 
Alsliae, Leonard Bilby, Jesse Elsworth, Cromwell McLontJi, Alonzo Olds. 

ClMffles Carmichael moved into Hie townsliip in the month oC October, 1835. He 
left hla old home in 1834, and came to Michigan. He tarried about one year a litHe 
-.south ®f Adrian, and then in Oct«t>er, 1835, came to this township. He came alone 
aad commenced building a house. He boai'ded with Eli Eastman, who lived in a 
.-small, ane,-roomed log house. There was a large emigration that year, and many 
land-loefeers, and the house was full of people day and night. Mr. Cai-micliael says 
Mrs, Eastman kept the table spread all the Ume, and all were welcome ; at night they 
lodged on the floor, and the floor was covered nightly. 

Henny Carmichael came December Sith, 1835, He was an nnmariled man, and 
liod stepped in Ohio the year pi-evioiis, when the family wew comiiy? through that 
State oil their way to Wiehlgan, tmd taught school for several months. He entered 

3)73 land in 1836. 

During the winter of 18S(1-S5 Stephen EJiapp and his boj-s fenced a part of thetr 
-wiud-f 2ll lands, and in the spring planted eight acres to com. There were only two 
. log heaps on the eight acres, and it plowed as easily aa sward laud. 

Going to mill was no easy task in those days, although they went no farther than 
Adrian orTeonmseh. JTrom four to five days was the usual time, but Mr. Knapp 
went to mill once when it took eleven days to make the round trip. While outward 
lioundandwaitii^for the grinding it rained BO bMxl that bridges were carried off and 
the causeways submerged; the bribes bad. to be rebuilt and tiie causeways repaii-ed 
J)efore the return trip could he accomplished. 

Sometime In the summer of 1835 Edmund B. Brown— or Burrows Brown, as he was 
■ealled-— sold out his property in this township and traveled westward. In 1863 he 
owned a pleasant and valiiable farm on the shore of Sand Lake, In St. Joseph cqunty. 
In the fail of that year, while grinding cider apples, he was bitten by a horse ; his 
■arm wks so badly mangled that amputation was necessary, but tUs he refused to have 
^ne, and he died, 

Seaton Hoxie was a justiee of the peace, whetlier appointed by Territorial authority 
or elected by the people at their first township meeting does not appear. He was not 
■vwy higlily educated, and it was difficult for him to follow tlie forms of tlie law, or to 
tmderstand the necessity or utility of so doing. Being called upon to swear a party 
to an affidavit in attachment, he put it in these terms: "Touswcar by G— tl that you 
are afraid of yom' pay." But this Is no more amusing Uian tlie performance of that 
other man, who, seventeen years later, desiring to be sworn to an aflidavit, the officer 
having administered tlie usual oath,— "Ton do solemnly swear that the statements 
^t fortli in the affidavit by yon subscribed are true,"— pulled off his hat and assuming 
ugrave aspect answered, "Tea, by G— d, I do." 

Among those who purchased land in town seven south, range one west, during the 
year ISS.^, were the following : Samuel Van Fleet, Joseph Webster, John L. Edmonds, 
Ceovge W. Merrick, George Williams, Henry Rose, Stephen Clapp, Peter W. Dean, 
Joe! Alexander, Bowea Whitney, William Edmonds, William Donaldson, Olive 
Howard, Asa Worden, Warren Day, Charies Howard, Lewis Kickerson, David 
Strunk, John Williams, Samnel Starkweather, Harvey A. Anderson, Heiuy Linden- 
bower, John Osbom, Lewis Woodrufl, James Grant, John Perrbi, John Berger, 
Reuben Davis, Samuel Lawrence, Stephen B. Johnson, Elijah K, BlyUie, Ira Rose, 
John B. Broklebank, Elijah B. Seeley, James B. Marry, Joseph Maxsoo, Reuben 
Mallory, William H. Davis, Sidney 8. Ford, Charles Boyle, Julia Seeley, Michael 
Stuck, Jr^ Theron B. Seeley, Archibald Dunn, Stephen W. Perrin, Israel Smith. 
Theron Skeel, James Wheeler, Cbaaries Helm, Nathan G.Elliott, Charies Converse, 
Henry W.Seymour, OhariesSpaar, Henry Barton, Archibald Mercer, 
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In tlic spring of 1835 Tlieodore, son of Cliarles Ames, died. He obtained access to. 
the medicine chest and drank fr«m a via! of wintergreen oil. Rufus Estes was imine- 
'diately dispatched to Adrian for a doctor, but before the dOotflr arrived lie was dead,. 
havlug died withla twenty-sljt hows after drinking tlie oil. 

On the fourth day of September, 1836, tlie wife of Heiuy Ames died at the liouse of 
Charles Ames. Durli«[ her Illness slie had been removed for convenience of jmrsinff 
from the house on the Clark Ames farm to the residence of Charles Ames. 

In the spring of 1835 Mr, Alpheus Pratt set out an orchardof tlilrty-two trees. Theae- 
he purchased of Jesse Maxsoii, who had brought thsm from tlie Slate of New York^ 
and he carried all of them on his back at one time from Jesse Maxson's farm to hia. 
own house, a distance of two and owe-half miles. He paideigbt dollars for the trees, 
and he says it was all the money he couid raise. 

lu the fall of 1835 the citizens of town seven souths one west, met at the house ot 
Alpheus Pratt to consider the propriety of asking tlie Les^slature, at Its next session, 
soon to be held, to oi^taidze the township. They determiiied that it would l>e proper 
to do so, and decided to call tlie township Dover. The petition was sfened by 
Charles Ames, Jouatliaii Freneli, John L. Taylor, William B. Ames, Ozen Keith„ 
Daniel Loomls, Elijah B. Seeley, Jesse Kimball, James Sprague, Samuel Day, liobert 
Woiden, Eobinson H. Whitehorn, Lewis Gillett and Jesse' Smith. 

In the fall of 1836 Isaa* A. Colvhi bought a stock of merchandise, a large part of. 
which was whisky and tobacco, and opened a store on the ChU'les Ames farm. He 
occupied a small building nearly opposite tlie large building used as a cheese 
factory by the late Charles Ames. In 1834 William Ames and Peimock ei^aged in 
Qte shoe business in Adrian, but now William, having closed his business there^ 
-was installed chief salesman In "Colvin's grocery." The gi'ocery was the center of 
attraction of tiie settlement. Tlie settlers were working very hard felling timber.- 
In aH directions Uie sound of falling timber could be heard— In some directions almost . 
continually; and tlie grocery was the only place at which to procure the UtfJe deli- 
CBCi^ of life, such as pipes aiid 1«bacco, and the more substantial comforts in the 
(grocery line, and it became Uie center of trafHc. Here tlie Indians brought their furs, 
wid game and exchanged for tcbaccoaiid tlie much used "fire water." Their encamp- 
ment was at what was then known as the Squawfield, on the little St. Joseph, in tiie 
township of Pittsford. This St. Joseph river rises in Hillsdale comity. Hows south- 
erly, and unites with the Maumee river, and is called on the maps the "St. Joseph of 
the Maumee," and must not be mistaken by the reader for that otlier St. Joseph which 
takes its rise in the vicinity of the head, wateis of the first and flows westward liifi> 
Lalce Michigan. 

Their chief, Meteau, his son Joiui (Indian John the settlers called him) acting as 
Interpreter, was their principal tiafQcker. He carried the purse of tiie tilbe. They 
would have nothing to do willi paper currency— their medium of exchange was silver 
only, which they called shuntali. Having disposed of their articles they would pur- 
chase tiieir bags f lUl of com and turnips, and such other articles as Uiey needed, not 
lor once foi^tting the Indispensable wlilsky, and then return to camp. 

William kept a ijottle standing on the shelf, from which he dealt out the whisky by 
the drink l« those who only wanted that quantity at a time. One day Meteau came 
alone to make the purchases of the tribe, and having learned William's ways, walked 
up to where Uie botWe stood and waited for ills drink. The bottie and tumbler wei'e 
set down; he turned out a timibler full, yialA his six cents, and drank his whisky.. 
He sat down and smoked for a long time, and then walking up, repeated tiie operation,, 
ag^n taking a tumbler full, and retirii^ to enjoy his pipe. William was alone and 
lis begMi to feat that the Indian meant mischief, for becoming intoxicated he might 
also become quarrelsome. In sui^ an event tiie Indian would have much the advan^ 
tage, for he was armed witii two large knives and a large cavalry pistol. Meteau 
came up for a third drink. William ti'lcd to make him understand ttiat it would take 
him dowii. The Indian, evidentiy miderstand lug William's fears, and detennined on 
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getting his drink, said, "Give wliislty, niarelie quick," tliereby nieauiiig if William 
would give him imotlier drink lie would go away. WUIiam gave lilui the drink, but. 
the Indiau did uot seem disposed to go home. William stepped up to him and told 
him to go away liome. Meteaa, saying "I shoot you," drew hla pistol and pointed it. 
at William, who quickly struck it with Ills haiul, and throwiiM? tlie muzzle upward 
the ball passed over hla head; fJien fearing that lie would draw hia knife, William 
dosed in, and after a, severe stiuggle succeeded In tlirovrlng him on the floor, 
where he held him until he became so drunk he could not help but lie still. William 
then disarmed him and drew liim forth to rest upon the snow without Henry Ames 
in the meantime coming in, as soon its Meteau conld stand they filled his bag wltli 
com and turnips and started lilm home ; but he only went a little way, built a fire on 
Pennock's place, tlie Finney farm, and sat down in the snow all niglit. In the morn- 
ing he returned to the grocery and asked for his pistol. Ames told him he must, 
"maiche qnick"— he tiled to shoot WilUam, and he could uot have it In about a. 
week he returned and Md upon the counter a nicely dressed twenty-font pomid wild 
turkey. WUliom walked up and laid down a twenty-five cent piece and said, "Swap?" 
Meteau, smiling, said, "Very good." William sat the bottle down, fliey drank and 
smoked together, the feud was healed and they were friends ; and William was duly 
installed the Indian trader for Squawfield, which anaiigement continued until tlie 
Indians were removed west. 

Soon after tliis settlement with Meteau, Bawbeese and some other Indians came to 
Colvin's giocery tor more whisky. William told Uiem if he sold tliem wlilsky and 
tliey did any damage he was liable to be fined twenty-five dollai's. They plead so 
hard, and so fMt^fully promised to do no barm, WiUiam gave tliem some to drink. 
Then tliey wanted some to caiTy to a sick squaw. A half pint was 0ven them for- 
tliat purpose, but It has always been supposed that the squaw got well without It 
Tlie next inoniing a man came in and reported that the Indians, passing Hr. Bairetlfs 
house just as hla supper was ready, gatiiered round the table and ate e%"ery bit of it, 
and as tliey evidently had been drinking they were supposed to hare obtained tlielr- 
llquor at Colvin's grocery. But William, with that iunocence of expression tmd 
apparently honest appearance which have not yet foi'saken him, professed eutdre 
ignorance of any such transaction, and the matter passed ofE without investigation. 

An Indian died near the present residence of Blsliop Ames, and the Indians buried 
hun 3iear by in a aitlJng posture. They prepared a grave of such a depth tliat in a 
sitting position his head would be one foot below the surface of tlie gi-oimd. After 
placii^himin the grave they replied to Colvin's grocery to obtain a bottle of whisky 
for tlie dead Indian to carry witli him to the hunting gi'ounds of the Great SpMt 
William's theolt^ical training being at that dayraflier deficient, he told them the 
Indian did not need it; but they insisting, WUIiam filled a half pint bottle and re- 
paired with tliem to tlie grave. They placed the bottle in the dead Indian's hand and 
covered him to the cliin wltii earth, and covered the grave over wttli bark. They 
then commenced a mom'nful howl, which continned for some time, and then saying 
"Ho«fteZ)C,"~gone to sleep,— they left him to pursue his journey alone. 

Whisky was sold for thirty-eight cents a gallon at the Colvin grocery, but If we- 
may j iidge fl'om the following story laid of Fatlier Alpheus Pratt, It contained quite 
as much spring water as coni juice. The story, for the truth of which we will not 
vouch, runs as follows : In mld-wlntei- Alpheus Pratt and Samuel Bay prepared to 
go to mill. Alpheus having some knowledge of the effect of frost upon hiunan bodies,. 
provided himself with a pint of Colvui's wliisky, which he hid In one of his bags. 
When two-thirds, perhaps, of the journey had been accomplislied and they had 
wearied themselvea whipping ai-ma imd stamping feet, Pratt slapped Day upon the 
shoulder, saying, "WeH, neiglibor Day, let's take something to warm us up," "Have 
you anytiilj^P" aske«3Mr. Day, "Certainly," said Mr. Pratt; "I have someof Colvin's 
best whisky, and it will send the blood tingling through our bemimbed limbs and 
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give us courage for the journey." While talking, he had uiidoiie the hag and pro- 
duced the bottle. His changed looks toM the story—the whisky had frozen solid. 

A'Dutchman named Johnson occnpied the house on Williiun Ames' term. He had 
Ijeen having the agtie so long he had been shaken neittly to death, without Ijetag able 
to seriously disturb it by all the means known to 13ie early settlers. One night a beai- 
that would weigh between two and tiiree hundred pounds thrust his paw through the 
glass of the window, with a s&vage growl ttiat scared the Dutoliman gray and effectu- 
ally cured him of tbe ague. To use liia expression, "scared it out of Mm." 

A langhable, yet serious, incident occurred among a party of hnnters dnringthe fall 
or eai'iy part of the winter. Jesse Smith and his son WilllMn Smith were hnntJng in 
iwmpany, and Thomas Lewln was out by himself. While Jesse was slttli^ beside a 
log he was espied by Thomas, peering through the brash, and mist^en for a turkey. 
Thomas blazed away, puttii^ a bullet throimh Mr. Smith's arm Just below the shoulder. 
The old man's cries discovered to Thomas his mistake; he assisted him home and 
then went for Dr. Hall, who lived near Devil's Lake, to dress, the wound. When 
evei^thing had been done to make the patient comfortable, Thomas i-etunied home. 
His father had heard of tiie adventure, toldTho(nas he should hunt no more, and 
demanded a surrender of the gun. Thomas did not snrrender imcondlUonally. A 
stn^gle for the possession of the rifle ensued, durii^ which it was disohM^jed, the 
ball inflicting a flesh wound in the old man's arm, passed throi^h the chamber floor. 
Thomas succeeded in keeping possession of the gim and made good his escape to the 
woods. 

On the second day of January, 1836, Mr. John Grlswold and family, tlien late of 
Ontario county, New York, arrived at the house of William Fraaee, on the southwest 
coriler of secMon nineteen, Hudson, where WOliam Ocobock now lives. They had 
made the journey by te^n and wason, at first coming to Adrian, tlience to Canou- 
dajguft, west mi the town line (as near as roads then ran on lines) to the eonnty line, 
and thence northerly to Mr, Frazee's residence, Mr. Griswold found only the follow- 
ing houses on hiii route from Canandaigua, viz: That of Mr. J. K. Foster, near the 
present Tiffin mills, Elder Warner, near tlie northwest comer of section four, Medina, 
and Whitbeck, on town line, half mile east of Bie west line of the towns. The family 
stayed wilii Mr. Praiiee until Monday morning,— the day of their arrival being Satur- 
day,— when Ihey removed to the honse of Ira Rose, where they remained nnfil a log 
house could be built. Before coming, Mr. Griswold had purchased the northeast 
quarter of the southeast quarter of section twenty-four, town seven south, one west, 
of John E. Brocfclehank, who had entered it the year previous. Here, now; Mr, 
Griswold bidlt a Ic^ house, Into which he moved his family a few weeks later. On 
ibis place, just beyond the southwest comer of tlie village of Hudson, he lived more 
than thirty-five years. He died April 17th, 1874, pged eighty-seven years. Mrs. 
Griswold preceded him about two years, having died April SUi, J873. 

JanuaryelghtlithevIllageofKeene was platted by Charles Ames. The Tillage was 
■all on the form lately ovtned by him in the township of PittsfoM. 

As has before been remarked in ttiese pages, persons desiring to find homes, and 
land speculators as well, were very active during tiie year 1S36. In this one year 
nearly all the land in the present townships of Seneca, ileiUua and Wright was pur- 
chased of the Government Among the persons who purchased land in town eight 
■south, one west, were these, viz: On section 4^-Gates, Lothrop & Olney, Lewis M. 
Gates and Charles Converse, Feb. IStii ; N. Bryant, Nov. 4tli ; David Short, Nov. 16th. 
Sections— LewisGates, July 15th; Mary Marshal and Royal Raymond, Nov. 3d; John 
M. Lickley, Nov. 7th ; David Short, Nov. 16th. Section 6— Christopher Clement, Oct. 
irth; Eoyal Raymond, Nov. Bd; Wllber Ames, Nov. 7th. Section 7— Jonathan How- 
land, Oct. 34ih; Samuel Miller, Nov. 2d; Stephen Thorn and S. D, Daten, Nov. 9th; 
Sections— Michael Lickley, Nov. 7tl!;Moses.Moore, Nov. 9th; Stephen Thom, James 
Sager and James Thorn, Nov. lOtli. Section 9— Lewis M. Gates, July 15th ; John B. 
.Skinner, July 31st; David Short, Nor. 16th. SecUon 10— Lewis M. Gates, July 15th ; 
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.John B. Skinner, July 23cl ; A. S. Ben'y, Nov. I3tli. Section 11— AJesaiider Duncan, 
.JulyCtli. SBotion 12-Job S. LtttlefleM, Jmie aatli; Alexander DTuicaii, JnlyflUi; 
Asa D, Beed, July 18th; Thomas C. Sawyer, Sept. SOBi; William Cavender and 
Aithur Lucaa, Oct. 7th. Section IS^Alexnnder Duncan, July etli ; Thomae C. Saw- 
yer, Sept 28th. Section 14— Alexander Duncan, Jnly4Ui; Hiram Lucaa, Oct. 7tlt; 
, A. J . Comstock, Dee. 26ai. Section IS-Natiianiel Silsbee, Jnly SOtt ; Samuel Coman, 
■■Oct Tth. Section 17— Isaac M. Stiu'gis, Nov. 8th ; Stephen Thorn; J, Sawyer, Nov. 
lOUi; Nathan Bli'dsall, Dec. 13th. Section Ifr-David Shoi't, Nov. Iflfli. Seirtion 30- 
Joseph E, WllliamB, Nov. 10th ; Jane Shiife, Nov. 86tli, Section 31— Joseph 3. 
Wiiliama. Section 33-Al6xander Duncan, July 6th ; Joshua Tompkins, July 18th; 
. Samuel Coman, Oct 7th. Section 33— Alexander Duncan, July Btii ; William Tappen- 
den, July Bth; William Kaleigh, Oct STth. Section 84— WUllam Tappenden, July 
Ith; Alexander Duncan, July 31st. Section 3S—ThomM Smith, JnlySHi; Benjamin 
r. Bown, Dec. 10th. Section 28— Thomas Smltii, Julyfith; Henry P. Gardener, Oct. 
97fli. Section 37— Langford G. BeiTy, Nov. 13th. Section 39— Charles H. Conall, 
Oct. 30ti! ; Jane Shute, Nov. 38tli. Section 31— Chailes H. Conall entered entire sec- 
tion Oct. SOth. 

In the sprin;? antf summer of 1835 Mrs. Hiram Lucaa, then a resident of flie village 
of Adrian, wrote her father, Samuel Coman, then residing at or near Eome, Intiie 
State of New York, such glowii^ descriptions of the emigrants' Eldorado— tlie Bean 
Creek Comitry- that he resolved to move Westward. He wrote his son Enssell, tien 
residing In Dearborn county, Indiana, to meet him at Adrian on anoh a day In tiie 
month of September, for the pnrpose of aaaisting in Uie location of homes lor his large 
iamily of hoys. They met in Adrian aocordina to appointment, and accompanied by 
Hiram Lncas, they proceeded to Canand^gua. There they obtwned the services of 
Arthur Lncas and Calvin Pixleyas guifiee ttaough (he wilderness. They at once 
proceeded to town eight south, one west, and selected lands on sections fifteen and 
tweaty-two ; and on Jils way home Samuel Coman stopped at Monroe and entered the 
land on the 7th day of October, 18S5. The entire pittty, guides and all, must have been 
captivated by the beauty of the counb-y, for on the same day Hiram Lucas, Calvui 
Pixley and Arthur Lucaa all entered land in the township. Indeed, it wai just the 
time of year when men would be captlvatetl by a primevtd American forest The 
gigantic trees newly dressed in their autumn costumes of red, yellow, and piurple 
leaves ; large bunches of fox grapes pendant from clinging vine, the contJniial falling 
of mast loosened by the early frosts ; the woods filled with the more valuable spet les 
of game, bounding, running, or flying away at the approach of tiie strange vKitra 
man, formed a scene likely to enamor more obdurate hearts. 

The two Comaiis, fatiier and son, returned to then respective homes to piepaie foi 
emigration. Bussell, immediately onreaebhig home, packedl\i5good3,whIchb6loaded 
in a Hooeier wagon with hie wife and Bu'ee children, the wagon drawn by two yoke 
of oxen, and started for Michigan. Mr. RusseD Coman bad left the parental home, in 
the State of New Tork, in the yeai' 1835. He piuchased a small boat, which he loaded 
■onto a wagon, flie boat serving as a box, and, accompanied by a young man, he con- 
veyed to, and launched it upon, tiie head waters of the Ohio river. In this boat they 
dropped down the Ohio ta the moutii of the Miami river. There he disembarlted 
and found a home in Dearborn connty, Indiana, where he lived until 1833. March 
13th, 1839, he inter-married with Miss Aim McMatli, and tlieir imlon was blessed wIHi 
three Indiana-born children, one of which was an infant at the breast when the jom'- 
ney to Michigan began. After tiielr arrival at Adrian tiie j'oungest child died. Mr. 
-Coman employed Hiram and Arthur Lucas to help him build a house, and meanwhile 
the family was left at Hham's house, in Adilan. The house was so far completed 
that the family moved into it sometime between Christmas, 1835, and Hew Tear's 
day, 1836. Russell Coman's family wa-i the first, and until February the only fmnlly 
In town eight south, one west. The house thus built and occupied was built on sec- 
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THE TOLEDO WAE. 



The story of the settlement nt tlie Valley of the Bean would be incomplete 
without some mention of an event which divided It between two States and robbed 
our Valley of the townships of Gorliani and Chesterfleld, and Lenawee of Hiose, and 
also the townsliips of Eoyalton. Amboy and Richfield. On the slxMi day of July, 
183*, Governor Porter, who had aucceeded Wr. Case as GoveiiDor of the Territory, 
(lied, by wliich event Stevens T. Mason, of Viiijlnia, Secretmy of the Territory, he- 
eame the acting Governor. January Bfltli, 1835, the Legislative Council passed an act 
for the eleciiou of delegates to a constitutional convention, and the convention con- 
vened on the 11th day of May following. This movement toward tlie orgimlzatioii of 
a State govenunent for Michigan Invested the territorial dispute with new interest. 
The territory In dispute was a strip along the line between the States, from the Indi- 
ana line tfl Lake Erie, live miles wide at the west end and eight miles wide at the east 
end. The southern line, claimed by Michigan to i>e the boundary, was known as the 
"Fulton line," and tlie northern line, claimed by Ohio to be the boundary, was called 
Hie "Hwi'Is line," Tliis belt of tenltory contained some very valuable farming land, 
but Its chief value in the eyes of tiie contestauta was the port at the mouth of the 
3laumee river, known siicceaaiveiy as Swan Creek, Port Lawrence, Vistula, and 
Toledo. Outside of Toledo tlie disputed coimtry was a wilderness. The early set- 
tlers of the territory aeknowledfied their allegiance to Hie government of Michigan, 
asked for oud received appropriations for the building of roads leading to their village, 
and some of them became corporators of tlie Eiie and Ealamazoo railroad, under a 
charter imm the Legislative Council of the Territoiy of Michigan. But when the 
Wabash and Erie canal became a possibility, and its eastern temiiuas at Toledo 
probable, if tliat place sliould be found to be wilhin the limits of Ohio, many of lier 
citizens at once discovei'ed that they were cittiens of Ohio, whereas tiiey had hereto- 
fore octM as citizens of Michigan. Some, however, still acknowledged the sovra^lgnty 
of Michigan. Governor Mason, havii^ been apprised of the proposed action of the 
authorities of Ohio, sent a special message to the Legislative Council, recommending 
immediate action to forestall that of the Ohio Legislature. 

On the lath dayof Pebruarytlie Legislative Council enacted "That if any person 
residing within the limits of this territory shall accept of any ofBce of trust from any 
State or authority otlier tiinn the Government of the United States or Territory of 
Michigan, every person so offending shall be fined not exceeding one thousand dollars, 
orbeimprisonetlfiveyears, at the discretion of the court before which any conviction 
may be had." 

In the same monUi Uie Legislature of Ohio passed an act extending the jurisdiction 
of that State over the disputed torritory, established townships and directed that 
township elections should be held in the April following, and also directed the re- 
markhig of the Hanis line. 

MM\!li ninth, Gov. Mason wrote Gen. Brown, tlien in command of the Michigan 
mihtia, to hold himself in readiness to repel by force any attempt to carry out the 
provisions of tlie Ohio law; and later in the montli Gov. Mason, and Gen. Brown and 
staff, with from eight iiundred to twelve hundred men, encamped in and around 
Toledo. 

On the thirty-lirst day of Maaxih, Gov. Lucas and his commissioners arrived at 
Perrysbnrgh to find tlie enemy in possession of the bone of contention. Under his 
direction Gen, Bell, of tlie Ohio militia, mustered a force of about sis hundred men 
and went in camp at Fort Miami. The delay was for the purpose of allowing the 
partiaans of Ohio to hold their township elections. 

Wliile tlie two aj-mies were watching each otiier's movementa, two commissioners 
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appointed by the President arrived from Wasliiiigton. President Jackson had taken 
the opinion of his Attorney General, who had advised him that the act ol the Legis- 
lature ot Ohio extending jorisdiction over a part ot tlie territory of Michigan was 
■"repngnant to Uie act of Confess of the mh of Jonuacy, 1805," and that the act of 
the Michigan Legislative Council ivaa a valid law and could properly be enforced. 
The commissioners proposed.: 
rirst— That tlie HMTis line should be ro-iiiarked without hindrance. 
Second— As elecUons had then been held under tlie laws of Ohio, the people should 
be left to obey the laws of the one j urisdicUon or the other without molestation until 
the close of the next session of Congress. 

Gov. Lncaa affected to consider Gov. Mason as a minion of flie President, and that tlie 
arrangement was to be made between himself and tUe President, and would be com- 
plete as soon as Ms acceptance should be stgnifle<];hethereforeatoiice accepted the 
propositions and commenced (Hsbanding his forces. On the otlier hand, Gov, Mason, 
considerii^ himself at tlie head of a restricted sovereignty, refused to compromise the 
rights of his people by a siu'render ;0f possession and jHrisdiction, and, therefore, 
whOe he allowed his forces io return home, held himself In readiness to repel by force 
niiy invasion of the territorial lights ot Michigan. 

Notwithstanding the determined attitude of Gov. Mason, Gov. Lucas directed 'the 
commissioners to proceed to run the Haaxis line, commencing at Uie western end. 
Gen. Brown feept a line of scouts in the woods along the line to report the progress ot 
the surveying party. As soon as tlie party came within tlie llmite of Lenawee county 
the under-sheriff, armed with a wairant from a justice of tlie peace, and accompanied 
by a posse eomitatus, went to arrest them. The force started on Sunday morning. 
The infantry, about one-half Uie force, were carried in wagons about ten miles out ; 
from that point they had to march, about ten miles. They arrived a little after noon, 
the mounted men considerably in advance. The surveyiim party were occupying 
two cabins. As soon as the mounted men arrived, Gen, Bi'own, who accompanied 
the expedition, assumed coniniaiid and ordered the surveyors to snrrender, which 
they promptly refused to do. But when the Infantry arrived, the occupants of one ot 
tlie cabins, ineliiding tlie eonunisslouers, became alarmed and broke for the woods, 
hastened by a volley of musketry. They dashed into Mauniee nearly disrolied by the 
"briars and tlioms that beset their path, through the wilderness. The occupants of 
the other cabin, including tlie ei^iueer corps, were arrested by the officer and taken 
in triumph to tlie Lenawee county jail atTecumseb. The civil authorities concluded 
to hold Col. Fletcher, the chief of the engineer corps, in nominal Imprisonment to test 
bylaWthe validity of the arrest. Theofliers were permitted to retui'u to tlielr homes 
hi Ohio. Col. Fletcher was allowed to he his own j^lor. When he desli'ed exercise 
he wmdd carefully lock the door, and putting the key In his pocket, stroll through 
the village or drive out with the village belles. This first clash of arms in this singu- 
la' affidr ooeuiTed within the Talley of the Bean. 

The Ohio commissioners reported to Gov. Lucas that they liad been attacked by 
an overwhelming force under command of Gen. Brown, and forced to retreat. The 
President, to whom the matter was I'cferred, aaked Gov. Mason for a statement of 
facts "by the officers ei^aged in the transactJons complained of." The under sheriff 
reported Uiat a cMl force made the arrest of nine persons upon a warrant Issued by 
a justice of the peace, and that there was no blood shed. Gov. Lucas immediately 
convened the Legislature in extra session. It met on tlie 8th day of June, and at 
once proceeded to enact a Jaw "to prevent the forcible abduction of citizens of Ohio." 
Another act was passed to create the county of Lucas, making Toledo the county seat. 
A session of court was dhected to be held on Monday, the sevenHi day of September, 
then next ensuli^, at any convenient house in Toledo. Still another aci was passed 
appropriating S600,000 to carry these laws Into effect over the disputed territory. 
The authorities of Michigan were not idle. Prosecutions for holding office mider 
he laws of Ohio were pressed with the greatest vigor. The people of Monroe county 
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were kept busy assisting the sheilff' in execntiiig processes of the Monroe eoutity 
courts in the disputed territory. Every iniiabitant of tlie district was a spy for one 
ortlieotlier of tlie contestaiita, as Inolinatioii dictated, and was bnsiiy empioyedlo, 
reporting the movements of Monroe county or Wood county ofticlals, as the case 
ni^jht be. The OMo parties, wlien arrested, were incarcerated In the Monroe county 
jail. Major Stickney was arrested after a violent resistance by himself and family. 
He ref used to raowit a liorae, Hewasput on by force, but would not sit there. For a 
long distance two men, one eaeli side, held liim on. At last, wearied by his resist- 
ance, they tied Ills feet mider tlie horse, in whicb way they at last reached Monroe. 

Gov. Lncas sent commissioners to WaslUngton to confer with the President. After 
alengtUy correspondence between these oommiaaloners and the Secretary of State, 
the President consented to cause an earnest reco.mjnendation to be made to Gov. 
Mason that no obstruction be made to the re-marking of the "Harris" line; that all 
proaecniions nnder the territorial act of February, 183.5, be discontinued, and no fur- 
ther prosecutions be commenced until the next session of Congress. This 
"recommendation" was conveyed to Gov. Maaon on the third day of July, but It had 
no effect on his action. Prosecutions went on as before. On the 15th of that monUi 
anattempt was made to arrest Two Stickney, a son of Major Stickney, la thescuffle 
the officer was stabbed with a knife ; Stickney escaped and fled to Oliio. The wound . 
was al«?ht, although the blood flowed (reely. Two was indicted by tbe grand jury.oC 
Monroe county, and a requisition made on Gov, Lucas for his surrender. The Governor- 
refused to surrender Uie fugitive, and a report of .the affair was sent to the President^ 
with a sworn statement that Gov. Lucas was prot«etin); him. Tliis aroused tiie Pres- 
ident to action; he at once removed Gov. Mason, and appointed Charles Shaler, of 
Pennsylvania, Ills successor. He also advised Gov. Lucas to refrdn from any act of 
jurisdiction over tiie disputed territory pending the action of Coi^fess. Mr. Shaler 
never entered upon the duties of the office, ajid soon after, John 8. Horner, of Vir- 
ginia, was appointed Secretary and acting Governor ; but he did not enter upon the 
duties of his office mitil the twenty-first day of September. In the meanwhile Maswi 
continued actii^ Governor. 

Gov. Lucas now felt sure that Old Hickory was aroused, and that he would, 
tolerate no more show of force on his part ; but lie also felt It necessary to perfonni 
some act of ]urlsdlction,soltwouldnot!>eaaidhe.had backed down. The Legisla- 
ture had ordered a session of court to be held on the seventii day of September, in, the 
village of Toledo, Gov. Mason was aware of the fact, and was on hand witii Gen. 
Brown and the militia to prevent the consummation of tlie order. To actually hold 
this comt in defiance of Gov. Mason aud bis military force, and also In defiance of 
the President's recommendation, looked to Gov. Lucas lite a grand achievement; 
one that would burnish his tarnished honor, and maintain tiie dignity of tlie guberna- 
torial office of the great State of Ohio. He, through his Adjutant General, ordered 
out a regiment of troops to escort lie Judges to Toledo, and protect them in the per- 
foiTuance of Hielr duty. They were to march from Maumee on the morning of the 
seventh, but the evening previous a report was circulated that Gen. Brown was in To- 
ledo wlOi twelve hundred men, ready for any einei^enoy. The report was untruOf 
butitaerved to test the valor of tbe judges; they hesitated and ti'cmbled at the pros- 
pect. The Colonel in command provided a forlorn hope, and taking theiudges in 
charge, marched tiiem into Toledo at three o'clock Monday morning, September 7th, 
188.^, proceeded to a school house, held court less than five minutes, and tlien hastily 
returned to Maumee. How easily was Ohio honor vmdicated. Not a soul over whom 
fliey came to assert jurisdiction knew of their coming, doings, or retreat 

September aist, acting Governor Horner assumed flie duties of that office, and Gov. 
Mason retired to private life. 

While Hiese events were transpirii^ the convention had been elected, met, formed 
a constitution, and adjourned. The constitution was submitted to the people on the 
fif til and sixth days of October, aud was duly ratified. At tiie same election a full set 
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of State officers" were elected, Stevens T. Mason being elected Governor. Gov. Mason 
■was at onee inaugurated, Hie L^lslature met on the ninth day of November, and the 
machinery of a State government set in motion. Michigan was not yet admitted as a 
State ; the machinevy of a Territovlal government remained, vthieh was recognized by 
the general government and tlie several State governments as the lawful government 
of Micliigan; butit was totally ignored by tlie people, who yielded obedience to tJie 
new State government This state of ttiuiga made it very unpleasant for Mr. Homer, 
and in May, 1836, he left Uie Territory to assmne the duties of Secretaiy of tlie Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, created at that session of Congress, 

On the fifteenth day of June, ISSa, Congress passed an act accepting tlie constitution 
luid State government of Michigan, and admitting her into the Union, provided she 
should, hy a convention of delegates chosen for that purpose, consent to the boundary 
line claimed by Ohio, and take in lieu thoi-eof the territory now known as tlie Upper 
Peninsula. Gov. Mason called a siwcial session of the Legislature, to meet on tiie 
eleventh day of July, 1886. On the twentieth day of tiiat uiontii, an act was passed 
providing for the election of delegates and tiie assembling of tlie convention on llie 
36tii day of September, at Ann Arbor. 

The convention met, and after a four days session, rejected Wie proposition of 
Congress relating to the boundary. The people wei* unanimous in reference to the 
merits of the controvei'sy, but a large party thought defeixed admission would wort 
greater injury tliMi loss of territory. They were tlieiefore dissatisfied with the re]eo- 
tlon of the proposition, and they determined Hiat anotiier convention should be called 
without waiting for the assembling of the Legislatui-e. . Two large meetings of the 
dissatisfied citizens were held, one in Detroit, the other in Ami Arbor. These assem- 
hiles united in a request to Hie Governor to call a convention by proclamation. The 
Giovemor approved of a second convention, but as it was wholly unauthorized hy law, 
he declined to issue the prochtmation. On flie foiurteentli day of November, a circu- 
lar was issued hy the leaders of the assenting party, which recommended the qualified 
voters in the several townships to meet on flie fifth and sixfli days of December and 
elect delegates to attend a State convention to he held at Ann Aj'bor on Hie fourteenth 
day of that month. It further recommended that the number of delegates be tvriee flie 
number elected to the popular branch of the Legislature, and that flie election should be 
held at the proper places for holding elections, and should be conducted by tiie same 
oflicers and secordiug to the forms of law govei-ning other elections. The opposition 
to the second convention refrained from voting, deeming the whole proceeding void. 
As but one party voted, ail flie delegates were in favor of accepting tiie proposition of 
Congress. Therefore, on tlie fif teenfli day of the month— the second day of its ses- 
sion— flie convention unanimously I'esolved to accept the condition imposed by Con- 
gress, protesting, liowever, against the eonstitutdonal right of Congi-ess to requii-e 
this preliniinMy assent as a condition of atlmission Into the Union. The acHon of 
this convenflon was submitted to Congress. A leugthy and spirited debate ensued, 
but on the 36th da,y of Januai'y, 1837, Congress i>assed aji act which, reciting by way 
of preamble that the people of Moii^an had consented to the proposed boiuidaries, 
admitted the State into the Union of American States. 

Since the nintii day of November, 1885, the people of Slicliigaii had lived mider a 
dual government. For ail internal purposes the 'State govemmeat was supreme, 
but for the purpose of communion witii the General luiU Sfat^ governments, tliey had 
flie machinery of a Territorial government. 

OKGAKIZATION OF TOWNSHIPS. 

The State Legislature, by an act approved March 33d, 1836, organized several town- 
ships In flie Bean Creek Valley. Town five soufli, one east, was named Woodstock, 
and tiie first township meeting was ordered to be held at the house of Jesse Osborn. 
The reader will notice tiiat the spelling of the surname hcie diffcre from its spelling 
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in the first sections of this book, which is expliiinecl by the statement tliat when the 
family first came to Michigan liiey spelled their name Osburn, but in aftei years they 
■chai^fed it to Osbom. 

Town seven south, one east, was named Hudson, the first township meeting to be 
held at tlie dwelling house of Beriah H. Lane. 

Towns eight and nine and fracUonai ten sontli, ranges one and two east, were or- 
ganized into a township, tlie first township ineeUng to be held at the house of Jacob 
isaker. In town eight south, two east, and was named tjeueea. Seneca then Included 
the present townships of Medina and Seneca in Michigan, and Qorhani and Chester- 
field in Ohio. 

The township ofWheatlaiid was divided. Towns seven, eight and nine, andfmc- 
Hioaal ten south were organized into a township named Pittsfoi'd, and the first town- 
ship meetli^ was directed to be held at the dwelling house of Alpheus Pratt. The 
people had petitioned to hnve it called Dovei', but the committee on townships having 
already named town seven soutli two east, Dover, tliey named this Pittstord upon 
the suggestion at a man who had known Mr. Pratt in Pittsford, Monroe couty, N, T, 
The township as then, o^^anized comprised the present townships of Pittsford anil 
Wrfeht in Mlch^an, and Mill Creek in Ohio. 

Towns five and six soutJi, one east, retoined the name of Wheatland. 

Towns six, seven, eight, nine and fractional ten south, two west, were organized 
into a township named Adams, and the first township meeting was directed to be held 
at the southeast comer of section sixteen in said town six south. The township of 
Adams then included the present townslilps of Adams, Jefferson and Itanaom, tlie 
■east halt of Am boy in Michigan, and Madison, in Ohio. 
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On aie tomth day of April, 1836, tlie first township meetinf! of tlie lowiiship of 
Hudson was held at the house of Beriah H.Lane. Officers were electetl as follows: 
Simeon VaiiAkiu, snpetvisor; Geoi^e Sa»ilsbury, township clerk; Beriah H. Lane 
andHenryAmes, justices of tiie peace; Thomas Kealey, John Dayenport and John 
Colwell, commissioners of highways; John Carleton, assessor; and Noah Cressey, 
tireasurer. It was voted to raise fifty dollars for coutinf^ent expenses. 

On the 28th day of April, Beriah H. Lane, esfi., was called i\pon to perEomi a part 
of the duties of his ofllce. Word was brought to the newly elected ] iisHca tJiat DexteF 
.Smith and Mrs. Elvira Steams desired tonnite their destinies; therefore, following 
an Indian trail, he wended his way to the farm of Smith, near where tlie village of 
Tiffin now Is, and performed tlie marriage ceremony. 

In May a postofBce was establislied and named Lanesville. Mr. Lane was ]iost- 
master. His commission bore date May 19th, andwassignedby Amos Kendall, post- 
master general. 

In Jnne the Kev. David Piatt came, and for two years was pastor of the Presbyter- 
Ian church. He bouglit the piece of land known as Pratt's bloclc, and built a house, 
where his widow, tlie sole survivor of tJiat family, still resides. 

Durii^ the srmimer, H. P, Oalcley came and bonght ont George Salisbury's grocery 
and notion trade, and David Stuck commenced blacksmlthlng. In the fall Harvey 
Cobb came and occupied tJie house prepared for him by Alexander Pindley. Augus- 
tus Finney came some time during tlie season, but did not purc!iase property until 
the next year. 

Miss Adelia Champlin taught tlie Lanesville school in tlie summer of ISSS. A log 
«ehool house was built daring the autumn. It stood on a piece of gi^ound a little way 
south of the highway, on flie section line, near the brow of a hill. Its position is now 
marked by the low, long building on east side of Church street, owned by J. K. Boies 
& Co., it being tlie second south of their store building. There then were no other 
bnlidlngs south of Main street between Church and ilarket streefs. The long, low 
building spoken of, or rather the west end of it, was Hie school house of 18*1, of 
which much has been said. It was formerly adorned with a cupola or steeple, and 
ffaa used for the double purpose of a school house and charoh. 

In the fall of 1886, tJie Messrs. VanAkin harvested fibout one hundred and fifty 
Jjushels of wheat. It grew on tiie square of ground bounded west by Higli street, 
north by Main street, east by Wood street, and south by tlie liiL on which Dr. J. C. 
Dickinson, Mr. Webster and Thomas Bate live. It was nice wheat land, except tlic 
lots afterwards owned by Dr. K. A. Beach, which were mostly frog pond. 

It was in tills summer tliat severe men associated themselves together in what was 
called the Great Bend Company. The project was to create a vast water power by 
<U^ing a race across the neck of the bend. Immediately after crossing the section 
line, between sections nineteen and thirty, flie creek bends to the westward, crosses 
juto Hillsdale county about forty rods south of the north line of section tliirty, bends 
agdn to tlie eastward on section twenty-live in Pittstoi-d, leaves tliat township at the 
corner of section thirty-aix, crosses the east Une of section tlilrty-one, Hndson, about 
forty rods north of its south line; turning northward, it crosses the norfli line of 
section thirty-two, not more than forty rods east of the northwest comer of tliat sec- 
tion ; it tiien runs northeasterly across the sontJieast comer of seetirai twenty-nine, 
and southeasterly across the southwest comer of section twenty-eight, and tiience in 
neai'iy a direct southeasterly course to the village of Medina. By constmctuig a race 
from the point near where the creek crosses the south line of section nineteen, to the 
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iwiut OH the east line of section twenty-nine, wliere the creek takes it 
course, a distance ot less tlian two iniles, a Isu^e fall would be obtained ; siifliclent, in- 
deed, to propel all ttie machinery it were possible to build on Hie lonte. In order to 
accomplish tlie project, it was necessary to procure the light to turn tbe wafer of tlie 
Bean from its natural channel, and the right to do so must be purchased, the company 
bnyuig water rights where they could, and where tliey could not buj^ng tke land right 
out The first pnrcliasesmndeln thefurflieianeeof the project were made by Isaao 
Frendi on the IStii day of July, 183fi. On tliat day lie bousht the Samuel Davis "farm,, 
and ahout the same time purehased the farm of Horace Hitchcock, The two faiins- 
here spokenof are now owned, tJie first by JosepIiFletclier, and the second by Henrj- 
Carmichael. 

In September following, David Tucker came on, us the piu-chaaing agent of tlie com- 
pany. The fii'st purchase he made was the undivided one-half of the Lanesville mill 
and null property. It was deedeii to him September second by BerJah H. Lane. 
There must have been some private aiTaiigement between Simeon and William H. n. 
VanAkln and JTr, Lane, for at that time Mr. Lane had uo title to the property, w* 
sliown by the record. In July of 1835 he had deeded a one-fom-th iaterest to William 
H. H. VanAkin, and in December of the aaine year had sold the remainder of his 
interest— one-fourtlt part— to Simeon VanAkin. The other one-hall Interest was 
owned by Eraatus Lane until February 16th, 1837, when he deeded It to Augustus 
Finney. On the 30th day of Jnly, 1837, William H. H. TauAJcIu re-deeded a one-half" 
intei'cst In the mill to Beriah H. Lane, but he does not appear to have taken any pos- 
sessory right, aa that half of the property continued to be owned by various members- 
of the Great Bend Company uriMl it was abandoned in 1843. 

Tucker bought the following lands: Of John Davenport, tlie south half of the- 
middle subdivision of the southwest fractional quarter of section nineteen ; of Joseplx 
Reynolds, the west hall of ttie smitliwest qnarter of section twenty; of William 
Woods, the south half of the northeast quarter ol section twenty-nine; of Elisha 
Brown, the southeast quarter of the southwest quarter and the northeast quarter ol" 
the southwest Viuarfer of section twenty-nine; of Harmon Whltbeck, jr., the east 
half of tlie seuHiwest fractional quarter ol section thirty; ol William Chapman, the 
northwest quarter of Uie southwest quarter of section thirty-four; of Frederick 
Corey, the east half of the southwest quarter aM the southwest quarter of tlie south- 
west quarter ol section tSilrty-four; of Nicholas ]?ratts,tlie east hali of the southeast 
quarter ol secUon eighteen; and of Harvey Cobb, Wie southwest quarter of the south- 
east quarter of section eighteen. 

He also bargained for the land ol Simeon VaiiAkiu, for which he was to iiay 84,760, 
He paid 31,500 down, and took a contract for a deed on the payment ol the remainder 
ol tiie purchase money, which was to be paid within ninety days from the date of the 
conti'act. The remainder never was paid, but Tucker assigned his interest in the 
contract to Joel McCoUum, ol Kochester, N. T., and subsequent to the expiration of 
the contract McCollmn camo fa Lanesville snd offered to pay S40O on Uie contracts 
MoCollum says VanAkin accepted It, and it ivas Indorsed (in the contract, and that, 
McCollura says, renewed it for all time. Such 'was the foundation of the McColluni 
claim, which our older readers will remember t«> have heard so much about. 

Tucker also purchased of Sylvester Kenyon and William Frazee the right to divert 
the water from its chamiel. The description in Kenyon's deed reads as follows: 
"TheIullaudfreeprivIl^e,r!ghtMidauthority toalteror cliange the course of the 
waters of Bean creek, so as entirely foi'ever to direct and. control its waters, or auy- 
l>art or portion thereof, from ite present channel or bed, where it now runs (except 

so much aa Is necessary lor farming pui^poses)," The description ia Fi-aaee's deed Is. 

tlie same, except that the exception in regard to water lor larm purposes is omitted. 

Tucker bought other lands In this township, and also some in the township of 

PIttsford. These lands, rights and privileges Tucker deeded over to tiie membei-s ttf 

the Gi-eat Bend Company, the lai'ger pai-t of tiiein to Benjamiu F, Soutiiwortb, of 
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Jrlfpu-oe conuty. Thus ttie lands purcliaaetl during the months of September and Oc- 
tober he deeded to Benjamin F. SoutbworUi on the 29tli day of October, except Hie 
land purchased of Elislia Bromi. This land he deedeil, part to Ellslia Brown, and 
the remainder to Lorenzo L. Brown. 

This Great Bend projeet was much talked of dmlng Hiis and tlie following yeai', bnt 
the financial panic ot I8ST bankrnpted its projectors, and put an end to Hie venture. 
Before this, however, Tneker had to leave the conubrj'. He had left a wife and familj- 
at the east when he came to Jllchlgau, biit at Adrian, which was his lieadquai'ters, lie 
passed as an immatried man. At length, however, yielding to the fascinations of ait 
Adrian lady, he put hia head Into tlie matrimonial noose, Mrs. Tucker No. 1, having: 
been apijrised of his doli^, threatened to make it warm for him, and he left tlie- 
country. A son of the first Mrs. Tuclter has twice visited tJie country and threatened, 
to press his mother's cli^m for dower, but beyond scai'ir^ a few men into settlement, 
he ha.$ done nothing. 

As a great deal has been said about the ancient saw mill of Lanesviile, it may be 
well to stop here and give tlie history of tiiat pioneer institution. The land— the 
middle sibltvlsion of the southwest fractionid quarter of section eighteen— was pui'- 
■ chased of the goveiiiment by Reuben Davis In March, 1834. On the twenty-third day 
ot July, 1834, Reuben Davis deeded the land to Erastus and Berlali H. Lane, except 
(ine-half acre on tlie brow of flie hill east of the creek. Davis afterwards sold this 
half acre to John Davenx>oi-t, hut it was, later still, absorbed by the railroad. Erastus 
and Beilah H. Lane built the mill In the summer aod fall of 1834. On the eighth day- 
of Jnly, 1835, Beriah H. Lane deeded an undivided one-fourth Interest to William H- 
H. VanAkIn,,andou theflrstday of December he sold an undivided one-fourtli inter- 
est to Simeon VanAltin. September 2d, 1836, Beriah H. Lane deeded a. one-half 
Interest in the mill land and fixtures to David Tucker, and October SQth TuekeK 
deeded the same Interest to Benj. F. Southwortli. Februaiy 16th Erastus Lane 
deeded tlie other undivided one-half Interest in tlie mill, land and flowage to- 
Augustus Finney. On the 20th day of July William H. H. VanAkln deeded aa 
undivided one-h^f of the mJU property to Beriah H. Lane, This transfer perfecfedi 
the title of Tucker and his assigns in a one-half interest in the mill property-- 
Febi'uary 38th, 1838, Benjamin P. Southworth conveyed ail undivided one-half' of 
the mill property to William L. Blgga, April IStli WiUiam L. Riggs conveyed it to- 
Philo C. Fuller, and by anoiJier deed, made tlie same day, deeded it to Isaac French.. 
January ^nli, 1840. Isaac Fmnch deeded it to William "V. Studdefoi'd, and July 11th 
William T. Stiiddeford deeded it to Augustus Finney, who (hen became the owner of 
the entire mill pi'operty. On the 13th day of September, 184S, Ai^ustus Einney 
deeded tlie mill property to Ed H. WInans, Soon afterward WInana deeded the laniJ 
to Isaac French, but in that deed no mention was made of tlie mill or race. The old 
mill race took the waterfroni the creek a little way above the railway embankment, 
west side, and diseliarged it between the railroad and Main street bribes. The de- 
pression In which Bean's pump factory, Benjamin Wright's, Nathaniel Lane's and 
George W. Carter's shops are builtj Is liie old tail race. The mill was situated on tlie 
hill beside the race, a little south of the railroad ground, perhaps just in rear of the 
house occupied by Mr. Homer Kawson. 

But to return to' tlie Incidents of 1886. On the Sith day of December Harvey An- 
derson purchased a lialf Interest in the Kidder mill. 

In January, 1837, the Legislature of the State passed the Internal Improvement Act. 
providli^for three lines of railroad across the State, the soutliero to span the State fromi 
Monroe ti'New Buffalo ; and in pursuance of that act commissioners were appointed 
to locate the routes. Of course the people of tliis part of the Talley were excited. 
Upon the loeatJon of the Soutlieni road depended, in a great measure, their future 
welfare. The commissioners at once determined the principal points on the route, 
viz : Adrian, HOlsdale Center, a& it was then called, Coldwaler, Constantine, ete, 
Asweshallnothaveoceaalontorefer to tills matter again, it may as well be remarked 
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in passing that Constaiitiiie was not finally made a point on tlie road, in consequence 
oE the road beiug tiimed into NorUiem Indiana. The causes of tls deflection do uot 
come witliin tlie pnrview of this work. The direct route between Adrian and Hills- 
dale Center lay HiTOiigii or near the village of KoUin. The inhabtt*nts of flie twin 
vi11ase«, Leimwee and Eeeue, desired to deflect tlic road two miles from a straight 
linetfl accommodate tliem, and theLanesvillans desired to deflect it tfiree miles to 
accommodate them. Of tie three proposed routes the Lanesviile route was tlie niost 
-imtikely to be adopted. The Lenawee and Scene folks had a better ronte to ofter In 
place of the shorter Bollln route, but the Lanesviile route was tiie longest and mt^t 
dllBcuItof Uie Uiree, and If a company had been locating the road it would have 
taken a mint of eagles to buy it from its proper course. The result proved tlie cor- 
rectness of tlie old saw, "Where there is a will there is a way." In the jierson of 
Augustus Finney, Lanes^'llle possessed a valuable agent for the accomplishment of her 
puiTOses. Gentlemanly In appearance and pleasant in address, and having an eloquent 
and persuasive tongue, he was just the man to make "the worse appear Uiobetterrea- 
aon." Added to the above qualifications were these: He had aperfect knowledge of 
human natm'e, could read character like an open boofc, and was not over scrupulous in 
theuse of means. He was put together for a diplomat, butthetuuesl»eiiig out of Joint, 
he never graced the station for which he was intended. 

Mr. Finney also po^essed a, personal interest in the location of the road. He had 
purchased a half interest in the saw mill, and five acres of land witli a frontage ex- 
fending fiom Market to Ciiurch stieet. In the spring of 18BT, a few weeks after the 
appointment of die commissioners — Levi S. Humphrey, of Monroe, being one — Mr. 
Finney appeared at Monroe to advocate Hie claims of IJie Lanesviile route. A public 
meeting was convened in the Court House to listen to the statements and arguments 
of the Lanesviile orator. It did not take much to ai'oise tlie entliusiasm of Monroe 
city people tlien. TlieToledo war was but Just closed, and the Slate but tliree months 
-admitted under t^e hated compromise that robbed them of & harbor. The State had 
just borrowed five inilltons of dollars, and was going to build flieui a railroad across 
the State. Monroe was to become tlie metropolis of Jflchigan, while tlie ague-shaken 
denizeas of Toledo would hover over the swamps Hiat environ the place, until their 
bloodless bodies should find a sepulclier in her miry soil. Under such a state of feel- 
ing the Court House was easily filled with the business men of Monroe. Mr. John C. 
Hogaboam, then a citizen of Monroe, was pi'esent and beai;d the address of Mr. Fin- 
ney. He spoke of the beautiful country around Lanesviile, and of the fertility of Hie 
soil ; hut principally of the mammoUi water power about to be created near by, by 
.the famous Great Bend race; tlie power would he estimated by the thousand horse 
power, and tlie machinery driven would not only equal, but would surpass the grea^ 
est manufacturii^ cllles of the world. Then he recounted the names of the members 
■of the Great Bend Company, emphasising the names of tlieir own townsmen 
dnterestodin theventure, and dweltoneaohbranch of the subject, until the audience 
fancied fliey saw a great manufacturing town on the Bean, only fifty miles away, fur- 
nishing the food, the f urnltai'e, and tiie clothing for the hundi'&l thousand Inhabitants 
of the city of MoiU'oe. 

Satisfying the people paved the way for labor with the commissioners. However 
well satisfied they might be of the growing importance of Lanesviile, still they must 
be^vemed in a great measure by the reports of the surveyors who should run the 
preliminary lines, and these would not be run until flie autumn. When the reports 
were In, the fullest consideration would be given each of the proposed routes, so said 
the commissioners. It was, therefore,iiecessary to attend to the surveyors from whom 
the report was expected. Theprellnilnary surveys were made in tbe autumn of 1SS7, 
but the road was not established until the fall of I8S8. During all that time the ques- 
tion was open, and argument, persuasion, and more substantial inducements were tiic 
order of the day. 
July 34th Levi S. Bowlsby, one of tlie surveyors, became the owner of six and 
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eighty-tliiee one-liuiidreiitlis acres of land iu Laiiesville. Tlie tract now known a» 
tlie Bowlsby plat Is a part of Uiat purchase. The eoiisMetatlon mentioned iii the deed 
la fonr hundred and twenty doUftra. A member of the eugineer corps, within a few 
years, speaking of the location of the road at LaneevlUe, said "there were visions of 
comer lots never realiied," Wlietlier he meant the citizens did not fulfill their prom- 
ises, or tliat Bowlsby did not divide, is unknow]i. 

Wliether the Inhabitwots of the other routes offered any snhstautlal Indueemente 
Is unknown, but the probability is tbey relied npon their superior route, and deemed 
it impossible that the road would be liUd on tlie longest and hardest route, until Its- 
location was fixed, and then offers were useless. The inducements operating on the 
minds of surveyors and commissioners will prebably never be known, hut that they 
did locate the Michigan Southern Railroad between Adrian (aid Hillsdale on the most 
Ineligible route Is a fact tliat can never be obliterated. The State commenced to take 
conveyances of right of way between Adi'lan and Hudson In November, 1838. The 
release of Stephen Allen bears date November setli. 

In the spring of 1838 Ml-, Flimey brotight his wife to Laneaville, and lived in ahouse 
that then stood near where the Friend bakery now is. Here lie kept tftvem— the 
original Hudson tnveni. 

HAIiD TIMES— CAUSES, ETC. 

It becomes nccessavy here to notice wiotlier series of events that iiail an important 
bearing upon the development of tiie Yalley, as well as Michigan in general. At tlie 
beginning of 1837 Miere were sixteen ehitttered banks In the Stote ; nine of them were 
chartered by the Territorial Le^slative Council, and seven by the State Legislature 
of 183fl. The following is a list of tlie banks, in the order of their organization: 
Michigan, Detroit ; Monroe, Moniwe.; PonUao, Pontiac ; lUver Eaisin, Monroe ; Wash- 
tenaw, Anji Arbor ; Erie and Kalamazoo, Adrian ; Farmers' and Mechanics', Detroit ; 
Michigan State, Detroit; Mercliwits' and Mechanics', Detroit; 8t. Clair, 8L Clair; 
Clinton, Clinton; Calhoun, Slai'sball; Oakland Connty, Pontiac; Constantino, Con- 
stantine ; Y psilaiitl, YpsllanU ; and Manliattan at Manhattan, Mom-oe county. 

It would seem as though these sixteen banks ought to do tlie business of tiiis then 
new State, bnt on the 16th day of March, 1887, tlie Legislature enacted a law provid- 
ing for the iiicorporatioa of moneyed institutions. Tiiis law provided that any 
numlier of men might associate together, stibscribe fifty thoi^and dollars for a capltiU 
stock, and by filing M'tioles of association with the county clerk, become Incorporate, 
One-third of the capital must bo owned in the county, ten per cent be paid In before 
election of directors, and thirty per cent, before bai& notes sliould be Issued. The 
law also contsJiied this regtrlcttue clause ; " It shall not be lawful tor any such bank- 
ing association to issue, or have outetandii^ or iu circulation at luiy time, an amount 
of notes or bills loaned oi put in circulation as money exceeduig twice and a ha^ the 
amount of Its stock then paid in and actually possessed; nor shall its loans jmd dis- 
counts at any time exceed tolce and a half tlie amoimt of its capital stock so paid in 



This was bad enough, but a eubseqneut statute allowed them to deposit, instead of 
specie, a bond.secured on real estate. Under the operation of tJib law hundreds of 
banks sprang into existence. Nearly.every cross road had its bank, and It is Indeed a 
wonder ti\at the Inhabitants of Uie Bean Creek Coimti'y could forego the luxury of a 
hanking associalion. Every kind of property was quoted at Inflated prices and wild 
land, valued at tliree or four times its actual value, became the secmlty for the bank 
circnlathDn of Michigan. These banks, on account of the character of their secuiltiee, 
were called wild cat banks, and the old banks were Itnown. as chartered banks. Banks 
of the wild cat species existed iu Adrian, iu Tecumseh, and in Pahnyra, in Lenawee 
county. 

About tiie time these wild cats bad got to wovk, the counti-y experienced one of 
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those financial panics which so froqueiitly siialte commercial coramunitJes to their 
■very center. In onler that tlie reader may unilerstaiicl the subject, it will he neces- 
■Sary hilefly to trace lie canses wMch prodncecl this disaster. In Decemher, 1816, a 
new United Stotea bank was chartered for a term of twenty years. This insUtiition, 
located at Philadelpliia, became in the com'se of years the center of business interest. 
It was the custodian of tlie moneys of the govenmient, and the government was the 
*owner of a considerable ambmit of its stock ; it could aiid did control the rates of dis- 
comit; it could mate or break private or State bonks by a bestowal or wltlidrawal of 
'Itsconfidence, and as It controlled Uie pockets of the nation, so it began to also control 
"Its opinions and political action. President Jackson attacked the bank in his first 
Tftmmal messi^, 1839, and returned to the attack In tlie animal messages of 1830 and 
1831. Notwithstanding the hostility of the President, Congress, in July, 1683, passed 
an act granttng the bank a new charter. This act tlie President promptly vetoed, but 
'ite failure produced no Immediate effect, as the old charter did not expire lonfil De- 
cemher, 1836. 

The Presidential campaign of 1833 was then in pcogi'css. Jackson was nominated 
for re-eleoUon, and the re-chartering of tlie bank was one of the issnes between par- 
ties at that election. Jackson was re-eleeted, and with Mm a House of Eepresenta- 
tives sympaHii^ing with his financial views. In bis message of tliat year the President 
recommended Hie remove of the deposits and tlie sale of the baiik stock l)elonging to 
the United States. So thoronghly entrenched was the bank in ttie business 
Interests of the country that Congress dare not make the attack. But so soon as Con- 
firess had adjourned, the President directed flie Secretary of the Treasury to remove 
Uie deposits. The Seoretaiy, Mr. William J. DiiaJie, hesitated. There were about 
310,000,000 of government funds in the bant ; the bank loans amounted to W),000,000, 
and were so distributed as to effect almost every hamlet in ihe nation, and tlie Secre- 
tary hadaotsufacientcouragetojostle the monster that might easily crush whole 
■parties, and whose destmction, if accnmplislied, would bring ruin on almost every 
bnalness house, and whose dying Hiroes would be felt in every household in ttie land. 
"The President at length made a peremptory order to remove the money, and to deposit 
it in certain State banks. The Secretary promptly refused, and the President as 
promptly removed him and appointed Roger B. Taney, of Maryland, to the Secretary's 
office. The bnsiness commnnity were startled, and prophecies of wide-spread disas- 
ter freely made, hnt an iron hand was at Hie helm of State, and noHiLag would stay 
its work or chaise its purpose. The new Secretary commenced the removal in Ocfo- 
Tjer, 1833; thegreaterpartwasrenioved within four monUis, and the entire work was 
completed within nine months. The designated State banks received the deposits, 
and to relieve the threot«ned financial disaster discounted freeiy. Indeed, the deposit 
of the national funds among several rival banks stimulated reckle^ speculation. 
Each bank was anxious to do more bnsiness than its neighbor, and therefore in every 
possible way made money easily obtainable. They believed the money would remain 
mntll needed by the government for ordinary governmental purposes, and tlierefore 
■treated it as so ninch capital, and increased their circulatloii in proportion to tlie de- 
]posit. Money was plenty, and business was unduly stimulated.' The importation of 
foreign gor-ds was lai^ly increased, leaving lai'ge balances on the debtor side of Hie 
ledger. Thesebalanceshad tobep^dingold, which wasat acousiderablepreniinm. 
Internal improvements and all the industrial pursuits were Inordinately stimulated, 
and reckless speculation, ssiieclally in real esinte, was lai^ely indulged in, which in 
1836 amounted to a mania. Says Lossing, " A hundred cities and a thonsand villages 
were laid out on broad sheets of papei', and made the basis of vast moneyed traiisac- 
Hons." In Decembei', 1836, the great Hew York conflagration occurred, by wliich 
five hundred and twenty-nine buildings and twenty millions of dollars worth of 
■property were destroyed. 

If Jackson was an enemy of extiavngance and its parent and promoter—a paper 
—he also was a firm believer in the doctrine of State rights, and durnig his 
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■sdminJsti'ation the doctrine was sttlctly aiid severely eiiforeed. He was not prepared, 
lilte Calhoun, to carry it to the length of nullificalion and secession ; hut so far as lie 
heiieved in it, lie imrelentlngly applied it to the affairs of the general goyermnent. 
By that code all the receipts of tiie government. In eiteess of its expenditnrea on the 
narrowest hasis, belonged to the States, and to iliein it shoiild go. Aocoydingiy, In 
-Jannary, 1836, Congresa directed the Secretary of llie Treasircy to divide tlie money 
In escesB of five millions among tiie several States, on the basis of their repreaenfa- 
tiou tn the House of Kepi'esentatlves, Notwithstanding this portent of tlie gathering 
storm. It w«s nnlieeded, and reckless speculation contJnned and increased Into mad' 
ness. In the midst of this wide-spread financial dissipation, (July llHi, 1S36,) tlie 
President cansed a d'easnxy order to be issued, du'cding that all duties shoiUd be paid 
In gold and silver coin. A deputation of New York merehante wwted on him to se- 
cure its rescission. But he was inexorable. He told them hard times were produced 
toy recliless expenditure and speculation, and any measure tliat would atop the flood- 
tide of extrayagajioe, although productive of present distress, would eventually be of 
■service to Oie comitry. 

At length the thne fixed by Congress for tlie distribution of the money aiilved. 
3Iore flian a year had elapsed since the passnge of the act gave notice to the banks 
and tlie business eonimnnity to prepare for the effects of shortened capital, but no 
jreparatton had been made. On the contrary, reclilessness had increased hi pro- 
jMJrlJon as the time for preparation shortened. In proportion us tlie currency was 
converted into coin for payment to tlie Government, Uie amount available lor bnai- 
■ness purposes ■was decreased. Discounts conld not be obttdned, and therefore 
business coiUd not be continued. la the months of March and April, 1837, there were 
failures in the city of New Torlt aggregating more than a hundred million of doEars. 
A deputation of merchsmts waited on Mr. Tan Buren, then just seated (May, 1837,) in 
the Presidential chair, and asked Mm to defer the collection of duties on imports, to 
rescind the treasury order of July lltli, 1S38, aiid to call an esti'a session of Congress. 
'Sg refused, and May 10th aU the banlts of New York suspended payment, and the 
lianks of the entire country followed tiieir example. On the 16th day of May the 
Legislature of the State of New York antiioilzed the suspension of specie paj-ments 
for one year. 

It was in times snch as tiiese that Michigan launched her system of ■wildcat banks. 
They were but just organized when the crash came, and well would It have been for 
the State If they bad been swept out of existence. But they were legal hanking 
Tiouses, and were entlUed to any measure provided for the relief of honest banlters. 
On the 33d day of Jnne the Legtelature of Michigan passed an act to suspend specie 
jiayments nn^Ki the 10fli day of June, 1838. An act was also passed curtailing the 
}>ank dnnilatlon. Before thai, chartwed banks were anthorl/ed to issue their notes 
or bills for an amount not to exceed three times the amount ot capital actually paid 
in, and the wildcat bimks were antborized to Issue their notes to the amount of two 
and one-half times tiie amount of p£dd in capital. By the act of June, 18S7, the circu- 
lation was limited to once andahalt ilie amount of paid iu capital. Banks Hiat had 
vested Interests to protect, were careful in the extreme, discounted sparingly, and 
then only on undoubted paper-. But tiie wildcats Imd no vested Interests. TJielr 
capital existed largely in Ima^natlon, and tlie requirement of the law that thlrty-hun- 
dredths of the capital should be com in Hte vaults was almost wholly disregardeil. 
As their own securities were to a great extent a myih, tiiey ran no risk in accepting 
almost any security for their nearly wortiiless promises to pay. Therefore tiieir 
notes were iu everybody's hands, while those of the chartered banks were almost as 
.scarce as gold. With two illustrations of tiic financial state ot the times, we will dis- 
miss this part of our subject, 

The bimk commissioners were required to visit every bank once in three monilis to 
inquire into its condition. After visiting several of these banks the commissioner, 
.Sudge Feleli, hiMlliiscuriosity aroused by tiie seeming similarity In tiielr piles of coin 
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(iepoait At eacli place the coin was oouiited, and altliougli the amount varied it 
]lttle, the pieces had a familiar look, and lie was almost sure lie had liantUed those 
pieces daily for a week or more. At last lie detennined to solve Hie myetery- Qik 
coming out of a Ijaiik vault tlie cashiei' was surprised to see tiie eommissloner lock itt 
and put tlie key in his pocket. He immediately retraced liis steps and re-exarained 
every bant, and found tlieir vaults destitute of coin. So mach illustraUve of banh- 
Ing; tiie oilier will llluatrate business Interests. 

Mr. John C. Hogaboam at that time resided In. Monroe. In the spring and summei' 
of 1SS8 he built tlie Monroe City Mills for Fr<Bt & Bureh, The proprietors had an 
abundance of money, but It was of tlie wildcat variety, and tliey were in no way par- 
ticular about advancing any amount of it to tiieir workmen. Each Saturday afternoon 
the contractor would ascertain just how much each man would fake, and how much 
he needed for his own nitu:fcetiiig, and tlien draw that amount and no more. One- 
Saturday niglit, by some error ol caleulaUon, he had four dollars left over. Monday 
morning it was dead. When the mill was ready for nriaing, the contractoi- went to 
Detroit to procure Hie tackle. He was furnished chartered bank notes enough lor 
that purpose, but Frost & Burch, who were merchants, had a lot of wildcat money 
they could not use. This they requested him to take along and buy exchai^e If pos- 
sible, but at all events to trade it off for sometliing. He tried to work It ofl tor tackle 
or sell it for exchange at any rate of discount, iJl tfl no purpose. At last he wandered 
int« a lumber yard. He told the proprietor he wanted to buy about eight hundred 
dollars worth of Imuber if his money would pay for it. "From what bsmk is your 
money?" asked the proprietor. "Tlie bank of Brest," waa the reply. "Well," said 
he, "if I can use it to pay my debts we can trade." In half an hour he retwned with 
the intelligence that he could use it Tlie Imuber was meaam-ed and loaded on a ves- 
sel tliat day. It would not do to leave it in tlie yard over night If the bank should 
fail to open its doors next morning Hie lumber would be reclaimed. Tiierefore no 
rest was taken imtU the lumber was on the lake. 

Tlie railroad liaving been established through Lanesviile, some of Hie Inhabitants 
of Keene and Lenawee villages commenced preparations for moviiy^ liieir efiects to- 
tlie fortunate vllle. January lat, 1889, Anderson & Colvln purchased of William H. 
H. Van Akin one aci'e of land south of the r^lroad track. On the twenty-second day 
of July they purchased land of Beriah H. Lane on tlie west side of High street, and 
on the fifth day of August, 1839, they gm'chased the old Franklin lot, where Mrs» 
Hazlett's house now is. 

Dr. L. Q. Hall came to Hudson in tlie apruig, aod Dr. S. M. Wirts in the fall. Fmik- 
lln Smith opened a store on the west side of tlie creek, and William Baker came in, 
but waa employed in riHlroad surveying. May the twenty-lhhd, Mrs. Phebe P. Lane, 
wife of Beriah H. Laue, Esq., died. The railroad was partly graded, and the job of 
building the Hudson bricks was let to William Winans, of Adrian. 

In the winter of 1839-iO, Andersoii & Col-vln removed a partly finished building from 
Keene, and incorporated it Into the -Franldiu Hotel, ttien bulbiing. 

On the seventh day of February, 1840, Silas Eaton purchased liis old residence lot^ 
on the west side of High street, of Simeon Van Aktn. It is s^d he moved his house 
from Keene, but Charles E. Ames is as sure lie sold his house Hiere to his father,, 
Chtffles Ames. But be that as it may, he came to Hudson immediately after his pur- 
chase, and before mid-summer -was living in bis own house on his lot 

Early in the spring of 1840, C. H. & H. M. Boies came to Hudson and opened a 
genertd store In a long, one story frame buildiiyf which tlien stood on the site of the 
store now occupied by C. E. Beach. At^ustus Fumey Imd moved into his new liouse,. 
which stood just in the rear of tlie block Imown as the Exchai^e Block ; indeed, it - 
afterwards formed a part of the old Exchange Hotel. At the Ume now under consid- 
eration, save the store occupied byMessrs. Boies, just alluded to, and the old hotel 
building, there was no other building nortli of Main street, between Market and 
Cliurch streets. 
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In the spring of 1S40, tlie old iiotel was keirt by D. P. Hannalis. It was a miserable 
building and was abandoned as a hotel in the Enminer or fall of 1840. 

In July, 1&. John C. Hojfaboain and lanilly moved iuto Lanesville from Monroe. 
Mr. Hogaboam came to tlie Bean Creek Country in March of that year, but he did not 
remove his family unUI July. They arrived on the second day, and tliat summer oc- 
cupied a little frame building wMeli stood about where Mrs. Loomis' house now is, 
but the house faced the noi-th. It was a balloon frame upright, with a lean-to of the 
same sort alonu the south side. It was a pretty good liouse in dry weatlier, and a fair 
strainer in wet weather. The family remained liere until the latter part of October, 
wiiea they moved onto their fai-m in Pittslord. The family consisted of the parents 
and ttiree children, John S. Browuell (an apprentice,} and a maiden lady named 
Mudge. During the latter part of July and tlie months of August and September 
Miss Mudge was the only well person In the house. Mr. Hogaboam had tlie ague 
every day, Mrs. Hogaboam tlie clilll fever, Browuell Uie billious fever, and Oie clill- 
dren the ague. 

Mr. Winans, the contractor toi- Uie Lanesville bridges, snWet tJie contracts to^ 
Eaton, Lajie and Chllds. Tliey built tlie bridge over Bean Creek in the summer of 
18*0, and that over tEie swamp west of the village in 184L The bridge over Bean 
Creek was trestle or bent work from TiSBn street to the bank In front of James Cos- 
grove's house. Tliere was a long string of bents, and when, several years afterwards, 
the embankment was made, tiie dirt was filled in around the timljer, leavli^ tJie bents 
standing. The bridge over the swamp was likewise a series of tients, and were filled 
around in tlie same manner. 

In the summer, Drs. Baldwin and Romyne settled hi Hudson. Baldwin remained 
several years, but Romjiie the next season went west and settled m the village of 
Colon, St. Joseph county, Michigan, 

William H, Johnson came to Hudson in 1839 or '40 and engj^ed in trade. For the 
next twenty years he was one of Hudson's busiest men. During tlie war he was 
quartermaster in I3ie United States service, aud made the march with Sherman ta 
the sea. 

John M. Osborn came to Hudson hi flie fall of 1840. He taught the east side school 
that winter in the hack j'oom of W. IL Jolmison'a store. 

This was a year of great political excitement. The Whigs liad been out of power 
for twelve years. Mid extraordinary efforts were made to regain it. Contrary to ex- 
pectation, the times had not improved since 188T, but were constantly growing worse. 
By this time the wildcat banks had run tliejr course and died, and there was indeed 
no cuii'eBcy. In 1838, imd even In 1839, men liad been kept at work, and although 
paid In wildcat money, they were busy, and consequently had no time to grumble. 
But now nearly the whole working class wei'e out of employment, discontented aJid 
complaining. 

The Whigs believed the hard times were all chargeable to the destruction of the 
United States bank, and seemed to believe that wltlt sucli an Institution in die coun- 
try, extravs^ahce and patent violatCou of the laws of trade would go unpanislied. 
They had nominated G«u. Harrison for tlie Presidency, aud adopting coon skina, hard 
cider aud log cabins as Hielr insignia, crying "Corruption" at eveiy breath, they made 
the campaign. On. their haiiners was tlie Inscilption, "13,00 a day and roast beet 
under Harrison; SO.OflJ^ a day and sheep's pluck under Tan Buren." The idle, the 
dissolute, and the unthinking rushed after the banner that promised so much, and 
joined in the hue mid cry against tlie admlnisti'atiou. The material for large proces- 
sions was at hand, for mechanics and laborers had little else to do. Those who could 
suig were employed in vociferating log cabin songs, and those who could not sing 
halloed tliemselves hoarse in the praise of hard eider, Tippecanoe and Tyler too. The 
Van Bureii administration was literally swept out of existence, and the Wh^ parti- 
sans retired to whiter quarters to dream of ttie two dollars a day and the roast beef 
that awaited Ihem under Harrison's administration. 
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The year 1S41 opened gloomily enough. The excitement of the previous j'eai- had 
died with t!ie coming of the winter frosts, imd, now even the most unthinking begaa 
■to floubt the ability of the incoming MmtniatraUon to grant relief from ttie hard and 
still hardening times which oppressed tliein. The Wlilg State adniinistralion went 
into power on the first of January, and the Legislature convened. They literally did 
BOWilng— indeed, they coidd do nothing— for the relief of the people. Having ciied 
cormption and promised reftirm, they found themselves in straightened clrcuni- 
atiuices. To abandon the piiblie works would be to tlu'ow liimdreds more ont of 
employment; to continue them required money, for which they dared not resort to 
taxation, for that would seem to add to rather thivn lighten the burthens of the people. 
In thia dilemma they resorted to the lasne of State script, and with this tiiey pwd tlie 
laborera on the public woris. 

The railroad appropriation bill whs passed on tlie 13th day of Maich, 1841. . It av- 
proprfated $200,000 for tlie conslrnctlon of tlie Southern from Adrian to Hlllsd^e, but 
it liad this restriction : "That the commissioners of Internal improvement be directed 
in making contracts on tlie several works of internal impi-ovement, to make them pay- 
able in drafts upon the several installments of tbe five miiUon loan yet due from Uie 
United States bant, as Siey may become due, or from such funds as may come into the 
treasury to lie credit of Hie internal Improvement fund derivable from tlie five mil- 
lion loan, the sinking fund, or the five per cent, fund; so that the State Bhallinno 
way be responsible for their payment, and so iliat no claim for damages shall be 
made against Sie State in consequence o£ Hie delay or failure of the payment of said 
dralta ; and if contracts at a reasonable price cannot be made under liie above restric- 
tion, th« coiTMJrissioners are ti^vby directed to vuiJie no contracts." These drafts 
were Issued in small denominations and were called script, and this was tlie kind of 
money laborers wei'e paid with. Bfuch of the time it was worth forty-seven cents on 
a dollar. 

The east side school district, No. 5, had been organized In tlie fall of 1840, and this 
apiii^ (1841) botli districts commenced new school houses. That on the east side 
was built by Mr. J. C. Hogaboani, and finished In time for the snminer school. The 
building slill exists, and is now used as a cooper shop, near Qie resldenc* of Mr. 
Samuel C. Perkins, on north High street. When first built it was situated near the 
present residence of Dr. Thomas B. Mlnchln ; it was afterwards removed to Hill street, 
just west of High street, and after its abandomnent for school purposes it was re- 
moved to its present location. 

The west side school house was bulltby Messrs. Wade and Lane. The west part 
of the long building owned by J. E. Boles & Co., on the east side of Soutli Church 
street, was that school house, except tiie porch and tower, which have been i-emoved. 
These latter— tbe porch and tower— were added by a snbscriptJoa taken among Con- 
gregationalism, to ^ve the building something of a ohurchly appearance, for they 
Tiontcmplated holding their services thei'C. The building was finished in time for the 
winter term. 

The Messi's. Boies were ardent Wliigs, and seemed to believe all the campaign 
promises of better times. They projected the erection of a new store building, and 
commenced it early In the spring of 1841. The original Lanesville house was used as 
a shop for the pi'eparation of the flnisli for the store, Wlten well advanced, the shop 
and contents were destreyed by fli'e. ilr. H, M. Boies wilJidrew frem the firm In 
"May, but tlie buildii^ was raised and covered, and tliere work on it stopped for want 
ofmeans. Thebulldlng was finished In the winter of 18©-3. It occupied, the site of 
the present Beardaell & Flyrapton store, and was destroyed by fire about 1853. 

Some time during tills year William Baker opened a store hi Hudson, east side, and 
for fliirty years he was one of Hudson's foremost business men. AlHioufih he did 
not always malic money hi his ventures and sometimes was "hard up," yet Hie pro- 
ducer loved him for his open, frank ways and evident desh'e to pay them all their 
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In the first paper pnWislied in this place I avail myself ot the opportunity of teiidei'- 
iiig thanks to my friends for tlielr libeiul patronage for tlie last twelve years. If we 
refer back to our first setUement in Oils place, we will discover tliat tlie change has 
been wonderf ul.-^roly astonjshhig. Then we had only half a dozen houses Mid a pop- 
ulation eciuftlly as aparae. One of those pioneers Tised to In vite Hie few to ma house for 
Tiubllo worship on the Sabbath. Tlie scenes of those days are fanUIlai to those only 
who passed through them and still anrviye. Peace to ttie aslieH and honor to Hie 
meraorrof Qoodneh,Lane,Pratt,Cobb,and'We!l8. These men labored not only for 
tliemaelves-bnt for others; they were tlie worthiest of ttie worthy. Howiro nave 
three chnrohes which will compare In size and finish with eastern houses, and a pop- 
ulation sufficient to fill them on the Sabbath. Our business has incre«8ed, we are 
still acUng as agenta for the people, and the following gentlemen will exhibit a part 
of the arUelea which we hare for sale : Mr. 8. A. Eaton, 0. S. Ames, and R. Enapp. 
We will wwt upon you wifli pleasing, and of onrai'atatude to you for your kindness, 
pati'onace wid forbearance we will leave it wilii HTin whose mei^ogaMve it is to Junge. 

Hudson, July 4, 1853. TVn-i-rAM Bakbb, Jr. 

The year 1843 was still more gloomy than the preeedlng, and yet the people had 
learned to accommodate tliemselves to tlie times, and were move contented. By tlie 
inexorable law of necessity, the comitry was being deai'ed np. In order to support 
any kind of existence something must be produced, and as crops could not be grown 
In the woods tliose woods must be ont down. There was no market for wood, bnt 
there was a market for ashes, and therefore the timber must be converted Into ashes. 
The pi-oducts to be disposed of bror^ht mei'ely notliii^, for want of market facilities. 
ZFrom Adrian to Toledo and Monroe tliere waa a sort of railway conuminioation, but 
east\vftrd to Buffalo there was none save by lake, and. that was frozen up half of the 
year. Mr, Eldad TrumbiUl, of Pittsford, tolls of selling pork foi- one dollar twelve 
and a half cents per hundred pounds, and paying one dollar and fifty cents a pound 
for tea,— abont one Inuidred and thirty pounds of pork for a pomid of tea,— and poor 
tea at that. But amoi^st farmers and uieehanics an exchange trade liad grown np. 
If a farmer wanted a bam built he would seek some person who wanted land cleared, 
or a yoke of oxen, or a cow, or something to eat, and an exchange of labor or com- 
modities was effected. In this way the country was being cleared up, and substantial 
bams and some frame houses built. The greatest drawbaclt on the prosperity of the 
country was the fact that It was bankrupt. Michigan merchants owed wholesale 
dealers more thon the entire real and personal estate woiUd sell for under the hammer, 
and in turn the people owed the Michigan merchants sufficient sums to make that 
ruinous ag^egate. Under then existing laws every cenf a worth of tie debtor's 
property could be sold on execution. The I«glsl«tnre of 18^ passed an act exempts 
ing personal property, to certain apeoified amonnta, from sale on execution. They 
also passed an act forbidtliug the sale of real estate on execution. If personal prop- 
erty could not be found sufficient to satisfy tlie execution, and real estate waa levied 
on. It waa to be appraised by three disinterested persons at its fair cash value, and if 
moi:e than enough, at two-liiinis of its apprised value, to saMsfy the debt, tlien the 
fljiprtdsBrs set otf by metes and bounds enoi^ of it to satisfy the debt, estlmatliig it 
at two-thirds Its appraised value. If the creditor s^nifled his acceptance within ten 
days and ttie land was not redeemed wifliin six montlis, tlien (he recoMing of tlie ex- 
ecution, levy, appraisal and acceptance opei'atefi as a deed to the ci'edltor. If tlie 
creditor did not accept within ten days, the ofEcer dlaehai-ged the levy. 

Before the enactment of these laws Uie knowledge that property accumulated miglit 
be sacrificed by forced sale operated to discourage accumulation, but these enact- 
ments encouraged farmers and otliers to strive to bettor tlieir condition, and within a 
year or two their beneficial influence became apparent. 

The Legislature also. On the 17th day of February, 1843, by joint resolution, autlior- 
Ized the commissioners of internal improvement to pledge tlie net proceeds of the 
Southern roail for a term not to exceed five yeai-s, to piu-cliase iron to iron it, and tbr 
its completion from Adrian to Hillsdale. 
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At the election held in the fall tha Dcmoerats were successful. The Wlilg ailmlii- 
istraUon Imving failed to perform Its "two dollars a day aiid roast beef" promise, 
stepped down and out, giiietiy remarking tliat Gov. Barry would find only a bogus 
dollar and a teii-peiiuy nail In tlie State treasury. And yet the comitry was gradually 
improving its condition and clearing the way for tlie daiyn of a prosperous era. 

In tlie month of May, 18*3, the locomotive Comet ran Into tlie vliiajte of Hudson, 
and before the close of tlie season cars were ruiuiing regularly to Hillsdale. 

It will lie impossible from tliis point onward to give the history of Hudson in detail. 
It would require a volume to note every arrival and the business career of all her 
business men. We shall have to content ourselves, therefore, witli a brief mention 
of the more important events in her history. Soon after Hie opening of the rwlroad 
to Hudson the two old witfehonses were built,— one by W. L. and E. D. Lamed (now 
the Rodney House), tJie other by H. M. Boies, who returned to Hudson in tlie winter 
of IS^iS. At Hi-st the railroad depot was on the west side of the creek, just west of 
Church street ; but when the road was sold to the Anehlgan Southern Kailroad Com- 
pany, in 1810, they were dtssatislled with Its location mid surroundln;^, and the 
people of the east side offering better accommodations, tlw wateivtnb— there was littie> 
else to the station tlieii— was removed to the vicinity of the Wood street crossing. 
The company was not satisfied yet ; tliey had better water, but no ground for yard or 
buildings. Tiie west side people felt the disgrace and inconvenience of losii^ the 
station, mid resolved to regain it If possible. With Hila in view they bargained for 
the ground which is now Included in the depot grounds, and offered fo donate it to 
the company for depot purposes. The offer was accepted, and tlie depot found a 
resting place. 

Among the men who came to Hudson in 1843 were two who for years afterwards 
were identified wtfJi the business interests of the place,— Lorenzo Palmer and Joseph 
M. Jolmson. Lorenzo Palmer came from Chautauqua county, New York. He was a 
middle-aged man, and brought with him ft large family, two of whom were tlien young 
men. He at first engaged in teaehiug school, then in mercanlJle pursuits, and tor 
many years held offices of trust In the township. He died in October, 1874. 

Joseph M. Johnson was a young man when he came to Hudson. He was bom in 
Yorkshire, Eng., May 13th, 1819, and emigrated to the United States and settled In 
Wayne county, Mich., in 1831. He beeaiue a resident of Hudson in July, 18*3, and 
ei^aged in the manufacture of fumittire. On flie SBd day of February, 1841, he was 
married to Harriet Newell, only daughter of Silas Eaton. From 1848 to 18-^3 he 
was engaged in mercantile business. He was burned out In. tlie spring of 1853. In 
later years Sir. Johnson built one-half of the Arcade Block, and established the man- 
ufacturing establishment on the fiats between Fayette and Mechanic streets. In 
1876 he traded his Hudson property for projierty in Toledo, and removed thither about 
the first of June. 

ITEES. 

Hiiilscm lias had her full share of fives, but we can only notice here her three groat 
conflagrations. Tlie first occurred in IBSH, and although it burned only two buildings, 
was a considerable loss for the Hudson of that period. The second occurred in 1858,. 
and h y It aO tie buildings on the north side of Main sti'eet, from about where BeardseU 
& Plympton's store now stMids t6 Mai'ket street, were destroyed. The third occurred 
on the night ot Sunday, the third day of January, 1864, and destroyed the buildings 
on tlie aoutli side of Main street from Eaton Bros, store to Market street The build- 
ings were all wood, but they were in good condition and afforded much needed 
business places. Tlie loss was esthuated at about 88,000. Temporaiy loss has been 
eventual gahi, however, for in each instance n, better class of huilding! replaced those, 
destroyed. 
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During the war of tlie great rebellion Hudson did her whole duty, both as to men 
and money, to carry on. Uie war. She gnve her DeGolyer, her Presttin, her Carleton, 
lier Piper, her Edwards, and a score or more of otbers, as sacrifices on the alt»r of a 
conimon country. An attempt was made to procure a list of Hudson soldiers, but the 
difficulties to be overcome were so great it could not be accomplished in time for this 

BUSINESS FIRBIS AND VENTUEES. 

The Old Coenbr Stobe.— The busiaess conducted by J. K. Boies & Co.— general 
stare— was established in early times, and wiHi the exception of a single year, per- 
haps, has been continuous. The Hon. Henry M. Boies came to Lanesviile in 1840, or 
IherealKiuts, and in the Hummer of 1840 was in trade with Curtis H. Boies. Ho sold 
out his interest in May, 1841, purchased a stock of goods, and oiwned trade in Troy, 
N. T. He could do nothing there on aecoimt of tiie cruahii^ times, and thinking he 
eould do better in Jackson, Michigan, witli the consent of his creditors he removed 
his stock thither. Hard limes were there also, and in the winter of ISiaa he a^iun 
removed his stoclc, tills time to Hudson, and again went In trade vrfth CurUs H. Boies. 
The partners divided their business about 1845, and Henry M. started business for 
himself. He buUt the building on the nortiieast comer of Main and Market streets, 
lately used as a bowling alley, in the winter of 18*0. About 1848 John K. Boies came 
to Hudson and commenced work for his brother. In the course of time the business 
took the name of H. M, Boles & Brother, under which style it was conducted many 
years. About 185* they built the brick store at the comer of Msdn and Church streets, 
and about 1855 sold out their business to the stock-store people, but fliat Institution 
going under soon attei', sold in turn to tiie Boieses, and under their management it 
has continued ever since. Some years later, Henry M. withdrew to ei^i^e In the 
wholesale trade in New Tork, and then John K. took the helm. Its style has varied 
— once J. K. Boies, once James, Mosher & Co., and again J. K. Boies & Co. — but it 
has ever been under the same management. No one knows except tlie founder how 
many discouragements were met in Hie early years of this business liouse. lu IMT It 
■was really bankrupt, bnt, tlianks to the pluci of the proprietor, the community never 
knew it, and subsequent prosperous years enabled tlie house to pay all its liabilities, 
and to-day its founders count their wealth by tens of thousands. About 1871 tlie 
Hon. Henry M. Boies closed up his business in New York and opened a business 
house in Chicago. So much for pluck, IndnstiT and skill, in the management of a 
business boa'K. 

Exchange Bank.— Tliis instltuWon was founded !n 1855, by Henry M. Boles and 
NatliaiiKude, but the entire control and management of it has been in the hands of 
flur townsman, Mr, Nathan Bude. That the management has been successful, every 
business man knows. Several years later, John K. Boies became interested in the 
bank, since whicii Ume the firm has been known as Boies, Rude & Co, Several 
monllis since Mr. Kude was compelled, by failing health, to give up the maiiagement 
of thfe bank, since which time its management lias devolved ujwn tlie Hon. Joiin K. 

Another Great Mill Project.— In IMT or '48 Hudson had her second mill ex- 
citement. About that time one Bollin, or Eolland, came to Hudson and proposed to 
put up a mammoth flouring mill. Immediately after the abandonment of the original 
saw miH, the new race was dug and a new saw mill built on the site of the present 
grist mill of Tucker & Wiggins. This mill property Kollin bought, or bai'gained for, 
ajid gave out a bill of timber for the new mill. His pretence was that he had just 
drawn a large prize in a lottery— f50,000 lie said— and would realize his money in a 
short time, but it was important to push the mill right along, and he proposed to 
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make a teniporaiy loan, to be repaid as eoou as ills money was receive<I. ITeloaiiect 
considerable money o£ Dr. S. M. Wlrts, and "W. H. Johiiaon, who was tlien in trade, 
honored his orders lor the payment of his workmen. Tlie timber was liaiiledon to the 
ground and the work of ftaming went busily on. The proprietor was a great stickler- 
lov nice work, A pattern was made for eacli sized mortise, and the mortise mnst 
be beaten so tliat the pattern would fit it perfectly, and the timber when finished 
looked as \t planed, Thns matters progressed until Uie frame was nearly ready 
tor the rMaii^, and Uien Eolliu discovered he had no prize, bnt lie took himself 
out of tJie way before his frieniJs found it out. . Dr. Wirfs and William H. Johnson 
found thenselves short of a large sum of money, with only a lot of timber to show 
for it. To prevent an entire loss, it was resolved to build flie mill on a reduced scale, 
and run it by steam alone. It had been intended to use both water and steam power.. 
Accordingly the mill was raised on the railroad ground directly east of Wood street. 
It was finished and run severa] years, Renerally, it is thoi^ht, at a loss to tlie 
operators. At last tlie frame was sold to Edwin M, Ilulbm'd, who took it down and 
piled the timber by his mill, witli the intention of building a large addition there- 
to, but the project was abandoned. 

Tub Hulbbed Mill.— In the ineantiuie old uncle Simeon Tan Akin became the 
owner of the water power, and converted tbe sawmill into a grist mill, but before it 
had been operated long, Brearleyand Hnlburd became the owners. They made 
several additions to it tfl increase its capacity, and were opening a good business,, 
when the war began. Brearley abont tiiat time sold his hiterest in the mill to Mr. 
Hulburd, who proposed, as above stated, to enlarge It, but before flie work was 
begun he accepted a Captain's coimuission in the ISth regiinent of Michigan Infantry, 
and was absent from his business nntil the dose of the war. When he returned ha 
found himself unable to make the entaigement. The old bnildlng needed repidrh^, 
and there was a new dam to be bnilt. These necessary repairs added to his embar- 
rassment, and finally In tlie spring of 18TB he deeded the property to the mortgagees, 
who sold It to its present proprietors. Tucker and Wi^ins. 

The Stock Sto»k.— About tiie j-eai- 1853 the farmers became dissatisfied with tbe 
course of trade, and thouglit they could manage Oielr own business withont tlie aid of 
middle-men. So a company was organized for mercajitlle and forwarding pm'poses.. 
The project was to start a store, lu chaige of an agent, at which store the stoeliholders, 
were to piu'chase goods at ten per cent, advance on New York cost, and others should, 
pay a larger, but at the same lime a reasonable profit Their produce was to be f oiv- 
iTarded to Hew York, sold by a commission house, and the farmer was to receive the 
whole price, less the coat of transportation Mid sale. The stock was subscribed, Mr. 
Edwin F. Wells employed as agent, and a store opened. Prices did come down, of 
course, and the merchants found tlieir beat onstomers leaving thein. They tried ta 
brave tlie storm by furnishing goods at reduced rates, bnt they found that a ruinous 
business, and H. II. Boles & Brother offered to sell tlielr stock to the assoclatiou. The 
offer was accepted, and the stock store moved into tlie comer store building. Here 
they carried on business for a wliile, unljl it became evident that there was fault in 
the management, for appIica,tions for payment of bills began to be made directly to> 
stockholders. An investigation was had, and it was found that tJie iuslitntiou was- 
bankrupt. The stockholders must now put their hands ui tlieh- own packets to 
uiakeuptlia losses, but they resolved to stop that leak, and sold the iastitufiou out. 

The Spoke Factory.— In 1852 or '53, Mr. Alexander M. Oooboek bnilt a two- 
story wood building, on Hie site o£ the present spoke factory, for the purpose of 
nianutftctiiring wagons. From manufacturing his own spokes, hubs and felloes, he 
got to manufacturing tor shipment, and afterwards a ftlr. Kunson became associated; 
witli him. Soon afterwards tlie Imilding burned down. Mr. Oeobock retired from, 
tlie business, but 'Munsoii undertook to ri^biiiltl on a more extensive scale. Samuel 
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DeGolyer came here aiid joined Muiison in tlie enteipiise. JIuiieou became in- 
voived, aud tliroi^li some management lie retired, and Samue! DeGolyer managed 
tlie business as agent, his New York brotlier ostensibly owniiyf the biislness. De- 
Golyei wasapatrioficraaJi; tlie first tap of Hie reemiting drum fired him for action. 
He went into the army In command of company F, 4tli Michigan infantry, and 
James DeGolyer took his place. Soon afterwards the business nwne was James De- 
Golyer &Co., Sanmer8wIdow(forhe had died of a wound received at Ticksbutg), 
Tieli^f the compaiij'. In the spring of 1876, Mr, William A. Wliitney (who had 
married the widow DeGolyer and had been managing her Interest), bought out Jamoa- 
DeGolyer, and now tlie business firm was Whitney & Co. UnUl tlie financial panic 
of 1878 the factory was doing a good business. Since tlien it has sympathized witli 
the general depression In manufacturing interests. 

The Tanhbkt was for several years one of the business institutions of the town. 
It was owned aiidoperatedbySamuelEddy, but It Is believed never was a paying in- 
stitution. 

The business ventui'ea originating since ISflO do not properly belong tfl our flieme, 
and, with one or two exceptions, will not at tiiis time be noticed. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

The first attempt at jouniiUisni in tJie township and village of Hudson w.is made 
by William H. Bolshy, on the lith day of July, 1853. The pai>er was called tiie Hud- 
son SenUnel, and Mi. Montgomery was both editor and proprietor. About the 
beginning of the next year, Caunlff & Montijomery beeaine the proprieters of the 
Senitnel, and Andrew C. Mei'cer editor. In November Mr. Caimifi appeared as editor 
and proprietor, Joseph 6. Davenport publisher, and in December, Davenport becam.e 
editor and proprietflr. The paper was booh after consolidated with the MieMgan 
BepvbUean, and was published for a short time at Adrian by one Hobart, proprietor. 
On tiie 13th day of September ia55, a new paper appeared. It was called the Hudson 
Cotwl«i-,,and was published by a company, as follows; H. M. Boles, W. H. Johnson,, 
Enos CauntfC, Benjamin Turner, A. C. Mercer, L, G. Hall aiid Alonzo Pahner. A. C. 
Mercer was editor. 

August 15th, 1857, Still another new paper appeared, Uie Saturday Evening News, E. 
Wolverton editor and proprietor. This paper was succeeded, Marcli seth, 1868, by the 
Hudson Qasette, W. T. B. Schei-merhom editor and proprietor. The Gazette has con- 
tinued for eighteen years under one management, and has been an able yillage paper. 
It was printed first as a neutral sheet, then as an independent. Although for several 
years it was tlionght its Independency leaned, It adhered to that motto until the sum- 
mer of 1876, wten It came out sqnardy for tiie Democracy. It has always been an 
able papei', and for many years it was tiie pet of all Hudson households, no matter 
what the shade of tJieir political opinion was. 

Late in 1862 Titns Babcock started a Republican newspaper in the village of Hud- 
son, which he named the Heralil. He continued to run the paper until in 1865 he 
was succeeded by Russel D. Babcoel: and Daniel Russell ; tiiey were in turn succeeded 
by A. H. Pattee, who clianged the name to Transcript, ajwl he. In tiie spring of 1868, 
byLi^rd ftPenfield, who again changed tlie name to Post ChaunceyW. Stevens suc- 
ceeded to the majiagement of tlie paper sometimG in tlie year 1869, A. H. Pattee in 
1870,and James M.Scarritt In the spring of 1873. Dming Uie latter piu-t of the owner- 
ship of Pattee, Dr. Andrews was editor Mid niant^r. 

When Mr. Scarrltt assumed the management, in U\e spring of ISra, he found less 
than two hundred payii^ subscribers, and tliat the offlce had no reputation for job 
work and but little material to do job work with. The only press that could be nSed 
was a Washington. Scarcely any one would subscribe for the paper,— its several 
elumses had inviirialily been to the pccinnary Ioks of its subscribers, and they would. 
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tniat it no more. A few woiUd trust it for three moiitlis, and a few reckiess per.wna 
for six inontha, but none- longer. It was bwiier business than starting a new 
paper that would bave a reputaUon to make ; this had ooe reputation to obliterate antt 
another to make. The first year's business showed a loss of about eiglit hundred 
ikiUars; the second scarcely p^d, but a reputation bad been made, and thencefor- 
ward the progress has been steady and constant. Instead of less than two hmidred 
snbsoribera It has (Kept. 15, 1876,) one tliousand five himdred and sixty. In place of 
the one Waahinfiluii press, the office has a power newspvper press and a power job- 
ber, driven by steam, and a better supply of material Hian is found in many inland 
city offices. As a business manager, Mr. Scamtt has but few equals. 

Altlioi^ilt Hudson now has but two papers. Hie Hme was tliat It liad three as neat 
papers as are publlslied anywhere. Immediately after the Eev. Jesse T. Webstei- 
assumed the duHes of rector of Trinity church, Hudson, he commenced Mie publica- 
tion of the Pceoi-rt, a montJily parish newspaper, as an aid in parish work. This 
paper he enlni^^ and Improved until, under a change of name, it became the organ, 
first of one, then of two dioceses. It was a beanHhd and able religious journal, and 
was printed at Uie oHice of die Hudson Post until some time after tlie editor's removal 
to Detroit, when it was removed thither. 

CRIME. 

Although, perhaps, Hudson has bad her full sliaie of petty crime, slie bns hnd but 
■one imu'der (an infant), and but one suicide, and of the other crimes tliat shock com- 
munities it has had only one,— the robbery of the People's Bank, in 1864. 

William W. Treadw^l was the son of Urjns TreadweJI, and was bom and brought 
up on a farm in Hie township of Plttsford. He attended audi schoola aa Hudson and 
Pitteford then enjoyed, and flff«rwarda graduated in a business course in an Ohio in- 
stitution. After his return to Hudson he clerked It for a while in a dry goods store, 
and then lor a short time was in the dry goods trade with William W. Palmer. Alter 
leaving Palmer be asked and obtained permission to assist in Qie People's Bank, then 
owned by the Bon John M. Osbom, without salary, just to learn the business. He 
was apt, punctual and faithful, and mastered the business rapidly. At lengtli he be- 
came a partner in the bank, and finally, in 1850, Osbom sold his interest In the bank to 
Hrias and William W. Treadwell. In 1862, be married Mary E. Hester, of Huron 
county, Ohio, and a little while before the rebbery, became sole proprietor of the 
bank, his fattier allowing the use of his name to assist his son. In stature William 
was oonsiderabie below the average height, slender in foi-m, and had a very dark 
complexion. He had by his pleasant ways and obliging disposition made himself 
very popular amoug the farmers and business men, and his safe contained large sums 
of money deposited on account of such friendship. In December, 1863, the treasurers 
of tlie townships of Htlsford, Roilin and Hudson commenced to deposit their collec- 
tions, whieli, increasliw day by day, would be allowed to remain tliere until February 
1st, when the larger part would be witlidrawn to pay State and county taxes. It now 
seems that he had matured a deep scheme of dark vilMny, lor on the 16th day of 
January, 1864, he sent letters to all tlie bankers ol Detroit, Toledo, Cleveiaud and 
Chicago, cnclosii^ drafts on the Continental Bank, Kew York, asking for discount, 
or in plain words, a loan. The bodies of the letters were alike, except as to amount; 
the address and postscript varied. Here is a sample ; 

PEOPLE'S BANK. 
Ubias Tbbadweli,, Pres. 
W. W- TnEADWELL, Cash. Hitdsmi, Mlah., J(m. IGOi, ISS-f. 

Deny S^r,'— Herewith I enclose my draft on Continental Bank, New Y'ork, for 
$1,000. Please send me proceeds in treasury notes per United States Express. 
Tours respeotfuljy, 

W. W. Tkeadweli., Cashier. 
P. S.— Do you knep 5-20 bonds for sale. T. 
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These letters and drafts were diapatelied by the malls Saturday, Jan. IStii, and lie 
■evidently expected to get returns by Tuesday night. 

Tnesday morning he went to Adrian and procured of the banks there $4,500. On 
his retamfrom Adrian he canled in his liand a small black sacheL He went imme- 
diately y> Mr. Galusha, the express agent, and Inqidred for money packages, aiicl 
received seven packages from as many banks. Mr. QaJosha, remarked, "Yon are re- 
-.lelving considerable money." ■ "O," said Treadwell, "that is not all I have got," 
throwing aslAe the lapel of his overcoat and exhibiting the Adrian packages in the 
anside pockets thereof. These packages he put into the sachel, and going to flio 
bank threw it under the ennnter, giving it a careless kick, as tliough of hnt little eon- 
seqnenee. On Wednesday he received several move packages, but yet the banks had 
not alJ responded, He evidently feared to wait kmger, and tlie sequel shows that his 
lears were well founded. 

That (Wednesday) niglit the clerk of the bank (Mi. Webb) and Chester C. Pease 
spent the evening with some lady friends in the south part of the tillage, and instead 
of retumii^ to his boarding place that night, Mr. Webb went out to his f atlier's house, 
a little south of Lowe's mill. He came Into town next morning and proceeded to the 
bank. The bank building bad been burned in the ilxe of the 3d of January, and tem- 
iwrary quarters had Iwen provided for it in the hardware store near by. Pease saw 
Webb go towards flie bank and started to go in that direction, but he met Webb, ashy 
pale. '■Chet," said he, "Hiere is somethuig wrong; I can't open the safe." "Per- 
haps," said Pease, "BUlyiias changed tlie combination." "Ko," replied Webb, "he 
never does that wifliout tcllii^ me." So saying, Uiey reached tlie store. Again and 
i^faln was trial inade witliout success. At this Juncture a Now York "I'umier" came 
in and said, "Lot me try It." He took hold of the knob, ^id In a few minutes the 
door swung out on its hinges. But what a discovery I The well-fiiled safe of the 
night before was empty— every dollar in currency had flown. "Where is Troadwell?" 
was the nest inquiry; but he eould nowhere bo found, and then the fact became 
patfint tlMt he had ivbhed the bank and run away. Then Galusha told of the little 
black sachel, but it, too, was gone. An examination of the books showed he had 
taken forty-two tliousand dollars in round numbers from the safe, but the money he 
obtained of the banks did not go Into the safe nor onto the books. He scdd nothing to 
Sis clerk of those transaeUons. To'say there was intense excitement conveys but a 
faint idea of the aituaUon, Money deposited to await iuvestment, the soldiers' earn- 
ings, and the widow's mite all wers gone. Sio Intense was the excitement that It was 
almost unsafe tor the grief ■Stricken father to appem' upon the streets. A partner of 
his guilty son,— only in name, yet so far as the people knew, a real partner,— he was 
supposed to be, as he really was In law, answerable for Hie sums entrusted to tlie 
bank. The powers of the law were invoked, and before night a score of suits had 
been commenced, and the bailiff's voice became familiar as houseliold words to his 

Prom all the information afterwards obtained, it appears that after the clerk left 
the bank Tuesday niglit, Treadwell returned and trimsferi'ed the money packages 
from the safe to his black sachel. About two weeks previous he had sent his wife to 
her father's house on a visit, and he was for tlie time being boarding at the Exchange 
Hotel. About ten o'clock ho sauntered into the oflee, sachel in hand, and, request- 
ing the clerk to call hUn for the morning train, went to his room. 

At three o'clock Thursday morning, January 31st, 1864, WlUiamW. Treadwell, 
sachel in hand, wended his way to the depot. He carried with him his father's 
wealth, the savings of the widow and the fatherless, as weii as the thousands of the 
rich men, but be left Iwhind a crushed and heart-broken father, home aud home asso- 
aaalions, but above all, and more than all, his honor and his integrity. He carried 
thousands of dollars, but the hand that grasped it was a felon's hand. 

The reader shall not be wearied with a recital of the means resorted to for his cai>- 
iiitc Suffice It to say tliat the telegiaoh wm put In requisition, and the various pohits 



>y Google 



83 THE BEAN CltEEKTALLET. 

informed of the robbery and flight The discounted drafts commenced arriving at 
the Condnentftl Bank on the aoOi, and, so great was tlie eonfidenee In the People's 
Bank, alUiough Its accoimt was already overdrawn, the bimk oflieerB paid flie drafts 
presented to the amount of $7,000 before a dispatch sent the 81st apprised tliem of 
the condition of aff^rs. Five thousand dollars aiiived after his departure, but tlie 
express a^^cnt at once returned It to tlie banks from whlcli It came, 
rebruary llUi, ISftt, the following diapateU \vm reeeived at Hudson : 

Massfibld, O., Feb. 11, 1S(H. 



What shall I do? 

Mr. Keech was oa the police force at Slajisfleld, had formerly known Treadwell, 
and seehig him in a cai'riage at Mansfield depot, he at once arrested him. The offleers 
lit Adrian were at onco notifled, and in a Uttle time Sheriff Hongli, W. H. TValby, J. 
M. Osbom, J. J. Ilogaboam and some others were on tlielr way to Mansfield. Before 
leaving Adrian, however, they learned tliat TreadWell had procured a writ of habeas 
corpus returnable before the Probate Judge immediately. Keeoh was iiistsTieted to 
procure counsel ai\d prolong the matter until flic arrival of the party. They have a 
peculiar law in Ohio which provides that If while a person Is before a court oa ft writ 
of habeas oorpue, a sheriff of another State, with a proper warrfflit, demands the 
prisoner, the court shall make an oiiler for Ids removal without waliang for a reciuisl- 
tlon. Keech, as directed, employed counsel, and Hiey (there wei'e two of them) raised 
and ai^ed objections uuUl ten o'clock at night. One of fliem was on tlie floor speak- 
ing when tlie party arrived, and, looking over his shoulder at the party, he conthiued, 
"But I see, your Honor, the sheriff of Lenawee county has arrived with a proper 
warrant for the prisoiWs arrest, and he now demands an order for his removal." 
The Michigan papers were immediately examined and an order made for Trcadwell's 
removal. 

As soon as Keech could be got aside the question was a.s]£od '"Where's the sactiel?" 
As soon as Keech coidd collect his thoi^ts he answered ; ''Wlien I arrested Tread- 
well tJiero was amanandawomanhi theeaiTiagewithlilm. There was a little black 
sachel on Uie seat, but as Ti'oiidwell did not claim It I left it, supposing it to belong 
to the woman." A little more inquiry re.vejJed the fact that the man and woman 
were Treadwell's father-in-law and wife, and that the man took the saohel iuto the 
ears witli him. Hester was seen, bnt he denied luiy knowledge of sachel or money. 
Tread well was brought t« Adrian and lodged in jail. 

After he had been in jail a few days, Tread well offered to make an assignment for 
ttie benefit of his creditors, but claimed to have only ,f^,000. In consideration of his 
assignment he wanted all pi'oaecuHons dropped, his ei'editors to sign a pajjer to tliat 
effect. This fliay unanimonsly declined to do. 

On tlie 80th day of March, Treadwell made an assigiimont to Charles M. Croswell, 
the assignment to become operative when the creditors should sign the desired agree- 
meuL He made a detailecl statement of his affairs, froiu which it appeared his total 
assets wei'e S31,489.1T, his f ather-ln-iaw was to put in 830,000 more, imping in all 
861,489.17. He also stated his IhtbiUUes to be $6fi,190,61. Believing It to be tlie best 
that could be done, many of the ei'cditors signed the agreement; but so many refused 
the offer went for noHiinji;. 

On the seventh day of May Hester came to Hudson to talk up Treadwell's matters. 
It was ffenei-ally helieved he had the money. The boys held an Impromptu meeting 
in front of the hotel and discussed the matter. Warmh^ up, some of the boys ex- 
pressed their belief In thoefftcacy of mob-lawin such cases. It hapi>cned his room 
was so located he could hear every word lliat passed. He became so frightened that 
he dressed himself, went down Bie hack stairs, and walked to Clayton, where he 
took the morning train home. 
Ti-eadwell was tried and Mnvkteii Prlila.F, .Tnty Ist, and rciimmleil for senli'iice.. 
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About fivo o'clock tlie same afternoon lie escaped tr<nii jail in company iviili .lohii 
Cowell, a convicted horse thief. 

On tlie 14tlt day of July Hie body ol a man was found in flie woods In Wood comity, 
Olilo, one mile from any road, and about lliirty-aix miles from Adrian. The bodj- 
was badly decomposed, but the unfortunnfe victim liad received a aeries of severO' 
blows on tlie head, for there was a laise fracture of Uie skull on the right side. A 
cJub lay near the body, also a part ol a lunch tied up lu a calico rag. A Mrs. Eastmiai, 
Uvii^ about two miles from the place where the body was found, testified that on the 
fourth day of July two men called at her boase for dinner. The smaller of the two 
men paid for tlie dinner and also lor a lunch which, sho gave tUem tied ap In a pieco 
of calico. The larger of the men carried a sort of dub. She klentlfled the calico iinii 
atri:^ found by tlie body as being those slie g^ve Bie two men, and the club -as tiiat 
carried by one o£ tlie men. A laiiy living In Hester's neigbborhood, beins at Napole- 
on at the time tlie body was found, related the matter on het return home, Hester at 
once suspected the truth, went to Sandusky and caused Cowell's arrest on suspicion. 
When ai'rested he had fSOO in bis possession. It was tdso said be had liad larger 
luiiounta and a gold watdi. This be denied, but be said Ti'endwell gave liim Slid an^ 
his gold watch wlien they parted, at two o'clock on tlio morning of tlie fifth ol JiUy,. 
Tread well saying lie was going to Omaha. 

Hester aud Mra. Treadwell went to Napoleon. The remains were so deeomposeft 
as to reudei' identification impossible, but tiiey identified some fifteen articles found 
on the body as Tread well's property. 

At tho tilal of Cowell, whicii took place ui ilay, ISSJ, Mrs. Ti-eadn-ell Icstmed fliat 
before Treadvrell left tlie Adrian jail she managed to glTO hhn 8900 m SlOO bills. A 
portion of iiiem were on tiio Union Bank, of Roclieater, N. Y., and one such bill was 
found with Cowell at the time of his arrest. Dr. Horai* Welch, of llndson, Identlfled 
the boily by peculiar workmansidp on the teetli. CoweU was convicted, and was es- 
ecuted Jidy 7tli, 18(S. 

As soon as it was found tliat Treadwell was dead, tlie creditors petitioned lor 
probate of Ills estatj), and letters of administration wore granted to Channcey L. 
Treadwell, of Wlieatland. Sidts were brought against Hester to recover the money,, 
and alter considerable delay a large sum was recovered. The creditors bad paid two 
assessments to carry on tliu piosecuUon, and hoped to realize at least a poi-tton ol tlielr 
elalms out of the proceeds ol the Judgment; but so great vrere tlie expenses of the 
trial, and the amount claimed by attorneys so lai^e, that, aside from ttip return of tho 
iiniouiits paid on assessments, tliey reall7.ed notiitng, 

OEGAXIZATIONS.-C;i]rKClTE.S. 

CoNOKKtiATioiiAiJST.— In a former section it was stated that early In liSJtj a Pres- 
byterian cburcli was organized at Hie bonse ol Alpheus Pratt, in Pittsford. The Eev. 
David Pratt became pastor ol that church In June loUowing, which relation existed two 
years. The Eev. D.E.Dixon succeeded to the pastorate soon after. Daring Mr. Pratt's 
pastorate tlie name of tJie chureli had been changed from Hie "Presbyterian Cbnrch 
of Bean Creek" to tJie "Presbyterian Church ol Hudson and Pittsford," and now, on 
tlie seventh day ol May, 183B, it was resolved that the First Pi'esbytei'lan Chiuub of 
.Hudson and Pittsfoi-d be organized into a Congregational church, to be called tho 
Oongregattonnl Churoh of Hudson and Pittsford, ' Salmon Trask, Elijah B. Seeley 
and Nelson B. Eowley were elected deacons. At a churcli meeting held on the first 
day ol Stay, iSil, It was ordered tiiat Hie ehurcb of Hudson and Pittsford slionld: 
thereafter be known as the First Congr^ational Church of Hudson. 

Home time in 1841 tlie Eev. J, W. Pierce became pastor ol tho church, and tiiat rela- 
tion existed until the summer of 184*. During that year large accessions ivere made 
lo tiie church niembeMhlp Irom Jjhe arrival of Prisbyterlans and Congregatiim- 
iilists in the eommunitj'. Samuel Van Fleet, Abram,Mary L., WillJnm R. and Ruloff 
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Leonai'd, Edmimtl niut Eunice Childs, Bai'bara, Jacob and Mary Eobbins, Noble, 
Susftmiftli, Harriet N. and Sarah B. Squier, lienjftiiiiii luid Sarali Bevier, and Ezekiel 
and Saraii Lowe were received by letter. 

The Bpili^ of 1843 was a season of revival Influence, and on the lOtti daj' of April 
Andrew Wade and wife, Oren Whitmore, Warren M. Colgrove, Mrs, A. W. Chllds, 
BOSS Mary O. I.oomis and Miss Jane Keith, were admitted to church membership on 
profession of talth, and Ijomael Squler and Julia Bcvec were received by letter. On 
llie asth day of April Messrs. Trask, Seeley and Rowley were re-eleeted deacons. 

At a church meeting held at the school house in Eeene, Chrisfopher, Elii'iibeth and 
Jane Clement, Barbara and Marj- Robblns, Taniar F. Douglas, Lonisa Colwell, Mar- 
gMet Wilcox and Nelson XI. Eowley weva dismissed and renouniipnded to the church 
^n Wheatland. 

Oa the aotli day of Jnne; 1848, the elmrch dissolved its conneclion witli the Presby- 
tery, and soon after united irith the Jactson Association of CiinjjccffationBl churches. 

Early in the springof 18*4 the Rev. Isaac Crabb, a Pi'esbyterlantlfrgjraan, became 
flie pastor of tlie church. At a church meeting held June 33rt, a dLitjnguiKluHl mem- 
ber was presented for gatliering sap on Sunday. The church tofik uo action in tliat 
^witicuiar case, but adopted the foiiowiug resolutions; "t. In the opliiiim of this 
church it is a violation of the fourtli commandment to travel on the Sabbath, and we 
cantion our bretiiren and sisters against st-arling; on a Journey, or arriving at their 
place of destinaUon, or returning home on the Sabhatii. 3. It is a violation of tlie 
feurtli commandment to work in harvest or haying on the Sabbath, and we caution 
our membera lo beware of any temptation that may arise to gather gnBii or hay on 
tliat day. 8. That it is not a work o£ necessity to gatiier anp on the Sabbath in any 
<iase whatever." 

The pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Cralib terminated on the first day of April, IdiS, and 
lie was succeeded by the Rev, Robert Laird. During tlic winter several members of 
She Coi^jregatlonaJ cliurch, witliout taking letters of dismissal from it, had proceeded 
ito oiga^xa a Presbyterian church. On tlie sixth day of April the Congresalional 
brethren, in church meeting assembled, appointed a committee U> labor with the of- 
fending members, and if they did not return to report them to the Presbytery. 

At some point of time the church had dissolved its connection with the Jackson 
Association and united with the Monroe Presbytery, and June 1st, 184fi, Jesse Smith 
lyas, elected a delegate to the Presbytery to, be hcid at Clinton on tlie third day of that 
latnitii. 

,J!n,Fetouarj-, 1846, Messrs. Seeley, Trask and Avery were elected deacons. 

The winter of 1845-8 was a great revival season in Hudson. I'ho Rev. Mr. Laird 
«ondncted the meetings on tlie part of this church. As a result of the winter's cam- 
ftiE^gn against sin, Samuei and Lucy Day, Myndert Bovee, Bradley I*omis, William 
rand Julia Ann Smith, Julia Ann Eeliey, Lorenzo Smith, Henry Goodrich, Susan A. 
Trask,MarySiample, James Bevier, and Anna Maria Lane were admitted to member- 
«liip on piobatiom 

In the sprtag of 1847 a church building was commenced, and It was completed and 
dedicated eiiriy in Hie spring of 1848. In September, 1848, the labors of tlie Rev. Mr. 
iLtdrd terminated, and the pastorate remained vacant nntil the following May, except 
«ecaalonal services by visiting clergymen, yet the church maintained its services by 
(prayer iind conference. The church sent a delegate this year to the Jackson Associa- 
^on and tilso one to the Presbytery. Mr. Jesse Smith represented die church at thii 
jfiist, and :&biel Cobum at the otlier. 

'May Slst, IBW, the Bev. John W. Baynes, a Presbyterian clergyman, became pastor 
■of the church. The call was in these words: "Tliat this church and society will 
give Ave Kev. J. W. Baynes a, call to become our pastor, for the sum of four hundred 
dollars a year so long as said connection shall exist between him and us, in iiopes ere 
long to afford him ji more ample support" Modem clergymen would consider them- 
selves on short allowance With such a salary, but Mr. Baynes preached as often, and 
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id lalwra was as abundant aa aiiy who receive ample salaries. He remained iu tlifr 
pastoriUie of tlie cliiircli until 1864, and was in all respects a iiwdel paafwr. At b> 
clinrch meeting held this summer, (1849), llic lollowing resolution was adopted : 

Resotoed, That for tlie purpose of meeting the views of tliose fellow-cliriatians o* 
the Presbyterian order who way liereafter nnite with this church, should any case 
ol discipline arise in which fJiey may be personally concerned, the book of disciplina 
in use by the Presbyterian church in file United States may be taken aa Uie rule- 
and guide, if a majority of the persona interested shall prefer it, the standln 
committee of this chnrch 1>eing in lieu of the seasion of a Presbyterian church, ifi 
being dearly understood, however, that this resolutioii shall never be construed a* 
affeeiiug, in the least degree. Hie general order and discipline of this church m its 
organization as a Congregational church. 

On the mil day of October, 1860, the Rev. J. W. Baynes was hisfalled pastor of the 
First Congregational church, by the Monroe Presbytery. The Kev. J. B. Taylor., 
Moderator, presided. Kev. W. Cocltran read tiie Scriptures. Rev. W. Watson offereA 
prayer. Rev. H. H. Northop preached from Actjs xx : 31. The Moderator proposed 
the constitutional questions. Rev. 6. C. Cuitis offered Uie installation prayer. Eev<. 
J. Mont«ith addressed the pastor, and Rev. J. B. Taylor the congiHiSHtion. Benedio^ 
tion by the pastor. 

At the meeting for the election of ofBcers, in 1852, pending the election of deaeons» 
the question of the eligibility of females to vote was riJsed, and iiie pastor, says tiie 
record, took occasion to state his views on the subject, showing Uiat such a course 
would be contrary, not only to the usual manner of doing such business in tills churd* 
ierelotore, but also at variance with the usage of Congregational churches in botli. 
Old England and New England, that it would be subversive of order, and might lea* 
to other disoiilers ; and especially that It ^vas directly contrary to the teaxiliings of (he 
Woi'd of God as cont^ned in 1 Cor. xiv:84, Ho. aud 1 Tim. ii: 11, 13. Notwithstanding 
the expressed views of the pastor, ti\o ehuieh decided, by a vote of ey?ht to five, to 
allow females to vote,— against which decision the pastor aud Mr. Jesse Smith pro- 

, At a meeting of Hie climvih held on the IGtli day of Jlarch, 3858, they voted "that 
this church witiidi-aw fi'om the Monroe Presbytery, and tiiat our pastor he InstructetL 
to ask for a letter of diamissiou at the next regular meeting of the Presbytery." 

ALa chnrch mpetiiig held March 16th, 1854,— the last at which Rev. Mr. Baynes pre- 
sided,- delegates were elected to Uia Southern Mlclilgau Association, with instrtrntion* 
to ask the admission of tliis cliurcli Into said association. Since the cominoucement. 
of Mr. Baynes' pastorate, thirty-seven persons had united with the church on profes- 
sion of f altii, and nhiefeen by letter ; seven had been dismissed by letter, and two 
excommunicated. One of the oldest' members had illed— Deacon Sidmon Trash. 
Among those who united with the church during that period, we discover the names- 
of many of Hie most prominent and active members of tiie cliiurcli at the present time, 
vii: Augustus Kent, Hon. J. K, Boles, L. P. Wliitney, nud Deacon S. B. Pease. 
The church was temporarily supplied until November, 185*, when the Rev. Atwater 
became its pastor. 

At a church meeting held February 20tli, 1856, a committee was appointed to ascer^ 
tain what articles of faith have been adopted by Hiis church for tlielr use ; also to 
prepare aud recommend for adoption by the church a set of articles and covenant; 
also a set of rules and declaration for the regulation of tiie chui'oh, and to prepare a. 
history of the church, all of whicli, together with a catalogue of the members, to be 
printed in a iQanual for tiie use of the church. Moses Hume, SaiQuel B. Pease and 
A. L. TTIll were such committee. The committee reported March IBth articles of 
f^th, a covenant, aud rules of discipline. The covenant was adopted. It "being Ih* 
one adopted hy tite Monroe Presbytery." The articles of faith reported "were those- 
whldi ivere adopted by the Monroe l4esbyl«ry in IS56," but action on them, as welB 
as on the rules of discipline, was deferred. At ivn adjourned meetii^, held Marclfr 
26Ui, the rules of discipline were adopted. Pending tiie consideration of the articles- 
of faith, it was moved to "amend ai'tiele eighth so hs it ^hall read after the l.oiil'.^- 
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Sapper, 'and tliat it is tlie pi'ivilege of believers to dedicate tlieir clilldren to God in 
baptism,' ivlilcli nas passed." But on the adoptton of t^e articles aa amended, the 
yqle being taken t>y ballot^ the vote was averse, A vote was then taken by ballot on 
the motion to rescind tlie vote by which tlie eighth article was amended, and it was 
rescinded. TliekUcles as reported {those of, the Monroe Presbytery) were adopted 
i)y»vote of twelvfe to two. "nie committee were continued, after Messrs. E.B. 
Seeley, Jesse Smith and B. H. I,ane had been added, with instructions to prepare a 
list of menibers and some historical facts for the new manual, and have it printed. 

At the meeting of May 91st, A. L. Hill was appointed a delegate to Win General 
Association of Michigan; also to a eouncU to convene at Jackson to install the Rev. 
Mr. Malum pastor of that church, Mrs. Hannah Van Akin was granted a letter of 
■dismission, for the purpose of unitdng with the First Presbyterian Chnrch of Hudson. 
Jiino ISth, E. B. Seeley was electJid a delegate to a council at Adrian for installation 
services. September 17tb, D. H. Spencer and Augustus Kent were elected delegates 
to the Southern Hichigan Association. 

The annual church meetii^ for ISST visa not iield; but at a monthly meeting, 
convened April 3d, after preparatory lecture, the manual committee reported that 
document prepared, and Messrs. Hume, Pease and Hill were appointed to see it prop- 
erly printed. April 16th, Deacon Seeley and D. H. Spencer were chosen delegates to 
the Southern Michigan Association, and May 30th J. L. Taylor was elected del^ate 
ta the General Association of Michigan. July 5th Mrs. Deline, and Ed. M. Hulburd 
and his wife Helen were admitted to membership by letter. September lOtli tlie Kev, 
W. W. Atwater and wife ware dismissed by letter, and January 3d, 1858, Mis. Maggie 
Adams was received by letter. 

At the annual meeting of the church, held January aoth, 1858, D. H. Spencer was 
-chosen clerk. 

This brings the history of the church down to comparatively modem times. .The 
.llistory of the church during the succeeding eighteen years ought not yet be written 
in detail, nor can Its doings yetbe criticised impartially. Suffice it to say that during 
that period the church has experienced some of her greatest Irlumphs and deepest 
sorrows. During Hmt period the old church property lias been sold and a splendid 
newedllioeerectedantldedicatedto the service of Almighty God; and scores of souls 
jtiave professed saving faitli and been admitted through her doors into the church 
.tniiltant. During tlie same period many of its most useful members have been dis- 
missed to tlie church triumphant, some of wiiom participated lu the organization of 
the flrat church in Hudson. We recall tiie names of A. L. Hill, Mrs. Simeon Van 
Akin, Mrs. John K. Boies, Deacon Joiin L. Taylor, Phillip Beasom, Elijah B. Seeley, 
Francis B. Beasom and wife. 

Methodist Episcopal.— On Swiday, the 8th day of November, ISSa, the Key- 
William E. Wai'ner, from Lewiston, New York, arrived and settied with his family 
■on the farm on the Medina side of tiie township line, directly opposite the residenco 
lot James Gahagan. i>On tlie next Sunday, November 15th, he preached in Noah 
■Cressey's log bouse, and organized a class of sixteen members, with Lorejizo L. 
Brown for leader, to whom he preaciied regularly, and also traveled largely through 
flie SMTOuiiding country, But as Mr. Warner was only a local preacher, and as yet 
in no way connected with the work in this State, his action was only temporary and 
preliminary to a regular organization of tiie work. Tecumseh circuit was the nearest 
organized work, and the Adrian appointment was the nearest approach to tlie Bean 
Creek Counby, Mr. William Khodes (afterwards the Kev. William Rhodes) then 
lived on tiie Stubly farm in BoUin. He and his wife, both Methodists, attended a 
quarlerly meeting somewhere on the Tecumseh circuit, and invited the preachers of 
tliftt circuit to visit the Bean Creek Country. The Kev. Washington Jaclison, tlien 
the Junior preacher on that circuit, and tiie Rev. Allen Staples, a local preacher of the 
Adrian appointment, made such visitation in August, 1836, on their way to the eon- 
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ference at Maiimee. They lield a two days meeting In Ames' barn In Kcene. Mr. 
Eldad Trumbnll, o( Pittsfoid, has on his diary a memorandum of attending quarterly 
meeting in Amea' baru, August I4th and IStb, 1838. He neglected to mention tie 
preachers' names, bnt no doubt it was tho oecasiou of the visit of JaclEsou aud 
Staples. They proceeded down the valley o( the Bean, preacliing at Brown's, at 
Foster's (Tlffln), at Alv^ Holt's, Seneca, and so on down the valley to Maumee. 

At that conference Hie Bean Greet mission was formed, and Lorenzo Davis ap- 
pointed missionary. Its boundai'les are not defined, bnt something of an idea of tlie 
Held may be formed by looking at its surroimdings. Tecumaeh was the nearest ap- 
pointment on the east, Coldwater ou Uie west. Spring Arbor on the north, and on the 
south it had no bouudary— the missionary traveled Uirough Medina to Morcncl, and 
across the border Into Ohio. It was a pretty extensive tenitory for oue man to travel 
over, and that almost an mibroken wilderness. 

It does not appear where the mission headquarters was, but no doubt it was in the 
saddle. There -was no appointment in the village of LanesviUe. It had acai'cely be- 
gan to be. He had one appointment at Eeeue and another in the Brown settlement. 
At tlie latter place the preaching was alternately at the houses of, Father Eltsha 
Brown. Noah Cressey and Michael Dillon. Mr. Dillon was tiien a communicant of 
the church of Rome, but his wife was a Metliodlst, and he opened his house for Mefli- 
odlat preaching, 

ITie first ijuai-terly meeting of the mission waa appointed to be held in tlic Brown 
neighborhood, on New Year's da,y, 1837. The pi-OiBiding elder of the dlairict, the Rev. 
Henry Colciasier, was unable to be present, and as tlie misaionary waa in his second 
year, and consequently imordained, the Rev. Pathei Foote, a local elder, preached on 
Sunday and administered the sacrament of flie chm'oh. The next quarterly meeting 
was held in ttie Keene neighborhood July ISth and 16th, and the Sunday services 
were held hi Mr. Ames' bam. Capt. Brown tells of going with his class to attend the 
meeting, in a lumber wagon drawn by an ax team, and being quartered at the farm of 
Father Alpheus Pratt. 

Mj. Da\'!s served his large mission as well as its extant permitted, and at the con- 
ference of 1637 was succeeded by John Sootford and Allen Staples. Mr. Staples liad 
been received the year previous from the Adrian appointment oC tlie Tecuniseh cir- 
cuit, and appointed to Salem. Mr. Scotford was received on trlM at this conference 
(1837), and althongh a year the junior of Mr. Staples, was placed in charge of the 
jnission. Mr. Scotford moved Into a house situated, as near as can be remembered, 
on the fMrm now owned by Clark Ames. At the time of Mr. Scotford's arrival, Mr. 
and Mia. Carleton, John and SabraGriswold, Mrs, ChampliiiandMrs.Ann Cobb, all 
Methodists, were living in and around Laneaville. 

In the winter following, Mr. Augustus Finney brought his wife fromVemiont, 
njid soon after her arrival it was determined to organize a cla«s In LanesviUe. Mr. 
Finney, flien keepii^ the pioneer hotel of the futui'e Hudson, near where the Friend 
bakery now stands, threw open his house for the services, and on the night appointed, 
the boys, with flaming torches of hickory hark, proceeded to the house of Mr. Scol^ 
ford and escorted him ta tlie village, where he pre-iiched and organized the above 
menUoned persona— viz : Mr. and Mrs. Caileton, Mr. and Mrs. Qilswold, Mrs. Champ- 
!!n, Mrs. Cobb and Mrs. Finney,— and Sabra Ann , daughter of Mr. Griswold, (now 
Mrs. N. 0. Cady,) who had been baptized and admitted to the cliurch at Keene, and 
perhaps a few others, into a class, with John H. Caileton for leader. The only sur- 
viving members of this nucleus of Hndson village Methodism are Mrs. Carleton and 
Mrs. Cady. 

At the conference of 1838, held at Tiffin, 0., Bean Creek mission was erected into 
Joncisvlile circuit, and attached to the Marshall district, E. H. Pilchor, presiding 
elder; Peter Sabln and Zebulon C. Brown, circuit preaehei-s. So far as any hiforraa- 
IJon can be obtained from the publiahed minutes of that year, the bouncTariea of the 
Jonesvillo circuit were co-estenslve with the boundaries of the old Bean Creek 
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iniaaion. We have been unable to learn of any Incidents oceun'ing that year in tlie 
hUtory of Uie Lanesvllle clasa, ilinstraUve of the Uraes. 

At the conference of 1838 Bean Creek mission was reported to have Ave luindred 
and twenty-aeven members, and at tlie Conference of 183S, held at Aim Arbor, Jones- 
ville circuit waa reported to ijaTO four himdred and flfty-slx members. This year 
Jolui Scotf ord and Peter Sabin were appointed to Jonesville circuit. These preachers, 
like tlieir predecessors on circuit and mission, saw pretty hard Umcs, both for bodily 
comfort and tlie facilities for inaueurating denominational work. The settlement 
was new ; tlie people lived in Bmail, incommodious log tenemenfs. Where achool 
housea existed at all Iftoy were of tiie same material, but in tlie village ol Lanesvllle 
there was not oven a achool house In 18S0 and 1840, the old log school house having 
been burned. But those Metliodiat preachers, on their monthly rounds, preached In 
a log house standing In Uie vicinity of the gotlilc house occupied by Mr. Rawaon, on 
North Marltet street. The liouse had been used as a dwelling. It waa Hie pioneer 
house of tlie town, the foundations of wlilch were Md by Reuben Davis in 1834. It 
was about twenty feet square, and had a hole about ten feet square underneath for a 
cellw. The floor was made of plank split out of bass^i'ood logs, sized on tlie luider side 
where they rested on the sleepers. This split flooring was about ton feet long, and 
met in a continuous joint on (he middle sleeper. One Sunday In mld-«ummer, In 1840, 
the people had gatJiered here for divine service, and were calmly listening to tiie word 
from the lips of tlie Rev. US'. Sabin, when all at once tlie floor gave way In the middle, 
letting the central portion of tlie audience into the cellar. Tlie preaolier, leaning on 
the back of the chiur which served him for a pulpit, writed patiently until the people 
had scrambled out, and Uien proceeded as though nothli^ had happened. 

At the conference of 1840, held at JVIarsIiall, Mr. Seotford was returned to Jonesville 
circuit, now attached to Monroe district, with tlie Rev. JonaHiaii Jones for a co!!eiy;u6. 
This year there was a dividing up of religious influence and support, and denomlna- 
tlonalism established. The religious condition of tlie people was somewhat pecnllar, 
1?he country had recently been settled by peoiile from IJie East, every one of wliom 
had brouglit witli them early religions impressions, and in this sparsely settled 
country, among Uie part that are religious at all, were to bo found adiierenta Of all th« 
prominent religious bodies of the East 

Keiigloas privileges were so rare that all who cared about them at all litul hitherto 
united in sustaining tliem. In tiie villi^e of Lanesvllle and vicinity tlie Congrega- 
tionallsts and Presbyteriana were tile more numerous; in tlio social meetings. In the- 
Sunday school and In aocJoty they carried the sway, and were the ruling power. In- 
deed, so late as 1840 the Methodists of the Lanesvllle class were completely subject 
to their nelghlwrs, and denominationally without influence. 

About that time some Methodists moved Into the commmiity who had not been used 
ta wearing the yoke of eeplisiastlcal inferiority, and by earnest effort induced the' 
Metliodists to move Independently, and very soon, with tlie help of the Brown class, 
Ihey had a Sunday school of flieir own started, and general Independence followed. 

No remai-kable event marked the last year of the pfstorate of the Rev. Seotford,. 
and at the Conference of 1841 Hillsdale circuit was oi^^anized, to which Hudson was. 
at-tached, and Revs, Cluvrles Babcock and Gideon J. Shurtlifl! were assigned to It a* 
preadiers. 

In the spring of 1843 Babcoek and Slmrtliff held a protracted meotiiig, which 
resulted in tlie conversion of a large number of quite prominent pei'sonages. The. 
Kev. Babcoek was a fine appearing man, and an Impressive preacher. He was ener- 
getic, and fearless In the pwformance of duty. At one of the Inquiry meetings,, 
during his protracted meettng. a prominent man, but a baokslidii^ Methodist, was 
present, and when spoken to in reference to his soul's interest, replied that the church 
was so full of hjpoorltea he couldn't live a christian life ; and at some lengtli berated 
the members of tJ)o church for their ungodly ways. " Brother," said Mr, Babcoek in 
reply, "you romind me of the squnw who, reeling through the street? at Boston, fillctl, 
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wiBi people, exclaimed, 'See, all thesepeoplewetiruiik!' The fact was, abe was the 
only drunken person there." His uaefulnesa was somewhat Impaired, however, by 
his performances as a phreuolofliist. Phrenological teaoiilngs were then quite novel, 
and it was Hie subject most talked about in mixed gatJierings. Mr. Babcock believed, 
in the theories of phrenology, and believing it, gave It a prominent place in Ills 
thoughts, and discoursed It everywhere. Standing of an evening In a villase 8t«re 
and talking phrenology and exanilulng heads, Is not the most effective way to preaelv 
the gospel. But he was an enthusiast in all hla convictions, and for hlin to conceal 
them, or refrain from discussing them with unbelievers, was Impossible, and so his 
influence became Impaired. The following incident shows the fearlessness of tlie 
man, and hla honesty of expression when It became necessary for lilm to say any- 
thing. Discussing phrenology in the vllhige store one day, a man named DcForest— 
suspected of dishonesty, but a strainer to Babcock— said: "Feel of my head." 
Babcock passed his hand carelessly over his head, and kept on talking to tlie oflievs 
with whom he had been conversing. Pretty soon DeForest said, "What do you think 
of uiyheadl" Babcock said nothing in reply, appearing not to have he^ird tlie qnes- 
tion, WalUng a little while, DeForest again said, " What do you tlilnk of my bead?" 
"I think," said Babcock, "youeanhideas wellas jou can steal." DeForest never 
became an enthusiastic believer in phrenology. 

Mr. Shurtmr, on the other hand, was a man of abundant sympatliy— khid In manner, 
eloquent in expression, and apparently absorbed in tlie ministry, makhig it the 
one business of ills life, and, to all appearance, iwssessing great piety ; lie was beloved 
by all, and almost idolked by tlie young people of tlie couununity. 

The annual distribution of work made -by the Conference of 1843, returned Mr. 
Sburtllffi to Hillsdale Clnrait, with tlie Rev. Washington Jacfcson in cliai'ge. The 
arrangement of the work brought Mr. Sliurtltff to Hudson first. After Oie sermon, 
he, of course, remarked on flie fact of IiLs liavtng been returned to this circuit, and. 
proceeded to introduce his colle^ue. Saldhe, "Tou must not form a hasty opinion 
of htm at first s^ht, tor you will find him as the old Dutchman found his horse— like 
a singed cot, better than be looks I" The magnates of the class were disposed to find 
fault wltli what they tlioi^ht an nudignifted and un-mlnlster-iike style of Introduc- 
tion ; but when the senior came liere, they revised tbeir opinion of the Improbabliity 
o( Ids j>ortraiture being ceiTect, if it was nndigiiifled. The Hov. Washington .Tack- 
son was, probably, the homeliest man tltat ever gi-accd Hie pulpit of the Sliehigaa. 
Conference. Externally, he pi'csenled an luiconth appearance in, as well as out of, 
the pulpit: Hid. to add to his misfortunes, he had no roof to his moutii, whieli ren- 
dered artlculatioii dUBcult He was a christian, however, aiid a faithful christian 
minister. His piety was of the substantial ratber than the showy kind, and he com- 
manded the respect of all with whom he became well aoquidnted. Ho located in 1845^ 
and long since fell asleep, no doubt with a rational and blessed expectation of awaJdng 
in tiie likeness of his Divine Master. 

It has been stt ted in a former pait of tliia work tliat tlie west side school house, had 
been embellished with a porch and tower, at the expense of tlie Congregational people. 
Soon ^er it was done, the Ecv. Mr. Babcock, tlicn in chaise of the MeHiodist work, 
asserted his right to use it half the time, and during his stay had held it by a display 
of clieek ; bnt in tlie faU of IMi tho right of the Metliodlsta to its use wasdispufed by 
the Coi^regattouallsta, and a series of adjourned school raeetii^ were held to detoi'- 
inine tbe matter, but the district voted tliat tlio two denominations should divide the 
time. 

In a few weeks tlicy were occupying it on alternate Sundays, and since then but 
little has occurred to disturb tlie good feeling between those large and Influential; 
churches. During the nest summer, however, allttle incidentoccnrred which created 
a iiUle tll-f eellng for a short time. The incident wa^ trivial In itself, and only shows 
how much strife a very little fire kindleth, especially when persons are on fliewateh' 
tor offenses. Sir. Shurtliff was as kind-hearted a man as ever lived— a true clmatiau. 



„Google 



00 THE BEAN CREEK VALLEY. 

gentleman, who gonerally was careful of tlie feelings of olliers, and scarce evev in- 
jured them by any ivords of his. He was preaching one day to a mixed congregation, 
and while elucidating a point of his subject, he said he was reminded of the prayer of 
an old Presbyterian elder : " Oh, Lord, bless me and my wife, my son John aiid hia 
wife— iisfourandnomore; amen." No sooner were the words out of li!s mouth, 
than some of the Presbyterian portion of tlie congregation, deeply offended, stai-ted 
for the door, and left the preacher to get along without their pi'eaence. One old lady 
said she had often heard the story told of an old mail, but no one had ever hefoiv 
intimated that he was a Preabylerlan elder. 

Wlien, a year and a half later, Mr. ShmHiff became Insane, tliese inopportune 
speeches were attributed to an insane predlsposlHon, rather tlian to adeslre to wouiUl 
the feelings of others. 

At the Conference of 1^'iMr. Jackson was retm'ned, with Adam Minnie for junior. 
The Eev. Mr. Minnis became aregidentof Hudson. Although, junior preacher, lie had 
had considerable experience in the mlnistiy. He was first "admitted on trial "at the 
■Conference iield at Tiffin, Ohlg, In Ihe fall of 1888, and stationed at Defiance, in the 
Manmee District. In snbseqneat years he had preached at Plymouth, Dexter, Deai'- 
bomville, and Brooldjn. At the Conlereace of 1843 he was ordained Elder, Mid 
stationed on the newly-made Mcdtua Circuit, in charge. As a preacher, Mr. Minnis was 
exegetical ratlter than declamatory. His sermons were a series of premises traced to 
Uieir logical conclasions; or known eSects traced to their logical and ineyitable 
causes, rather than a declamation brilliantly studded wiHi sparkling ideas, startling 
plirases, and impa.'^aioned appeals. Mr. Mlnnls was a very quiet man, never in any 
manner lowering the dignity which became Ills ministeilal position; yet he Immense- 
ly loved, and could quite easily lend himself to aid the perpi^tration of an innocent 
joke. 

To Illustrato this point, also to siiow how bigotry wUl somethiies over-reach Itself, 
the following story Is given as it was related 1« the author several years since : The 
mhiister appointed to the Moreiici Circuit in 1865, early in 18G6 vacated Ills pastorate, 
and the Presiding Elder oC tlie District directed the Rev. John Crabbs, a local deacon 
living at Morenci, and another local preacher, to fill the appointments for the remain- 
der of the year. TheJJev. CrabbslsaFreeMasou, and quite a large faction of the 
church at Morenci refused to hear him preach. During that sirmmer Mr. Miunia, who 
,liad become a photograph artist, stopped at Morenci, and there prosecuted liis busi- 
ness. The nmJcontente had known him as the preacher in charge of Medina Circuit, 
and immediately tiiey solicited him to preach for them at tlie Wilson Grove school 
TioTise, just out of Morenci, the day and. hour Crabbs was to preach at the church in 
Morenci, which, after oonferenoe with Mr. Crabbs, he consented to do. Eegnlarlyoii 
•Crabbs' preachh^ day these devoted Methodists wended their way to the Wilson 
scliool house wid listened totheministraljonof the woiil, prepared especially forthem 
by the Rev. Minnis. In preaching ability tliero was not mudi difference between the 
two men, but thei'e was a difference, of which his hearers were ignorant, but which 
the ministers could fully appreciate; Crabbs vaa a MoBter, but Mlniiis was a Boyal 
Ai-dh Mason. The Kev. Minnis rem^nefl on the Hillsdale Chrcult two years— the last 
year In charge, with Robert Dubois as Junior. 

In the fall of 1S4.% William P. Judd and Thomas Seeley were appointed toHillsd^o 
Circuit. They only remained one year, but It was a year of revival influence In 
Hudson. 

At the Annual Conference of 16411, tJie townships of Adams, 'Wlieatland, Eollin, 
Hudson and Pittaford were set off from the Hillsdale Circuit and called Hudson Cir- 
cuit, and Revs. Heiury Worthington and Robert Bird were appointed to the new work. 
The Erst Quarterly Meeting was held in the Noi-tli Wheatland church on tlie 5fli day 
of December,184a— -present, JosiahBrakeman, presiding elder; Henry Worthington 
and Robert Bird, circuit preachers ; Barber M. Sheldon, local preacher ; L. B. Welton 
-ind nivani Kayucs, oshortftrs ; Lorenzo Dobsoii, TIfirloy Bump, Nathan Wliliney iviid 
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A. 8. Wells, leaders. W. n. n. VanAkin, William B. Foote, Cliailes Camiichael, 
David B. Tuttle, GayloM G. Tal>or, Wm. Brooks aiid David Striml; were appointed 
stewai'ds ; W. B. Foote vi-as elected recording st^wai-d, and W. U. H. VanAkin dis- 
trict steward ; Augustus Thomaa and t!ie two circuit preaclieca were appointed 
a camp Electing committee. 

There was little of interest transpired under the pastorate of Worihlngtoa and 
Bird, or tlieir eucceasors, Joseph Jennings and Bixiuu lloberts. The year ttieae last 
were iii cliaflce of the circuit, 1847, the church In Hudson was almost rent asunder tiy 
a controversy which arose in consequence of Mr. Roberts joining tlie Odd Fellows. 
John n. Carleton led tlie anti-secret society raid, and the preacher in charge sympa- 
thized wiHi it, and altogether poor Roberta had a hard lime. Jennings was a lair 
preacher, but his wife siekenedanddied tliat year, the affliction takli^ him from his 
worli much of the Bme. The persecution of Roberts i-endered him powerless for good, 
and altogether the clinrch not only made no advancement, but rather retrograded. 

The next year, 1848, Worthington was returned to Hudson, but he was unable tn 
arouse the cliun^ to acUon. 

In the fall of 1840 Ebenezor Steele and Isaac Taylor were appointed to the Hudson 
circuit They were meii of earnest piety, and although neither of them were great 
preachers, they Buceeeded in arousing the church, and tliero was considerable revival 
spirit manifested. They agitated Bie question of church bidlding, and got tlie frame 
up and covered. 

At the Conference of 1850 Mr. 8i*ele was returned alone. He pressed the church 
building along, and succeeded in having It dedicated during his pastorate. 

Durli^ 1851-3 William MotlierslD was in charge df the work, and made it but little 



The Rov. Henry Penfield came in 1853. He was by odds the most intellectual 
preacher that np to that time had been sent to tlie churcJi, and if ho had no remal, 
these already attendants had the pleasure of lisfcning to sound sermons, intellectually 
and tJieolc^ically. 

The Rev. Harrison Morgan succeeded Penfield in 1854. Dm'ii^ the first part of his 
pastorate tlie Rev. Mr. Adams, an evangelist, came hei'e and held a series of meet- 
ings, and large accessions were made to the church. In fJie latter part of the year 
another attempt was made at anti-secret society persecution, again led by Mr. Carle- 
ton. Mr, Morgan deemed it Ids privilege to Join the Masonic lodge, and Carleton at 
onee declared war. But Morgan was not as easily persecuted as Roberts had .been. 
He assumed the offensive, and pressed the anti-secret society men to tlie wall. Quite 
a large party secretly sympatlilzed with Mr. Carleton, but seeing the determined atti- 
tude of theirpteacher, they quietlyleft Hie more vfdlant Carleton to fight it ont alone. 
Carleton left the cliuroh, and the Conference sent Morgan to Coldw t tl n ty 
but tills was the last attempt at anti-Masonic persecution in the M tl 1 t h If 
Hudson. For nearly half the time since 1854 their pulpit has been i II d by Maeoiu. 
some of them have been popular, and all have been usefuL 

In tlie fall of 1855 the Rev. Fred W. Warren came t« the Hud 1 h d 
remained two years. Tliey were prosperous years spiritually, but in th tl t 

January, I83T, the church building was burned. It was on Snnday th m mli% 
•rice was ended and the Sunday school commenced when the cry .1 Are was raised 
In one short hour the sanctuary was destroyed—" hnrned with fire." The remainder 
of that year was consumed in getting material for a new house. 

Thenext year, 1857, theRev.C. M.Anderson came, and the house was commenced; 
butlike the Samaritan of old, he hindered tlie worfe, so at the Conference of 1858 he 
was sent elsewhere, and the Rev, A. R. Bartlett came to the diurch at Hudson, He 
remained two years. Under his pastorate the new house was finished and dedicated. 
In the fall of 1860 he was succeeded by tJie Rev. John A, Banghman. 

We shall leave tlie history of tlie MethodLst Episcopal eliureh lor the succeeding 
sixteen years unwritten, sai'e to give a list of pastor's, and to state tliat duriiij; the fir.st 



„Google 



0^ THK BEAN CKEEK TALLEY. 

yearof thepasloratcoflhe Jiev. Thomas Stalker the church was eiiJargeil and im- 
proved. 

Bastors.—.folm U, Burnhara, William G. Htonex, E. K. Haakill, Tliomaa Stalker^ 
William E. Blgelow, Richard E, Ricliaitls, Ditniel C. Jsieokes, uiul Josepli PrftKer. 

The Baptkts.— On the eiglilh day of July, I8J3, tbo foUowing named persons met 
andoitganized themselves int» a church, viz: Samuel E. Close, Charles Coats, AnseS 
Coats, M. a. Lathrop, Daniel Sanlsbmy, John C. Lewis, Abiathat Powers, Mellndib, 
Close, Harriet Lewis and Emily Latlirop. Their action wm recorded in tlie following 
fonn; "We, the undersigned, haidng letters of dismission and recommendatiow 
from sister churclies of our falUi and order, do hereby resolve to hand In our letters,, 
and unite ourselves logeUiev for the purpose of foruilng a Baptist church of Christ la 
Hudson, to he known as the Baptist Chui-ch of Christ in Hudson, to receive members,, 
eitherby baptism or by letter, ajidtodoaad transact any business, in obedience t» 
Die Gospel and ac«ordlJig to law, Jn. such case made and provided. 

" Resolved, That we adopt the declaration of faith and chwch covenant, recom-:- 
niended by the Baptist State Convention of Michigan, October 6tb, A. D. 184IJ." 

On Wednesday, tlie STtli day of September, 1843, a coraicO, composed of delegates- 
from the ohurclies of Wheatland, Plttsford, Dover, Medina and Adrian, convened iii' 
ihe village of Hudson to consUtute the new church. Ablathar Powers reptesentetfi 
tlie new church in tlie conncil. 

On ttoo 14th day of Ifebruarj-, 18J4, tlie churcli called the Rev. Jacob Ambler to the- 
pMforate for one year. May IBHi the church appointed the liev. Mr. Ambler, M. S- 
LatluTjp and AbSathai Powers delegates to set hi council wltli the Jonesville clmrch,, 
for tlio purpose of ord^ning their paator. 

On the lotli day of June, 184G, the eliurcli nailed the Rev. Lauren I[otchkias to the;' 
pastorate " for tlie enauins year, one-half of tlie time." On the Wh day of March,. 
Samuel Eddy, Samuel R. Close, A. Coats, A. Wadsworth, Wm, Ames and Ablathar' 
Powers, were appointed to meet tlio JJovei' church in council, for the purpose of or- 
daining Mr. Pack to the ministry. The same day they extended a call to Mr. Pack tir 
become tJioii pastor. August 7th, 1M7, the cliuruh invited Peter Houghwout to preacl^ 
to tliem one year from the first of Oc1t>bpx. Mr. Iloiighwout was at tliat time a stu- 
dent, and resided In Medina. 

Ill Ihe flununer and fall of 1847, the ciiurch succeeded in putting up and covering 
Ihe frame of a ehui-ch building, and iu the winter of l»i7-8 Uiey flnishtd it. It stood, 
about where William B. Ajuch' store now U. 

FebruMT Sd, 1848, tba church met and (lassed tlie following resolutions ; 

Jteaolmed, ThatP. B. Uonghwout is well qualified to preach the gospel, and we^ 
desire to seehimfully set apartto the work ot the ministry; therefore 

itesoVDedf That we will call a council to determine the qualifications of P. E-. 
Houghwouc, aud for the pm'pose of ordination. 

By a vote of the meeting tlie following ohurcheB were invited : 1st and 2d Rollln,. 
Wheatland, ad Rome, Medina, Dover, Medina and Wright, Adrian, PMi'fleld and Sen- 
eca, It was also determined to dedicate the chureh on the 23d day of tliat month, and 
that Bie ordination comicil convene on tlie ^tli. 

The house was dedicated on Wednesday, the 3Sd day of February, 18i8, Elder- 
Tuclter, of Adi'ian, preaching the dedicatory sermon. The Baptists had tlie flrat ded- 
icated house of worship In Hudson, For somo_ reason, Mr. Honghwort was not 
ordained on the day designated. On the 10th day of June the church called Peter E- 
Houghwouttothe pastorate, and fixedliis salary at tiiree hundred and twenty-five 
dollars. At a clinrch meeting held Sunday, April 8Sd, 184B, it was resolved to call a 
council for the ordlnatian of Peter B. Houghwout on Tuesday, tlie IBth day of May 
next, and churches were invited as follows : Medina, Wright, Wr^ht and Medina, 
Wheatland, Ist and 3d Rollln, Sd Home, Adrian, Clinton, and Dover. Samuel R. Close, 
Samuel Eddy and Abiathar Powers were appointed delegates to the council. The 
church -.vas now vacant from May or June, 1840, to Mn.y Ifltli, 1850, and on tiio lOth daj- 
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it September, 1819, it was voted " l« Invito tlie Methodists to preach in the Baptist 
iouse until such time as we get a paafor." tlpon tills Invitation the Mothodista occu- 
pied the house until they occupied tlieir own house in the spring ol 1850. 

May IStli, 1850, Elder Samuel Jones, Jr., was caCed to the pastorate for one year. 
On the 26th day of October following, twenty-six persons united with tiie church— 
twenty-five by profession of faith and baptism. On the 2d day of November twelve 
persons were received, atid on CieBth thirteen persons were received, all by baptism. 
April 37th, 1851, Elder A. P. Howell was called to tlie pastorale for one year, at a 
salary of three hundred dollars, to commence on the 18Ui day of May then next. In 
the month of December, 1851, the church building was consumed by lire. But tlie 
church were not easily disconraged ; liiey at once act about re-building, and on flie 8th 
day of October, 1863, the new house was dedicated, Eev. U. B. HlUer preaching the 
dedicatory sermon. Eider Howell vMts continued In the pastorato a second year. 

In the sprli^ of 1S53, the church enjoyed more than usual revival influence, iRUd 
many persons were received Into membership. On the 30th day of November, Elder 
Howell tendered his resignation, which was accepted. 

JanuaiT 6th, 1854, Elder Tolney Church wa? called to the iwstorate of tlie church. 
It seems that Elder Cliurch preached on Sundays, but attended to his own business 
on weekdays. Atthecloaeof his first year he wasre-ei^aged on a salary of two hun- 
dred and fifty doliai's, lie to give one-half of his time to tiie service of the cbui'ch. 
Increased labor worked good to tiie clmrch, for on the 19th day of May following 
sevenpersons were baptised and received hito tho fellowship of the church. 

Some tlmein the summer of 1856, Elder William Pack became pastor of the church. 
May 18th, 1857, Elder William Pack resigned tJie pastorate of the chnrch. His resig- 
oatloh was accepted. 

Latein thesniniher, or inthefallof 1857, the Rev. .las. G. Portinau became the 
pastor of thechureli, onasalarjot four hundred dollars, and the use of a house for 
residence. The winter of 1857-8 was another revival season for the churoJi, upwards 
4)1 diirty persons unilinn; with the church on profes-iion of fiUth. In May, 1858, this 
jjhurch had an attack of Masonry, as witness tlie following resolution : 

WnBBEAB, Wo believe that all secret societies are Inconsistent with the principles 
«t the gospel ; therefore 

Resoivea, That we disclaim all church fellowship with such societies, and we afCeo- 
lionately enb:eat our bretlirea to withdraw from and disclaim all such connection, tor 
in so nnltliig and continuing wltli such societies will bring a grievious burden upon 
tlie brethren, and cause tlie ^lon of God to mourn, and the hand ot fellowship to be 
withdrawn from them. 

After adopting the above resolution, the cinu-ch appointed Bros. Wriglit, Wood and 
Van Epps a committee to labor with a bcotiier accused of being a Free Mason. At a 
aubseiiuent meeting Brother Wright reported that the offenduig Brother expressed 
affection for the church, but said his beh^ a Mason was none of tlieir business, w 
words to that effect. The church was sensible enough to refi'ain from excomninnica- 
lion, but Inlieu thereof gave him a letter of dismissal, stating bis relation to Masonry. 
But the proceeding seemstohavehad a, bad effect upon W^ht audVanEpps, for 
since then they have become Iwth Odd Pellows and Masons. 

The ministry of tiie Kev. J. G. Portmnn extended through 1858 and until December, 
1859, andwas very successful aofw as accessions to Hie church was concerned, antll 
about June 1st, 1859, his further usefulness was destroyed by charges preferred ag^nst 
lilm. He was accused of adultery with a young girl— a member of his church- and with 
unchristian conduct In his intercourse with the ministers of the other village churches. 
He was tried on tiie charge of seductJouin thoClrcult Court, but the jury failed to 
agree. The remainder of the year was occupied witli church meetings and councils. 
As is usual in such cases, there were two parties, and the church was well nigh rent 
asunder, Tlie action of the majority toward the minority was severe, and produced 
feelings of resentment Uiat were never effectually healed until the first year of Uic 
mlnistiT of the Eev. C. T, Chatfeo, when Uie church onco more resumed her proper 
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woil!, and was rewarded with more than old time prosperity. Tiie liouse was found 
too small for tliem ; it was enlaiged and improved, and under liis successors— Cressey, 
OsbomamiSlianatelt— ltliasbeenmarcliin!i;o!ito victory. The history of the churcli 
Is dropped with the year 1859, for the same reasons tliat the modern history of tlio 
other churches was left unwritteM. 

The Romas CATnouos— Ciruwcn of tub Sacked llKAitT.— Tery early in. tlie set- 
tiement of this township and Medina, Roman Catholic families formed a part of the 
popnifttton, and at quite an early date— just when we have been unable to aseertaln— 
a church was built on the line between the two towns, where occasioustly tlie priest 
from Monroe would oflSoiate. 

About the year 1858 or '59 tlie Rev. IFather Van Erp was sent here, aud he at once 
set Eibout transferrlnR the church to TIudHon. A building waa puroliased and fltteii 
np for a phuroh, services were held each Siniday escept tlie last in tlie month, on 
which day services were held In the Medlua church. During the ministry ol Father 
Van Erp a priest's residence was built, and then a cburcli commenced, and so far fin- 
ished as to be used before his departure. Recently a spire has been added, which 
greatly adds to the beauty of the structure. The parish has increased in numbers, 
uutti it has become the largest religious body In Uie town. 

OTHBBCiniEciiES.— Atavery early day Hiere was a Baptist churcli in Dover, 
which has now become one of tlie Clayton churches, and is located in tills township, 
but we have not the materials at hand for a sketch. 

There were from tlie beginning a number of persons veiy restive under Congrega- 
tional rule, and tJiese, being reinforced by several new arrivals, several years ago 
organized a Presbyterian chureh. Thoy purchased the house built by the Free Will 
Baptasts several years since, and refitted It, They are not numerous enough, how- 
ever, to maintain worship all the time ; indeed, for the most part their pulpit has been 
vacant, 

la. 1860 a PTOtestaiit Episcopal parish was orpuiizod and named Trinity, There ivas 
but Uttle done, however, until tJie Kev. Mr. Smythe became reetorin 1869, since which 
time the parish has been reasonably prosperous. Under the ministry of tlie Eev> 
Mr. Webster a church was built and finished, except tlio tower. But this diurch 
being one of tlie modem Institiitiona of the township, does not come within the pur- 
view of this work. 

THE SC1I00I,B OV HUDSON VILL.VGE. 

For want oC records we shall not be able to give a full aud complutu history of Hie 
schools of Hie village of Hudson. The founders of Hie village took a deep Interest in 
the education of the young; schools were established on each side of Tifiin river at 
an early day. The main building on the West Side was erected in 1860, at a cost of 
S0,000. In 18T4 Ihe West Side put np a fine branch buildinK with two rooms, norUi ot 
the nJlroad, at a cost of 88,000. The East Side school building was erected in 1863, at 
a cost of about »8,000. By an act of the Leglslatui'e lu 1866, the East and West Side 
were united and became a chartered acliool under the appellation of The Public 
Schools of Hie Village of Hudson. After being united foi' several years, UieEaat 
Side, by a legislative act, was set off from the public schools of the village of Hndson, 
and organized as a graded school under the primary school law. This separatioa was 
effected May 1st, 1889. In 18T3 on effort was made to reunite the schools, but at an 
electionheldln June to decide the matter. It falied bya small majority. Since tliat 
lime no effori^ at union has been made. The number of children of school ages in the 
West Side district at tlie_Ume of the last enumeration, was 475. 

Among (ho early Principals of tlie West Side school, may be nienaoned Piof. 
James, now Aswstant Superintendent of the CIcTClaud schools, and I'rof. Cai'sou, of 
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Hudson, formerly Principal of flie MetUna Acaieniy. In Oelih^r, 18G0, Prof. F, B. 
McClelland, now at the head of the Albion Uniou Scliool, bfcane Princiral. lie re- 
miuned in cliiirge until April, 1863, when lie look charge ot the East Side school, 
whicli ixBition he held luitil July Ist, 1867. Eev. C. Van Dom had charge of Hie 
school a large part of the' time while ttiey were united. He was succeeded by Prof., 
E, G. Keynolda, Jan. Hth, 1S60, who held tiie position imlU June 33d, 1839, 

Prof. C. D. West, of Blissfleld, was the uext Principal. He held the position two 
years. Mr. West was succeeded by CapL C. T. Bateman, former County Superin- 
tendent of Sclioola foi' Lewauee coimty, who took charge of the school Sept. 1, 1878.. 
The first class of graduates left this seJiool in June, 1875. The class consisted of Mias 
Ilattle Beacli, Miss Clara Doles, Miss Lillle Oalusha, Miss Ida Harris, Miss Allie Per- 
kins, and Mr. Edmund Childs. The organization of tlie School Board, at present, is 
W. if. Day, president; J. SI. Scamtt, secretary; E. J. Eaton, tnsiBiu'er; J. K. Boios, 
W. J. Mosher, A. Loyster. 

' The following extract from tlie Siipcrlntendeuf s report for tha school year oi 
1875 and 1870, is given: 

IsubmitthefoUowlnKbriefiopoit of tlie condition of the PultliL, Schools oHl cA il 
lageof Hndson, and of the woik done in Uieia during tla pa t jeai 
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>2nrolluient in Grammar and Hlsh tk.hool 12" 

" ■' Second Intenoe<nate I*) 

" ■' First Intermediate i'^ 

■' ■' Second Primary 4 

■■ . ■' First Primary. \ 

'■ " North Branch i 

Number of teachers employed i 

The corps of teachers nt present lonsists of liof ( P Batenun suiuiiifen 
dent and pitncipal ; Miss Szoa Phelps and Mrs C E lUebards assistants in gramiuai 
and high school. The other assistants ore Miss Delia Carpenter Miss DeUi Hulthins 
Mi-s. Maria L. GraTe,^, Mrs. C Plympton Mrs AnnaChapmanandMiss AlicePeiklntt 
Among the principals of the East Side school since Prof. McClelland left niny be 
mentioned Prof . Car8on;Prof J, C. Dutton, nowin Europe, from Septomber, 1873, to' 
June, isrs; Prof. Overholt, September, 1873, to April, 18T4; Piuf. Luther W. Covell 
from September, 1874, to Juno, 18Ja. Prof. Coleman Williams, aided by three associ- 
ate teacliers, has chaige of tlie school at present The school officers consist of the 
following named persons: Ira Swaney, director; M. It. Ilazlett, moderator ; D. Car- 
penter, assessor ; B. Wright, J . Tan Atln, T, J, Hillei-. 

The schools of Hudson have generally been in good hands, and have been prosper- 
ous to a malted degi'ee. In the mani^^ement and snpport of their schools the people 
of Hudson and vicinity have shown prudence, economy and wise generosity, and tiiey 
may weO be proud of their BCliools, wldch hare done and are stiil doing good work for 
the youth of our community. TiT&y the good work of education in our beautiful village 
over proiipcr. 

]STv.\KVUT.]r.NrOJU)i:\;^. 

OddFeli.owb.— IniSiTHiidsou Ijodgo No. 3tS, I. O. O. F., was chartered. It 
worked for a number of years, and then suspended. Snbseiiuentiy it was resuscitated, 
and has worked prosperously since. . A list of its oflicera lias been furnished, but fls 
rotation In ofBce has been the general rule, a list of Noble Grands, as the presiding 
ofdcer is called, only is j^ven, it beii^ premised that the subordinate ofHces were* filled, 
with bnt few esceptlous, by the same men preparatory to the more exalted station. 

Noble ffrtiiids.— Edward D. Lamed, Henry M. Boles (two terms), J. B, Tucker^ 
Augustus Thomas, Jiidson E. Hj'dc, Bcriah II. Lane, Joseph M. Johnson, Dr. David 
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P. Cliamberliii, John C. Hi^aboam, Reuben A. Beacli, William W. MoiToua, Jesse 
Maxsou, Jackson M. Wood, Alexander U. Ilall, Jabez J. Daniels, David R. Stroud, 
Dr. Leonard G. Hall, EdwlnM.Hiilbuni, Henry G.Stevens, I^viSaiilsbury, Dexter 
Gray, Kobert B. Piper, William T. B. Sehermerliom, Benjamin Wright, Allen J. 
Skutt, Perry Sliuraway (two terms), Henry G. FraJilc, John K. Boles, John Weed, 
Hiram Mann, John T. Munger, Gamaliel I. Thompson, William C. Merrell (two 
terms), WlUiain K. Weaver, Chester C. Pease, I.awrenee Tan Epps, Stephen T. 
Dawes, Charles H. Putnam, Lawrence E. Ilalran, John Spaulding, William G. Don- 
aldBon (two farms), Marion F. Isbell, C. H. Hubbard, Jolin T. Mann and John E. 
Wirts. The only persons who have held the second office (Vice Grand) and failed ot 
eleetlon to the presidlns officer's chair because of removal or otlier causes are the fol- 
lowing: Charles E. Miles, James Lowe, John V, Goodrich, Dr. Thomas B, Minehln, 
Samuel H. Perkins, William Smith and John Butts. 

About t«n years ago an Encampment was organized, cailed Wood Encampment, to 
confer the higher degi'ees of the oi'der. It has been successful. The Hudson Lodge 
%RS furnished one Grand Master ot Odd Fellows of the State of Michigan— Ml'. Destor 

FkeeMasosry.— lu 1848 Morning Star Lodge F. & A. M., commenced work under 
a dispensation, Jesse Maxson, Worshipful Master. The Lodge was chai-tered at the 
next session of the Grand Lodge and numbered SD, and continued to work until 1859. 
It had Worshipful Masters as follows : 1848, 'i9 ajid 'BO, Jesse Maxson; 1851, Robert 
B. PJper; 1853 and '53, Jesse Maxson; 1854 to 1856, Dr. David P. Chaniberllu; 1S5T 
until It suspended, November 7, 1859, Hamilton W. Grennell. 

On the 91st day of November, 1859, Maxson Lodge F. & A. M. commenced work 
-Hnder dispensation, Jesse Maxson, Worshipful Mas-iter. The lodge v^aa chartered In 
January, 1860, and given the old number of Morning titar Lodge (30), and it has con- 
iinned in working order shice. It has had Worshipful Masters as follows; 1859, 
Jesse Maxson; 1860 aud'SI, Dr. D. P. Cliambeilin; 1883 to '04, David R. Stroud; 
1865, Francis D.Ceaeli; 1866, David E. Stroud; ISBT.'eSand'eB, Allen J.SIcutt; 1870, 
Jas. J. Hogaboam ; 1871, AUen J. Skutt; 18T9, '13 and '74, Francis D. Beach; 1875 and 
'76, David R. Strand. 

On the 34th day of September, 1863, Warren Lodge F. & A. M., commenced work 
nnder cUspensatlon, Dr. Benjamin J, Tayer, Worshipful Master. Worshipful Mas- 
tors— 1S83 and '64, BenJ. J. Tayer: 1845, Hamilton W, Greimell; 1836 and '87, Edward 
A. Gay; 1868 and '89, Charles Lowe; ISTO, Robert Worden ; 1871, Chai'les Lowe; 1873 
to '76, Lawrence E. Halran. 

In Januai'y, 18SB, Hudson Chapter Royal Arch Masons was chartered and numbered 
38, and continued to work until the fall of ISTd. High I'rlests— 18(B, '64 and 'ft5, Enos 
OannilT; 1868, Jas. J. Hc^boam ; 1867, Alien J. Skutt; 1808 and '69, Hamilton W, 
Grennell; 1S70, Jas. J. HogahoElm; 18TI, Allen J. Skutt; 1873 to suspension, David K, 
JStroud. 

In the summer of 1876 Phfenix Chapter E, A. M. commenced work under dlspensar 
Uon; John M- Osbom, High Priest. 

A conueil of Royal and Select Masters commenced work in 1S65, and continued im- 
til the suspension of the Chapter in 1873 deprived it of material. Presiding officers—- 
1885, U.D., Jas. B. Pratt; 1865 (alter chai'ter), Enos Canniff; 1866, Allen J. Skutt; 
1867 and '68, Chas, H, Putnam; lSfl9, Joseph D. Darling; 1S70, Allen J. Skutt; 1871. 
Myron M. Maxson; 1873, Jas. J. Hogaboam. 

OFrcIIAI.EKGlSTlllK- Lboisi.atobs. 

Senators— Henry M, Boies, William Baker and John K, Boles, P^epreseutatlves, 
John W. Turner, Augustus W. Cbilds and JohnK. Boies. County officers— Benj. 
Turner, register of deeds,; Andrew C. Mercer, Clement C. Weaver and Setli Bean, 
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SiipervlsMS : 1838, Simeon Van Akin ; 1837 and '38, Ausiistiis Finney ; 1839 and '40, 
Henry Tibbetts; 18*1, Hiram Kidder; 1843, L. Hutehins; 18*8, Simeon Van Akin; 
18M, LemHcl P. Whitney; 1845, Daniel R. Dwiiels; 18*6, SimeonVaaAkin; 18*7, 
Oliver S. Colwell; 1848 and '*9, Siias Eaton; 1860, Oliver B. Colwell; 1851, Ben- 
jamin Turner; 1853, Ai\gU3tus W. Chllds ; 1853, Lorenzo Palmer; 1854, Enos CannifE; 
1855, John Bean; 1856, Jjorenzo Palmer; 185'!', John H. Caileton; 1858 and '59, Loren- 
zo L.Brown; I860 to 1863, inclusive, Ixifenzo Palmer; 1864, Titus Babcock; 1865 to 
1S73, inclusive, IiOrenzo Palmer; 1918 to 1816, inclusive, Ira Swaney. 

AGRICULTUKAL SOCIETY. 

About tiie j'pat 1859, the IlillKdale and Lenawee Union Agricnltural .Society was 
oi^ani7^I. It liekl fairs until 1894. Tliat year it had a rainy season tor the iiiir, and 
coiUd not pay its premiums. It died. 

THE TILLAGE OF HUDSOJT. 

Plats— Bo uilsbv's.— Levi N.'Bowlsby, proprietor ; acknowledged June Ttli, 1843. 

GiWwn'sSum^.— Platted by Isaac A. Colvin, Dudley Worden, W. H. Johnson, 
Hiram Osbom, HaiTison Lindenbower, B. Conant, Stephen M. Wirts, Erastus Lane, 
J. C. Benedict, E, D. Lamed, Chas. Parilsh, Roswell Rose, M. S. Latlirop, W. H. H. 
Van Akin, W. L. Lamed and B. H. Lane, January 33d, 1843. 

Additions— Fail ^M-il'b, SoMOi,— Platted March 35t!i, 1850, by W. IL H. Van 
Akin, W. n. Johnson, Aaron LoomL? and Thomas Daniels. 

IrtXirfTs-Platted June ad, 185B, by Robert Laird. 

TF-lrts'— Old survey, platted September 3d, 1856, by Dr. Stephen M. Wiitw. 

C?ti*re7i's— Platted Novembei' 14tli, 1865, by Eev. Volney Church. 

GowMcJt's— Platted November 386h, m55, by Heman R.[Goodrich. 

Jo?mstm,'B— Platted April Sth, 1856, by W, H. Johnson, Wm. B. Ames, Ann B. 
€obb, Edward Cobb and Harvey J. Cobb. 

.7b?wi«oii(ni(iCcni|7er's— Platted May Bth, 1858, by W. H. Jolmson and John Conger. 

Power's— Platted June 8th, 1858, by Dr. Jas. S. Power. 

Van -dMn's, Basl^Platted by W. H, H. Van Altin, November StVi, I85S. 

W'tHs'— Saw survey, platted November Slst, 1850, by Dr. Stephen M. WIrts. 

OoWi's— Platted July 8d, 1860, by Ann B. Cobb, Edward Cobb, Jas. H. Cobb ami 
Susan B. Whibiey. 

M. N. JoJiJison's-Platted August 9th, 1880, by Silaa Eaton. 

ITiSeox's— Platted Aprii 5th, 1864, by Welcome lid Icl 

The village was incorporated in 185S. Tlie follow „ a ned persons ha\-e filled the- 
office of President: Caleb C. Cooley, Henrj M Boie Da id P. Ctiamberlhu 
Stephen A. Eaton, Wm. Baker, Hamilton W. Grennell Sam e! DeGolyer, John J. 
Beck, Beriah H. Lane, Waiien A. Jones, I^vi P P e o J 1 n K Boies, Luther C. 
Ei'cneh, Russell M, Gillett, William A. Whitnej I S vtj ej A igustus Kent aiu). 
John Bean. 

CLAYTON. 

Platted by Chaunoey and Reuben E. Bird, October lOtli, 18*3. 

Additions.— IFatennan's— Platted May 5tli, 1864. 

Graves and Seed's— Platted May 1st, 1865, by Burrit W. Graves and Jacob Keed.. 

Waterman's ELCfeiistoii— Platted by D. R. Watei'man, Eebruary 19th, 1867. 

Grows'— Platted June iOth, 1871, by Bmrlt W. and Albert H. Graves. 

Bii-dl's— Platted by Reuben E, Bird, April litb, 1873, 

The village vras incorpmated about 1869. 
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NECROLOGY. 



CoW)— Harvey, May I5tii, 184a, aged 48 years ; Aim B., wife ot Harvey, July Mth, 
1864, aged 53 yeai's; Carroll C, son, Oct. 37tli 1854, aged 34 years; Susan B. Whitney, 
■daugbter, JulylStb, ISDS, aged :i3 years; James H., son, Sept. 17lli, 1869, aged 35 

Finney— Aiigustus, July 19tli, 1857, aged 61 years; Jluldali Foot, wife, August, 
J843, aged 55 years ; Alfred A„ son, Sept. 8th, I87I, aged 53 years ; Harriet C. Kidder, 
wife ol Alfred A„ Sept, 6tli, 1657, aged 33 years. 

Witts— Di. Stephen M., Nov. 1st, 1871, aged 64 years ; Slary, wife, AprU lotll 18C0, 
raged 46 years. 

Frott— Rev. David, March 3611i, 1815, aged 58 years ; Sarah Smith, daughter, March, 
1S56, aged 36 years; Elizabeth A., daughter, Jan. letli, 1858, aged 10 years; MaiyD., 
dangliter, June Uth, 1869, i^d S4 years ; James B., son, Doc. 13th, 1875, aged 51 yeais ; 
Dolly E., wife of James B., Jan. 8tli, 1885. 

FiMiAlrfn^-Lydia, ivife of Simeon, July 5th, 1868, aged OS years; Sarali Amelia 
Boies, daugliter of Lydta Van AkhL, formerly Spear, and wife of Hon. John K. Boies. 
Jan, 3d, isrr, aged 39 years. 

Cartetojv— John H., February, 1873, aged 70 years; Slary Ann Kidder, daughter, 
April mt, 1861, aged 37 years ; Henry, son, died April, 1865. 

OsbOTO— John, April 28th, 1867, aged 78 years ; Mercy, wife, July l-5tli, 1865, aged 73 

Eaton— Silas, Aug. 30tli, 1876, aged 81 years; Conslantine C. S., son, Nov. 11th, 
1848, aged 31 years ; Hervey U., son, AprU Slst, 1853, aged 33 years. 

Jotason—Capt.W.H., Sept 16th, 1866, aged 48 years; Celinda 8. Hathaway, wife. 
June 3d, 1846, ^ed 25 years. 

Cadw— Lydia, wife of Nelson O., June 7fli, 1851, aged S7 years ; Levins, daughter, 
A-ag. 13th, 1851, aged 16 yeai's ; Kleber W. died in the army. 

Grtsuiold— John, April 17th, 1874, aged 86 years; Sabra, wife, April 8tl>, 1873. 

faUer— Hiram, May Uth, 1849, aged 48year3; Julia G., daughter, Nov. 8th, 1806, 
^aged 13 years ; Haila J., daughter, Jan. 5th, 1857, aged 38 years. 

Xtnie—NathaiUel, lather of B. H. Lane, esq., March 16t3i, 1844, aged 7S years; Mary, 
first wife, Sept 17tli, 18S9, aged 68 years ; Martha, second wife, March 2d, 1871, aged 85 
years; Fliebe, wif e of Beriah H., May33d, 1839, aged S6 years; Anna Maria, dai^hter 
of B. H. Lane, March 9lh, 1851, afieci 23 years. 

Patiiier—Loreim), Oct. 17fli, 1874, aged 71 years; Ruth "VVelis, wife, Feb. 35th, 18IS!, 
aged 50 years. 

TreadweVr-Waiiam C, Dec. aith, 1856, aged 4^ years ; Eliza, wife, March S3d, 1S49, 
aged 39 years. 

[rclts— Thomas, Ang. 17tli, 1847, aged 43 years; Helen, daughter. Sept 10th, 1847. 

IVasJs— Deaeon Salmon, April 3ad, 1851, aged 50 years; Zeniiah, wife, Nov. IBOi, 
IS^ aged S5 years ; Susan A., daughter, Sept. 28t1t, 1850, aged 30 years. 

tTorden^Dudley, March 28th, 1859, aged 5* yeiffs; Phebe, wife, Jan. SOth, 1851, 
aged 84 years. 

Stmw— Thomas, Dec. 35tJi, 1855, i^ed 59 years ; Rlioda, wife, Oct. a9th, 1851, t^ed 
55 years. 

Orewt*— Silas, Feb. 19th, 1856, aged 45 years; Clarlnda, wife, March 6th, 1855, aged 
il years. 

Treadwell—Alziim P., wife of Urias Tread well, Jan. mii, 1S63, aged 43 years. 

■ColwelV—lohn, April SOth, 1860, aged 57 years. 

Toytot^-John L., Nov. 8th, 1863, aged 60 years. 

Ho!l— Nancy K. Welis, wife of Dr. Leonard G. Hall, Oct. 13th, 1853, ase4 3S yeai-s. 

BftWtulw— Samuel D., Feb. 10th, 1878, ngeA 63 years. 

BrowncU— John S., Dec. 26tli, 1856, t^ed 37 years. 

Base— Ira, May 7th, 1875, aged 75 years, 

Becsom— Fiiilip, Sept. 9th, 1874, aged 68 years ; Mary B„ wife, Feb. 38tli, 13T6, aged 
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54years; Milton, son, died July 13th, 1863, aged 8S years ; Francis F.., son, Jan. 23d, 
aS76, aged 43 years; Marcia, wife of Francis B., Jan, 31, 187ft, nsed 40 years. 

Bash^EM, Oct. 6th, 1873, aged 66 years. 

Jwies— Dr. BeSaB., March 6th, ISOffl. 

W?ieei«r— Kev. Judson, July 9th, 1855, aged 51 years. 

Palmej^Hannoh, wife of WrayT., April 9th, 1875; Laura M. Turner, daiigiiler, 
■and ndfe of Ben]*min Turner, July, 1860, aged 83 years. 

ieiseiirfnfl— David, April 18th, 1873, aged 76 years; Sally, wife, Aug. Slat, 18a, 
■«l years; Mary, daushtor, July, 1853, aged 34 years; Eliza Gibson, daughter, Novem- 
ber, 1853, aged 3B years; Jesse B., son, July 10th, 1851, aged 33 years; Wm. H. H., 
son, Nov. letli, 1869, aged 39 years. 

JWil!*— Eandall, May 6th, 1870, aged 53 years. 

Bnfter— William, June 6th, 1870, aged ^ yeai's. 

fentoJi— Horace, April Sth, 1876, aged 71 yeain. 

Perfcins— Stephen, June 39th, 1874, aged 76 years. 

Close— Samuel K., Feb. 8th, 1866, aged S5 years. 

JffuMie-Moses, June 16th, 1864, i^ 77 years ; Sarali, wile, Nov, -Jeth, 1868, aged M 
years ; Geo. P., son, April 8lh, 1S6S, aged 38 yeai'a, 

HuH*rd— Col. Edwin M., burned to death lu Milbum IVa^'on Wor!;s, Toledo, O., 
.^Sept mh, 1876. 

Smt— Augustus, Oct 4th, 1876, aged 56 years. 

T. KOLUN. 

The second toM'usliip meeting of tlie township of HoUin, the first under State au- 
Shority, was held at Hie house of Jacob Foster, on the 4th day of April, 18S6. The 
several offioes were filled by the election, of the following named persons, viz: 
Matthew Beanett, supervisor ; William Beal, township clerk ; Daniel Khodes, Josepli 
.■Steer and Lester C. Bennett, assessors; Elijah C. Bennett, collector; JolmT, Com- 
stoekandDavldSteere, overseers of the poor; JohnT.Comstock, Josepli C.Bealand 
Asa K. Bacon, highway commissioners; Matthew Bennett, Brayton Brown, Orson 
Green and Leonard G. Hali, jusUces of the peace; WUliam Hathaway, EphraJm 
Sloan, Elijah, C. Bennett and Joseph S. Allen, constables. There were no school 
inspectors elected, as appears from the records of thai, meeUng. The electors voted 
to pay liree dollars tor bear, and two dollars for wolf scalps. 

At the election held September 13tb, 1836, to elect delegates to the convention to 
»neet at Ann Arbor on the %th day ot that montli, to consider the boundary question 
proposed by Congress, there were only eleven votes cast. The township took no i«irt 
\a Uie second or party convention which did assent to the boundary proposition. 

J>uting the winter of 1835 and '36, material had been prepared for the proposed 
■gtlstmUl, and in the spring the work was pushed forward. 

William Beal returned to Ills farm, Azel Hookei' opened a store in Mr. Beal's yaea- 
ted house, and placed It under the management ol a man named Allen. Samuel Com- 
sbock was appointed postmaster, and to Ephraim Sloan was awarded the contract to 
jcsarty the mail. 

lu IJie spring of 18156 the first religious society was organized at the house of 
;;^tthew Bennett. It was a Baptist church, and In its organizaldou Mr. Bennett was 
41*9 prime mover, and he held the ofliee of deacon. Of this good man, one of his 
a^ghbors, Mr. Page, writes as follows : "Deacon Bennett was peculiarly well fitted 
fe settle in ,a new country. Possessing a strong religious temperament and a keen 
aeEse«f moral right, he used hla influence for the best interests of the community in 
wiiieh he Jived; never meeting his friends or neighbors without giving the friendly 
Sisnd-shake and kind, cheering woi'ds. Like the good Samaritan, he never pa^ed by 
^M poor and the needy without relieving Ihelr distress ns far as ^yas within bis means. 
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Though some time gone to hla final rest, (a rest of which he so much deliglited Ut 
talk,) tie still holds a warm place iii the hearts of tiiose he left behind." 

In Uie wiuter of 1833 and 'ST, the grist-mill was put in motion. It was the second im 
the Valley, tlie Talljot mill nt Peru liaving commenced to grind in August of 1836j: 
but as its capacity was insnffielent for the needs ol even the nortlieast part of tti^ 
Valley, this new mill was h^led as a liarbinger of approachii^ civilization. 

It wouJd indeed be pleasant to follow, in description, tlie rapid development of tbtr 
township,' ia population and In wealth, until it lias come to be one of Uic finest tm^ 
most wealthy townships in tho county, Inhabitedasitia by an intelligent and enter- 
prising class of people, but the limits prescribed for this little volume-wlll not per- 
mit ; lliat must be deferred to some oUier time, and perhaps the task will fall to othor - 
hands. With brief mention of sonic of her representative men, we must close this- 
sketch. 

The Hon. Orson Green lias lived in tiie township since 1834, aiul during his sojoan*. 
there, lias been freqnentlyefilled upon to fiUofBces of trust and lionoi'. Hehaatwrei;- 
repreaented liis dlsfilet In ttic Legislature of the State., He was elected to that nffiirc- 
In 1858, »nd again in 1870. He was a Whig, and now Is a Kepublicari in politics. HiiT- 
ing an iniials sense of justice, he is a Kepublican because he belt^res equal rights to 
be one of the cardinal prtuelples of tjie party, and ittiat the country wIU be s^er oMirf 
its control. Mr. Green Is a leading member of the Metliodist Ep^opal church of bw- 
township, having enjoyed the privileges of its communion for forty years. His honee- 
was the home of the early circuit riders, who were always satlsiled when lodgeiffi 
under tils roof. 

The Kev. William Ithodes settled in tlie township in I8B4, He married his wife to 
Massachusetts, at the age of nineteen, before coming to Michigan, He was a Meth- 
odist from early childhood, and tells of going with his wife forty miles to attend » 
quarterly meeting. Mrs. Rhodes rode a horse, but Mr. Eliodes traveled the whrtc' 
distance on foot. Upon his invitation, ttio Kev, Mr. Jackson, the junior preacher tss 
the Tecumseh eh'cuit, visited the Bean Creek country and preached in its several set- 
tlements. He was accompanied by Allen Staples, then a local preacher, residing aC 
Adrian. Tlie services in tlie township of liollln were held a.b the house of Daniel* 
Ehodea and Dobson Page. William Ehodes Is said to have taught the first public- 
school in the township of Koliin, iii the winter of 1838 and '87, at his own house. 
There are some, however, who thinit LucrefJa Beal taught a school at the house etf 
William ISeai lu the summer of 1836. Mr. Ehodes was licensed to- preach in early life,, 
and afterwards was recelvediinto the itinerancy and ordained to Hie ministry. Alter 
travelingafewyears, he located and returned to li!» farm in Eollin. In sulisequeirt 
years he was engaged iu biiainess in New York city, and tlien in. Hudson. He is no^K 
living in tJie city of Detroit, engaged in the insurance business. 

Daniel Rhodes, the father of William, was also one of the eai'ilfest settlers of Eollin., 
He lived on his farm in Eollin until about the year iSflO, when becoming too old to IfSf 
i)or, the farm was sold, and Daniel and ills wife, Abigail, moved to Hudson, wher&- 
they lived unHl ttielr decease. 

John T. Comstock, also, was one of the earliest settlers of Rollln, and has resided' 
on his farm ever since his settlement In 1834, Mr. Comstock belongs to the Society of 
Friends, and has won considerable reputation as a poet. Several years ago his wlfe- 
— the companion of his youth, and the joy of his heart In pioneer days— departed this, 
life, and he subsequently married Mrs, Elizabeth Wright, a preacher among the 
jpriends. Mrs, Comstock is a woman of great excellence, distihguislied for simplicity 
of manners, a fervid eloquence, and an untiring zeal in the prosecution of her mis- 
sion. She has traveled largely, Ls extensively known, and everywhere welcomed— 
Alike amoi^ the Friends or otlier religious bodies, as a true disciple of their com- 
mon Master. 

Tltero are many other worthy iifoneers of the town«liiT>,.somc of whom l:avp sc]-vpfT-' 
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rJjeir township faithfully ill minor capacities, ami others of tlitni iiavo adonied tlio 
^atha of private life. 

The followliyj named gentlemen have rcpreaenfed the townslilp on Uie Board of 
^pervisore.: MatUiew Bennett, iSSSand '37; Elijah Brownell, 183S; DaTidSteere, 
li839; Daniel JBhodes, 18*0; William Beal, 1841; Thomas Kealey, 1843 and '4S; Will- 
Sam Beal, 1844; Orson Green, 1845 and '46; Jas, Patrick, 1847; OrsonlGreen, 1848 to 
^ boUi inclusive; WUliam Beal, 1353; A. H. Raymond, 1854 and 'S5; Felix A. 
Wlleos, 1850 and '57; James Patrick, 1858; Orson Green, 1859; n. Eawson, 1860; 
'Porter Beal, 1861 and '63; Orson Green, 1863; Pelb: A. Wilcox, 1864 to '67, botli 
:iaclusive; Avery A. Dolbear, 1868 to '75, both inclusive; Orson Green, 1876. 

The tovfnsliip of Kollin is a handsome faced country, has rich soil, and is vrell 
watered. It produces iKiiiutif ul crops of ati the important farm products. Its dairy 
interest is large, and its fruit among the finest in the country. 

The people have not been inattentive to the claims of education or religion. It lias 
ju flufScient nnmber of neat and commodious school houses, and its district schools arc 
M a, high order. It has four churches wiUiln Its borders — one each in the villages of 
Kollin and Addison, one at the centre of the town, and a Friends' meeting-house on 
fectlon sixteen. 

VI. WOODSTOCK. 

The lirst township meeting of the township of Woodstock was helrt at the house of 
Jeaae (tebom on Oie f onrth day of April, 1836. The oflicera elected were ; Nalmm 
taunb, supervisor ; Thomas McCourWe, township clerk ; David Ten'ell, Samuel Dnnn 
jmd Joseph Toimglove, justices of the peace ; Israel Titus, Ezeklel W, Sanford, and 
William .Joslln, assessors; Jesso.Oshorn and John Binns, directors of the poor; 
Charles McKenzie and JedediahtP. Osbom, constables; Nelson Terrell, Michael 
Chool and Isaac Titus, commissioiiersi of highways ; William Western, Joseph Toung- 
aove and Mitchel Que, commissimieK-of schools; Alonzo Smith, William Babeock 
and Warden W. Sanford, school Inspectors; Ezeklel W. Sanford, pound master; Ben- 
son Hulin, sealer of weights and measures. 

In D<ecember, 1886, John Taibcrt? commenced preparations for building a mill on 
Bean Creek, near flie ontlet of Devil's Lake. The mill was finished In August, 1836. 
The mill is said to have been situated near the southwest corner of section thirty-three. 
This was tiie pioneer grist mill of the Talley, and proved a great accommodation to 
the settlers. It was a small affair, however, and when run to its fall capacity it was 
unable to do tlio grinding for even the northern portion of the Valley. In a short 
Mme there was quite a collection of houses, shops, etc., around the mill, which re- 
ceived tlie name of Peni. 

In Hie fall of 1837, Mr. Talbot concluding he could obtain a better power farther 
down tlie stream, commenced a new race and mill. Although tlie mill pi-operty is 
aearly all within the limits of Woodstock, yet (he mill was located just south of tlie 
township line, in the edge of Eoliin, at the middle or unused flume between tlie pres- 
ent grist and saw mill. The new mill commenced operation in the montli of July, 
1838, and very soon after, all the denizens of Pern moved to and settled aronnd the 
mew mill. 

During the political campaign of 1840, Ijecanse nearly eveiy voter of the burgh was 
-a Whig, and coon skins (one of the Whig campaign emblems) were displayed at near- 
ly every door, Thomas McCourtie nicknamed It "Coon Town," an appellation it has 
■not entirely outgrown. In 1847, April the alghtii, it was platted by the nama of Har- 
rison, but soon after became generally known as Addison. The village Is situated in 
two towuslnps ; perhaps the greater part in Rollin. 

In 1840 Jesse Osbom and David Terrell built a sawmill on Goose creek, in the 
mortbem part of the township. Thfe mill at the village now called Addison was sold 
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to Darius C, Jackson in 1843, aiid about tliat time tlie saw mill was built. The pres~- 
«ut grist mill was built in the fall of 1848. 

Woodstoclt, like Rolliu, ts wholly aii agrlcnltiiral township. The face of t!iir 
country is considerably broken aud profusely sprinkled vrftli small lakes ; there ara- 
fifteen, fowrteen of them wholly within its limits. Besides these lakes, there are na- 
meroTis small streams. Indeed, it may be said o( It, "It is well watered every wlieie." 
In 1870 (here were 11,851 acres of land under cultivation, and the valuation of its fsoms 
and live stock exceeds one million of dollars. It has some splendid farms and elegaat 
farm houses, and taking it altogeUier, it is one of the best of our a^icultural tews- 
aWps. Of churches, it has not a great number. There is a Methodist Episc&paJ 
church in the village of Addison, but it stands witliln the borders of RoUin. A little- 
north of the village, on tlie north half of section thirty-one, there Is a Friends' mest-- 
iug house, and on section twenty-one there Is a Congregational church. 

The earliest settlers have all passed away, and those of the second and third yesas 
are counted among the oldest men and women of the townsMp, Cornelius MUispaw^ 
the first settler, moved into the township of Somerset before 188T, and after a whil* 
moved on sUU farther west. Mrs. Kachael Osbom died In 1851. In 1867 Mr. Jesap 
Osborn moved to Coffee county, Kansas, where he died in 1865. 

The township of Woodstijck has been the scene of two foul murders, or mta-f 
properly, of Ave, for one was a quadruple murder. Mr. and Mrs, BLvlus had Umff 
been residents of the township, and had won the respect and esteem of all theti 
neighbors. They had but one child, a boy nametl David. He wasnotdifEerentfrraa 
other boys, except that he was noticed to have a very revengeful disposition. At sas 
early age he married a dai^hfer of Eira Saiilord. She died July 5th, 1863, and it wa* 
afterwards thought (hat David was instrumental in her "taking otf." At the time ^ 
her deatli she was but nineteen years of age. In February following he married hie 
second wife, a dai^hter of Mr. Thomas Brownell, a clUzen of Rollin township. 
Miss Laura Brownell was a youi^ lady of great personal attrrictions, and appeared tix 
be much attaclied to her husband, and they lived happily for a time. David to(^ s 
iiolaon that he oi^ht to have a deed oi his fatlier's farm, and to induce him to deed il;. 
David enlisted in the army. His Idea vvas that bis parents would rather deed htjn 
their home than have their only son go into the army. In this he was mislakCD- 
Learning his mistake, he hoped he would not receive his commission and appeared 
disappointed when it came. He subsequently deserted the army, and at the liouse of 
his f atlier-in-law liad an interview with his father, who besought him with tears to eis- 
deavor in some way to earn an honorable living. As it was not safe for David to stay 
there, his father gave him one hundred dollars, expressing the hope that It was the last 
money he would ever ask of him. David went to Grafton, in tlie State of Ohio, an* 
engaged in the sale of Blackmail's mallcines, aud earned some money. While thaa- 
employed, he made the acqualntMiee of Miss Myra Hart, tiie daughter of a dry good* 
merchant of Grafton. He was smitten with her chai'ms, aud it Is believed made some 
progress hi gaining her affections. But iliere was a Woodstock lady in tlie wsiy 
of a consummation of his wishes. He resolved to be rid of this encuuibrance, and at 
the same time secure the property he would need to support Miss Hart 

With iliis thought uppermost In his mliid, he left Grafton for Michigan, in January,.. 
1865. He went to his fatlier's liouse and had an interview with his parents and wife, 
and then to Hudson tlie same day. At the livery stable of Green & Johnson he ftp- 
plied for a saddle horse. Mr. Johnson informed hi«i tiiat they had none, but couM 
f umisli him a light buggy. It was winter, but tlie ground was bare. He gave orders- 
to have the horse and vehicle ready on the anival of the uiglit ti'ain from the east. 
Having made these arrangements he went east on the afternoon trEdn. He rettirned 
on tlie Diglit train, took the horse and buggy, and diivii^ to the vicinity of his fatiier's. 
house, hitched the horse among.some bushes by the roadside. Goii^ Into the lutuse 
lie found that his fattier and mother were absent, faking care of a sick neighbor; His 
wife was alone, lie Kent her for his fatiior, siiyine lie must see him immediately 
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JTrs. Bivliis accompanied her husband home. David seated himself beside his (ather 
mider pretense of private conversation, and thus held liis attention wUle lie present- 
ed a pistol to his head and flred. The old man dropped dead. His mother was next 
slain, and then he faced his wife. She plead wltli him tor the sake of their unborn 
child t» spare her life, but the image of Myra Hart was before Ills eyes, and (he brute 
at once murdered his wife and tlieir child. He then set fire to the house and retraced 
his steps to Hadson. He arrived there In Ume to take the morning train eastward. 
A robe dropped from tlie bnggy, told who tlie murderer and incendiary was, and he- 
was immediately arrested. He died in the Michigati State prison. 

The other murder was that of Ehoda Petmook, who was killed by her husband, 
James P. Pennock, on the 33d day of April, 1865. Mr. Pennock had formerly Kved in 
the city of Adrian, aiid tliere owned the McEenzle farm. He removed to Woodstock 
about tlie year 1854, He was upwards of six feet in height, and in 1865 he wtK sixtyt 
seven years old, and his hair was perfectly white. He owned one hundred and sixty 
acres of land on the shore of Devil's Lake, on seoUon thirty-foui'. He was a pi-ofane 
man, excitable and passionate, but liad never been intemperate, and although penuri- 
ous, had never been deemed dishonest On tlie question ot domestic economy 
Pennock and his wife had had frequent quarrels. Their son-in-law had been Giving 
with them, and moat of the household furniture belonged to him and to his wife. 
They had determined to live apaii froin (lie old folks, but the old man objected 
to a removal of Hie furniture. Mrs. Pennock took sides with the yountf folks, 
and tlie result was a series of family quarrels. On the afternoon of the 32d, just, 
before dark, the neiglibors discovered Pennock's barn to be on fire. They 
rushed over there and succeeded in exdngnishlng the flames. Wlien this was done^ 
the house was discovered to be on fire. This fire, also was extinguislied, but while 
they were engaged there Pennock sueceded In firing tlio barn so effectually that it 
was destroyed. When this tliird fire was discovei'ed it first occurred to tlie nefehbor* 
that Pennock waa the Incendiary. Mrs. Pennock was nowhere around, and as dark- 
ness had now come on, they procured lights and went in search of her. They found 
her lifeless body under a bridge whlcli spanned a small stream running Into tlie lake. 
He had killed her by blows on liei' head with some blunt instrument 

The following named citizens have served as supervisors of the township; 1836, 
Nahum Liunh ; ISST, Jesse Selleck ; 1888, Samuel Driggs ; 1839 to '47, both Inclusive, Joel 
F. Knappl 18*8, Orsamus Lamb; 1849, Samuel Dean; 1860 to '67, both inclusive, 
OrsamusLanib; 1868 to "IS, both inclusive, Lewis Sanfoid; 1873 and '74, Manson Car- 
penter; leiito'TH, botli inclusive, A. M. Sickly. 

Vn. WHEATLAND. 

Harvey McGee and family settled in the township of Wheatland late in 1835, and 
Lyman Pease in February, 1836. Pease had lived for some yeai-a west of Adrian, in 
Lenawee county. 

Atthe township meeting held that year, Heman Pratt was elected supervisor, Jno. 
McKn^ht clerk, and Heman Pratt, Nelson K. Knwley, Elias Branch and Aaron, 
TanTleet, justices of Uie pea-je. 

Mi. b'dson Witherell had, In 13S5, located 160 acres of laud in Wheatland, and in: 
1S36, in the month of July, he moved his family on to the land. They came from' 
Adrian throughRolIln, and were three days making the journey. Their place was at 
the end of the road ; all beyond was wilderness. 

In 1836 occurred the first birth and death in town six south : or, as it was then or- 
ganiied, the south part of Wheatland. Mrs. Cook gave birth to a son, and a few 
weeks afterwards died. Elder Parker preached the funeral sermon. 

It Is not perhaps known where or when the first couple were married, or who they 
were, but there was a marriage in 1830. It was necessary) tlien, to-obtaln a license 
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o£ the fowiisliip clerk before conBummatiiig tlie inaniage contract. Thetoivnslilp was 
possessed of a clerk tliat year who thought a record of the license of no value, but he 
demanded and obtamed IJie written consent of Oie bride's fatter before granting the 
license, and this he recorded. In this instance it is as follows : 

"This may certify that I, Silas Cai'mlchael, of the county of Hillsdale, Michigan 
Teri'itorjt, do Rive my consent for Nancy Camiichael, my daughter, to marry Henry 
E. Smith, of L<mui, Lenawee county, Michigan Territory. 

Silas CAitaicuAEi,. 
In presence of 
Henry Carmichael, Dec. mh, 18S(i. 

.Sguire CatrmlchacV 

Mark, too, this clerk w 
althongh It had been a 
a territory. 

The Nokes school house was probably built iu 1838. By this is not meant the pres- 
ent house, hut Its log predecessor. All agree tliat it was tiie first built In town, and 
the next was built in 1897. This last, the house in No. 3, was built by Charles Cac- 
michael. He took the job for 8^0, began It In June, and finished it July 4th. When 
the house was completed, he prepared to go to Adrian to buy some flonr, as the bread 
timber was about to give out. Two of his neighbors also sent for a bnr):el each. 
When he arrived in Adiian there was only one bari'el for sale in the village, ;kid they 
wanted $18 for it. A man told him i£ he would wait until next day he would sell him 
three barrels of flour for 814 a barrel ; he expected a car load of flour next morning ; 
<horse eai-s were tiien used on iJie Erie and Kalamaioo riuiroad.) Carmichael agreed 
to wait. Soon after, Zebulon Williams, who then lived south of Adrian, came along, 
and pressed Carmichael to go home with him for the night. Carmichael consented, 
but before going, deposited the money for the flour with the landlord, and apprised 
ae merchant of the fact Comii^ back to the viUage next morning, he saw tSie man 
iunloading a car load of flour, but the man did not recognize him. Stepping up to him, 
Hie asked, "Have you any flour to sell?" "No," said the merchant, "I have none to 
spare; It is all promised." Carmichael looked blue enough, for well he knew the 
iflour baiiel at home must before then be empty. The man' noticing his disconsolate 
filooks, continued, by way of apology, "Tliey are nearly starving out in the Bean 
iCreekcomitry; ijiere is a man f rom there, here, and 1 have promised him three bar- 
rels ; the money is deposited with the landlord, and it is all I can spare. BTy custom- 
lers mast Lave the rest," "All right," said Cannichael, "I am the man." To yoke his 
■oxen, bring the wagon up, load ^e flonr and start for home, was but the work of au 
■liour, and busily he jogged along until tlie flour was in the houses of the huiyjry 
.settlers. 

Mrs. Charles Carmichael went East on a visit that summer. She started June 8th, 
iftnd traveled from Adiian to Toledo by horse power, but when she returned, the 
jiorses had been exchanged for steam power, and she made tlio trip to Adrian, behind 
& locomotive. 

In 18S9 Stephen Knapp raised tlie first frame barn in tlio township. It stood for 
several years without doors, and it began to be thought among his neighbors that ho 
ilimiled It up before he was able to finish so he could say It waa the fii-st. Clias. 
Cannichaei bidtt his In 1843. The blacksmith who made the hinges advised him 
ito build his doors fii'st, as barns in Wheatland were liable to stand without doors, 
^ut Stephen Knapp was a stirring man, and kept well in advance in all farming work, 
aie sowed tiie first wheat In 18S5. He bought his seed wheat of Charles Ames, frav- 
leUng a woods road as far as Jesse Smith's wlien going for his seed. The famUy also 
«laira he marketed the first corn. 

The farmers of Wheatlajid complain of the hard Ijmes of 1857, 'S8 and '39. Times 
Avere very hard in that new township, and much of it was due to the want of a mai- 
Iket. They drew wheat and oats to Adriwi and sold them, the first for 41 cents, and 
Alie last for 14 cents, pf r husliel. l*erry Knap)) took a loiid of oats to Adrian, and 
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"tirivinfi into the hotel yard broke a 
per bushel, and paid a dollar for Hii 
tliat load of oats. 

When lie Wheatland people use to go to Adrian to mill, it took foiu- days tfl go and 
come; but If tiie Adrian mill was full, or had broken down.whichwa.? sometimes the 
case, and they had to go to Teemnseh, it took lonfier. 

A story has been told of old-time millmg, whicli was In this wise : In 1834, '35 or 'SO 
—no niatter which, but before money went oat of fashion— a boy ot the Talley went 
to Adrian to mill. He must needs be In a huny because bread timber was scarce at 
home, but when he came to Adrian the mill was full. There was not even room to 
set his grist into the mill until room was made by departing teams. He went to the 
miller and laid his case before him. Tlie miller shook his head; first come first 
served was Hie rule, and it could not be varied. "Can't it be ground at some odd 
spell?" "No, it must wait its tnm." "Well," said Uie hoy, "I would like to go home 
in the morning," and at the same time dropped a silver dollar into tlie busy msm's 
hand, Wlien he went to the millinthemomiiighesawot a glance that his grist was 
ground. After breakfast he drove his team around, and without asking any questions 
loaded his grist. The others gathered around, and the question "How is this?" was 
on every tongue. The miller n'as too busy to heed their queries, and tlie boy merely 
said, "Guess there is some mistake about it, bnt I am darned glad o£ It." The boy 
'thinks he saved about four days' time. 

The farmers of Wheatlimd were almost oven'oyed when the Talbot mill started, 
■lint when tlie Rollin mill was put in operation a few months later, they thought them- 
selves out of the woods. The township of Wheatland is entJreiy an agriculturai 
town ; with trivial exceptiona, no other business is catried oa within her borders. Of 
'chur(Aes, she has a sufBcient number to accommodate her church-going people. It 
seems to be conceded that tha first church denization was the free Will Baptist. It 
was oi^auiKed by FaUier Whit-comb mid the Bev. Jonathan Thomas, In 1S37. Botli 
branches of Methodists had church organizations and buildings inaii early day. The 
-class oiganizations of the Methodist Episcopal church were effected very soon aftei' 
the first settlement was made, probably in 1S38, or uot later than 183T. In a very early 
day, tlie ffiev. Mr. Parker settled in the township, and, soon aJter, the Eev. Mr. Doct- 
ilittle, both of them local elders, and they did much to promote the growth of the 
Dhnrcli. Withsuehlaborersas these to supplement the regular-work. It is no wonder 
that Methodism flourished, and as early as iSH liad church buildings in use. The 
.membership of oHier ehurclies were not idle. The early LanesvlUePresbytorian and 
Cougregationalist preachers were self-constttuted Itinerants, and at first gave half of 
^their time to the Wheatland appointment ; bnt very soon such labors were too infre- 
quent for the Wheatland work, and they set up for tiieniselves. At first, a very large 
portion of the Hudson ehm-ch was made up of citizens of WheaHsmd, but these, wltli 
smly a few exceptions, in 1843; transferred tlieh; membership to the Wheatland church, 
which has become a very influential body of christians. The Baptists (ttie regulars), 
also, several years ago, elEected an organization in the township, and in the early 
literature of the denomination the Wheatland church was often mentioned as being 
nailed upon to give counsel to sister churches. 

In the matter of schools, Wlieatland is not one whit behind her neighboi's. Her 
schools, from very early times, have been considered in tJie van lor learning, manage- 
!m*nt and ability. The people have showed their appreciation of good schools by 
building excellent buildings and sustafning lliem liberally, and lately an Institution 
-lias been opened to teach the higher branches of learning, and it is to he hoped tliat 
■it will prove a success. 

The farmers of Wheatland have never been over-anxious for political prefei'ment, 
but they have furnished tlie State two excellent legislators in the persons of Mr. 
Eobert Cox and Albert B. Slocum. They have also, for years, furnished tlie Board of 
Supervisors with & presiding officer. Her supervisors hnve been the following : 1835, 
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Hemaa Pratt, probably; 1S3B, Heman Pratt; 1837, '38 and '39, John Bailey; IMI and 
'*l,Lyn)anPease; 1843, '43 and '44, John Humphrey; 1845, '48 and '47, Zebulon Will- 
iams; 18*8, John Humphrey; IWSamd '50, Zebulon Williams; ISSIand '53, John L. 
Taylor ; 1863 and '54, John Hmnphrey ; 1855, Ebenezer Trumbull ; 1856, John F. Tay- 
lor; 1857 and '58, John McLouth; 1859, Albert B.Slooum; i860 and '61, Jno. McLouth; 
1863, ThoB. KobbEnsilSeS, Wand '65, Jno.McLouth;1866, BenJaminF. Tabor; 1867, 
JohnMcLoutli; 1B68, '69 and '70, Benjamin F. Tabor; 1871, John McLoutli; 1873 and 
'73, Myron McGee; 1874, '75 and '76, Benjamiii F. Tabor. 

Vm, PITTSFOED, 

The first tiiwaship meeting of tlie township of I'ittsford was lield at the house of 
jVJpheus Pratt, on Monday, the second day of May, 1836. Why It was not held in 
April does not appear. Eobinaon H, Wiiitehom was moderator, and Urias Tread- 
well clerk of the meeting. These, with John L. Taylor, a justice of the peace o£ the 
township o£ Wheatland, but residing within the limits of the new township, were 
the inspeetora of the election. 

Officers elected:— Elijah B. Seeley, supervisor; Urlas Treadwell, township clerk; 
John L. Taylor, Kohinson H. Wliiteiiorn, Elijah B. Seeley, and Sidney S. Ford, jus- 
tieeaof the peace; CyrusKlng.AustinNye and Jesse Smith, assessors; Ozen Keith, 
John Williams and Ira Rose, commissioners of hishways; David Strunk, coliector; 
David Strunk, Jesse Elmhall and B«uben Mallory, constables; Alpheus Pratt and 
Daniel Loomis, poormasters ; Cyrus KiiiK, Daniel Loomis tuid Gaylord Tabor, school 
commissioners; Urlas Treadwell, Sidney S. Ford and Eobert Worden, school inapec- 

The town was divided Into four road districts, Olinries Ames, Eobert Worden, 
Oien Keith and Abraliam Brittou were the overseers, and each district was six miles 
long. In cousaquence of some of the officers Idling to qualify, a special township 
meeting was held September ISth,'and Daniel Loomis elected school commissioner^ 
and Elijah B. Seeley and Robert Worden JustJees of the peace. 

Official Reqistbk pok 1837.— Supervisor, E. B, Seeley; township clerk, Eldad. 
B. Trumbull ; justice of tiie peace, Kiisseil Coman ; assessors, K. H. Whitehom, Henry 
Ames, Ira Rose, Benjamin Estes, Koyal Raymond; commissioner of highways, John 
Williams, Gaylord B. Tahor and Daniel Looinis; collectors, Jesse Kimball and Calvin 
Pixley; constables, James S. Sprague, Calvin Plxley, Jesae Kimball and Geordious 
Houghton ; overseers of the poor, Charles Ames and AJpheus Pratt ; school inspect ors^ 
"Unas Treadwell, Robinson H. Whitehom and Laban J. Aylesworth. 

The business ctf 1837 Jiaving all been disposed of, the record of that year closes wiUi 
this announcement; "The meeting for tiie year 18B8 is now adjourne<i[ to the quarter 
stake on the section line between sections fourteen and twenty-tiiree, or at the school 
house to be built thereat, to be held on the first Monday in April next." 

At tliat time persons desiring to he married had to procure a license of the town- 
ship olerfc. Mr, TrnmbuU licensed four couples for that business dicing Uie year. 
As a reminder of olden times and ways, one of tiie entries Is here given ; 

Whereas, Robert O'Mealy applying for a license, according to taw, to be united to 
Sarah Peters in the bonds of matrimony, this Is to certify that I see no I'easons why 
the s^d Robert O'Mealy mid Sarah Peters should not be united In the holy bonds of 
matrimony, and accordfiigly grant the same. E. B. Trumbull, Town Clerk. 

Pittstord, Sept the IStli, 1837. 

In like manner Christopher Clement and Alice Fish were licensed Sept. 31, I8S7, 
Edward Edgerly and Lucinda Britton, December 8th, and James Fuller and Esther 
Stuck, December 30th. 
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commUiionerB of highways, Oieo. Keith, George Gooclrlcli and Lester Monroe; col- 
lector, WiJlard F. Day; sdiool liispeRtors, Laban J. Aylesworth, Cyrus F. Lee and 
ITrias Treadwell; constabies, Willard F, Day and Cyrus P. Lee; overseers of the 
poor, Charles Ames and Samuel Day. 

The reader will perhaps have noticed that some of tlie offlcera elected In 1837, and 
also in 1838, were residents of town eight south, one west (Wrlgbt). Such was the 
case wltli Eussell Comaii, elected Justice of tlie peace, and CaWin Plxley, elected as- 
sessor in 1837, and Timothy Johnson and Calvin Plxley, elected assessors In 1838; but 
then It will also be remembered that Pittsford then extended to the State line. 

Officiai, Register, 1839.— Supervisor, Isaac A. Colvin; clerk, Willard F, Day; 
treasurer, Ozcn Keith; assessors, David Strnnk, Peter Clement, Lester Monroe; col- 
lector, Willard F. Day ; inspector, Kobinson H, Whltehom ; directors of tlie poor, 
Samuel Day and Alpheus Pratt; commissioners of highways. Jams Earl, Gaylord 
Tabor and Linus Monroe ; justices of tlie peace, Abiatliar Power and George Good- 
Here is an item, the last clause of which is respectfully commended to modem 
undertakers: "Voted that the town should pay for the coffin which was procured for 
Henry Prentiss, pve doUojes." 

Some time during the summer of 1839, tlie government removed the Indians 
from Squawfleld. They had encamped on the little St. Joseph for years, and this 
Tillage was the home of the Chief, Bawbeese. Mr. E. E. Maxsoii had now become 
the owner of tlie land, and of course he wanted possession. By tlie treaty of Chicago^ 
1831, the Indian f.Ue had been extli^juished to tie land tn Hillsdale wunty, but tlie 
Indians had not yet been removed to their ttans-Mlssissippi reservation. Mi. Maxsou 
was very anxious to have tiie government move the Indians, but as long as they were 
peaceably disposed and injured no one tlie government was not swift to act. About 
this time occurred a trivial circumstance which was made the lever to effect their re- 
moval. Warren Champlin was theii quite a lad, in his teens, perhaps, jiud was a 
great favorite with the Indians. He shared their sports and felt quite at home with 
(hem. One evening he went down to batlie in Mallory Lake; his younger brother, 
Wien a child, accompanied htm. Leaving his brother on the shore of the lake, with a 
white companion imd two young Indians he took a canoe Mid pushed out into deeper 
water. WliUe hathlng he heard a scream, and looking up he saw a young Indian 
brandisliing a knife and in mimicry passing it around the scalp lock of the little boy. 
Wairen atsonce came to the shore. He foundtheboy almost dead with fright; but 
Bawbeese, who had come out on hearing the cry, explained that tlie Indian was only 
showing Ills companions how to scalp an enemy. 

Maxson took advantage of tliis incident, it is aald, to represent to tlie govermnent 
Hiat the Indians were troublesome, and an order was made for Uieir I'emoval. The 
detachment of soldiers arrived in the ne^hborhood in the evening, secured guides, 
and late in tlie night, when it was supposed all the straggling parties would be in, 
proceeded to the village. The approach was stealthy, and a line of troops had Iieen 
formed around it before tlie alarm was given. When liie Indians were awakened by 
the officers they were very mucli alarmed. The squaws and pappooses' rushed as if 
tliey would gain the vfoods, only to meet a line of bayonets. Then they turned hack 
and made night resound witli Iheir lamentations. But lamentations were naeless; 
the troops were tliere for a. purpose, and Uiat purpose must be accomplished. The 
squaws and papjHioses were loaded In wagons, and the Indians, unarmed, were com- 
pelled to march wltJi the soldiers. All were taken except Bawbeese and his 
squaw. She had recently been confined, and Uiey were left until she should be able 
to go. After she had recovered and tliey had hade adieu to their ftiends among flie 
whites, they, too, turned their faces toward the setting sun. 

Altliough the township had had white Inhabitants for six yeai's, it still might (in 
1880) be called a wild country. Many quite extensive fields had been brought mider 
cultivation, yet the lai^est part of the township was forest,— giganiJe toi-est,— and 
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ivilil game was still a!)U!u!ant. Eldail 13. Ti-umbull, who worked oa the Laiiesville 
mill at ila buiiaing in 1834, and settled In Pittsfotd tlie tollowlng year, has, ever slnco 
Ilia first settlement, kept a daily journal of his business affairs and those things which 
more nearly appertained to himselt and family. In looking over the entries from 
1885 to 'm, one is astonished at tlie amount ot game he killed, and etill did a day'f? 
work every week day and attended worship nearly evei-y LoitVs day. Mr. Trumbull 
tells that his wife was provoked at him becanse once when they were out of meat and 
•a deer came into their dooivyard on Sunday, he refused to shoot it> Sirs. Trumbull 
says she yet thinks it would liave been excusable. 

But the scene has changed; fields are the rule, and woods the exception; but many 
■of tlie brawny arms that felled ilie forests are dust, and oHiers have ceased the active 
duties of life and await the summons. Their labors have made the township of Pitts- 
ford one of tile finest tn Southern Michigan. It is mostly (mricultural, as its 
many fine farms attest. Indeed, it might bo said to be enHrely so, as its manufac- 
turea mre only those necessary to cliaiige the form ot farm products to fit them for this 
table and market Lowe's mill, in the southeastei'n, and Wood's mill, in tlie western 
part of tile township, are almost entirely employed with, farmers' grinding. Pittsford 
lias had many saw Miills within her borders, but as her fine forests have disappeared, 
so also her saw mills have decayed or been removed nearer growing timber. 

Pittsford has furnished flie State with legislators and the county witli execuMvo 
oflicers. In the legislative office, Elijah B. Seeley, Robert Woi'den and John M. Os- 
born, as Representatives, and JohnM. Osbom as Senator, have served the State; in 
Hie county, Eobert Worden has guarded the treasnry, and Wray T. Palmer and Wil- 
lard F. Day liave recorded indentures. 

FolltJcally, the township Is at present Republican. From 1836 to 1843 it vim 
strongly Whig ; afterwards the pai'ties were more evenly divided, so it was not diftl- 
oult 1k» elect a good man on eitlier ticket, as the frequent election of such men as 
Seeley, Keith and Bay shows ; but in 1854 a large part of tie Democrats became Re- 
publicans, and since then it has been strongly Republican. 

The following have been its supervisors: 1836, '37 and '83, Elijah B. Seeley; 1839, 
Isaac A. Colvin; IMO, Elijah B. Seeley; 1841, Ozen Keith; 1843, Elijah B. Seeley; 
1843, Jesse Kimball ; im, Hemy Ames ; 1845 and 'm, Ozea Eeith ; 1847, Jesse Khn- 
ball; 1848, Ozen Keith; 1849, Elijah B. Seeley; 1850 and '51, Ebeneser Stewart; 1853, 
NelsonP.Nye; 1853 and '54, Ozen KeiUi; 1855, Martin H. Webb; 1858, '57 and 58, 
Willard F. Day ; 1869, '60 and 61, Eli Bush ; 1803 to '05, both inclusive, Sidney Green ; 
1866 to '69, botli inclusive, Truman N. Wadsworth; 1870, '71 and "i2,HeiiTyLane; 
1873, Ti'uman N.Wadsworth; 1874 and '75, Henry Lane; 1876, Truman H. Wads- 

As a reminder of the days when men used to be licensed to sell liquors, tlie follow- 
ing item is given: 

We, the nndersigned, the township board of the township of Pittsford. county of 
Hillsdale, and State of Michigan, do hereby grant unto George Miller, of the township 
of PiMsford aforesidd, Ueense to sell wines and spirituous liquors by retail, in a cet^ 
t«ln building owned by him, near the sohool house on the northeast corner of section 
No. 4, in said township, from this date until Hie 13th. day of April next, provided that 
the wines and liquors so sold be not drank or '■" ">^"'- <■">- "w>™i>^„ „f™^=„i,q ^r -oixi 
Miller. Given under oi— '•—-'- "•'- '""• -■"■ 

Wm. Edmobds, Justice. 
j. c. hooaboam, " 
David Kbjip, " 

E. D. WiNEUAK, Dept. Clerk. 

Township Board. 
Some of the early settlers of Pittsford have died, among whom are : 
CTttiwipJiJi— William, March 16th, I87S, aged 73 years; Rhoda, wife, Oct. ISth, 18Gd, 
aged 6S years. 

Ames—ChaxUa, ^pt. 4tli, 18?S, a^d 74 years; Sai'ah, his wife, Deo. a4th, 1869, aged 
>3 years. [For deaths of other pioneers of tliis town see Necrology of Iliidson-l 
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The surface of the township of Somerset Is broken Into numberless conical shaped 
)\llla, Mid interspersed with nninerons small lakes raid large springs of the purest 
water. The highest land in Southern Mcbifian is within its borders, yet tn some 
liaits It needs the services of a drain commissioner to adapt the soil lo more perfect 
cultivation. In quality of soil and beauty of scenery it ranks witiitlie best townships 
of Soutliern Slichlgan. 

In the winter of 1836-7 Jolm McLonth hnilt a saw mill on tlie north branch of Posey 
creek, a tributary of the Bean, and in 1887 William Webster built another saw mill on 
the same stream; botb were long since abandoned. 

The township of Somerset was organized In the spring of 1837, It liad formerly be- 
longed to the township of l^Tieatland. At first the settlement along the Chicago road 
in town five south was the strongest, but the emigration of 1^5 and '39 centered 
jQOstly in town six south, giving it tlie advantage in point of numbers, and in con-, 
sequence each part desired a separation. The northern people sent a petition, asking 
that the towns might be divided and tliat the northern town might be allowed to re- 
tain the old name and organization. They were met in committee on townships by a 
petition of the southern people, askhig for a separation and tliat the sojithem town 
iiiisht be allowed to retain tiie old name raid orgrailzatlon. The legislature decided 
Jn favor of the southern town, and five south became the new town and was named 
Somerset. 

The first township meeting was held at the house of Cornelius Jllllspaw, on Mon 
day, the third day of April, 18S7. The Legislature directed it to i>e held at the house 
of Thomas Gamble. Why it was chraiged is notknoivn. Officers elected;— Heman 
Pratt, supervisor; .Tohn McKnight, township clerk; Amos Falroliild raid'ttiliiam 
Weaver, justices of the peace ; William Mercer, Alvah Poster and Orson HeiTington 
assessors; Daniel Strong, Chaimcey Kennedy and Jonatlian Haynes, commissioners 
of highways; Samuel A. Clark, collector; Comellus MlUspaw and David Weather 
wax, directors of Uieiwoi;; Warner Bunday, Alvah Foster and ArzaFlnnej sfhool 
inspectors ; and Saninel A. Clark, Daniel Millspaw and William Howrad, constable'. 

At a subsequent election, that is to say, in 1880, Timothy Gay was elected a justlci 
of the peace. 

Aa late as 1843 the township psdd bounties for the destruction of wolves. Indeed 
the township seems to have been noted for Its abundant supply of game Klias 
Alley, esq., relates that he killed seventy-six deer within six weeks' time. 

Cornelius Millspaw biult a saw miil on Goose creek, a tributary of tho Rrasin in 
the whiter of 1838. The saw mill has gone to decay, and now a flouring mill oe .upies 
Its place. This last was hidlt by Harrison Fitta, in 1851 or '59. It Is now owned by 
Jesse Tucker & Son. 

There was a Presbj'terian church onsanlzed hi 1836, at what is called Somerset 
Center, and worship was maintained there for many years ; but the society, which 
was consIdeiaJily scattered, was partly absorbed by the church at GambleviUe raid 
partly by a cbiuxih in the west part of the township, and the house was sold to the 



In 1811 Newton C. Woloott commenced manufacturing ralces on the Lead waters of 
Goose creek, raid the business developed cstensiveiy, and for a time It was the lead- 
ing rake factory In MMilgan; but of late the prison makes I'akes so much cheaper 
than he can, that he haA ceased manufactoring. 

The township has furnished Hillsdale county two judges. (Heman pj-att and 
William Mercer,) and tho State one legislator. In tiie person of Dr. Root, of Gamble- 
viUe. 

Supervisors— 183r, Heman Pratt; 1838, WUliam Weaver; 1839,Elias Braneli; 1840, 
William Weaver; ISll, Azariah Smith ; 1843, '4» and 'U, William Mercer; 1845, Jaboz 
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S.MosheT; ISJG aiid '47, Chester limit; 1848 niid '49, Wiliiam Mercer; 1B50 and '51, 
Chester Ilimt; 1853, Daniel C. Crane; 1863, '64 and '66, William Mercer; 1856 and 
'57, William P. Eichai'ds; 1858, William Mercer; 1859, WHliam P. Bichards; 1860, 
Oeorge A, Smitli; 1861 and '63, Sanford Hopkins; 1863 and '64, Newton C. Woleott; 
1865 to 're, both inclusive, Sanlord D. Hopkins ; 1874, '75 and '76, Andrew N. Westcott. 
Towuabip Clerks— 1837, John McKnIght; 1338 and '39, W. 8. Branch ; 1840, James 
Cowans; 1841 and '43, Charles Fai-nsworth; 1843, Geoi^ L.Moore; 1844, Jabez S. 
Mosher ; 1845, George L. Moore ; 1846, John M. Mimson ; 1847, Geoi^ L. Moore ; 1848, 
'49 and '60, Oliver Latlirop; 18B1, Charles Fatnsworth; 1859 and 'S8, Orson Herring- 
ton ; 1854, H. H. Davis ; 1865, Charles B. Moore ; 1856 and '87, Roswell K. Pamsworth ; 
1858 to '69, bolli iuelusive, Aaron Blckford; 1863, Dennis Clancy; 1864, Aaron Bick- 
ford; 1865 and '66, Dennis Clancy; 1867 and '68, Warner Bnnday; 1869, David A. 
Terrell ; 1870 to '76, both inclusive, Oscar D. Brown. 

X. MEDINA. 

The mill, commenced building In 1835, was finished In tlic spring of 18S6, by Laban 
Merrick, and the iirst liunber was sawed on tlie 13th day of April. William Walworth 
built a small mill on Lime creefe, section 31. It was a patent arrangement, and ground 
coarse grain only. Tyler Mitchell was tiie carpenter and millwright, and the mill 
commenced grinding In June, 1836. Walworth died in August—the second death in 
tiie township, the first haiing been Loren, a son of John Knapp, April seventti. In 
the spring of this year Mr. Geoi^e W. Moore i>ecame an inhabitant of the township ; 
he had purchased his land in the spring of 1834. The Bev, David Smith preached in 
the township. He was a Presbyterian clergyman sent out as a missionary, and sup- 
ported by the Pl^esbytery of Western New York. He lived in a small house on the 
farm of Simon D. Wiison, in Seneca, and preaclied in private houses. He removed to 
Illinois In Ihe sprhig of 1837. In June the Rev. Edward Hodge became the pastor of 
the Baptist chnrch, organized at Canandaigua in Jauuary uf that year. He had a 
salary ol two hundred dollars. He lived in aie township of Dover. 

The spring of 1836 was a very severe one for the inhabitants of this part of the Yal- 
ley. The most of them had moved in, In 1835, and as yet had not raised a crop, and 
provisions were very scarce and dear. Even had tliere been provisions that could 
have been bought, many of Ihe settlers could not have purchasted, as they had used 
up their means in purchasing land and moving In. One man who had planted some 
potatoes in the spring of 1836 was obl^ed to dig them up and eat tliem. It was all 
they could get to eat. Flour, when obtainable, was sixteen dollars a barrel ; pork, 
thirty to thirty-two; oats, one dollar and seventy-five cents a bushel; and salt, ten 
dollars a barrel. Some families were obliged to live for weeks together witliout 
bread, and depended upon the rifle for their dally snbsistence. Said the Rev. Wliliam 
E. Warner to Mr. Moore, one day In the fall of 18S6, "We are having smig times at 
our house ; for our brealcf aat this morning we had nothing but pumpkin sauce to eat, 
and Mrs. Warner thinks these are ratlier liard times." 

The hard ttmea, however, did not have the effect to suspend tiie execution of the 
Divine command. Gen. i : 28, On the 14th day of July, 1835, a son was bom to Charles 
A. Prlsbey. The boy afterwards died at Mnrfreesboro, Tenn., June 37th, 1863, 
while a memlwr of the 34th Wisconsin infantry. On the 14th day of November, 
Orrin Green was bom. On flie 18Ui day of February, 1838, a child was born in tbe 
family of Lewis Shepardson, and on the same day a ehlld was bom in the family of 
a Mr. Bayless, in the south part ol the township. On the 94th day of August, 1836, 
Henry C. Foster was born. He, also, died in the service of his country, at Athens, 
Alabama, Sept 34Hi, 1864, a member of the 18tli Michigan infantry. In the summer 
of 1836, Ansel Coats and Phcebe York were married, Daniel H. Ueming oflloiating, 
and September 18th, J. D. Sutton and Abigail Knapp were mari'led. 
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This young town must have begun to feel the curse of Intemperance, for on tlie 
fourth day of July, 1836, Dr. Hamilton delivered a temperance lecture at Canandaigua. 

Tlie Rev. Lorenzo Davis having been sent to the newly organised Bean Creek mis- 
igion of the Melbodist Episcopal church, preached m Mr. John B. Foster's house. 
Mr. Foster had already built Ma second house, and Wie pioneer building was used as 
» church, and school honse. Hr. Davis continued to preach in tliat house once a 
month during that conference year. 

Mrs. Dr. Hamilton taught the school in the Canandaigua school house in tlie sum- 
mer of 1838, and that fall a frame school honse was built in that village. Then 
^Canajidalgua aspired to be the metropolis of Medina township. The same fail a log 
school lionse was built on the farm of Benjamin Kogers, souflieast quarter of section 
twenty-three, Medina had three scliools in Hie winter of ISSB-T ; the Uilrd was tauglit 
by Miss Colgrove, In John K. Foster's house, near Hie northeast comer of section 

In December, 1836, the Baptist church of Canandaigua voted to hold their meetings 
in the village ol Medina. The meetings were held at the ciweliing house of Deacon 
Cook Hotohkiss durii^ the winter of 1836-7 and the summer of 1837, 

Medina village, as It then began to be called, had no physician, and, ignoring the 
Divine command, they coveted their neighbor's doctor. Dr. Hamilton liad built a 
new frame house In the village of Canandiugua, and to induce him to move to their 
vUlage, flie people of Medina purchased tiie house, and the doctor moved in Decem- 
ber, 1836. As the villages are only about one mile apart, it practically could make but 
little difference whether he lived at one or the other of the places; but for the oldest 
village to lose her only doctor lo enrich her rival, was rather humiliating. But their 
cup of liumlUaHon was not yet full. The only frame dwelling house In the township 
was .wltliin her borders, and tills the Medina people determined should not be,— tJiey 
would remove it. Twenty of her most stalwart men went down there, with fifteen 
yoke of oseu collected from among the farmers of Medina and Hudson, to accomplish 
the removal. Shoes were placed under the building, tlie oxen hitehed to It, and 
"Whoa," "Haw," "Get up. Bright," and away the house went towards Medina. To 
avoid the bridge, they cut a road through the woods, north of the creek. The route 
they were compuUed to take to avoid the bends of the creek made the road nearly two 
jniles long, and the house was two (lays in transit; but at last Medina had one frame 
house, Canandaigua none. 

In the winter of 1836-7 tlie Medina Mill Company built a saw mill in the village of 
Medina. They commenced sawiiy; lumber April 1st, 1837. 

On tlie eleventh day of March, 1837, the Legislature set twwn eight soutti, one east, 
oS from Seneca, and gave It the name of Medina. The act directed tlie township 
meeting to be held at such place in the township as the sherifE of Lenawee county 
should by proclamation designate. Accordingly, tiie slierilf issued a proclamation as 
follows : 

PKOCLAMATIOS. 

KoUce is hereby given to tlie electors residing in township eight south, of range one 
east, to meet at the house of John Dawes, in said township, on tlie first Monday in 
April next, at ten o'clock a. m., and there proceed to elect township officers for thu 
year coming, agreeable to law. Given under my hand at Adrian, this 29fh day of 
.Itooh, 1837. J. H. Cleveland, Sheriff oi Lenawee County. 

On the 20th day of March, 1837, the Legislature passed a supplemental act detach- 
ing fractional town nine soutli, one east, from Seneca and attaching it to Medina. 
But the action of the Legislature was probably unknown to the sheriff, hence the 
notice is only to the voters residing in town eight. 

At that time the followli^ named persons were voters In the townsliip of 
Medina as It was Oien actually organized, althoi^h only those living in town eight 
south participated in the township meeUng : Nathaniel W. Upton, John K. Foster, 
John Knapp, Cook Hotchldss, Charles Prisbey, Samuel Fincher, Ebenezer Daniels, 
John C, Hotchklss, Aitemas Allen, Dr, I, S. Hamilton, Kev. ■William E. Warner, 
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Abel Platfs, Patrick McKenny, Tyler Mitelieil, Patrick Dillon, William Cftvender, 
Samuel Gregg, S. Dewey, Omn Pisley, Charles Baldwin, Lnwrenc* Keubottoiti,. 
Hiram Lucas, Asa Parley, Lewis Shepardsoii, Ainasa Converse, N. K. Green, John 
Dawes, Levi B. Wilder, Ben]aiain Holmes, James MeQuillls, Ben Kogers, Ahner 
Rogers, Chester Savage, Justus Coy, Orvill Woodworth, Casslus P. Warner, John 
Powers, Ethan Barns, Seneca Bams, Eallin S~ IQll, Orlando Whitney, John S. 
Hwecney, John D, Sutton, Henry S. Smitli, Samuel Kies, Horace Garlicli, E. H. John- 
son, Levi Gos3, Benjamin Hornbeck and Hiram Wakefield, heads oi families, and 
Elt Upt»n, George W. Moore, Andrew McFarlane, James Biims, Patrick Tmmer, 
Levi Daniels, James Rogers, Charles Stone, Newton Dawes, Alonzo S. Home, Ben- 
jamin Converse, Nathan Stone, John Seeley, J. M. Baggerly, and Zebedee Basgerly, 
unmarried men. 

In accoiilanee with the sheriff's proclamation, the township meeting was held on 
Monday, the 8d day ot April, and officers were elected as follows : Kollin K. Hill, su- 
pervisor ; John Dawes, township clerk ; George W. Moore, Noah K. Green and James 
A. Bogers, assessors; Orlando Whitney, John S. Sweeney and John Powei's, com- 
missioners of highways ; Asa Farley and John D. Sutton, school commissioners ; Ben- ■ 
jamin Refers and Jolin Knapp, overseers of tJie poor; Asa Farley, James A. Kogers. 
Henry S. Smith and Samuel Kies, justices of the peace ; Charles Stone, Casslus P- 
Warner, Horace Garllck and E.H.Johnson, constables; Charles Stone, collector. 

The justices elect drew for term, with the following result: Henry S. Smitli, four- 
years; Samuel Kies, three years; James A. Eiders, two years; Asa Farley, one year. 
The voters thought it necessary to offer a five-dollar wolf bounty. 

Tbenewto^nshlp government did not start off verysmoothly. Hitherto, there bad 
been both school commissioners and school Inspectors, but the legislature abolishes 
the office of school commissioner at their session in 1^87. The people evidently 
thought it was the inspectors that were abolished, for they elected aehool commission- 
ers but no inspectors. Then, also, (hey were in a muddle with their justices. 

In 1630, Cook Hofohltlss was elected a justice of the peace for the township of 
Seneca, which then Included Medma. The Medina pcxiple thoi^ht it not hest to have' 
a Seneca officer hold over amount them, and persuaded Hotchkiss he had better re- 
sign his Seneca office and be elected anew, mid tliey evidently supposed he consent- 
ed to do so, and had done so, for at their election tliey elected the full complement of' 
justices, but omitted Hotchki^ from the list. When the election was over, tlie- 
new justices learned, to their dismay, tliat Cook Hotcbklss had not resigned, and did 
not propose to resign. Here was a muddle. The law provided, for four justices, and 
no more. Four had been elected on a general ticket, and now that there was room 
for only tliree, how could they tell which one was not elected. Thus reasoning, they 
called a special township meeUng to rectify the errors. The special township meeUng 
^Tas held on the 30th day of June, at the house of John Dawes. Dr. I. S. Hamilton, 
Kollin E. Jlill and Noah K. Green were elected school Inspectors, and Asa Farley,. 
Noah K. Green and John Dawes, justices of the peace. Henry S.'Smltli and John 
Kies were left out of the deal this time, and now It became a question who was elect- 
ed to the office. As to Farley, there could be no question; but Smith and Kies, or- 
Green and Dawes—which? Recourse was now had to the prosecuting attorney, and 
he advised theiu that there was nothing in the law to in-event their liavlng five jus- 
tices in such cases, and that the first was the valid election. Later in the season, 
Samuel Kies removed from tlve township. Another special meeting was hold, and 
Samuel Gregg elected justice to fill the vacancy. 

Early in 18S7, the wounded honor ot the people of Canandaigua was somewhat 
healedbythecomingof Dr. Angelf, a botanic physician; but soon after, anewwonnd 
wa^ inflicted. A Mr. Stephenson prepared the timber for a new hotel building which 
li( proposed to put up in Canandaigiia, but being somewhat impecunious, he mort- 
gaged the timber. Afterwai-ds, being unable to pay off the mortgage, he sold the 
timber to Charles A. Prisbey and (!. P. Warner,of Medina village, wiiliout disclosing. 
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the fact that it was mortgaged, Pristey ardWarner drew the iimbertoMedina and 
winstructed the tavern now owned by Mr. Alien. The mortgagee made them pay Ms 
ilebt, but Medina bad a frame hotel. 

Another little incident occurred about that time, which tended to even matters up 8 
little. In the fall of 1838, an itinerant frnit tree vender brought some apple trees ia 
Canandwgua tt> sell U> the farmers of Medina and Seneca. He had fifty more than he 
could dispose of, and these he buried in Cavender's field. In the winter, a Medina 
man coming by the field, discovered the tree tops covered, with snow, and aslced 
Bums Cavender what it meant. He said Gregg had thrown a drunken Indian out of 
W« bar-room, he haddiedfroniexposure,an(lhlsbody was buried lightly and covered 
with brush. The Medina man went home, revolving in his mind the tritgic death of 
the Indiau. He caDed a secret council, and it was delflrmined that the matter must 
be investigated and Gregg punished. In the dead of the night, six of Medina's most 
valiant sons sallied forOi, armed with axes and spades, for a march on Canandaigua, 
They came to tlie spot and attempted to remove the brush, but their hutt ends had 
sank in the mud and frozen down. The axes were called in requisition, and the 
Jjtuah out away even with the ground. Then the digging commenced, and in the 
course of an hour's hard work the bodies and roots of tlie trees were exhumed. 
They went home sadder and wiser men, desiring above all things to keep their agen- 
cy in the matter a secret. But "murder will out," and they had to pay for the trees ; 
and what was of more consequence to them, be jeered at by the Canandaigna folks. 

On the Tth day of March, 1SS7, a church was oi^anlzed in the south part of tlie 
township, and called the First Congregational church of Medina, It had eleven mem- 
bers, and the Rev. Paul Shephard was its first pastor. 

On Ihe 30th day of May, the name ot the BaplJst church was changed t* "The Bap- 
tist church of Medina," and in the fall a small church building was biult. Apost- 
oESce was established at the village of Medina this year, and Artemus Allen was 
made postmaster. Mr. Lauren Hotchkiss came into the township from Adrian, whith- 
er be had come In ISSl. 

In the summer of this year, 1837, the Medina Mill Company built a grist-mUl. The 
building was one and a half stories high, and 34 by 36 feet. In It were placed two run 
«« stones. I. H. Luddon, was the millwright, and J. C. Lewis built the wheel. The 
old building now forms tJie north and lower portion of the Kerr mill. The first flour 
was ground In tills mill on Thanksgiving day, 1887. In thefall, (Seoi^eW. Brower 
built a saw-mill on Lime Creek, on section twentj'-three, and commenced sawing in 



Csnanda^ua was platted October 36th, 1835, by Ira White, but Medina village was 
BotplatteduntJlayear and a half later. The plat was made and acknowledged by 
Asa.hel Finch, Cook Hotchkiss, Artemus Allen and L. Hotchkiss, March 30tli, 183T. 

In 1838 B. F. Hutchinson purchased the Canandaigua sftw-raill,and built an addi* 
tlou to it in which he put the Walworth grinding mill. Dr. EuJus KIbbie settled in 
Cataindaigua tliis year, and resided there and practiced medicine until he removed to 
Coldwater. 

The Legislature, at Its session in 1838, cliarlercd the Medina & Canandaigua Rail- 
road Company. Cook Hotchkiss, John Knapp, B. F. Hutchinson, Samuel Gregg, 
William Billings, Artemus Alien and Ebonezer Daniels, were the corporators named 
ia the act The subscription books of the company were to be open two days each in 
tha villages of Medina and Canandaigua. Thirty days' notice of the time when, and 
place wliere, such books would be open, should be published in the Constltutitmal- 
{Mtar Watchtouier. The route was to be fromMorenci, through Canandaigua and 
Medina, to some point on the Southern Eallroad In Lenawee county. 

Ill the fall of I83T the new township furnished the Statealegislator in theper- 
san of Lauren Hotchkiss. The subsequent j-ear, 1839, he was ordained to the mln- 
islty of the BapUst ohmch, and was the pastor of the Medina church several years on 
asslary of $135ayear; and if times were hai'd, and hia people could not well pay,' he 
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(lldnot exact all of lliat. In ISWhe built a saw-mill, at what is now Tiffin, and about 
1844or '45amill wasbuiltbyNatlianBassettforeai'diug wool, and, later stiil, for 
fulling, stearins, coloring and pressing cloth. Weaving and spinning were also car- 
ried on to some estent in tlie establisliment. About 1351, Mr. Hotclikiss boi^ht tlie 
property, exchanged the machinery for flouring apparatus, and began. grindiuKgrEdn. 
The mill was afterwards the property q1 Morse and Christophers, and now is owned 
by C. C. Morse & Sons. 

This year, 1839, Medina liad its first celebration of American Independence, at Can- 
andaiRiia. The committee of arrangements were A. L. Downer, B. F. Hutchinson, 
F. H. Hagamau, John McGowan, John D. Wolf, Philo Wilson, Orlando Whitney, 
Hiram Lucas, Lawrence Bheubottom, William BlUliigs, Samuel Eies and Kobert 
Sloan; president of the day, Samuel Gregg; chaplain, Eev. Mr. Bacon; orator, 
Wheeler M. Dewey ; readers, Philo Wilson and John M. Bird. They had militiit com- 
panies in those days, and Capt. Drown and his Bean Creek Eangers did the escort 
duty of the day. The dinner was free, and of c6urse ended with regular and volun- 
teer toasts. Here is a specimen of Hie volunteer kind, and Is given as tending to 
show the humble bearing of the men of those times: "We, the citizens ol Beaa 
Creek, mMvalted in industry, nnsurpassed in virtue and morality, and unremitting in 
our efforts to fulfill fl\e Divine command to multiply and replenish the earth." 

August 28tli, 1839, one of the settlers of 133* died. It was Cook Hotehklss, the 
fo\mderottheBapt!stchurchofMedlna, the first blaoltsmith and the first Justice of 
the peace In tiie township. One of his neighbors said of him, "Ho was a consistent 
christian, a kind neighbor and a true filend." 

In 1830, Mr. Hutchinson built another addition to the Canimdaigua mUl, and put 
in one nm of stones. Penniman and Ashley bought this property about 1844, and in 
that and the following year built a new mill three stories higli, 40 by 60 feet, costing 
810,000. It was burned Nov. 19, 1850, and a few years since a small mill was built. 

In 1810, to '44, tiie villages of Medina and Canandaigua were at the height ol tlieir 
power, grandeur and glory. The two villages did the most extensive milling business 
In the Talley, If not in the county. The Medina mill alone, In 1840, floured 40,000 
bushels of wheat, besides custom work, and the store of Allen Daniels & Co. was tiie 
most complete In Lenawee county, outside of tlie village of Adrian. The original 
merchant nf the township of Medina was a Mr. Saulsbury, at CanandMgua, In 1835. 
He was succeeded by Green In 1836, also at Canandaigua, and Allen Daniels & Co., 
at Medina, were the third in the mercantile succession. 

In 1841 or '43, (he people of Medina tovmship bad another evidence of the advance 
of the country from Infancy to maturer growth in the establishment of a distillery at 
Canaadiugiia by Franklin Smith, then lately of the village of Hndson. The distillery 
continued In operation for several years, and, it is said, made a very poor article of 
com whisky. Mr. Smith, while there, was made Colonel in the Michigan mllitia,aiid 
hence derived his milibury tiHe. Ho returned to Hudson aiwut 1853, and lor a while 
tun the Wirts steam mlU, and suddenly developed Into a temperance man ; and as he 
formerly Mded In tiie manufacture of drunltards, so now his temperance views were 
of the strictest and most uncompromising kind. After the death of bis wife, a 
liauRhter of the Eev. David Pratt, he went West and engaged In building railroads, 
and became very wealthy. He has since lost bis only daughter, helped to bury every 
member of his father-in-law's family, except the old lady, and he now makes fre- 
quent visits to Hudson to care for her. His only hate seems to be against dealers in, 
and drmkers of intoxicating drinks, and those who aid or encourage them. In the 
manifestaUon of this hate, he sometimes seems umeasonable. 

About 18^ or '46, Mr. and Mrs. Barrows opened a select school in the central part of 
the township. They boai-ded their pupils who came from a distance, and exercised 
parental care over tbem. The school was rather under Hie auspices of the Congrega- 
tional church, was largely patronized by members of that church abroad, and was a 
gjod school. The Congregational society at that jioint built a church building on sec- 
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tion twenty-six. It was dedicaW in 1849. The Kev. George Bamum was its pastov 
lor nine years, and under Ills niinisti'ations the church prospered. In 1858 and '59, 
many of ite moat substantial supporters removed from the township, oUiers trans- 
ferred their membership to the new churches at Canandalgua aiid Moreiicl, and the 
church becaine extinct. The building was afterwards taken dowii, rebuilt at Pratt- 
ville, Hillsdale county, and re-dedlcated as a Congregational elinrch. 

About Uie year 1344 a Methodist class wiB organi7.ed near Hie southwest comer of 
the township, and biiilt a church on the west side of section thirty, bnt afterwards It 
became the property of the United Bretliren. 

In the year 1814, Dr. Hamilton removed from Medina to Adrian. He afterwards re- 
moved to Tecumseh, wliero lie stiil resides. Di'. David Brown succeeded him. Dr~ 
Brown was a son o£ father Elisha Brown, of Hudson. He read medicine with Dr. Ham- 
ilton in Medina, and graduated at a Massadiuaetts college In the spring of 1843. He 
returned to Medina and commenced practice with his preceptor, whose removal in 
i&a left him a lai^e practic*. He died in Medina in 1858. 

About tills time, also, (1844), Judaon R. Hyde came to Medina, where he lived until 
about 1850. He married the daughter of Mr. Cornelius DcMott. Miss DeMott should 
have been mentioned as bringing, inl839, the first piano into tie township of Medina. 
On leaving Medina, Mr. Hyde and family went (o Hudson. He afterwards resided In 
Hew Tork, then In Omaha, again in Medina andHudson, and finally again in Omaha, 
where he became the land agent of the Union Pacific Ritiiway Co., and tliere Mrs. 
Hyde died. 

In 1840, ft new Baptist church was built in tiie village of Medma. It was remodeled 
and re-Hnished in 1875. 

In 1848, a Dutch Reformed church was oi^nized at Canandwgua, The Eev. Mr. 
Hermans preached there two years as a missionary. The church Is exiinet. 

In'l848or '49, Chester 8av^ebuiltasaw-mill on BeanCreefe, in the southeastern 
part of the town. Medina has had several steam saw-mills, menUon of which will be- 
made In this connection. Benjamin Durfte built a mill in the western part of the 
town, about the lime under consideration, 1848 ; John Johnson built a mill near tJie 
residence of Ills father-in-law, Orvllle Wood worth, esq.; Orris R.Baker, amillonseo- 
tion seven, in town eight south; C.H.Baldwin, a mill in Canandaigua, andGeorjte 
Beach a mill In Medina village. 

As before stated, a postoffice was established in Medina village in the spring of 
18B7. A weekly mail was received until 1840, and subsequent to that date a semi- 
weekly mail. In 1850 the postoftlce was removed to Caiiandidgua, and Samuel Gre^ 
appointed postmaster. A petition was sent to Washinglon to have the office returned 
to Medina. No action was taken, however, until 1851, when a new postoffice was ea- 
tahlished at Medina, and Ebenezer Daniels appointed postmaster, and the two ofllees 
have existed within a mile and a half of each other until the present time. Sinoe 
18^ there has been a dally mall run between Clayton and Moienei, by the way of- 
Medina and Canandaigua. 

In 1858, the inhabitants of Medina, feeling the need of better school facilities thao. 
could be obtained in the district schools, ors:anized a Joint stock company and built 
an academy building, SO by 50 feet, two stories high. Alonzo M. Carson and wife, at 
Hudson, tav^t the first year, and were succeeded by Mr. O. L. Spauldlng,slnceGen- 
O. L. Spaulding, of St. Johns, in this State. Among (he Instractors employed at the 
Oak Grove Academy, as it was named, were Prof. Edwin Cook, of Chicago ; Gen. By- 
ron Cutcheon, of Manistee ; Prof. Swan, of Exeter, N. H. ; Prof. John Drake. Hew 
York; B. F. Boughton, Wis.; BdwinB. Sayers and Henry W. Norton, of thiseoimty. 
The Academy was incorporated in 18T3. Its students adorn every path of life, from 
the honorable Congressman to the independent farmer. The Hon. John Baker, mem- 
ber of Congress from Indiana, was one of its earliest students. Eleven of its students 
have graduated at the various State colleges, and more than seventy-five were officers, 
cr soldiers in the war of the rebellion. 
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In 1853 ov '54, Dr. Rufus Kibble left Cananaaigua and went to Coldwater, in this 
State. Dr. Todd, now of the city of Adrian, settled in Canandaigua in 185S, and rc- 
SHBined four years, when he removal to Adrian. Dr. Chappeil canie in 1844, 
and is still in practice ttiere. Dr. Brown died In Medina, In 1858, and was succeeded 
»y Dr. Weeds, wlio renifdned until, in 1661, he was commissioned a em^eon in tlie 
United States army, Dr, Jas. S. Power ancceeded Dr. Weeds, and remained imtil 
1886. Dr. Ely, an eclectic, and Dr. Doc^e, an allopath, are tlie present practltionexs 
'4a the Tillage of Medina. In addition to the pliysiciaus already named, Drs. Titua, 
Hampton and Kendall, have practiced medicine in Medina. Dr. Titus came to Me- 
dina about 1845, and for a time was a partner of Dr. Brown. He removetl t» the State 
«f New York, thence tw Miasdm^, returned to Medina in 1863. and staid one year. He 
was a skillful praclitioiier, but his ijitemperate habits unmaimedhim for buainess. 
Br. Carles G. Hampton practiced in company witliDr. Bi-own two or three years, and 
^lerwards, for some time, lived on a farm near flie village. He removed to Texas 
about 1859 or '90, but on account of Union senUments, was driven out of tlie Soutli 
In 1861 or '63. After his return, he practiced medicine in Hudson for a time, and 
then removed to Muir, in this Stat«. He married n daimhter of Capt. Dro^ivn, ot 
Medina. His oldest son enlisted in the ISth Michigan Infantry, was taken prisoner 
at Athens, Ala., confined in a i-ebel prison, and, after exchange, was killed by the 
explosion on the steamer Sultana, in April, 1865. Dr. Kendall lived on a farm m the 
sonth part of the township, and practiced medicine for many years. He is now sell- 
ing drugs in Eayette, Olilo, 

About 1858 or '59, the MeBiodlst societies at Medina and Canandaigua biiilf 
ohnrchea. In 1858, a Congrei?afionallst society was oi^^anized in Canandaigua, and 
the Rev. Geo. A. Nichols, a Presbyterian clergyman, preached to them one year In 
iSm the church was organized, and a church bniidli^ erected.whleh was dedicated in 
Jnly, 1860. The Rev. Mr. Hyde was the first pastor; he remained twojear«, and \ia.s 
»tteeeeded by the Eev. Herman BriSs. In the summer of 1870 the society built a 
tiricb parsonage. 

No township in the Tailey lias furnished Hie State so many legislators as Medina, 
She has ftimislied one Senator, Dr. Kutus Kibble ; five Representatives, who served 
an aggregate of eight t«rms, as follows : Lauren Hotchkiss, Ebenezer Daniels and 
Charles A. Jewell, one term eadi; Philo Wilson two, andNoah K. Green three terms. 
Ebenezer Daniels was a member of the constitntioual convention of 1850, and Jacoh 
C. Sawyer of ttiat of 186?, Philo Wilson served one term as connty Judge. Super- 
visors : 1887 and '38, Eollin R. Hill ; 1839, Euf ua Kibble ; 1840 and '41, Geo. W. Brower ; 
1843 to 1849, both inclusive, Noah K. Green ; 1850 and '51, Edward C, Perkins ; 1853, 
Noah K. Green; 1653, Edward C. Perkins; 185*, Jacob C.Sawyer; 1856, John Dawes ; 
4856, Cari'isD. Hampton; 16B7, Joseph Hagaman; 1858, '59 and '60, Hoah K. Green; 
SSSl to 1869, both inclasive, Charles A. Jewell ; 1870, "71 and 'T3, Chas. C. Morse ; 1873, 
■Edwin Hafl; 1874, Chas, C, Mowe; 1875, Chester R. Lyon; 1876, Chas. C. Morse. 

By the kindness of Mr. George W. Moore, the following list of officers and soldiers 
furnished by Medina to the armies of the Republic during the wai' of the rebellion, is 

OMPtretJitfcMifrn^.—Kettimed, James Donaldson, Louts Heath, Wm. C.Moore. 

New First Jn/cwitri/.— Returned, Thomas Hannan; killed, Edward P. Brown, at 
second batUe of Bull Run, Va., Aug. SOth, 1863, 

.SeiKmd rw/antn/-— Returned, Benj, F. Heydenberk, Lester Cniver. 

.Third Iwfanin/.— Died, J. S Weeds, at St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 15tli, 186S. 
FoutrSi InfatUry.—lietvmeiA, Harrison Hamlin, Royal Hamlin, Albert Wilbur, 
James Bropm, tieo. Donivan, Irwin P. Perry, Cyrus MHlins, Chauncey Heatli, 
Edgar Heath, Thoa, C. Williams, Jonathan Fink, John Townsend, Alfred Town- 
send, Sterling Chatfield, John C. Hotchkiss. Killed, J, S. Bailey, Malvern Hill, Va., 
June 39th, 1863; L. L. Kenyou, MalvernHtll, Va., Julyl, 1863; W. H. Palmer, Pe- 
.Jershnrg.Ta,, June 14th. 1864; IlenryS. Lawrence, ChancellorsvlUo, Va., May 5th, 
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1863. Died, L. Cox, Hunts ville, Ala., Feb. esd, 186.5; E. H. Wheeler, Georgetown, 
D. C, Aiy;. aeth, 1861 ; Geo. W. Milliiis, ot sfarvation, AndersonvUle, Ga„ May 16th, 
1864; Peter Gatiagan, of wounds received at Gettysburg, Pa.; Chas. Heath, New 
Tork city, March, 1863; Moses Rose, at Predricksbiitg, Va., MayBth,1864; Hiram 
EOBC, at Washington, D. C, July 9Hi, 18M; Harvey Warn, st Llbby prison, 1864 

Seventh Infantry.— 'RetamsA, Lieut Janies Donaldson, Horaee Klce; died, Geo. 
Knapp, Washington, D. C, 1863. 

ElevmiSi Ij^an^.—'RetiiTDeA, *Capt. Lewis Heath, Andrew McFai'land, Peter 
Malamy, Levi Mimning, Sumner Manning, Henry Lawrence, JohnOsbom, Alonzo 
Kinney, Henry Spring, Ira Baker, Leroy Coats, Oliver Converse, James Culver, Getk 
SaTage, Marvin Wood, Henry Lewis. Killed, David Edwards, Stone Eiver, Tenn.; 
L. P. Wilktns, near Atlanta, Qa., Aug. 16th, 186*. Died, Horace Oaborii and Wllllami 
Sutton, In Kentucky, 1869; Geo. Peters, Nashville, Tenn,, 186S. 

Fifteenth Infantry.— RetarneO., Thomas Rooney, Timothy Creeden, JolmO'Con- 

SeventeenOt J-nfaiitn/.— Returned, John Morlarty ; died, Thos. McKeimey, Knox- 
ville, Tenn., Nov. 16tli, 1864. 

EighteenOt Infantry.— Retamea, *Capt. W, C. Moore, Lieut. C. A. Jewell, John 
Creen, Andrew J. H. Gove, jr., IraL. Forbes, Nelson Rice, Hope Welch, Jas. Holmes, 
William Gundermah, Henry Clark, Preemaii Gould, Benson Gray, Harlow 8. Uilli- 
lier, Wm. H. Hawkins, Wm, Hughes, Frank Drown, Emmons Hyde, Samuel Both- 
well, Jas. Bothweli, Wm. Bennett, Le\vis Converse, Geo. J. Johnson, An<Irew J . Jew- 
ell, Warren Bennett, Wm.McCarty, Cyrus Baldwin, Allen Paulding, Chas. Barber, 
Chas. Wheeler, Alvin Wilbur, DeWltt Garlick, Henry Emmons, Ephraim Sloan, Geo. 
Bebee (deserted); Mark Goss (now in U. S. Insane Asylum, Washington, D. C.),, 
Killed, Henry 0. Poster and Fernando Wheeler, Athens, Ala,, Sept. 24th, 1864; Hen- 
ry Chatfield, near Hunteville, Ala., Nov. SSUi, 1864. Died, N. Bailey, Lexington, Ky.„ 
April 333,1863; Orrin S. Upiiin, Nashyllle.Tenir., Sept 1st, 1864; (SeorgeW. Proper, 
Camp Chase, Ohio, June 30tii, 1865; A. W. Gould, Danville, Ky., March 7th, 1S6B; H.. 
Ogden, Nashville, Tenn., May 13th, 1864; Peter Hoyt and Henry Baker, Nashville, 
Tenn., Nov. SOth, 1804; John Bennett and Joseph Bemiett, NaslivUle, Tenn., 1864; 
Hennan Higloy, Stevenson, Ala., November, 1864; Joshua Kinne, Stevenson, 
Ala.. Dec. 9^,1864; MiltordGraJiam,Na3hvllle,Tenn., Jan. 19th, 1864; Charles E, 
Greer, 1867; James H. Main, 1865, at Medina, of disease eontraote4i In Hie army; Jer- 
emiah Spring, H. H. Vancourt, James W.Bradlsh, Warren Upton, Frank Hampton 
and Seymour H. Main, April 37th, 1865, on flie steamer Sultana, 

Tiueniy-IMrd iJi/tmin/.—DIed, Edward M. Spaulding, Bowling Green, Ky,, Feb, 
lOtb, 1863. 

sioiy-Mgh^ OJiio.— Keturaed, Martin V. Palmer, David Palmer and Lewis Smith. 

Py^-Sectmd OMo Iii/cuitrj;-— Killed, Horace B. Jewell, near Atlanta, Ala., July 
19tJi,1864, 

Ninth CtMMlrg/.— Died, Robert W. Camphell, at Medina, of Injw.'ies received in the 

ElevmOi CouoZtt/.— Refumed "BenJ. F. Heydenbeit, David Stud:, Henry Law- 
rence, Marvin Rogers. Killed, Samuel F. Smith, supposed at Salti'ille, Va., Oct. Sd, 
1S64. Died, Charles Wood, in Kentucky, 1864, 

JVtMrtfi. Batten/.— Charles Levris (deserted). 

Sixm, Battery.— mea, Geo. A. Graham, Grand Eapids, June 9th, 1864. 

EighSi Battery (DeGolyer's)— Returned, Lieut, Edward Luce, Laban Shaw, Isaac 
Rose, Orrin Smith, Decatur Belden. Died, David Farewell, TIcfcsbnvj;; J.Joughin, 
Memphis, Tenn., Feb. 14th, 1865 ; A. Dutcher, Marietta, Tenn., Aug. SStli, 1863, 

NiMh BaOerii.—mitd, G. L. Baker, Atlanta, Ga., Aug. 7th, 1804. Died, Ell Banq- 
uet, Detroit, 1864. 

Berdaii'SjStorjJsJiooters,— Returned, E.C. Famsworih, Edwin Cramer, Albert Jew- 
ell, Edwin Walton, Andrew Walton, Estel Hoag. Billed, El bridge Jewell, at Kelley's, 

*ile-ealistea. 
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JTonl, Va., Nov. 8th, 1883; Otis HlRley, Gettysburg, Pa,, July Sd. 1883. Died, Simon 
•Rose, Philadelplila, Aug. 25th, 186S; Eugene Smith, Yirgiiiia, February, 1863. 

First Mechanics and aigln^ers.— Eeturned, Mai'tin Johnson. Klllccl, William 
Johnson, Oil steamer Sultana, April 37th, 1885. 



XI, SENEGA. 



Notwithstandiiis tlio many piu'cliases of land in 1S.T4 and 1835, in Seneca, oonsidtr- 
erable of her domain was Government property in the spring of 1836. During tiiat 
jew, purchases of Government land were made, as follows; IcaL, Itlills, March 
«8tli; William Camp, May aoth; James Mather, Nov. 7th; Jacob L. Roy, Sept. S6th ; 
Kelson Camp and John Camp, May SBth ; Augustus Ford and Kobert Furnian, June 1st ; 
John R. Willis, July 4th; HenryV.Hann, June 10th; GeoTge Packard, May islfli; 
Oliver Furmaii, June 30th; Samuel Jordan, February IBth; John B. Norvis, July 
Sith; Josiah Randolph, May S8th; Lois Morey, January 18th; Japheth Cross, 
March 17th; John McVicker, June 1st; Gedatha Cross, June IBth; Moses Logon, 
April 35tli; Stephen W. Powell, March 16th; William Sei-vice and Warner Wing, 
March 17th; Asa Arnold, February 18th; George Dunlap, Mfffch 21st; George L, 
■Church, March aith; Edwai'd Riee, April 19tii ; William Banei-oft, Jan. 19th; Jed- 
«diah Jessep, Jan. asth ; ElkiaiahBrlgga, Jan. 25th; DanielTuttle, Feb. fllii; Edward 
Willis, Feb. aitli. 

Worlc had been commenced on Uie territorial road in the winter of 1884r-S, and in 
3836 was passable, but never was a good road. 

In tlie spili^ of 1836, Japheth Whitman settled in, or where Morenci bow is, built 
:& log building and opened a frontier store, the stoelc consisting of articles In the dry 
^oods, hardware, grocery, drug and saloon line. Some time afterwards, Wm. Sutlfln 
kept a tavern In a log building, tiie first hotel in Seneca township. 

Franklin Cawley came to Morenci in 1836. He boi^ht hia land In 1850, of James 
Annitage, of Monroe, and a lai^e pait of the village of Morenci is on tite land tJius 
liought. 

In 1838 apostoflice was established, and Mr. Whitman made postmaster. Its name, 
Morenci, was given by Mr. Simon D. Wilson. 

In 1841, David M. H^lit came here and opened the second store witiiin the terri- 
tory denominated Seueca. Morenci,however,wasbut little more than a country post- 
«ffice until about the year 1860, when it took a new growth. 

Almost immediately after his coming here, in 1836, Mr. Franklin Cawley purchased 
Hie pioneer saw-mlll on the Bean, about one and a lialf miles above the site of Mo- 
renci. It had been built in 18^, by Jacob Baker and Horace Garlick. About the 
year 1850, Franklin Cawley purchased the land on which Morenci is principally built, 
and himself, Dennifl Wakefield and Geoi^e W. Wilson built the saw-mlll, and alter- 
Serward the grist-mill, and also opened a store. 

In 1853, there were four stores in Morenci. The original store had ceased to exisL 
Mr. Haight was still selliiig a few goods. Asa A. Kennedy and Moses S. Worth had 
teach littte stores, and the store of the mill company made the fourth. In the fail ot 
;t1tat year, Silas A, ScoSeid came to Morenci, built a building, with steam power, and 
oCOiomenced the manufacture of furniture. He afterwards, tlie comramiity seeming 
-to demand it, added planeing machinery, and extended his business In any direction 
ithe need oi liie place seemed to demand, sometimes to his own detriment financially. 
Mr. Scofield has been one of those nsef ul men wiiich every new village needs, who 
T^'ork hard and disinterestedly to build np the place, but who fail to amass fortunes. 
They are of more use in building up a place than money-lenders; while they fail, 
Sheir work remains to enricli others. But Mr. Scofield is yet a young man; he has 
acquired a respectable fortune which, it is to be hoped, wilt develop inlo wealth. 

In 18-51, the Hon. James P. Cawley bouglit the store of the mill company and com- 



„Google 



SENECA.-WltIGUT. 119 

menccd tusinesa on ]iis own account. He eontiiiued In buslnoss until 1860, by !iim- 
self; at that time he formed a copartiiersiiip with Messrs. Rothrock & Green. In 1873, 
bavinR become involved by reason of his conneetipn with tho Morenei Woolen Mill 
Co., he was declared a bankrupt, and Ills estate woaad up. He afterwards removed 
to Detroit, and Is now Interested in the house of L. H. Dean & Co., commission mei'- 
cliants. Mr. Cawley is a very competent business man, a prominent member of the 
Methodist church, and & useful member of society. For one term he represented 
Ijenawee county in the State Senate. 

Abouttliesame time, Peg^& Swindle built the tannery. It afterwards became the 
property of Wilson & Swindle. It was bumeil iu 187*, but has been rebuilt. 

About 1855, the Eev. John Crabba came to Morenei and established himself here as 
a tailor. Hereraaiuod iu that business, preaching on Sunday apart of the time, un- 
til the war of the rebellion. He was commissioned chaplain In an Ohio regiment, and 
was stationed the most of the time with Gilmoro, on the Island before Charleston, 
South Carolina, Since the war, he engaged for a lime In the iifo insurance business, 
but latterly has resumed his old business. 

David M. Blair came to Morend about the same time, and engaged in blacksmith- 
ing. This buainess he has developed, until he now has one of the finest carriage man- 
■ofactories in Southern Michigan. 

The village of Morenei now haa four churches, in which the Methodists, the Bap- 
:^ist3, tho Congregattonalists and the United Brethren, worship. 

Since 1860, iJie village has made rapid progress, more especially since tlie comple- 
tion of the Chicago & Canada Southern R^lway gave them railroad communlcaUon 
with the rest of the world. The villase sensibly feela ttie pressure of hard times, es- 
pecially iu the loss of her woolen mills, and the consequent embarrassment of some 
of her best business men. The village, a few years since, became incorporated, but 
the hard times have prevented any great municipal Improvements. The township has 
isufllelent milling privileges. Besides its original water-mill, Jind the Morenei mills 
already spoken of, it has a steam mill in the northeastern part, and the Canaudcdgua 
^nill, near its northwestern boundary, are easily accessible to its inhabitants. 

ItsoIBciallist Is not large. It has furnished one sherifE to the county, Col. S. B. 
Smith, and one Senator to the State, the Hon. James P. Cawley. 

Besides Its religious organizations, the township has », lodge of the Independent 
Order of Odd reliowa, a Masonic Lodge and Chapter, and a Farmers' Grange. 

The old men and women are fast passing away. Baker, Cawley, Dr. Swaney,Mrs. 
Wilson and others, are gone. Simon D. Wilson and Ellas J. Baldwin linger In feeble 
health. Coomer, Wakefield and a few others, perhaps, of the setUera of 18B4, are yet 
strong, but a few more years will have removed them all. How important, tlien, 
that some willing and competent hanij, living in the townahip, collect more of the 
facia of the history of tlio early settlements of the township, that they may be pre- 
served to posterity. 

Xn, WRIGHT. 

'The family of Mr. Russell Comaii spent thcwmttr of !^35 b in the midst of an 
jlmerican forest, miles from any neighbors. The nearest neighbor to tiio iiortii 
ward was Mr. Whltbeclc, on the town line between Medina and Hndson, aad (he 
next, east of him still, the Eev. Mr. Warner. On the Hudson, or county line road, 
there was none nearer than Lowe's mill, and it it believed none nearer than Samuel 
Davis, northwest comer of section thirty, Hudson. It was a lonely winter— not even 
Indians for neighbors. 

Mr. Michael Lickley and family settled in the northwest comer of the town in May, 
J836. As soon as spring opened, Mr. Samuel Coraan put his family in motion towards 
the wilds of ftlichigan. The party consisted of himself and wife, his aon, Curtis 
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Comaii, and wife, Ills daughters, Lydia aud Orpha, and sons, Samiiei P., Stephen W.^ 
Francis II. and William E. The journey from Toledo was made by team, the womon 
of tlie party walking nearly the entire diafance. From CaiiiindEUgua Uiey were direct- 
ed to Hudson ; arrived there, tliey took the Bouth road and encamped at Its end, on 
the top of the hill south of Lowe's mill. A lamOy had Jat«ly arrived there and bnllt 
a, Bhanty. The hoya from here went to look for Russell, and having foraid him the 
iamily was pOoted in. They arrived on the twenty-third day of June, and for a time 
that little cabin buzzed wltli life, for until another cabin could be built fifteen persons 
lived In and aromid that one. The covered wagon was hacked up close by the cabin 
and the hoys loi^ed Uiere, But so many hands made light work, aud soon a second 
cabin was ready. Curtis Coman and wife took possession, and divided the large 
family. 

Between the arrival of Russell's family, in December, 18S5, and the arrival of the 
other Comans, it is believed that liie following named families settled in town e^t 
south, one west, forming a part of the township of Wheatland before April the fifth, 
and of the township of Pittsford subsequent to Hiat date ; Royal Raymond, Joseph 
Plxley and Trimian Bowu. Raymond settled on the farm William Bradley now 
ovms, Joseph Pixley where the widow Root lives, and Bown where Uie lale Timothy 
Johnson BO ioi^ lived. 

About that time, or soon after, James Wilson commenced a settlement in town 
nine south, and tlie counlty filled up rapidly. That is to say, the purchasers of 18^ 
for the most part came in and huilt cabins. on Uieir lands. The town was densely 
timbered, and each cabin was in the woods, no other house In view, and before neigh- 
bors could be in sight acres of Umber must be felled. At it they went, and before 
winter set in, tjie most of (Jiem had their door-yards clear of logs. The Comans 
sowed one acre of wheat that fall, and from it In 1837 reaped fourteen bushels of 
wheat. Before leavii^ the East, Curlis had purchased a small patent miU, for which 
he paid twenty-flve doUai's. He now built a frame for tt. In this mill he greund the 
wheat he had i-aised, and the old man assured the vniter he never felt so independent 
in his life. Theframeof tlie mill is stiUm existence, and Is kept aa a Bouueiiir of the 
days of 1836. 

The settlers of towns eight and nine soatli, one west, experienced great hanishJps 
during 1836, '37 and '38. When they came there in 1836 tlieir towns were onevMt 
wilderness, broken only by Uie doot-yani of Russell Couian. These trees had to be 
chopped and tlie timber burned before a eiop could bo raised; The Comans raised a 
little com among tlie logs, and perhaps a few others did also, bnt the winter of 1836 
set in with gloomy prespecfa. The settlements to tlie north of them had not raised 
sufficient for their own subsistence, and imported food was both dear and of poor 
quality. The most of Ihe farmers exhausted their mewis in tiie purchase of that 
winter's provisions, aoid in the spring of 1837 were entirely destitute. The most of 
them had cows, and tlie pasturage was excellent, the only drawback being that some- 
times the cows would stray aud be gone several days. As illustrating the peculiar 
hardships of pioneer life, the following incident is given. Its trutlifulness Is vouched 
for by a prominent member of tlie first family. "Hie exact date of Hie occurrence Is 
not known, and It matters not, for such a tiling conld have occurred In any summer 
from 18S0 to 1840. Do doubt, however. It occurred soon after the advent of Oie family 
to tlie settlement. 

Mr. Farnham's family, at the time of its arrival in the Valley, consisted of himself 
and wife, two daughters and his mother. They brought two cows, and Hiose cows 
were the main dependeiic* for nourishing tlie family. These cows, like otlier cows «f 
the settlement, sliayed off occasionally, and to use the peculiar lai^uage of the fron- 
tier, "laid ouL" At one time Mr. Farnham's cows were gone several days, unU!, 
indeed, the family were reduced to the verge of starvation. Famham had traveled 
miles tlirough the wilderness, looking in vain for his cows. At last Famham and his 
wife started out for another look. After several hours sc arch,. they li ad lost them- 
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selves and were unable to find their way out. They sat domi and talked the matter 
over. They were lost in the woods, but tliey might as well die tliere as at home. 
They would die of starvation In eitlier place, for tliey had not amouthful of food, aiid 
gaunt starvatjou stared them in the face; and talking the mittter over, tJiey cried. 
Keader, pardon the tears ; none can sympathize with tliem but those who know isorae- 
thing oi pioneer life. But the thought of that aged mother and those loved daughters 
induced them to make another effort to find, not the covis, but themselves. While 
tbey were in the woods, hunger impelled the grandmother of tlie family ta look about 
lor a crust, "Hiat she might eat It and die." Rummaging the contents of an old trunk, 
she found the slrtng ends of several pieces of dried beef. White the beef was drying 
it had been suspended by strings down through tlie flesli at the small end or corner of 
the strips. When sufficiently dried it had been packed in this old trunk for trans- 
portation. In using the bee£ it had been sliced off, until but little was left but the 
string, or as the historic Irishman would say, nothing but the siring and hole, and 
these strings and tag ends were allowed to remain in the trunk. The old lady gath- 
ered the pieces, chopped them very fine, soaked them soft, and tlien with a little salt 
andwildherhsshesueceededinmakingaverysavorydishof pottage, and had it just 
ready for the table when the lost cow hunters appeared at tlie door. 

April the twelftli, 1837, the first child was born In the township,— Marion, daughter 
of Eussell and Ann Coman. Marion grew to womanhood in tlie township, was 
educated in its public schools, and after teaching several years want to California,, 
whither an elder sister had preceded her, married Mr. Hairison Dayton, and died. 
February 28th, 1870, leaving three children. 

The Rev. William E. Wamer pi'cached tlie first sermon in the township on the 
occasion of a funeral in tlie family of Mr. Pixley. For the early ministrations of 
the Word the pioneers were chiefly indebted to the Eev. Peter Foote, a prcaehet 
of Uie Protestant Methodist church. 

At the township meeting of the townsMp of Pittsford, held In the spring of 1837, 
Eussell Coman was elected a justice of the peace, and Royal Raymond was elected 
assessor, ajid Calvin Plxley constable. 

In the winter of 1837-8 tlie inhabitants met to take the preliminary action looking 
to the organization of a township. They were unanimously of the opinion that it 
would be for the interest of (he people to have towns eight and nine south organized 
into a sepai'ate townsliip, and tlien tlie question naturally cmne up what it should be 
called. The Comans and Hieir relatives formed a large pat of flic voting population, 
and these and some others were in favor of callii^ the township after the first family 
settled in the town. Some were in favor of calling it Comansfield, and others, 
simply Coman, but a vote decided in favor of Coman. The petition was drawn up 
and signed, ready for transmittal to the Honorable Legislature, tlien in session in 
Detroit. William K. Johnson, a man living ueai' Lime Lake, and commonly called 
"Bill Johnson," was entrusted to cany the packet as far as TpsUanti, and there 
mail it. 

At the township meeting held in the township of Pittsford In April, 1338, Timothy 
Johnson and Calvin Plxley, of town eight south, were elected assessors ; but a few 
days after, they learned that the Legislature had, on the sixth day of March, oi^^anlzed 
their township and called it Canaan. The Comans were surprised and chagrined. 
Some of the others laughed over tiie change of name. Poor Bill Johnson was charged 
with forgery, but he stoutly denied the Impeachment. In after years it was found 
out that his asseveration was only partly tiTie. A niece of his did the mischief by eon- 
verting the o of Coman into an a, and forming another a on Oie last stroke of the m, 
with his guilty knowledge, if not by his direction. 

But Coman or Canaan, it was best to accept tiiesitiiatlon; so the inliahitants were 
notified," and a township meeting held on the 3ith day of April, 1838, at the house of 
Samuel Coman. Joseph Pisley was moderator, and Samuel Coman clerk. Officers 
elected: Timothy Johnson, supervisor; Arthur Lucas, town cleric; John M., 
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Lickley, Calvin Pixley and Eaiisom T. Crofford, justices of the peace ; Eoyal Ray- 
mond and William E.Johnson, assessors; Ebeuezei' Pixley, collector; Evat Barber 
and Ebenezer Pixley, coustables; Caivln Pixley, William Bennett and Hichael 
Llokley, commissionera of highways; W. W. Johnson, CutUa Coman and KuBseU 
Coman, school inspectors; Joseph Pixley and Samuel Coman, directors of the poor. 
The Jnsfjceswere allotted terms as follows; Calvin Pixley, one year; Ransom T, 
Crofford, two years, and John M. LioMey, four yeaifl. Kussell Coman was elected 
justice of the peace at the Pittsford town meeting In 18ST, and as he had served ona 
year and had fliree more to serve, but three justices were elected, none of them allots 
ted the three year term. 

The first school in the township was in tlie Coman neighlmrhood, afterwards desig- 
nated the Blaek scliool house, now Prattville. The township now has excellent 
-schools and school buildings. The forests have (disappeared, and the township Is fast 
tieveloplnfi into one of the finest in Hillsdale county. A lai^e part of the township 
has a heavy clay soil, which only needs a generons system of underdralns to make 
it the most desirable wlieat land in Soufliem Michigan. 

It has before been remarked that the people of Uiis township were iai^ely Indebted 
to the Eev. Peter Foote for ministerial services. His earnest representations made 
to the Protestant Methodist conference induced the sending of Father Milligan, in 
1343, to oij^anize a permanent work. Under his ministration mMy persons were con- 
verted, and a fhurch oi'ganized. He was succeeded by tlie Bev. D. C. Oaks, and then 
other ministers followed until, for some cause, the Protestant MoHiodtsti withdrew 
from the field. 

By act of the Legislatm^ approved February 34tli, 1S44, Canaan became Wrtglit. 

On the 11th day of Mareli, 1855, a Wesleyan Methodist church was oi^aiiized at the 
school house in district number four. The persons parlJcipating in the organization 
were Hirain N. Barstow, Philo H. Stroud, J. N. Wilcox, J. L. Famham, Eev. J. B. 
Hart, Rev. C. M. Preston, Stephen W. Coman, Matilda Barstow, Amelia Coman, Ee- 
Jjecea Hart, Ann Eiiia Preston. Hiram N. Barstow was appointed leader, and J. N. 
Wilcox and S, W. Coman stewards. Fi'om this beginning tlie Wesleyan Methodist 
■denomination has grown into a numerous body. They have a church at South 
Wright, and still keep up their appointments in district number four. 

But eariier than this Wesleyan oi^anization, the Baptists organized a church in the 
northwestern part of the township, at what la known as LlcMey's Comers, and about 
1855 they ereuted a church building. 

The other churches of tlie township are the Disciples, or Campbell ites, the United 
BreOiren, at South Wright, and the CongregaUonaiists, at Prattville. 

South Wright is the elder village of tlie township, and lias besides the three 
chnrciies mentioned, a mill, two stores and a hotel. The farmers of the township 
bave a grai^e organizaUoii wliich holds its meetings at South Wright. 

Prattville is quite a modern village and has one mill, a store and a church. 

The township has furnished the county a county clerk, W. W. Brewster, and has 
given the State two legislators, Hon. Kussell Coinan and Hon. Leonidas Hubbard. 
Its list of supervisors has the following, names: 18S8, Timothy Johnson; 1839, Rus- 
sell Coman ; 1810 and '41, John M. Liekley ; 1843, Thomas C. Sawyer ; 18iS, Russell 
Coman; 1844, Timothy Johnson; 1845, '46 and '47, Russell Coman; 1848, Thomas C. 
Sawyer; 1849, Timothy Johnson; 1850, '61 and '53, Sawyer B. Downer; 18S3, Eusseil 
Coman ; 18M, William W. Brewster ; 18S5, Ira C. SmiUi ; 1856, Lawi'Once Eheubottom ; 
1857 and '58, William W. Brewster ; 1859, Lawrence Eheubottom ; 1880 and '81, Edward 
C. Brewster; 1863 and '63, Leonidas Hubbard; 1864 and '65, Amos W. Clark; 1866, 
Edwin Johnson ; 1867 and '88, Leonidas Hubbard ; 1869 and '70, Edward C. Brewster ; 
1871, Ambrose M. Burroughs; 1S73, Jacob Shaneour; 1873, Ambrose M. Burroughs; 
1874, Jacob Shaneom-; 1875, llial JolULWn ; 1870, Edwaixl C. Ilrewstar. 



>y Google 



RANGE TWO WEST. 123 

Xm. EAHGE TWO WEST. 

As announced In the liittodnctlon, sketches of the townships of Moscow, Adams, 
Jefferson, Ransom and Amboy will now be s'veii. They are only sketches, however, 
anddonot pretend toexhaustthesiib]ec1>— the history of the early settlements; 

MOSCOW. 

The first settler in the township was Peter Benson, in 1S31. The second was Judge 
iLyman Blacfcmar, 1833; he lived in the township until his deatli. Next followed 
Benjamin Fowle, Charles Fowle, Aaron Spencer, Daniel Allien, etc, Mrs. Brown, 
mother of Mrs. Daniel Aiken, died in 188*. That snmmer Delilah Blackmar taught a 
school in a private house. That fall a school house was bnilt, and Seth Kempton 
'tanght the winter school. Thus much by way of resume of what has preceded. 

EELiGiors Societies.— The Rev. Mr. Colclaaer is said to have been the first 
Dreaeher of the gospel in the township of Moscow. But previous to tliis, however. 
Judge Lyman Blackmar, then a licensed Methodist exhorter, had gathered a class on 
Moscow Plains and held services in a small frame barn. This class was organized in 
1635 or 'Sd. Only one member, Mrs. Sarah Cambum, is now living. A church build- 
ing four miles west of the village of Moscow was begun in 1853 and finished in 1854. 
Another class was formed, at the village of Moscow, In 1853; in 185* they bnilt a 
church, which in 1874 was reflnished, making it aa good aa new and adding greatly to 
Its beauty. 

A church of the Associate Reformed Presbyterians was formed In 1838 or '39 
and a church building was erected some two years later. Tliey were firm be- 
lievers in Divine decrees of election and reprobation, believed in Infant baptism, and 
were close eommnnion. The church became extinct by deaths and removals. Their 
building yet stands, biJt is used for other purposes. 

A Baptist orgmiization was formed about the same time, (1838,) but they built no 
church. 

The Moscow Mills are situated on tlie east branch of the Kalamazoo river, one mile 
aoutli of Moscow village, on the site of the first saw mill In this part of the country, 
bnilt hy Benjamin Fowle in 1836. The saw mill was rebuilt in IH®, and a nm of 
light stnnes added, which did some grinding. The present flouring mill was built in 
18te, by Orrin Fowle, son of tiie original mill man. The water power was afterward 
supplemented by steam power. The engine being a Woodbury No. 8, has of itself 
sufficient power t« drive ail the machinery, therefore tlie mill is never Idle; when 
water Is plenty it is used as a matter of economy, but usually the saw mill furnishes 
sufficient fuel for the steam power. The mill is only a little more than a mile from 
Jerome, a station on the Detroit, Hillsdale *; Southwestern railroad, and with an addi- 
tional run of Stone might greatly Increase Its bustaess. 

SUPEBVIHORS.— The township was organized in the spring of 18£H, but the records 
■of the township meeUngs for the years 1835, '36 and '37 appear to have been lost. Sub- 
sequent years tlie township was represented on the board of supervisors as follows: 
1838, Zachariah Van Duier; 1839. OrthnlU Allen; 1840, Daniel A. Wisner; 18*1, Zaeh- 
ariahVan Dnzer; 1843, '« and '44, Brooks Gale; 1845, Zachariah Van Du/^r; 1848, 
OsmonB. Blackmar; 1841' and '18, Joel Moore; 1849, ZaoharitJi VanDuzer; 1850 and 
'51, Wallace H. Godfrey; 1853, Benjamin Fowle, 1853, Orlando C. Gale; 1854, Benj. J. 
Kenyon ; 1865, Horatio N. Rowley ; 1356, Abram Ramsdell ; 1857, Horatio N. Eflwley ; 
1858, Henry C. Mallory; 1859, Horatio N. Rowley; 1860, Wallace H. Godfrey; 1861 and 
'69, Joel Moore; 1863, '64 and '65, Horatio N.Rowley; 1368 and '67, Albert Kenyon; 
1868 to "!B, botli Inclusive, Elisha C. L. Mumford ; 1873, '74 and '75, Parker B. Shepard ; 
1878, William Armstrong. 

The township has furnished one judge for the bench of Hillsdale county. 
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ADAT.IS. 

This township was settled principally flirough Moscow. It was for a year a part; 
of tlie township of Moscow, aiid tlierefote the histflryof Hie two ate somewhat, 
■blended. Adams was otganized as a separate township In the spring of 1836. It is 
believed the following named persons were tlien residents; Salmon Sharp, Abijah: 
Smith, Henry N, Wtleox. Alpheus Hill, W. W. Jackson, John M. Foote, Milton 'Foote, 
Stephen Blrdaell, William Cutler, Peter Sprowis, Henry Huff, Joseph B. Dowley, 
Luke Bross,' David Bagley, Roswell Parker, Reuben Fuller, R. J. Fuller, Nicholas 
WorthinRton, John O. Swift, William C. Swift, Easton Wilbur, James Kirby, Horace 
Hitchcock, Seth Kerapton, Roderick Wells, Orrin Blaokmar, Benjamin Moore, Joseph 
W. Atard. 

The first township meeting was held on Monday, tlie fourth day ol April, 1886, 
Salmon Sharp was moderator, and Midiolas Wortiiington cierk. Officers elected:— 
S^mon Sliarp, supervisor; Seth Kempton, clerk; Benjamin Moore, WlUtam Cutler- 
and William W. Jackson, assessors; NicliolasWorthiugton, William W. Jackson and 
Easton Wilbur, commissioners of schools; Stephen Birdsell and Joseph W. Atard, 
commissioners of highways ; Joseph B. Dowley and Julius 0. Swift, directors ot the 
poor ; Easton Wilbur, collector. 

At a special election held on fiie lUtli day of September, to elect a delegate to the 
State convention, sixteen votes were polled. 

It will be perceived by scanning tlie list of officers elected that the people of the 
township of Adams were strict constiuctionslts and eJected officers under the Terri- 
torial laws, and not under the Slate constitution. This may account for tlie absence 
of justices of the peace and school inspectors. 

The first mill built in the townsMp was built by Swift & Co., in 1837 or '38. Soon 
after, another mill was built, ou section Ave. Afterwards mills were built, one at 
North Adams by John Lane, one in the ea^t part of the town by L. H, Updyke, and 
one in the soutJi part of tlie town by Kemev & Howe. 

Supervisors:— 1836 to '40, both inclusive, Sabuoa Sharp; 1841, David Eagley; 1843,. 
EHielJudd; 184-3 and '44, Peter Gates; 18«i and '46, David Bagley; 1817, Norman S.. 
Sharp ; 1848, Easton Wilbur ; 1S49, Andrew Wade ; 1860, Asa S, lidwai'ds ; 1851, Nor- 
man S. Sharp; 1853, John M. Eoote; 1853, Easton Wilbur; 1854, Peter Gates; 1855, 
Nelson Nethaway; 1856, William Cutler; 1857, Nelson Nethaway; 1858, Andrew 
Wade ; 1859, Nicholas Q. Vreeland ; 1800 and '61, James S. Fowler ; 1833 and '63, Nelson 
Nethaway; 1864 to '68, botli inclusive, Ethel Jiidd; 1869, John Phillips elected, re- 
signed and Ethel Juddappolnted to vacancy; 1870 to "M, both inclusive, James Foote; 
1875, Albert Kenyon; 1876, Saxtou Bagley, 

Township Clerks:— 1836 to '39, both inelnsive, Seth Kempton; 1840, Nicliolas 
Worfhington; 1841, '43 and '43, William D.Moore; 1844 to '48, both inclusive. Nelson 
Nethaway; 1849, David Bagley; 1860, Warner Spooner; ISBi, David C. Puller; 1853, 
James H. Fowler ; 185B, Nicholas G. Vreeland ; 1854, Phman Huff; 1855 ajid '66, Allen 
Kinney; 1857 to '61, botli inclusive, Saxton S. Bagley; 1863, '63 and 64, Henry Wade; 
18^, Darius J. Thompson ; 1866, Saxton S. Bagley ; 1867 and '68, John B. Kemp ; 1869, 
David M. Foote; 18TO, '71 and '73, Thomas J. Nethaway; 19T8 to '76, both inclusive, 
George Kinney. 

The first school house was built In 1838, in the district now known as number sis, 
and Mary Driscoll taught the first school. Now tlie township lias nine school houses, 
and the people are proud of Hieir schools. 

The Methodist Episcopal church is the oldest, having an oi^antzation older than, 
the township. The otiier churches are the Baptist, Cougregationallst, Christian, and 
Wesleyan Methodist. 

rhe township haa one hotel and one saloon, both in the village of North Adams,. 
The village, which was nothing more than a country four comers until Oie comple- 
tion of the Detroit, Hillsdale and Indiana railroad, is growing rapidly, and bids fair 
to become a business point of some Importance. 
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JEFFERSON. 

Tills town, first named Florida, was first a part of the township of Moscow, and. 
afterwards of Adams, but the Legislature of 1887 organized towns seven, eight and 
nine south into a new township, named It Florida, and directed the first township 
meeting to be held at the honse of William Duryea. Mr. Chaimcey Leonard gives 
the following list as containing the names of every voter in the township at the lime 
of its organization; JohnPeirin, John Perrin, Jr., S. W. Perrln, J. H. Thorn, M, B. 
Howeil, William Duryea, Peter Filing, James Buliard, R. McNeil, Jr., Rev. Jacob 
Ambler, Chaoncey Leonard, W. S. Coon, Rowland Bird, J. H. Springer, James P. 
Howell, H. P. Adams, H. Hadley, William Heaeojt, O. B. Coffin, William Green, Fred- 
erick Duiyea, H. Eullard, R. McNea], Sr., A. MoNeal, Pourtelett O. Anderson, H. 
Black, Perea Demmick, A. Orcntt, John M. Duryea. 

The township meeting was held April third, 1837, on a log near William Duryea's 
house. The proceedings of that meeting, as related by Mr. Leonard, are very amus- 
ii^. There was but one party, no ballots or ballolrbox, and they held the caucus 
simultaneous wlHi the election. They caucused among themselves as to whom it 
was best to have for supervisor, and having determined tliat point, a motion waa 
made tliat he be elected, which of course was carried, the vole being irJueiJoce, and 
then tlie same process was gone through with for each of the other ofBces. 

The ofiiclat records show the following olEeers elected: Henry P. Adams, super- 
visor; Channcey Leonard, township clerk; James Ballard WHliam Heacox, Alonzo 
McNeal, assessors; John M. Duryea, collector; Horatio Hndley and Michael B. 
Howell, directflrs of the pobr ; Orrin Anderson, Frederick Duryea and Robert McNeal, 
Jr., commissioners of highways; Walt Chapin, "William S. Coon and John Perren, Jr., 
school inspectors; William Duryea, Willi&m S. Coon, Henry P. Adams and Horatio 
Hadley, justices of the peace; John M. Duryea and Orrin Andei-son, constables. 

The juaUces drew terms as follows : Horatio Hadley, one year; Henry P. Adams, 
two years ; William S. Coon, three years ; William Diuyea, four years. 

A special township meeting vras held on the fourth day of May to elect a supervisor, 
awd tlie Rev, Jacob Ambler was elected. 

The first school house was built on section four, in 1S37, and Emelhie Sears taught 
the first school. The first frame school house waa bnllt in district number two, In 
1340 or '41. 

In 1849 tlie name of the township was dialled to Jefferson. 

The tovmship is well supplied with mills for sawing and grinding. Cliauncey 
Leonard owned a saw mill on the present site of the Wood mill, in 1846. ITie grist 
mill was built by Wood about seventeen years ago. There are several otlicr mills in 
the township. 

Supervisors :— 18BT, Henry P. Adams to May 4th ; from May 411i, Jacob Ambler; 1838, 
Jacob Ambler; 1839 and '40, Willlaih Heaoox; 1841, William Duryea; 1843, Chauncey 
Leonard; 1843, William Heacox; 1814, Chaimcey Leonard ; 1845 and '46, James H. 
Thorn ■ 1847 and '48, Warren Thompson ; 1W9 and '50, James H. Thorn ; 1861 and '3S, 
Charles D. Luce ; 1853, William Heacox ; 1854, James H. Tliom ; 1855 and '66, Henry F. 
Sutton; 1857, Moses Kuraaey; 1858 and '59, Henry F.Suttou; 1860, Chai'les D. Luce; 
1861, Joseph Slaight ; 18fl3, SUas A. Wade ; 1863 and '64, James Leonardsou ; 1865, Moses 
Rumsey ; 1866, '67 and '68, James Leonaidson ; 1860 "70 and "il, Charles D. Luce ; 18ra, 
Moses Rumsey ; 1873, James Leonardsou ; 1874, '76 and '76, Charles D. Luce. Mr. Luce 
has also representtd his district in the State Legislature. 

TOWN EIGHT SOUTH, TWO WEST. 

The town described in tlie title to this section was first a part of the township of 

Moscow, 183.% of Adams, 1836, and of Florida, 1837-40. ,,.,.. 

Rowland Bird waa the first settler In the toivn, his advent to Its wilds bearing date 
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Marct the eighth, 1830, while tho town was yet a part of Moscow, hut it is fair to 
presume the authorities of Moscow knew noUiing of his coming. Mr. Bird was a 
iiative ot Massaohusetta. lit 18S3, after a sojonm in the State of New Torlc, he camo 
to the Territory o£ Michigan and settled in or near Sylvania. During the Toledo war 
he determined to be an inhabitant of Michigan at all hazards, removed from, the dis- 
puted tewitory, and settled in town eight south. Mr. Bird's family consisted of his 
wife and seven children,— three sons and four daugliters,— and a young maw named 
Leander Candee. The next family settled in the town was Orrin Cobb, on the west 
line. Thomas Burt, family and brother, settled in 1837 or '38 probably, as he speaks 
of stopping over night at the Medina tavern and with Augustus Finney at Lanesville. 
The Burts were English people. Thomas, when he fir^t came to America, settled on 
a»e Maumee river, near Perrysburgh, A few years after, he returned to England, 
and then his wife and brother came over witli him. Having sold his Ohio pos- 
sessions, he sought a horns in Wie wilderness of Michigan. When they came to 
Medina, on tlieir way in, they were peniuless. Mr. Burt explained his situation and 
was cared for as well as though he had money. At iLanesville the same course was 
pursued with liice results. The family carried their ov™ provisions, and only needed 
shelter for themselves and shelter and provender for their beasts. Near the north- 
west comer of Pittsford the family were left while tlie men pushed on to build a 
cabin, and very soon Uiey were settled on their own land. A few yeais later they 
were able to repay the wortliy landlords for their kindness. 

The way having been opened, the tovm was settled quite rapidly, and some settlers 
found thehr way into town nine souOi. 

The first school was taught in a slianty on Hie nortliwest quarter of section eight, 
by Luoinda Bird, in the summer of 1838. Thwe families sent to iJiis seliool,— Orren 
Cobb, Israel S. Hodges and Rowland Bird. 

The same year-, Mr. Bird built the first frame bam. Some of the men who helped 
at the i-^slng came from Jonesville for that purpose. 

Indeed, the settlers of that town know what hardships and privations mean. One 
of them desiring sash for the windows of his new Ic^ house, walked to Jonesville,.. 
bought five sash, paid all his money, lashed the sg^h to his bacfe, tmd returned wttli- 
out having a mouthful to eat. Another man desiring some seed oats, started ont,, 
accompanied by his t!iirteen-year-old boy, in seai'cli of some ; he bought three bushels 
three miles west ot Hudson. Two bushels were put in one b^ and one bushel in the 
other. The bags were shouldered respectively by father and son, and carried the 
whole distance home. 

In the year 1839 a cliUd was born to Mr. and Mrs. Babcoek,— the first birth in the 
tewnship. March the eiglitli the first death occurred. It was Allen Bird, aged six- 
teen years. He died just three years after the arrival of the family in the town. The 
Kev. Jacob Ambler, of Osseo, preached tlie fmierai sermon,— the first sermon in the 

In March, 1840, occurred the first marriage in the territory now embraced within 
the limits of Ransom. Leander Candee ajid Miss Loilnda, eldest daughter of Mr. 
Eowland Bird. It is said to be tlie first because, although Mi^ Drake, of town nine 
south had been married the year previous, yet as both towns were then Florida, and 
the scene of the marriage la now in Amboy, it is difficult to see how it can be credited 
to Rowland or its successor, Ransom! 

The inhabitants having become numerons,— about one himdred,— the tlie Legisla- 
ture of Mi<^igBn, at its session iu the winter of 1840, was petitioned to organize towns 
eight and nine soutli intfl a new townsliip. By an act approved April 1st, Use town- 
ship was organized and named 

ROWLAND. 
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tary, (so says ihe record), and BowlaiidBM, Orrin Cobb and Eufus H. Kathbum,' 
were inspectors of election. pfScers elected: LeanderCandoe, supervisor; Israel 
S. Hodges, township clerk; Eowland Bird, treasurer; Matthew Armstrong and Row- 
land Bird, assessors; Alexander Palmer, collector; Matthew AnnstronR, Israel S. 
H^odges and James H. Babeock, school inspectors ; Joseph JHowe and William Phillips, 
directors of the poor; James M. Babeock, Alexander Palmer and Benry Cornell, 
commissioners of highways; Rowland Bird, James JT. Babeock, Matthew Armstrong 
and Henry Cornell, JasUces of the peace ; Alexander Palmer, Joseph Phillips, Amos 
S. Drake and AleTcander Fiudley, constables. The justices elect drew terms as fol- 
lows: Henry Cornell, one year; Matthew Armsti'ong, two yeai's; Eowland Bird, 
three yew:s; and James J?. Babeock, four years. The township voted five dollars 
bounty for wolves, and one hundred and tweuty-fi^c dollars for contingent expenses. 

On tlie ninth day of April, 1810, Mrs. Candee died,— tlie bride of a mtmth filled 
tlie second grave In tlie township. The same day her sister, Eunice, the youngest 
daughter of Mr. Eowland Bird, died. In tlie September followuig, the 18lh day, Mr. 
Bird's yom^est son died, aged six years, and on the SSd day of Uio same month Eow- 
land Bird died, aged forty-seven years. 

In 1839 or '40 the first school hou.se in the township was built It was in district 
number two, near ths site of the present school house. There are now eight school 
districts in the township, numbered from one to nine, except there is no number four. 
Three of these districts have brick, and five have frame school houses. The first 
frame school house was built in district number seven In 1844. 

In October, 1841, the first fire occurred tn the township. C. B. Shepard, tiien of 
Adams, was preparing to become an inhabitant of this township. He had piit up the 
body of a house and covered it ; he hauled a load of luniber for doors and floors from 
the Kidder mil! in the township of ITudson. "This he unloaded near the shanty he 
had built for a temporary shelter, and went to Adams to spend the Sunday and bring 
a load of goods on his return Monday. But when he returned, his shanty and lumber 
were ashes. He supposed it to have been occasioned by the accidental explosion of 
some gunpowder he had deposited in a boiler. 

In 1848 began a series of skirmishing for township name, and it was npt until 1850 
that the township had a settled name. From April 1st, 1848, to April M, 1849, it was 
known as Kansom; from April Sd, 1849, to March asth, 1350, it was called Bii'd,but 
since 18B0 it lias uniformly been Itnown as 

KANSOM. 

In 1848 a Congregatlonalist church was organized) and 1855 that chiurch built a house 
of worship, and since that, churches have been built, nutii now the Methodist Episco- 
pal and the Seventh-Day Adventiste have each one, the United Bretliren two, and 
tliey are preparing to build a third. 

Dr. Lee was the first resident physician. He settled in Rowland about 1843. He 
also opened the first store .in the township, and Idiabod Steadman kept the second, 
or the first in Ransom village. 

The following comparison of the Ransom of to-day with Hie same tewitory In 18S6 
is from tlie pen of Samuel B, Brown, her local historian ; 

"In 1830, forty years ago, Eansom wns an mibroken forest,— not one acre of cleared 
land, but all heavy limber. Of the 19,133 acres of land in Eansom, 13,074 acres are 
improved, 3,111 acres aie Included in the highways and partial improvements, and 
B.OOO acres are wood. The improvements, including highways, average nine acres to 
every inhabitant of the town. Forty years ago people traveling in Bansom wltJi a 
team had to out and clear a road; toniay there are In Bansom seventy miles of high- 
way, occupying 660 acres of land. The Inhabitants of Ransom have invested in their 
highways a capital of 870,400, and are expending annually «a,000 in repairing them. 
(It is no part of thisliistory to state whether the roads are as good as the investment 
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ougbt *" ^"Wilsh,), Forty years ago tlfflrewas not a rodol fence in Eansom;, to-day 
-Uiere aie ^0 miles of fence, atSOceate a rod, Is $160 a. mile, makint; $67,200, tlie cost 
of fences, not including any repairs. Forty years ago tbere was, one dulling house 
in.Bansom; to-day tliere are 841. Tiien tliere waa^one family; to-day tlierje are 846. 
■ThQn there were ten i'^habltaats In the town ; latest stj^tJstlos glye us 1,689. The een- 
.sns of 1874 furnlsli us witli Mfims of intereat, some of whicii we wltl record. In, 1878 
1,9^ acres of wheat were harvested In Ewisom, yielding 34,871 bushels, 18 bushels 
per acre ; 1,853 acres of com were harvested, yielding 99,660 bushels of ears, 54 bush- 
«ls per acre. In 1874 there were B33 acres of apple orchards in Eauaom ; sheep, 1,848 ; 
hogs, 1,188; horses, 677; mulea,6; oxen, 46; cows, BS6; wool sheared in 187S,16,07& 
lbs. ; pork sold, 183,604 lbs. ; cheese made, 49,882 lbs. ; butter made, 89,580 lbs. In 
<iomparing the produoUons of Eansom in 1873 with the productions of Hillsdale county 
In 1840, we have the following results : In 1840 Blllsdale county produced 80,250 
bhshels of. wheat; Eansom in 1873 produced 34,871 bushels of wheat. In 1S40 the 
county produced 83,757 bnshels of com ; Eansom in 1873 produced 99,660 bushels of 
com. The dairy product of aillsdale county in 1840 was worth 85,636 ; tJio dairy pro- 
daet Of Eansom in 1873 vras »S1,158.75." 

Eansom fiunished for the armies of theEepnblic, during the great rebellion, one 
hundred and forty-three men, forty of whom were killed, or have died of wounds re- 
ceived, or disease contracted in the service. The following were among the number 
eniistedr James Tatseney, Riley Ainsworth, Hiram Hartson, Ira Williams, Emery 

Yost, Yost, John WiUlMUS, Horace Doty,, Darius Howe, Marshal Tootli, Eph- 

r^m Baker, Charles Bi^er, C. Button, Samuel Wbeaton, WiUiam Kelley, John I>ur- 

gan, William Palmer, WlUiam Britton, Sidney Palmer, Hall, Andrew Booth, 

Hollis Hammond, Hlgle?, Charles Coppins, Smnuel Halsted, Geo. Dewey, Orrin 

Olds, E. H. Goodrich, J. M. Bailey, William Doyle, Oscar Barnes, William Clarfc, 
Amos Smith, Charles Hartson, Edgar Ainsworth, Richard Hart, James Burt, William 
Pettit, S. Bliler, John Smatts, Hiram Hurd, If. Perkins, Chas. Olds, Capt. Hill, Wm. 
Eose, Geo. W. VauGauder, Loren Hammond, Geo. H, Cornell, John Palmer, Isaac 
Brown, James H. Thiel, Kincade Shepardson, D. W. Litolifl^d, J. Schermerhom, 
WlUianiH. Shepard, Michael Howland, Lewis Deuel, John Croop, Alfred Deuel, Wm. 
Ltddall, Willis Woods, Loren Whitney, John Williams, Sidney Dodge, Daniel Clem- 
ens, Sheldon Carey, Daniel Brogan, Henry Common, John G. Cooper, William Man- 
ning, John Tarseney, Thomas Pliunley, George Brewster, Thomas Tarsehey, Andrew 
Tarseney, Quincy Britton, Aaron Boyer, Michael Helmiek, JamesD. Cornell, Horace 
Gay, Warren Perhara, Wllltam Mapes, Geo. Mapes, Aaron Smith, Cornelius Boing- 
ton, James Hoover, Swnuel Kingsley, Geo. E. Palmer, Ben] . S. Ward, Colluis Wilcox, 
William T oungs, T. C. Baker, Chas. Eanuibal, Isaac Smith, H. Bailey, Orsamus Doty, 
Harry Mott, David Litchfield, John Ainsworth, WiUiam H. Allen, Samuel Cressey, 
Edwin Camp, GeorgeCa3terllne,JepthaCast«rline, Henry Tary.JohnHosmaji, Geo. 
Hart, Prank Hoover, Elias Hoover, Thomas Lazier, Israel Lozier.BenJ. Olds, Asahel 
Parks, Charles Parks, Prank EuneU,LewlsSmithjOrvi]leTliompsou,E.W. Warner, 
Pred Olds, Jacob Eorrick, William Agnew, George W. Booth, William Lile, Andrew 
Crandall, Aaron Slocker, Jonas Smith, William Young, A. Howell, W. Youugj E. P. 
Barson, Geoj^e N. Sacrider, I. C. Hinds, Frank Smith. 

AcciBEKTS.— In 1851, Mr. Featherly was icliled by a falling limb while in tho woods 
east of Danforth, Biigbee's Comei-s. In 1860, Mr. Joles was killed by lightning. Not 
tan from that time, old Mr. Siddle was killed while falling a tree In the southwest 
pait of the town. A young man by the name of Ward was killed by falling on to a 
pitchfork, in the souti part of the town. The explosion of a steam boiler in a saw- 
mill, on tho farm of Charles Burt, in tho southeast part of the town, In 1873, killed 
four, and Injured a number of others. 

But one case of homicide has occurred. February 6th. 1876, Jacob Stevlok killed 
Horace A. Burnett. He was tried in the Hillsdale circuit court, convicted of man- 
slaughter, and sentenced to ten j-ears' imprisonment. 
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SaperviaorB of Rowland: 1840, Leander Candee; IMl, Nelson Doty; IMS, Thomas 
-Bnrt; 1843 and '44, Nelson Doty; 1845, Israel S. Hodges ; 184Band'4T, Thomas Burt. 
Hansom— J848, Leander Candee. Eikd— IMS, William Burnham, jr. Kansou— 1850, 
ThomnflBurt; 1851, John J. Andvidge ; 1852, Wililam B.Warner; iaw,ThomasButt; 
1854, Israel B, Norria ; J^, Jared B. Notrls ; lB5fi and '57, Nelson Doty ; 1858, Lemuel 
.J. Squire; 1859, EphraimC. Tumor; ISBO.WarrenMeCulcheon; 1861,Henry W. Itus- 
sell; 1863 to '68, Warren McCutcheon; ISSBand'TO. Miles G. Teaciout; 1871 and '7a, 
Warren McCutcheon; 1873 and '74, Samuel B. Brown; 1BT5 and '76, William 1!.H. 
■pettlt. 



Only the eBtterii part of this tow)!sliip comes within tlie scope of our iindertiikijig, 
Amos S. Drake settled in town nine soutli, two west, lu December, 18B8, but the 
town settled quite rapidly. 

In February, 1839, SaraliN. Drake died; her funeral sermon was preached by El- 
der Stout, who, at that time, lived, in the vicinity of Bird Lake. It ivaa the first ser- 
mon preached in ttiat town. 

In December, tlie same year, Samuel Carl and Jane Drake were married by Mr- 
Fowler, of Camden. 

When Rowland was orf;anlzed, town nine aontU was attaehed, and shared In all the 
mutations that township endured. 

In 1860, ali that part of towns nine south, ranges two and three west, lying within 
.the State of Michigan, and one tier ol sections off the south side of town eight soutii, 
ranges two and Hiree west, were organl/.ed Into a new township, and called Amboy, 
Nearly all tbe improvements have been made since tiiat time. 

The Rrist-mlO, owned by Waldron & Hall, was built about Wilrty yeara ago, but 
there was a saw-miO tliere several years earlier. Besides this, there is the Hlgby & 
Osbom mill, the Manly or Lewis mill, and the Bryan mill. There has been a Cbilsou 
mill, but It lias ceased to work. 

There are two churches, the Baptist and Methodist, and botli have neat and coin- 
modious houses. 

The first township meeting was held on the 33d day of April, 1850, at the house of 
Amos Drake, JolmKing was moderator, and Gideon G. King clerk. Amos S.Drake 
and John P. Corey were inspectors of the election. OfDcers elected ; Nathan Dewey, 
supervisor; Gideon G. King, clerk; Charles Clark, treasurer; Nathan Edinger, John 
King and Charles S. Baker, justices of the peace; Henry Preside, John Gotorth and 
Gideon F. King, commissioners of h^hways; Charles Farley and IVilliam Drake, 
school inspectors; AmosS. Drakeand John King, directors of the poor, and Joteph 
Fliilbriolc, Charles H. Barton and Paden Marshal, constables. 

Supervisors: IKO.Natlian S.Dewey; 1851 and '63, Gideon Q. King; 1863, Wililam 
<^y ; 1664, Charles S. Baker ; 1855, Williani Gay ; 1856 and '57, Gideon G. Kiug ; 1858 
and '59, Charles Farley ; 1360, Gideon F. King ; 1861 and '62, William Drake ; 1863 to 
'67, both inclusive, Augustus G.McCIellan; 1868 and '69, William Drake; 1870, An- 
■gustua G. McClellan; 1871 and 'TO, William Drake; 1873, Augustus G, McClellan; 
IS74, Augustus O. McClellan, until bodied, and then William Drake; 1875, James M. 
Baker; ifi76, James Battel. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

HUDSON. 

Boots A«d Shobs,— In tlie early years of this kiwnship, tlie articles mentioned at. 
tlie bead ot tills ai-ticie were fouiid in all general stores, and there were several slioe" 
makers who made to order sucli articles lu this line us could not be supplied from thfr 
stores; butthere was no distinctively boot and shoe store until Hiland and Clark lt~ 
Beach came to tlie village, in tlie spring of 18*9, and opened a boot and shoe housa. 
The house tirst took the niuiie of U. Beach, and has been continued by oue or Uie 
«therof the brothers under various styles, sometlmeswilh partners, sometimes alone,. 
unUl the present time it bears the name •f C. E. Beach. 

Alfred A, Finney, the only child of Auguatus Finney, esq., settJed on a farm on. 
section seven, Uudson, about the time of his marriage witti Aliss Harriet Kidder, eld- 
est daugliter ot Hiram Kidder. Soon after the discovery of gold in Calitornia, per- 
haps in 1849, he went to that State. He made tlie journey by sail vessel, around Cope' 
Horn. Soon after his return, he established the old Elephant boot and shoeiiouse. 
He served one term as ] ustice of the peace, but the most of his time was devoted to 
his store. He died Sept. 8tli, 1871, but his business has been continued by his tmlx 
child, Mr. Byron A. Finney. 

Oarbiaob Mabufactoiheb.— In the early years of Hudson to'wnslilp, several 
men worlced at wagon-building, but the first ONtabllsliment that deserved the name of 
a manufactory was that began by Alexander 1£. Ocobook, on the present site of the 
spoke factory, in or about the year 1852. Mr. Perley Chase was associated with hinii. 
tmtll tlie spring of 1857, when Chase was succeeded by Manson. The same aprli^,, 
carri^e-building was abandoned by Ocobock ft Munson, and they turned tJiclr atr~ 
tentlon to tlie manufacture of hubs and bent work. 

George W. Carter, in September, 185*, came to Hudson, and commenced black- 
smithing. He did the ironing of carriages for Ocolwclc &, Chase, until, in the spring 
of 1857, he bought out their carriage business and commenced mannfactnring on his 
own account He yet continues the business. His original one-story wood buildings 
have given plaoe to large two-story brick buildings. The change was necessitated by 
the increase of his business, managed with skill and care, always under his own pra-- 
sonal supervision. 

The originalfoundry was erected by Samuel Eddy tor Loren Cliapin, and It now 
forms a part of the Elliott House. The original <ir"g store was kept by Uall & 
Wells, 

Among the business houses of to-day are the following: Two banks; tour dry 
goods, eleven grocery, four hardware, fourdrug, two furniture, four boot and shoe 
houses; one hat, one tobacco, one tea and one jewelry house; three clothiers, two 
bakeries;sixniIlllnery,foiir barber, one gun, three cooper, five blacksmith, one tailor 
and two paint shops ; one pump, one fanning mill, one tub, two carriage, one wheel- 
ban'ow manufactory ; one machine shop, three planing mills, three lumber yards, 
two liveries, oue saw mill, eight physieiana, two dentists, eight lawyers, two artists, 
two halr-dressera, four insurance offices, five saloons, three meat mai'ket^, one butter 
and egg store, four hotels, two book stores and two printing offices. 

By tlie census of L874, Hudson township had 3,937 inliabitants, of which 1,9*6 were 
males and 1,981 wei-e females; excess of females, 35. Of the males, 25 were betwe'im 
seventy-five and ninety years of age ; 4SS between forty-five and seventy-five ; B02 be- 
tween twenty-one and forty-five; teSbetween ten and twenty-one years of age,, while 
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134 were under ten. Of the teinaks, 41 were upwards of saveiity-five years of age; 4T4 
l>etween forty and seventy-five ; 733 between eighteen aiid forty ; 3B1 between ten and 
elRhteen years of age, while S83 were uiider ten. 

Eight hundred and fifty of the males over twenty-onti yeara of age were maiTied ; 51 
were widowers or divorced persons; 159 had neverbeeninartled.aiid one person only, 
imder twenty-one years of age, was livhiB I» the man'iage relation. Of females over 
eighteen yeara of age, 8^ were nmrried; Itl widows or divorced persons; 371 had 
■never been married, and 9 persons under eighteen years of ago were living iu the 
^Ha^ria^te relaUon. 

We had enough marriageable raaidena to mate our bachelors and 88 more, while we 
■had maidens and widows enough to matu our baehelora and widowers, and 308 more. 

Against the *51 unniarried males under twenty-one years of age, being prepared by 
Ume for the marriage slate, we had only sra females under eighteen years of age. 

,In 1873, there were 28 marriages, 37 deaths and 7T births. There were i deaf and 
<lumb persons, 1 blind and i insane. Twenty-six persons were of African descent 

In 1ST3 there were 3,470 acres of wheat and 1,938 acres of corn harvested. There 
.were 3,348 acres of wheat to be harvested in 1874. 

It had 614 acres of peach, pear, apple, plum and cherry orchards; 10 acres of 
naspberry bushes ; 11 of strawberry vines ; 5 of currant and gooseberry bushes, and 30 
acres of melons and garden vegetables. 

Inl873, 10,433 lbs. of wool were sheared; HS8,oao Jha. of pork, 44,945 B>s. of cheese 
and 309,603 lbs. of butter were marketed. 

In the same year. 43,365 bushels of wheat, 98,945 bushels of com and 31,000 bushels 
of other kinds of grain; 85,535 bushels of apples, 71 bushels of peai's, 51 bushels of 
cherries, 37 cwt o( grapes, 37 busliels of strawberries, 35 bushels of currants and 
gooseberries, and 4W bushels of melons and garden vegetables were harvested. 

There were 20,650 pounds of fruit dried; 4,880 pounds of maple sugar made; 7,555 
bushels of potatoes raised ; 830 barrels of cider made and 3 586 Ions of hay raised ind 

It had 314 persons employed in Its manufacturing est-abh^hmentv and the amount 
ol capital invested was $185,500. 

It had only two flouring mills, with two run of 'tone each ii d foiii saw mills 
worth 87,300, which sawed la 1873, 530,000 feet of lumber 

CoBBBCTiONB.— As was Stated in the introduction to this book it is impossible to 
make it free from errors, especially in dales and In Christian names Itewha^e al 
ready been discovered. Thatmanymore exist, seems very probable There are also 
some typographical errors, but they are few, and ea-iiiily corrected by the leader 

Hudson,: On page34, the last clause of the eighth parigraph reads Ihit sundry per 
sons were "admitted to membership on probation." It shoijd liave read, "were ad- 
mitted to membership on profession of faith." 

■Page 81 : In second line of fourth par^jraph, for "Tuesday" read "Wednesday." 

rPage 91 : Fifth paragraph, last clause, for "made it," read "it made." 

Medina-: Page 51, first line of Western Fairfield, instead of "March, 1835," itper- 
Siaps should read "October, 1834," but this is a disputed point. 

Page 53: The fourth pan^aph should read, "In 1835, William Cavendcr bought the 
land owned by William Walworth— flie sito of the Canandaigua mills— and In the fall 
of the same year sold it to Laban Merrick, who commenced building a saw-mill." 

Page 113: Close of first paragraph, for "Levi Daniels" read "Lemuel Daniels;" for 
""Patrick Trumer," read "Patrick Timner;" for "Nathan Stone," read "Nahiun 

RolUn: The Quaker Mill was built about 1850, by Mr. William Beal. It is now 
owned by Nelson Perldns. 

Seneea: Page 118, at end of sixth paragraph, read "and two Representatives, Dr. 
-Jas. n. Sweeney and Ellas J. Baldwin. 
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TECUMSEH. 



Since the first seclioiis of tMs book were prInte(],S. C. Stacy, esfi., editor of the Te- 
cumseh Herald, delivered an address before the Lenawee County Pioneer Society on» 
ttie early history of Teciimseli. As In some of Its statements it difiers from tite stat«~ 
nients contained In the opening sections of Uils book, it has been determined to give it 
to tbe reader In the form ot a supplement. Mr. iStacy was bom and reared in tliat 
village, and has opportunities for investigation, and i», by all odds, the best aiitliorlty 
extant on the early history of the pioneer (own t 

In preparing a hlsforieal paper to be read before the Lenawee County Pioneer Soci- 
ety to-day, it occurred to me that a detailed account of some parHcnlar event In the' 
county, or of aome particular locality, would be more valuable as well as more inter- 
esting, than a general sketeU covering a lai^er extent of territory and a longer period' 
of time. 

Accordingly, we have selected for our theme tlie "Pirst Settlement of Teoumseh,"^ 
and we shall endeavor to faithfully portray the pi'inclpal events which transpire* 
within Wie present corporate limits of tliis village, from the Ume v^hen the first settler 
trod the virgin soil of tlie Territory in the summer of 1833, unUl tlie first fonnal cel- 
ebration of Independence Day, on the 4tft of July, 1826. This period will embrace the 
first two years of the settlement of Teoumseh. During this time, the civilization of 
the white man was planted in the then "Far West," avillage was established, severafi 
families were domiciled in tlieir new homes, a county seat was legislated Into exist- 
ence, and Tecumseh assumed her position as an Important geographical point Ini 
Michigan. 

The founder of Tecumseh was a worthy Quaker, of whom we have all heard before^ 
named Musgrove Evans. He was a native of Pennsylvania, but for several year* 
prior to 1833 had been residing in tlie town of Cliaumont, Jefferson county. New 
Tork. Like many othet'enterprlsliyj men of thatday, he ca\ight the Western fever,, 
and in the early summer of 1823 he left his New Tork home to "seek hia fortune,"" 
and came to Detroit. At this point he formed the acquaintance of Austin B. Wing, 
who had already been a resident of the Territory for several years, whicli acquaint- 
ance afterwards ripened Into a strong Mendsliip and business partnership, that cott- 
tinned unbroken nnti! Mr. Evans' death. After obtaining from Mr, Wing what infor- 
mation he could in regard to the most desirable locations in tlie interior, he started 
oat to explore tlie Raisin Valley, for In that early day the valley of the Ealsin wa.* 
justly celebrated for its beauty. Shortly before this time, this poitlou of ailchlgan. 
had been surveyed, and the Government lands had been thrown upon the market. Of 
this trip by Mr. Evans but little Is known, as we have neither reconls nor tradition to 
enlighten us; but we know tlie fact tliat the Quaker pioneer fell in love with the 
heauUful oak openings around Tecumseh, and the splendid hydraulic power affordecB 
by Evans Creek and the river Eaisin, and resolved to make this section his fature- 
home. Accordingly, he returned to Jefferson ooiinty, enlisted his brotlier-in-law, J.. 
W, Brown, and a few others. In the enterprise, and made preparations to remove his. 
family West in the coming spring. 

Mr. Evans spent that winter in gatliering Ills party togetlier, and early in 183* a 
company of over twenty, under his guidance, left tlie town of Chaumont, Jefferson) 
county. New York, to talce up their abode among the oak openings of the Kalsin Val- 
ley, in Michigan. The journey before them was no holiday trip. In fact, they con- 
sumed more time and endnrcd more privations and hardships than a like company 
would to-day In traveling from New Tork to San Francisco. 

The party consisted of Musgrove Evans, bis wife and five children, General J. W. 
Brown, Ezra F. Blood, Peter Benson and wife. Turner Stetson and wife, two FuJ- 
soma, faHier and son, Natlian Eathbone, Peter Low, John Borland, Curias Page^ 
Geoi^e Spafford, Levi Baxter and Henry Sloate. They came up Lake Ontario to 
I,ewiston, and fi'om there to Black Rock, near Buffalo, where Hiey remained for one. 
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week on account at the ice. In those days, steam navigaiJoit was in its infancy. 
Tliere was bat one steHmboat on Latce Eric, and passenger tickets thereon, between 
Blaclc Boole and Detroit, were S30 eacli. Moat people traveling West were anable to 
pay the fare. The Evana party, Uierefore, chartered a schooner called the "Erie," 
i(the same craft which subsequently went over the Falls of Niagara,) and as soon as 
the harbor was sufficiently clear ot ice, they weishe<i aiiclior and set sail for Detroit. 
So incident particularly noteworthy occurred daring the voyage, and they dlsem- 
aiarbed in safety at Detroit during the last week in April, 1S34. 

After a stop of three days in Detroit, the gentlemen of the party started for Teciim- 
«ehonfoot, taking with Ihem one pony and a French boy to transport their baggage 
isnd comlnissttry stores. They followed the St. Joe trail to TpsilanH. This trail was, 
a narrow track, only wide enough for one man or horse, hut well beaten, being woffl 
into tlie earth from three to six inches below the surface of the ground. There was 
no mistaking the trail when once seen, nor was there any danger ot losing it. It fol' 
lowed a general westward course, winding aboutaraong the trees and crossing streams 
at fordable points. The members of die party, of course, pony and all, were com- 
pelled to travel in single file, in orthodox Indian fashion, and when drawn out in that 
manner they made quite an Imposing caravan. From Ypsilanti they followed the 
same trail to Haline, and thence lo the river Raisin, a mile or so nortl) of the present 
village of Clinton. Theretlieycrossedtheriver and dischai^ed their pony, and leav- 
ing the trail, bore otf in a southwesterly direction until they reached the eccentric lit- 
Ue creek which now beats Musgrove Evans' name, whlcli they followed to its Junc- 
tion with the Raisin, arriring at that point in the afternoon. 

Here, on tlie spot where the Giobe Mill now stands, they found two or three Indian 
■wigwams. They were deserted, but were In good enough repair to nfiord comfortable 
belter, and in the largest of tliese wigwams tiie company passed that night. The 
next momii^ they explored tlie section of country adjacent to Evans Creek and the 
Batsin, and came to the conclusion that here was the place to "settle down." Three 
or four days were passed in this manner, and the nights were spent In the big w^ 
warn, Fhially their commissary stores having beeome exhausted, they left for Mon- 
Toe where they expected to meet the remainder of the party. They were one whole 
day makiiy; the trip, ttaveling on foot. They followed an Indian trail, and arrived 
jJnstatnightinMonroe.ashungry a set of men, probably, as Michigan has ever seen 
ibefore or since. The whole village of Monroe turned out in surprise to meet tiiem, 
-for it was a strange sight to witness a company of white men coming Into Monroe 
ifrom the West. Here they met Hie women and children of the party, who had just 
arrived from Detroit in a sail boat called the "Fire Fly," commanded by Captain 
Harvey. 

Anstin E. Wing met tiiem at Monroe, and here the paitnersliip of Wing, Evans & 
Brown was ent«red Into, and the determination formed to secure the location of the 
Cionnty seat at Tecumseh. Gen. Brown, and most of the men in the party, Uien went 
fcaek to Detroit, and thence East for their families, and while at Detroit, Gen. Brown 
Siad an Interview with Gov. Cass in regard to the County seat. 

Evans then hired abont thirty men, and they proceeded U) Tecumseh, cutUng a 
toad as they went along. They followed the general course of the Indian trwl from 
Monroe to Tecumseli, and in due time halted at the east bank of the Raisin, about 
thirty rods east of the present site of tlie Globe, Mill. The river, however, was so 
liigh as U» render it unsafe to ford It at that point, mtd so they followed the east bank, 
about two miles north and west, and at five o'clock in the afternoon halted their wag- 
ons on the flat where the smaJI dwelling house, barn and cooper shop, belonging to 
tite Brownvilte Mill, now stands. Here the party passed Uiat night, with a few oak 
(trees and the blue dome of heaven as their only shelter^ The next morning they com- 
anenced work on a log house, which was soon erected. Its dimensions were twenty 
feet siiuare, horizontally, and about nine feet perpendicularly. There was a low gar- 
yet, two logs In height above the ceiling, which was used as a bed-room for the boys 
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lincl hired nieu. There was no floor, as tlio nearest saw-mil! waa at Monroe, smA the 
coot was covered witli bark peeled from elm trees, and ■until the next November it 
was provided with neither chimoe; nor fireplace. A bake-kettle served the purpose 
of an oven for several months. For cooking purposes a fire was made on the ground, 
the smoke ascending through a liote in tlie roof. Mrs. Benson accompanied this party 
«f workmen to prepare meals for tliem. She was the first whit« woman in Lenawee 
■Bounty. In this liouse Evana and his wife, with Ave children, Peter Benson and wife, 
iand several men, lived during tlie summer, Mrs. Evans and Mrs. Benson prepailng 
lood for from fifteen tti twenty persons daily. 

As soon as tlie liouse was completed, Evans rctunied to Monroe for liis family. 
Havlnfjproeuredox teams, and packed their household goods and provisions (what 
Sittle Uiey had) in rough wagons, theytamed their faces once more toward the setting 
«un. This was a beautiful summer morning, the first day of June, 1834, The men 
.traveled on foot, and the women and children found it convenient to rest themselves 
by walking a part of the distance. It was easier to walk than to ride, and ]uat as 
cheap. On tlie afternoon of the second day, June 3d, 183*, they arrived at tlie Evans 
mansion, in BrOwnville, and took up their abode. 

Their househ61d utensils were but few, and of the rudest kind. They biwight no 
bedstead with them, but a bed was made in each corner of the house by sticking two 
poles into a hole in each wall, and supporting the outer ends of the poles, where they 
crossed each other, with a block of wood. Thus a good bedstead was made out of two 
saplings, aiiS with but a single leg. Tradition tells us that the lord of the house, Mus- 
grove himself, was tineeremonlously tumbled out of lied one morning by having the 
ilock, which formed tJie comer post, knocked from under the two saplings. They 
lad no eliairs, but used rough benches instead. In tlie following November a floor 
was l(ud, a chimney and an out-door oven, and two small shanties were added to tlie 
house, for two other families had anlved to occupy the mansion during the ensuing 
■winter. 

Gen. Brown returned East in July, and had brought back his wife and children, and 
'George Spafford and wife had arrived. Bromi brought a dozen chairs with him, and 
some other articles of household furniture, including a trundle-bed. During the win- 
ter of 1834-5, this house afforded a home tor Mr. Evans, his wife and six children. 
Gen. Brown, his wife and six children, Peter Benson and wife, and George Spafford 
*nd wife. This log house ■was the first in LenaWee county, and one of the first ones' 
in Michigan, west of Monroe and Detroit A building was made near by of tamaracl:: 
poles.twclvefeet square and seven fcethlgh.whichwas used for a scliool house, Mrs. 
George Spafford teaching school fliere during that winter. 

Among the farming implements brought to the settlement by Sir. Evans, was one 
plow. No crops were put in the first summer, except a little com mid wheat and 
.lome garden truck, as Hie season was too far advanced when the new comers arrived. 
But there was a man in the company, named Tulsom, who was bound to have some 
plov/ing done. He ■wanted to see hewMichigan.soil looked, for he was confident he 
could tell by Inspection whether It would produce good crops or not. He borrowed 
Evans' plow, hitched on an ox team, and with Ewa ¥. Blood to hold the plow, turned 
the first furrovrs in the virgin soil of Lenawee county. 

This plowing took place on the bant of the creek. In the westein portion of the vil- 
'iage, and near the spot wliere A. ItfcNell's house now stands. 

During the summer, several other families reached Tecumseh from Jefferson coun- 
ty, all of whom had been induced *> come West from the ^presentations of Mr. Ev- 
ans. In June or July, James Patohln anlved with his family, coming by tlie way of 
Detroit and Monroe, asthe pioneer party liad done. He located two lota ot land east 
■of Brownvllle, and hullt a small log house thereon, where he continued to reside for 
many years. This'farm is now owned and occupied by JacoijG.Eoberte. 

E. P. Cliamplln 'arrived with his family abwit the same lime, settled on the land now 
owned by Elizabelit-Whitttey,nea.rtheJPatfihIiifarm, and a little west. These three 
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lamiUes have long since been scattered, and the members thereof who lived in that: 
early day have gone to their final home. Mrs. James Patchin continued to reside 
here until lier deaUi, which occurred within the last five years. 

Turner Stetson and wife came wlUi the original Evans party, but met them at De- 
tnilt, and were persuaded by Evans and the rest to accompany them io Tecumseb,. 
Stetson built a house on the bluff of the creek, near tlie present site of the Eplaeopai 
church. He sowed a, small patch of wheat in the fall of 1828, as also did Evans, some- 

The first land bought of the Government was in 18S3, when Austin WinR entered 
two lots, covering the Brownville mill privilege. The next land entered was in June^ 
I83i— one lot by Stetarai, extending nortJi and west from the present depot, and the 
nest was two lots, entered by Ezra F. Blood, in June, 18S4, about a mile southeast of 
tlie village. Upon tJils same farm Mr. Blood and his family still reside. He is still 
in good health, and we trust Le may remain wltli us many years longer. 

The next family which arrived was that of Abner SpafCord. His family came on 
the Brie, to Detroit, where they arrived on the 4th of July, 1834. One of Mr. Spaf- 
ford's daughters, Cynthia, (now Mrs. Wm. TV. Tilton, who still resides in Tecumseh.J- 
remeuibers that celebration vividly, as it was the first time In her life that she ever 
heard a cannon. Soon after, Mr. SpafEord, wifli two of his boys, started for Monroe 
by land, driving eleven head of cattle, and Mrs. Spafford, with the rest of the family, 
five in number, to»k a sail boat called Uie Fire Fly and proceeded to Monroe by water^ 
After a week's stay at Monroe, Spafford got two yoke of oxen wid a lumber wagon,, 
and with this rig the family stiffted for Tecumseh- They camped out two nifihts, and 
on the third day arrived at Musgrove Evans'. They located their honse on the flat 
near the creek, a few rods north of the present depot building. Elevating the wagon- 
box on crotches and poles, they camped nnder it until a log house could be raised. 
This house, like its predecessors, was destitute of floor or chimney. They had no 
floor until the 3Tth of November, v^hen the new saw*mill had commeneed operations, 
ttud enough liunber was obtained to make one. 

Mr. Sp^ord's family continued U> live here for many years. Two of his daughters, 
Mrs, W. W. Tilton and Mrs. Webster, still reside here, and one son, Sumner P. Spaf- 
ford, esq., is a resident of Des Moines. Iowa. Abner SpafEord'a family lived in this 
bouse two yeais, and then moved upon E. F. Blood's farm. 

Daring tiie fail of 1834, Mr. Blood built a log house upon his farm, the gable ends 
being finished with the first lumber turned out of the new saw-mill. This buildinE 
still stands on the bluff of the river, a few rods north of Mr. Blood's present dwelling . 
house. It is greatly dilapidated and rapidlygoing to decay, but Is allowed to stand as- 
oue of the very few remaining niementoes of tlie first year's settiemeat of Tecumseh. 
The same fall, an Indian ti'ader, by the name Knaggs, built a small house on th^- 
north side of Chicago street, upon tlie block east of tiie East Branch school, and dur- 
ing the winter of 'S4 and 'S3, thatrwas the only place of business In Tecumseh. 

In July or August, Daniel Pitman and his family, consisting of a wife and two chil- 
dren, arrived. He jiut up a small house on tiie present site of Dr. Patterson's resi- 
dence, where he lived fur several years. The next summer he erected a store on the 
same lot and embarked in the mercantile business. A daugliter of his, Mrs. E. A. 
Tiilwn, still lives in Tecumseh, and James E. and Samuel Pitman live in Detroit. 

Borland, his wife and two children, aiTived the same fall, although late In the sea- 
son, and toot up Uielr abode with Mr, Blood, upon his farm, where they lived for two- 
years, and matil Abner Spatford's family moved in. Borland then became the land- 
lord of the Brown tavern. 

Horace Wolcott and family rame about tiie same time. He entered two lots north 
of the Evans home, In Brownville, which are now divided into severalsmall farms, 
and built a small log house there. The family lived there for some yeai's. Petei- Low 
joined the party at Buffalo. He entered a lot on Evans Creek, beivreen Shawnee- 
street and the present village cemetery. He sold tWs lot in the fall to Jesse Osborn,. 



„Google 



INDEX. 

ADAMS.-Settlers ; Town Mee^ng, 1836; Mills; Schools; Churches; Officers, 134 
AMBOY.— Early Settlement; Death; Sermon; Marriage; Organization; Mills; 

Churches; Supervisors, ----... 129 

HUDSON.— Hudson; Kidder and Young enter land; Cliarles Ames and. Thomas 

Pennoot enter land, -------33 

House built by Hiram Kidder, 33 

Kidder's family arrive, - -.----,"4 

Ames and pairty arrive at Kidder's house, . . . , >a 

Oliver Purchase and VanHauder arrive, ----- 36 

Lands purchased in 1833, - -' ST 

Anecdotes of'eariy times, .-------ss 

Keuhen Davis settled on the Creek, 33 

"Worlt on Kidder's race bej{un ; The Lanes buyout Davis andcommeuce a mill, 33 
Tiie village of Lenawee platted; Worden's grocery; Mill finished; Lane's 

family; VanAtinandDavenportaiTive, - - - - - 35 

Land purchased in 1834, -.-..-. go 

Silas Eaton's obituary, 3T 

Lane's mill; Sugar mailing; Cressey'a settlement; The Dillons arrive; Pirst 

Mrs.Davls;Storeopened;Relig!ousmeeting, - - - , 43 

Kev. Woleott preached ; Land purchasers, 1833 ; Presbyterian church ; Wedding, 50 
Township meeting; Marriage; Postoftlce; Kev. David Pratt; Oaltley; Stuck; 

Cobb; School; Schoolhouse; Wheat harvested; Great Bend project, - 65 

David Tucker; Lands purchased, - - »- - . . eti 

Original savr mill; Harvey Anderson, ------ 57 

InternaJ Improvement Act; The tlirec routes; Finney's visit to Monroe; 

Boad iouated, 68 

Hard times; Banks— Chartered and Wildcat, - - - . ^9 

Anetdotes; Dr. Hall; Anderson &Colvin; Silas Eaton; C.H. & H.M.Boies, 73 
D.P.Hannah; J. C, Hogaboam ; Eaihoad bridges ; Drs. BaldwiuifeKomyne; 

W.H. Johnson; J. M.Osborn; Campaign, 1840, - - - - 73 
■Gloomy times ;'E^lroad appropriations; New school houses; New store 

building; William Baker opens a store, .... 74 

Harder times; Proceeds of road pledged for iron, . . . 75 

Kaiiroadcompleted;Slalionclianges;LorenaoPaluier; J.M.Johnson; Bros, Til 

The Old Comer Store ; Exchange Bank ; Anotlier grist mill project, - 77 

HuiburdmilI;Stockstore;Spokefactory, ----- 7s 

Tannery; Newspapers, - - - 19 

Crime— W. W. Treadwall, 80 

Bank Robbery, .,-------81 

Tread well captured, tried, escaped with Co well, - - - - S3 

Body found; Cowell ai'rested, tried, convicted, hung; Organizations— Congre- 
gational church, ---------S3 

Methodist Episcopal, 8fi 

The Baptists, 93 

Eoman Catholic ;Otlicr churches; Schools, 94 

Benevolent orders; Odd Fellows, a"! 

Free Masons ; Official register, ------ [g 



„Google 



Agricultural Society; Village plats andgoveninient; Clayton, - - 1 

Nectolf^y, S 

Siipploment— Business houses ; Census ol 187*, ----- i; 

Corrections, - - - -,- - - - - li 

JEFFERSON.— Florida; First town nieetinB; List ot voters ; Offictrs, - - IE 

LENAWEE COITNTY,— County Mi out : Attacheil to Monroe, 

TecumsehBettle<l;Platte(I, ] 

Seatof justice established; Saw mill built; Postofticeestal)li3hed; Osboni'a 

plows, -----1----] 

Tecumseh school liouse; Blissfleld settled, ----- i 

TecunisehgrtatmDI; Celebration; Adrian settled; Sawmill built, - - ! 
County organized; Divided into townships; Townsliip of Blisafield organ- 
ized ; weddings ; Township o£ Loi^u onjawized, - - - - : 

Adrian platted; Its first celebration, ------ ] 

Eedzie, of Bllssfield, died ; Adrian postofilcc established, - - - : 

Black Hawk War, 

New townships organized ; LaPlalsance Bay road suiVeyed, 

Change in townships; Lenawee oisanized, ----- ; 

Stacy's article on Tecumseh, ....... -[■ 

■MEDINA.— Exploration ot Gregg's party, ----- ; 

The Upton settlement, 1834; A race for a farm; The original log house; 
Knapp's better house, ------- i 

I^and purdiasers of iSSi; A more exciting race, . - - - . 

Tavern opened; Land purchasers, ------ ; 

First sermon; Dr. namltton; Rot. Warner, : 

Ifirst mill finished; Hard times; Marriages and births, - - - i 

Temperance lecture; Schools; Churches; Town organized; Proclamation; 
Voters resident, - -■- - - - - - i 

Town meeting; Hotel, --.-...-i 
The dead Indian; Churches; Mills; Plats; Railroad, - - - i 

Carding; Celebration; Death; jVHJis; Distillery, - - - - i 

Barrow's School; Chm'clies; Mills; Postoffloe; Academy, - - J 

Physicians; Chiirchea; Official list; Soldiers, ----- I 

Soldiers, 1 

Corrections, --------- -i 



ouette's mission ; Detroit founded, 1701 ; Ceded to England ; A part of the 
Province of Quebec; Indian incursions organized; Surrender to United 
States. ITOO; Wayne county organized; State of Ohio oi^anized; Boun- 
dary line, ---------- 

Territory of Michigan oi^anized; Hull, Gioverhor; Treaty with Chlppewas, 
Ottawas, etc. ; Surrender to the British ; Evacuat«d by the British ; Wayne 
county re-organiiied; Monroe county organized; Township of Monroe or- 
ganized, ---------- 

TreatywlthtlieOhippewaa, of Saginaw; Moni'oe survey; Treaty of Chicago ; 
BomuJaries of Lenawee county defined, - . . 

The Surveyor General's report ou Michigan, 

Lenawee county organized; Townships oiganized. 

Townships of Lenawee and Fairfield organized, - 

TownsMps of Botlln, Wheatland and Moscow organized, - 

Townships of Hudson, Seneca, Woodstock, Pitfstord and Adams organized, 

MOSCOW.— PeterBensonsetOed; Lands purchased in 1833, 
Flrstschool; School house; Tomislilp organized, ■ 
Ciuuches; Mills; Officers, ------ 



„Google 



INDEX. 



PITTSFORD.— ChHiles Ames entered land, '■ 

Ameses and Pratt settle, ----.---s 

Lands purchased In 1833, ...-._. 1 

CliMley Pratt lost; Pennockluat, -------; 

SylvaiiusftndRiifu3&te9,and JesseSmitti luid i'amlly arrive, - - i 

TtieWordens and Days arrive, - - - . , . r- - ; 
Lands purchased In 1884 ; Wedding, ------ T 

I'ureliaaes of 1B36, '. 

Deaths; Orchardset; Organlnatlon; Colvln's grocery; Clilef cleik, - : 

Indian burial i CoWin's whisky, 1 

TheDafchmajiand the ague: HuntiDg adventure; Griswold's arrival; Keene 

platted, ! 

Town meedng, 1836; Officers elected, 1836 and '37; Marriage license, 1' 

Official register, 1838 and '39; Indians removed, --..], 

Official list; Liquor license ; Necrology, . . . . . i 

RANSOM.— First settlers; Other settlers; Schools; Hard times; Blrtlis; Death; 
Sermon, ...,.,- ---n 

Kowland: Town meeting; Marriage; Deatli; Accidents; Chaise of names; 
Lee; Comparative statement, ------- i 

Moldlers; Accidents, ---....- i 

iSupervisors, ----------i 

EOLLIN.— First land entered, 

Settlement, -...---..- 
Lands purehased in 1833, ------- 

" " " 1834; Marriage ftuddeath, ----- 

Township oi^anized; First township meeting, - - - - 

Dr. Hall, Daniel and William Ilhodes arrive; Work on mill commenced— 

PostofHce estfdillshed ; First attempt at selling whisky. 
Land purchases of 1835, -------- 

Second town lueeting; Mill; Baptist church, ----- 

Oristj-mlU- Green' Phodes; Comstock, _ - - . - j 

Official gt t - - 1 

Quake mill -------- ] 

SENECA.— E pi at Gregg's party, - . . _ - 

Bennett s tU m t 

Baker* sett] n nt La d purchases of 1834, - - - . 

Landpu has of 1835 Birth; Death; Schools, . . - . 

Purehose f 1838, fat , Tavern; PostofRee; Mill^, - - - j 

Business houses; Official list, -.-.--.- 
Eepresentatives Sweeney and Baldwin, - . . . _ 

SOMEESET.—VanHouyenbereh's settlement, 

Ebenezer Gay arrives, - - - - .... 

Timothy Gay and family arrive, ------ 

Laud purchases of 38S4; School; Marriage; Death; Church organized, 

Chittch going; Mrs. Gay's experience, 

The Mercers arrive; Extensive travel, - . - - - 

Mills; Townmeetiug; Churches; Official register, - - - - 

WOODSTOCK.— First settlement, 

Lands purchased in 1833, - - - - - -.- 

" " " 183*; Wedding, 

Town meetiiv^, 1838; Officers electsd; Talbot mill; Coon Town; SliD on 
Goose Creek. --------- 

Early settlers; Murders, ------- 

Supervisors, ---------- 



„Google 



WHEATLAND.— Land purchased in 1833, S 

Moore's settlement; Knapp's arrival, -■..... t 
Land purchases of 1884; Township orKanized, - . , , j 

Ell Eastman; Township oi^nized; Purchaaes of 1835, - - - ; 
TheCarmichaels; Oolngtomill, .--.-, ; 

McGee; Peas«; Witherell; Town meeting; Birth; Death, - - - K 
Marriage; School liowseS; Hardtimea, . . . . _ y, 

Millii^; Schools; Official register, - - - - ; - 11 

WBIGHT,— Purchases of 18S5; The Comans ; Kussell Coman makes settlement, ; 
Lickley's; Coman's, - --. - - - - - -i 

Famham; Birth; Sermon; Meeting to orgauize; Name; - - - i; 

Townmeeting; School; Churches; ViIliigee;Ofllcers, - - - v. 



>y Google 



